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Fenno The battle narrative of the Iliad includes several obscure references to the war being stretched out
equally e. This vague expression, as scholars have recognized, suggests the extension of a figurative rope,
though its exact meaning has eluded interpretation. Accordingly, in this paper I shall discuss those passages in
which the fighting is tightened in equal portions, exploring the development of this and related imagery for
ropes, stretching, and measuring in the Iliad. Symbolic surveying of the battlefieldis typically accomplished by
Zeus, though occasionally others also pull on the figurative rope, competing for control of this authoritative
device. Notched measuring rods and knotted ropes are well attested as early as the Bronze Age in
Mesopotamia and Egypt, where they are held by gods and kings as emblematic symbols of justice or authority.
Frankfort , â€”4, â€”12, â€”21, For evidence about surveying instruments in ancient Greece, see Lewis , 5,
19â€”22; Kiely , 18â€” For example, when Zeus threatens to throw other Olympians into Tartarus, challenging
them to a kind of cosmic tug-of-war with a golden rope, he observes, as a measure of his superiority, that the
distance between heaven and earth is equal to that between Hades and Tartarus Il. Though the exact
significance of this golden cord has baffled interpreters, who since antiquity have treated it allegorically, I
would observe that it conveniently serves as a measuring device by which Zeus effectively determines the
equally divided dimensions of the cosmos and asserts his mastery over all. I shall proceed by interpreting the
relevant passages in narrative order: I shall focus on the meaning of particular words in the Homeric texts:
These passages lead to discussion of Homeric instruments which involve cords: The device accords well with
early Greek conceptions of justice: Indo-European Language and Society. The Roman Land Surveyors: An
Introduction to the Agrimensores. The Art and Architecture of the Ancient Orient. Colony and Mother City in
Ancient Greece. Heinrich Swoboda dargebracht, ed. Anaximander and the Origins of Greek Cosmology. Their
History and Classroom Use. Surveying Instruments of Greece and Rome. Zur lateinischen und griechischen
Wortgeschichte. The Origins of European Thought. Transactions of the Philological Society. In Analysing
Literary Sumerian: Mathematics, Metrology, and Professional Numeracy. In The Babylonian World, ed.
Architecture and Mathematics in Ancient Egypt. The East Face of Helicon:
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Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Edited by Valerie Krishna.
The Anglo-Saxon Poetic Records: The Nicomachean Ethics, rev. Edited and translated by H. The Battle of
Maldon. Beowulf and the Fight at Finnsburg, 3d ed. Edited by Friedrich Klaeber. An Early Irish Reader. The
Riverside Chaucer, 3d ed. General editor, Larry D. Scottish Text Society 9â€” The Library of History. Edited
and translated by C. Beowulf and Its Analogues, rev. Edited by David B. Monro and Thomas W. Edited by
Thomas W. Translated by Masanori Takatsuka and David C. The Iliad of Homer. University of Chicago Press.
Hutory of the Lombards. Translated by William Dudley Foulke, Edited by Edward Peters. University of
Pennsylvania Press. The Mahabharata, or Krishna Dwaipayana Vydsa. The History of the Danes. Sir Gawain
and the Green Knight. Revised by Normand Davis. The Song of Roland: Edited and translated by Gerald J.
Pennsylvania State University Press. Dialogue on Free Will. Translated by Charles Edward Trinkaus. Edited
by Arne Zettersten. Deep Down in the Jungle: Negro Narrative Folklore from the Streets of Philadelphia, rev.
An Evolutionary Approach, 3d ed. Literature and Law in the Middle Ages: A Bibliography of Scholarship.
Cognitive Psychology and Its Implications, 2d ed. Homer, Virgil, and the Medieval Legacy. Die typischen
Scenen bei Homer. How to Do Things with Words. You are not currently authenticated. View freely available
titles:
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Cambridge Scholars Publishing Format Available: The main subject of the first part is an exploration of how a
catalogue is organized internally. A number of structural patterns formed since Homer on the basis of the
position the names held within the catalogue continued down to the period of Lucretius, Virgil and Ovid. Each
pattern carries its own dynamism in the text and has its particular effects in the reading process. Particularly
when the poetic work evolves in time, the fluctuation of the density in names per verse entails a corresponding
fluctuation of the narrative tempo. On occasion, the reader may also recognize in the structure of the catalogue
a visual parallel to the situation described. The widely-applied mirroring finds its place in the poetic
catalogues of the period and can be distinguished in three major categories: In Ovid, the technique becomes
particularly sophisticated. The second part deals with the relation of the catalogue to its surrounding text. In
this respect, catalogue-markers and the way a catalogue is introduced or completed are issues which are
discussed in this part of the work, as they can be indicative of the way the poet views the contents of a
catalogue. What becomes evident here is that the usual catalogue-markers are the products of the notion that
whoever or whatever is included in a catalogue is listed there as an individual entity, even if some of its
characteristics are neutralized. This proves to be true in Virgil where the items of a catalogue retain their value
whereas frame and content function in support of each other. This also occurs in the greater part of the epic
tradition. Before Virgil, however, in Lucretius, the frame was often the means of subverting the traditional
function of a catalogue, since it usually called into question the very existence of the beings named, or
undermined their value. On some occasions, a Virgilian catalogue does not close with a verbal frame but with
a pause. This mode of closure proves to be the strongest boundary between a catalogue and the continuation of
the narrative. On other occasions, a simile is used at the end of a catalogue. Things change in the Ovidian
Metamorphoses. Ovid makes extensive use of various poetic techniques and devices which he draws from the
tradition in general and Virgil in particular. In doing so, however, he often challenges their significance and
forms catalogues that give the impression of delaying, by protracting the oncoming narrative. Everything in
the Metamorphoses is in a continuous state of flux and the catalogue, too, has to adapt accordingly by
acquiring new characteristics with novel values. Find Your eBooks Hereâ€¦.
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