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Chapter 1 : Bernard Baruch - Wikipedia
The War Industries Board (WIB) was a United States government agency established on July 28, , during World War I,
to coordinate the purchase of war supplies between the War Department (Department of the Army) and the Navy
Department.

He studied at and graduated from the City College of New York. There he amassed a fortune before the age of
30 by profiting from speculation in the sugar market; at that time plantations were booming in Hawaii. By
Baruch had his own brokerage firm and gained the reputation of "The Lone Wolf of Wall Street" because of
his refusal to join any financial house. Simon Baruch University Award in memory of his mother, to support
scholars who have written unpublished monographs for full-length books on Confederate history. His mother
had been an early member of the organization and supported their activities. Baruch, a United States Civilian,
for exceptionally meritorious and distinguished services to the Government of the United States, in a duty of
great responsibility during World War I, in the organization and administration of the War Industries Board
and in the coordination of allied purchases in the United States. By establishing a broad and comprehensive
policy for the supervision and control of the raw materials, manufacturing facilities, and distribution of the
products of industry, he stimulated the production of war supplies, coordinated the needs of the military
service and the civilian population, and contributed alike to the completeness and speed of the mobilization
and equipment of the military forces and the continuity of their supply. War Department, General Orders No.
He wanted a more powerful version of the War Industries Board , which he saw as the only way to ensure
maximum coordination between civilian business and military needs. Senate, Baruch provided crucial
funding. He supported what was known as a "work or fight" bill. Baruch advocated the creation of a
permanent superagency similar to his old Industries Board. His theory enhanced the role of civilian
businessmen and industrialists in determining what was needed and who would produce it. It is estimated that
these policies cut two years off the time taken to produce tanks, bombers, etc. Baruch had long coveted the
job, and responded that he only needed to ask his doctor if he was healthy enough for the post. Howard Rusk,
an Air Force physician, advised president Roosevelt to expand rehabilitation programs for injured soldiers
within all the armed forces. Baruch resigned from the commission in His influence began to diminish, as he
grew further out of step with the views of the Truman administration. It was not uncommon for him to discuss
government affairs with other people while sitting on a park bench. This became his most famous
characteristic. In , on his ninetieth birthday, a commemorative park bench in Lafayette Park across from the
White House was dedicated to him [16] [17] by the Boy Scouts. Thoroughbred racing[ edit ] Bernard Baruch
owned a string of Thoroughbred racehorses and raced under the name "Kershaw Stable". In his horse, Happy
Argo, won the Carter Handicap. He was awarded an honorary doctorate in by Oglethorpe University. Purchase
of Hobcaw Barony[ edit ] Negro quarters, with church, Hobcaw Barony also known as Bellefield Plantation in
Georgetown County, South Carolina Between and , Bernard Baruch systematically purchased a total of
approximately 16, acres 63 square kilometers of the former 18th century Hobcaw Barony , consolidating 14
plantations located on a peninsula called Waccamaw Neck between the Winyah Bay and the Atlantic Ocean,
in Georgetown County, South Carolina. Baruch subsequently developed sections of the property as a winter
hunting resort. He later sold the property to his eldest child, Belle W. Upon her death in , the property was
transferred to The Belle W. Baruch Foundation [21] as the Hobcaw Barony [22] educational and research
preserve. The property also includes 37 historic buildings representing the 18th and 19th century rice
cultivation industry, and early-to-mid 20th century winter resorts. Baruch Foundation subsequently selected
the University of South Carolina and Clemson University as educational institutions with a mandate to
preserve and study the Hobcaw Barony , including the wetlands forest and coastal ecosystems. Baruch
Institute for Marine and Coastal Sciences.
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Chapter 2 : United States War Industries Board [WorldCat Identities]
War Industries Board Fact World War 1 ended on 11 November and the WIB was terminated by executive order on 1
January Facts about the War Industries Board for kids On April 6, the United States Senate declared war on Germany
and fought with the allies in WW1.

It absorbed the work of the former General Munitions Board of the Council and also of the automotive
committee and the committees on raw materials and supplies of the Advisory Commission. Of the members of
the board, Mr. Baruch gives his attention in particular to raw materials; Mr. Brookings gives his attention in
particular to finished products; and Judge Robert S. Lovett exercises such priority control, including
transportation, as is authorized to the Government. The board assists the purchasing departments of the Army
and Navy, and in conjunction with the Federal Trade Commission assists the President in fixing prices of basic
products, such as copper, steel, etc. In addition to the priority control which it exercises through the powers
delegated to Judge Lovett by the President, it controls, with the assistance of the exports council, the buying of
the Allies. For this purpose three of its members - Mr. Brookings, and Judge Lovett - together with Mr.
Herbert Hoover in food matters, constitute the Allied purchasing commission. The War Industries Board, in
addition to other duties, will assume those formerly discharged by the General Munitions Board. The new
board will be composed of seven members, working under the direction and control of the Council of National
Defense through it to the President. Its members will be direct representatives of the Government and of the
public interests. It will be composed of: Fletcher, representing the Navy Mr. Lovett The board will act as a
clearing house for the war industry needs of the Government, determine the most effective ways of meeting
them and the best means and methods of increasing productions, including the creation or extension of
industries demanded by the emergency, the sequence and relative urgency of the needs of the different
Government services, and consider price factors; and, in the first instance, the industrial and labor aspects of
problems involved, and the general questions affecting the purchase of commodities. Of this board, Mr.
Baruch will give his attention particularly to raw materials, Mr. Brookings to finished products, and Mr.
Lovett to matters of priority. These three members, in association with Mr. Hoover so far as foodstuffs are
involved, will constitute a commission to arrange purchases in accordance with the general policies formulated
and approved. The Council of National Defense and the Advisory Commission will continue unchanged and
will discharge the duties imposed upon them by law. Those whose work is related to the duties of the War
Industries Board will cooperate with it. The sub-committees advising on particular industries and materials,
both raw and finished, heretofore created will also continue in existence, and be available to furnish assistance
to the War Industries Board. The purpose of this action is to expedite the work of the Government, to furnish
needed assistance to the Departments engaged in making war purchases, to develop clearly and definitely the
important tasks indicated upon direet representatives of the Government not interested in commercial and
industrial activities with which they will be called upon to deal, and to make clear that there is total
disassociation of the industrial committees from the actual arrangement of purchases on behalf of the
Government. It will lodge responsibility for effective action as definitely as is possible under existing law. It
does not minimize or dispense with the splendid service which representatives of industries and labor have so
unselfishly placed at the disposal of the Government. In November Frank A. Scott on account of ill health
resigned the chairmanship of the War Industries Board, and in his stead the President appointed Daniel
Willard, who is also chairman of the Advisory Commission. Fixing the price of Copper The first important
regulatory action of the War Industries Board was fixing the price of copper. The statement issued September
20, , in regard to this action is as follows: After investigation by the Federal Trade Commission as to the cost
of producing copper, the President has approved an agreement made by the War Industries Board with the
copper producers fixing a price of twenty-three and one-half cents per pound f. New York, subject to revision
after four months. Three important considerations were imposed by the board: First, that the producers would
not reduce the wages now being paid, notwithstanding the reduction in the price of copper, which would
involve a reduction in wages under the "sliding scale" so long in effect in the copper mines; secondly, the
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operators shall sell to the Allies and the public copper at the same price paid by the Government, and will take
the necessary measures, under the direction of the War Industries Board, for the distribution of the copper and
to prevent it from falling into the hands of speculators, who would increase the price to the public; and third,
the operators pledge themselves to exert every effort necessary to keep up the production of copper to the
maximum of the past, so long as the war lasts. The War Industries Board felt that the maintenance of the
largest production should be assured, and that a reduction in wages should be avoided. The stipulation that the
present wages shall not be reduced compels the maintenance of the highest wages ever paid in the industry,
which without such stipulation would be reduced under the sliding scale with the reduction made in the price
of copper. The principal copper producers throughout the country have evinced a most patriotic spirit and for
weeks have promptly supplied every request of the Government for copper, without awaiting decision as to
price, and agreeing to accept the price which the board should ultimately fix. The proper departments of the
Government will be asked to take over the mines and plants of any producers who fail to conform to the
arrangement and price, if any such there should be. Fixing the price of Steel and Iron After prolonged
conferences with the manufacturers of iron and steel, the War Industries Board and the steel men on
September 24, agreed on maximum prices for a number of commodities, which agreement was approved by
the President. On November 6 it was further announced that the President had approved an agreement made
by the War Industries Board with the principal steel industries of the United States, fixing maximum prices,
subject to revision January 1, , on certain steel articles In connection with the above, the iron and steel
manufacturers have agreed to adjust the maximum prices of all iron and steel products other than those on
which prices have been agreed upon, to the same general standard as those which have been announced. It is
expected that this will be done promptly and consistently in line with the basic, intermediate, and finished
products, for which definite maximum prices have been established. In fixing maximum prices, it was
stipulated, as in the case of copper, first, that there should be no reduction in the present rate of wages; second,
that the prices above named should be made to the public and to the Allies, as well as to the Government; and
third, that the steel men pledge themselves to exert every effort necessary to keep up the production to the
maximum of the past, as long as the war lasts. Measures will be taken by the War Industries Board for placing
orders and supervising the output of the steel mills in such manner as to facilitate and expedite the
requirements for war purposes of the Government and those nations associated with us, and to supply the
needs of the public according to their public importance and in the best interest of all, as far as practicable.
The prices enumerated have been fixed by the President on the assurance of those representing the steel
industry that these prices equitably adjust the relations of the steel interests to each other, and will assist them
in fulfilling their obligations to give the country per cent of production at not to exceed the prices heretofore
announced. With this spirit of cooperation manifested, no doubt is entertained by the War Industries Board
that every effort will be made to bring the production as nearly as possible up to the extraordinary demands
resulting from the war. Discussion of Prices Fixed Method of Operation By the secretary of the War Industries
Board, Lieutenant Bingham, I am informed that the agreements entered into with regard to copper and iron are
handled in the following manner: The copper and steel interests have appointed Trade Committees who, under
the supervision of the directors each in his department, allocate Government orders in the various trades and
use their influence to prevent purchases being made by either department or by an individual outside of the
Government at prices above those agreed to by their industry. There has been very little trouble of this kind
and likewise very little material sold at the prices fixed as yet, due to the fact that all producers of copper and
steel were sold ahead at old prices for a considerable period. War and Pre-War Prices It is to be noted that
under the agreement of September 24, the prices for coke, iron, and steel varied from 43 to 70 per cent below
current prices, and the prices agreed upon for the finished product under the agreements of October 11 and
November 6 are similarly greatly below current prices. However, it is interesting to compare these prices with
those which obtained before the war. Thus this price before the war was only one-third that allowed by the
Government. Similar ratios obtain between pre-war prices and the prices allowed for other products. Each of
these organizations operates under laws enacted by Congress under the war powers of that body. The War
Industries Board derives its power from the Council of National Defense, and that Council has no authority
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whatever to compel agreement in fixing prices. The Council of National Defense Act cannot even by
implication be construed to repeal the Sherman Act in regard to agreements in fixing prices. Since, however,
the agreements entered into by the War Industries Board have the approval of the President, it may be held
that the President in thus approving prices is acting under authority granted to him in section of the National
Defense law. However, the powers of the President granted by this section extend only to the control of prices
for governmental purposes; whereas the agreements in regard to prices of the War Industries Board not only
apply to governmental orders but apply to others. Therefore, it is clear that there is no law which even by
implication can be regarded as repealing or modifying the anti-trust acts in regard to agreements by the
copper, iron, and steel men to sell at uniform prices to the public. In agreeing to fix lower prices than had
prevailed, these men were doubtless moved by patriotic motives. However, the facts recited show that the
prices to which they have agreed are such as to give them great profits beyond those which have obtained
antecedent to the war, even when allowance is made for large deductions from these profits because of the
excess war tax. It should be remembered that the War Industries Board, in acting for the public in fixing
prices, was obliged to take into account the shortage of steel and the necessity of the largest possible
production. They were obliged to agree to a price which allows a profit sufficient for practically all of the
furnaces and mills of the country to operate. Also in those industries in which there has been no governmental
regulation or agreements regarding prices, profits have been much larger than before the war; and it was
necessary to take this fact into account. A reduction in prices was accomplished which in itself was a gain.
While the arrangements regarding prices were amicably made, it should be remembered that the public
pressure for fair prices for iron and steel was supported by the threat of legislation at least so far as iron was
concerned. A bill had been introduced into Congress by Senator Pomerene, S, to regulate the production, sale,
and distribution of iron ore, iron, steel, and their products, in the manner parallel to that under which food and
fuel are controlled. With the absolute necessity for the Government and the public to obtain iron and steel,
copper, and other essential products at reasonable prices, it is highly probable that if the agreements had not
been entered into, legislation would have followed at the coming session of Congress. Priority in Manufacture
Another duty of the War Industries Board is that of control of priority of manufacture. On September 21, the
day that announcement was made of prices for iron and steel, the priority committee issued its first general
priority order in regard to manufacture. The order was approved by the Secretary of War and the Secretary of
the Navy. The order gives instructions as to priority in orders and work for all individuals, firms, associations,
and corporations engaged in the production of iron and steel and in the manufacture of products thereof. Under
these regulations all orders and work are divided into three classes: Class A comprises war work - that is to
say, orders and work urgently necessary in carrying on the war, such as arms, ammunition, ships, etc. Class B
comprises orders and work which, while not primarily designed for the prosecution of the war, yet are of
public interest and essential to the national welfare, or otherwise of exceptional importance. All orders
henceforth will be classed as Class C, unless covered by certificates of the Priorities Committee. No
certificates will be issued for Class C orders. Orders and work in Class A will take precedence over those in
Class B, and both these classes will be given priority over Class C, irrespective of the date the orders were
received. All materials required in the manufacture of an article or in the prosecution of any work will be
entitled to take the class of such article or work unless otherwise specified. For the administration of the
regulations, certificates will be issued by the Priorities Committee upon application, specifying the
classification of the order of work. Certificates of a subsidiary nature will be issued upon request for the
furnishing of material and articles required in manufacturing the article or prosecuting the work ordered. War
orders of the Allies as well as of the United States will be placed in Class A, in the case of those already
contracted for. Orders already placed by the Allies for war materials will be classed as subdivision A2 of Class
A, unless otherwise ordered.
Chapter 3 : War Industries Board - Wikipedia
The War Industries Board, formed in July , was as powerless as the other agencies had been. When Congress
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discussed the extremely limited production of military equipment early in , many leaders aimed to establish a munitions
ministry on the English model.

Chapter 4 : War Industries Board | Military Wiki | FANDOM powered by Wikia
The War Industries Board (WIB) was a United States government agency established on July 28, , during World War I,
to coordinate the purchase of war supplies. The organization encouraged companies to use mass-production techniques
to increase efficiency and urged them to eliminate waste by standardizing products.

Chapter 5 : War Industries Board | Revolvy
war industries board At the center of the effort to rationalize the economy was the war industries bond. (WIB) an agency
created in July to coordinate government purchase of military supplies.

Chapter 6 : War Industries Board
The War Industries Board (WIB), a regulatory agency set up to manage the economy during World War I, had more
powers than any other government agency in the United States to that date. In practice, however, the board did not
become a centralized regulatory agency that rationalized the economy.

Chapter 7 : SAGE Reference - War Industries Board
The War Industries Board was a United States government agency established on July 28, , during World War I, to
coordinate the purchase of war supplies. The organization encouraged companies to use mass-production techniques to
increase efficiency and urged them to eliminate waste by standardizing products.

Chapter 8 : War Industries Board - Conservapedia
National War Labor Board The board was a composition of representatives from business and labor designed to
arbitrate disputes between workers and employers. It settled any possible labor difficulties that might hamper the war
efforts.

Chapter 9 : War Industries Board - Infogalactic: the planetary knowledge core
About This Quiz & Worksheet. The quiz and worksheet will test your knowledge of the War Industries Board. Make sure
you know what they convinced federal planners of and their role in wages and prices.
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