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Chapter 1 : Project MUSE - The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls
Khirbet Qumran is the Arabic name for a site situated along the northwest shore of the Dead Sea, where arguably the
greatest archaeological discovery of the 20th century was found, the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Conservation Introduction The most well-known texts among the Dead Sea Scrolls are the ancient religious
writings found in eleven caves near the site of Qumran. Discoveries from additional sites yielded mostly
documents and letters, especially papyri that had been hidden in caves by refugees from wars. While some of
these writings survived as nearly intact scrolls, most of the archive consists of thousands of parchment and
papyrus fragments. They consist of two types: The entrance of Qumran Cave 11 Photo courtesy of: Alexander
Schick Scroll dates range from the third century bce midâ€”Second Temple period to the first century of the
Common Era, before the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 ce. These are copies of works that are now
part of the Hebrew Bible. They already held a special status in the Second Temple period, and were
considered to be vessels of divine communication. About a dozen copies of some of these holy books were
written in ancient paleo-Hebrew the script of the First Temple era, not the standard script of the time. Many
biblical manuscripts closely resemble the Masoretic Text, the accepted text of the Hebrew Bible from the
second half of the first millennium ce until today. This similarity is quite remarkable, considering that the
Qumran Scrolls are over a thousand years older than previously identified biblical manuscripts. Strikingly,
some biblical manuscripts feature differences from the standard Masoretic biblical language and spelling.
Additions and deletions in certain texts imply that the writers felt free to modify texts they were copying.
Non-Biblical Manuscripts The Qumran Caves Scrolls preserve a large range of Jewish religious writings from
the Second Temple period, including parabiblical texts, exegetical texts, hymns and prayers, wisdom texts,
apocalyptic texts, calendrical texts, and others. Some of the works discovered among the Dead Sea Scrolls
were known previously, having been preserved in translation since Second Temple times. The term
"Pseudepigrapha" was used for these works, such as the book of Jubilees which was known in Ethiopic and
Greek versions before being found in Hebrew in the Qumran caves. Many other non-biblical works were
previously unknown. A primary common factor among the selection of compositions found in the Qumran
caves is the fundamental importance of religion. Scholars agree that some of this literature was valued by large
segments of the Jewish population, while other works reflect the beliefs of specific sub-groups. There is
disagreement, however, about many other aspects of these texts, including which communities are represented
and how those communities may have interacted with one another. These core texts consist of eschatological
biblical commentaries, apocalyptic and liturgical works, and regulations that govern community life. In the
early days of Scrolls research, scholars attributed all of the Qumran scrolls to the Essene community, one of
three main Jewish sects described in ancient sources. In recent years, however, this consensus has been
challenged and modified, though many scholars still maintain a link between the Essenes and the Dead Sea
Scrolls. Scrolls from Additional Sites Dead Sea Scrolls discovered outside of the Qumran caves range from as
early as the First Temple period eighth century bce to as late as the 11th century ce. Collections include the
fourth-century bce Samaritan Aramaic papyri from Wadi Daliyeh and the Arabic manuscripts from Khirbet
Mird 7thâ€”8th centuries ce. Most of the manuscripts are Jewish texts that were written during the Roman era.
Among these, the finds from Masada and the Hebrew, Aramaic, Nabatean, and Greek documents from the Bar
Kokhba Revolt are especially valued by scholars. Bundle of Lulav and Etrog. Clara Amit The Bar Kokhba
Refuge Caves The "Bar Kokhba refuge caves" preserved numerous documents including financial, military,
legal, administrative, and personal records, as well as some religious texts including biblical Scrolls. Brought
to the caves by refugees seeking haven from the turmoil of the Bar Kokhba Revolt ce. Miki Koren they
contain clues to the economic and personal hardships endured by the refugees. Texts from the caves include
letters to and from the leader of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. Since many of the documents are dated, they are of
great significance for the archaeology of the Roman and Talmudic periods The biblical Scrolls from the refuge
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caves are significant for textual criticism because they are equivalent to the Masoretic Hebrew Bible Text,
which suggests that the biblical text was stabilized by the second-century ce. The religious texts discovered
here also include tefillin, a mezuzah, a literary text fragment referring to a prayer for Zion, and a
well-preserved Scroll of the Twelve Minor Prophets in Greek.
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Chapter 2 : Community Rule - Wikipedia
Qumran is a small settlement on the west shore of the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found nearby. The
archaeology of this settlement sheds light on the Jewish community that lived here and.

Large jar that the scrolls were hidden in. It contained the Decalogue. Today the oldest known text of the OT
was discovered in in tombs across the Hinnom valley from Jerusalem. The text is the benediction of Aaron
Numbers 6: Oldest known text of the Old Testament from 7th century BC. The oldest surviving manuscript of
the complete Bible is the Codex Leningradensis which dates to AD. Petersburg formerly called Leningrad.
Another important text is the Aleppo Codex which is now in Jerusalem. The Isaiah and Jeremiah editions are
now available. Recovering the Text of the Hebrew Bible by P. Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls In a Bedouin
shepherd boy was looking for his wandering goat when he came across a cave see above picture. He threw a
rock into the cave, and heard something break, so he went in and found large jars with scrolls in them. For
example, Psalm is an alphabetical psalm. Each verse begins with the next letter in the alphabet, but "N" is
missing in the MT. In the DSS it is there, so somehow a scribe left this verse out. Another important
difference is in I Samuel 11 where the MT is shortened. The Longer reading in the DSS explains what happens
in this chapter. Three of the most important Biblical texts from Qumran are: The order of the psalms differs
largely from the MT Wurthwein , This is an excellent book with translations of the Bible from the Dead Sea
Scrolls. Published by HaperSanFranciso, Qumran Qumran, eight and a half miles south of Jericho, is right
near the Dead Sea, and the caves where the scrolls were found. Many think the Qumran community stored
their scrolls in the caves. Many identify the community at Qumran with the Essenes mentioned by Josephus
and Philo. They had very strict rules. Celibacy, common property, ritual purity see above picture of their
baptismal , and separation from the world were practiced. They wrote their own Biblical commentaries,
hymns, rules, and apocalyptic writings. They believed that The Teacher of Righteousness would come soon,
and God would destroy the evil in the world. There is no direct evidence that John the Baptist or Jesus were
dependent on the Essenes.
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Chapter 3 : Exploring Qumran: The Dead Sea Scrolls Community : AcademicBiblical
The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in a series of twelve caves around the site known as Wadi Qumran near the
Dead Sea in the West Bank (of the Jordan River) between and by Bedouin shepherds and a team of archeologists.

During its heyday the community was home to about people, and included homes, cisterns, a fortress, a
cemetery, and most famously, a series of caves in which scriptures were stored. The discovery of these caves
â€” and the Dead Sea Scrolls contained inside them â€” was one of the greatest archeological discoveries in
history, and gave Qumran a permanent place in the imaginations of scholars, historians, theologians and
believers around the world. A rectangular fortress on the site dates from this early period, which lasted until
the Babylonian invasion of Judea and the destruction of the First Temple in BC. The site was abandoned in the
wake of the Babylonian exile, and resettled in the second century BCE the Hasmonean Era. Many scholars
believe that this sect was in fact a community of highly ritualistic Jews called the Essenes. Later coins from
the period of the Bar Kokhba Revolt CE were also found at Qumran, indicating that some of the late Judean
fighters also found shelter in its ruins. The finding led to the discovery of ten other caves over the ensuing
decade yielding a total of texts â€” scrolls housed in jars inside the caves â€” known collectively as the Dead
Sea Scrolls. Most have been carbon dated to the second and first century BC. As evidence of the diversity of
religious and political ideas in existence at the period of the Second Temple, they are of monumental
historical, religious and linguistic significance. The texts are written mostly in Hebrew and Aramaic, along
with Greek and Nabataean. The scrolls â€” mostly written on parchment but some on papyrus or bronze â€”
can be divided into three groups: Copies of texts from the Hebrew Bible 2. Sectarian manuscripts of
previously unknown documents that shed light on the rules and beliefs of the Dead Sea Sect probably Essenes
or other Jewish sects. Paul used terms that can be found in the scrolls written at Qumran, and according to
some scholars, the sect is also hinted at in the Gospel of John. Several historical texts describe a sect of Jews
called the Essenes, some of whom lived near the northwestern coast of the Dead Sea, whose practices were
similar to those of the Dead Sea Sect as depicted in their manuscripts. This leads many scholars to conclude
that the Essenes were in fact the sect that assembled the library of manuscripts that comprise the Dead Sea
Scrolls. Recent interpretations have challenged this association and suggest that the sectarian scrolls came
from Jews living in Jerusalem who hid them away for safekeeping as the Romans destroyed their city, or that
the sect living at Qumran were actually Zadokite Saducean Priests. During the Second Temple period there
were several ascetic, mystic, and messianic sects that broke off from the mainstream Judean social order. The
Essenes were the largest such sect, living in cities throughout Judea, but also on the northwestern shores of the
Dead Sea, which is one of the stronger indications that they are the Dead Sea Sect who lived in Qumran. The
Essenes renounced wealth and material comforts and elected to live a communal life of asceticism. They
rejected the ways of the two larger Jewish denominations at the time â€” the Pharisees and the Sadducees â€”
and saw themselves as the true inheritors of the Saducean Zadokite priestly traditions. Read More The daily
routine of the sect is described in the scrolls. They would rise at dawn and begin the day with communal
prayer. After the prayer they worked â€” some as shepherds of sheep and goats, others as farmers of dates , or
in communal functions like drawing water or preparing food. In the afternoon, they immersed themselves in
water as part of a ritual bath before praying again. A communal meal prepared by the priests, was then eaten in
hallowed silence. The Essenes prayed once again at sunset, and spent much of the night studying scriptures.
Some scholars have also theorized that John the Baptist himself lived among the Essenes. Although the
Essenes believed that all of life was pre-ordained by God, their belief in free-will led them to aspire to
righteousness. They saw the world as being divided into righteous and evil, and built their lives around a
commitment to keep the righteous path. They believed that a great and final war was before them â€” one in
which the world would be destroyed â€” and saw their role as one of readying the world for the new social
order that would come in its wake. The cemetery was the focus of the earliest excavations, conducted by
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Henry Poole in and followed by Charles Clermont-Ganneau in A string of late nineteenth and early twentieth
century archaeologists and scholars visited the site, taking note of the fortress and cistern, and establishing
Qumran as part of a string of fortresses along the southeastern border of ancient Judea. Read More Full-scale
excavations of Qumran began after the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the late nineteen forties. In the
winter of , Bedouin shepherd Muhammed Edh-Dhib went into a cave near Qumran and emerged with 7
ancient scrolls. The war that broke out in the years that followed made it impossible to explore the cave until
February It was then that Lancaster Harding, director of the Jordanian Department of Antiquities, and Roland
de Vaux, of the Palestine Archaeological Museum, arrived at the cave, known as Cave 1, and began to dig.
Soon de Vaux was given authorization to conduct a full scale excavation of the area. The site that de Vaux
uncovered contains two sections: The excavation also revealed a complex water system featuring an aqueduct
that delivered water to several cisterns and ritual baths around the site, two of which were within the walls of
the main building. These findings indicated a community that was consistently developing, with many
improvements and new projects undertaken to accommodate growth. Patrich concluded that the caves were
not inhabited by the Dead Sea Sect, but were rather used as hiding places and storage. For visiting hours,
prices and other useful information, visit the Nature and Parks Authority website. The Qumran Visitor Center
restaurant is open daily from The Qumran Visitor Center gift shop features exotic hand-made jewelry from
the Qumran region, religious icons, relics and souvenirs, and authentic Judaica made by local artisans. The
nearest lodgings are located at Kibbutz Kalia, about 1 mile 1. Overnight guests of Kibbutz Kalia are invited to
participate in the unique experience of Kibbutz life by taking their meals in the communal cafeteria. Guests
also are welcome to make use of the Kibbutz facilities, which include a swimming pool and horse stables.
Kibbutz staff can arrange desert jeep tours. Visitors who would like to combine a trip to Qumran National
Park with a dip in the Dead Sea can visit Kalia Beach, about 2 miles 3 km from the archaeological site. Kalia
Beach is one of the only places on the Dead Sea shore where bathers can also dip in natural Dead Sea mud
located on the premises. Additional facilities include a restaurant, a cafeteria, souvenir shops, showers and
toilets.
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Chapter 4 : Qumran Rule of Community
Published on Jan 2, In this last video of Lesson 8, we discuss the Essenes, Qumranites, and Dead Sea Scrolls. We
cover the who, what, where, when, why, and how.

Qumran Qumran cave 4, where ninety percent of the scrolls were found The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered
in a series of twelve caves around the site known as Wadi Qumran near the Dead Sea in the West Bank of the
Jordan River between and by Bedouin shepherds and a team of archeologists. Trever reconstructed the story of
the scrolls from several interviews with the Bedouin. He retrieved a handful of scrolls, which Trever identifies
as the Isaiah Scroll , Habakkuk Commentary , and the Community Rule , and took them back to the camp to
show to his family. None of the scrolls were destroyed in this process, despite popular rumor. At some point
during this time, the Community Rule was split in two. Undaunted, the Bedouin went to a nearby market,
where a Syrian Christian offered to buy them. A sheikh joined their conversation and suggested they take the
scrolls to Khalil Eskander Shahin, "Kando", a cobbler and part-time antiques dealer. In the original seven
scrolls caught the attention of Dr. Trever , of the American Schools of Oriental Research ASOR , who
compared the script in the scrolls to that of The Nash Papyrus , the oldest biblical manuscript then known, and
found similarities between them. Search for the Qumran caves â€” [ edit ] Early in September , Metropolitan
bishop Mar Samuel brought some additional scroll fragments that he had acquired to Professor Ovid R. By the
end of , nearly two years after their discovery, scholars had yet to locate the original cave where the fragments
had been found. With unrest in the country at that time, no large-scale search could be undertaken safely.
Sellers tried to get the Syrians to assist in the search for the cave, but he was unable to pay their price. In early
, the government of Jordan gave permission to the Arab Legion to search the area where the original Qumran
cave was thought to be. The rediscovery of what became known as "Cave 1" at Qumran prompted the initial
excavation of the site from 15 February to 5 March by the Jordanian Department of Antiquities led by Gerald
Lankester Harding and Roland de Vaux. Between and , Roland de Vaux led four more archaeological
expeditions in the area to uncover scrolls and artifacts. Please update this article to reflect recent events or
newly available information. A portion of the second discovered copy of the Isaiah scroll , 1QIsab. The Jordan
Museum, Amman The manuscripts found at Qumran were found primarily in two separate formats: In the
fourth cave the fragments were torn into up to 15, pieces. These small fragments created somewhat of a
problem for scholars. Harding , director of the Jordanian Department of Antiquities , began working on
piecing the fragments together but did not finish this before his death in Cave 4 is the most famous of Qumran
caves both because of its visibility from the Qumran plateau and its productivity. It is visible from the plateau
to the south of the Qumran settlement. It is by far the most productive of all Qumran caves, producing ninety
percent of the Dead Sea Scrolls and scroll fragments approx.
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Chapter 5 : The Qumrun Community: Related Library of Congress Materials (Scrolls From the Dead Sea)
Like the scrolls themselves, the nature of the Qumran settlement has aroused much debate and differing opinions.
Located on a barren terrace between the limestone cliffs of the Judean desert and the maritime bed along the Dead
Sea, the Qumran site was excavated by Pere Roland de Vaux, a French.

Jodi Magness Qumran â€” the site associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls â€” is located eight and a half miles
south of Jericho, by the northwest shore of the Dead Sea. More recently, other expeditions have explored
different parts of the site, including the settlement and cemetery Yitzhak Magen and Yuval Peleg , residential
caves to the north Magen Broshi and Hanan Eshel , and the cemetery Broshi, Eshel, and Richard Freund.
Qumran was occupied by members of a Jewish sect. There are also remains of a late Iron Age pre B. The
sectarian settlement at Qumran probably consisted of about members, although the number likely fluctuated
seasonally and over time. Most of the members of the community apparently lived outside the settlement, in
tents, huts, and some of the caves. The rooms inside the settlement seem to have been used mostly for
communal purposes: A cemetery with about 1, trench graves dominated by adult male burials is located to the
east of the site. Suggested reconstruction of Qumran. Photo courtesy of A. Sobkowski One ongoing debate
about Qumran concerns the nature of the settlement and the identity of the community that lived there.
Members of this sect refused to participate in the sacrifices offered in the Jerusalem temple, which they
considered polluted by the impure practices of the priesthood. They therefore withdrew, constituting their own
community as the biblical desert camp. Scholars have noted that the sectarian scrolls Miqveh at Qumran with
earthquake crack. Photo by Jim Haberman. Some of these features are reflected in the archaeological remains
at Qumran. Communal meals apparently were held in two dining rooms at Qumran. Bones belonging to sheep,
cows, and goats that had been butchered, cooked, and eaten were deposited under potsherds or inside pots in
the open-air spaces outside the dining rooms. These bones may represent the remains of animals consumed at
the communal meals and perhaps reflect a sectarian belief that these meals were a substitute for participation
in the temple sacrifices. Excavation of wooden remains of a possible cupboard in pantry, Locus Photo
courtesy of the Leo Boer Archive. Both dining rooms had adjacent pantries stocked with hundreds of dishes
consisting mostly of plates, cups, and bowls. The large number of dishes should be understood in light of the
sectarian belief that ritual impurity could be transmitted through food and drink. For this reason, members
were served individual portions instead of dining from common dishes. These distinctive jars may have been
used as storage containers for the pure food and drink of the sect. Scroll Jar from Qumran. All of these highly
publicized theories assume that there is no connection between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Qumran
settlement â€” an assumption contradicted by the location of some of the scroll caves in the plateau on which
the settlement sits, and by the discovery of the same types of pottery including types peculiar to Qumran in the
settlement and the scroll caves. Another theory which identifies Qumran as a Hasmonean fort before ca.
Scholarly disagreements about the identity of the Qumran community stem from difficulties understanding
and reconciling our three main sources of information: These sources provide different â€” albeit
complementary or overlapping â€” types of information, and each has limitations. For example, whereas the
sectarian scrolls served the internal needs of the movement containing legislation and regulations governing
the everyday life of members , Josephus wrote for an external audience that included non-Jews, and his
presentation was affected by his biases and agenda. In addition, many scholars question the relationship
between the sectarian scrolls such as the Damascus Document and the Qumran community. The
archaeological evidence is no less problematic. Furthermore, archaeological remains present their own
interpretive challenges. For example, even if we assume that the animal bone deposits represent the remains of
ritual meals, archaeology cannot indicate how frequently these meals were held â€” one a week, once a month,
or once a year? Although members of the Essene movement lived around the country, Qumran is the only
sectarian settlement identified so far in the archaeological record. The American Schools of Oriental Research
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ASOR makes no representations as to the accuracy or completeness of any information on this blog or found
by following any link on this blog. ASOR will not be liable for any errors or omissions in this information.
ASOR will not be liable for any losses, injuries, or damages from the display or use of this information. The
opinions expressed by Bloggers and those providing comments are theirs alone, and do not reflect the opinions
of ASOR or any employee thereof.
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Chapter 6 : Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls - The ASOR Blog
Rule of the Community, found in Qumran (cave1) dates to B.C.E.. Parchment and ink, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem,
Israel. The Dead Sea Scrolls depict a Jewish community that thought of itself as the righteous remnant of Israel and
believed that it held the exclusive understanding of God's law.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in eleven caves along the northwest shore of the Dead Sea between the
years and The area is 13 miles east of Jerusalem and is feet below sea level. The mostly fragmented texts, are
numbered according to the cave that they came out of. They have been called the greatest manuscript
discovery of modern times. See a Dead Sea Scroll Jar. Only Caves 1 and 11 have produced relatively intact
manuscripts. Discovered in , Cave 4 produced the largest find. About 15, fragments from more than
manuscripts were found. In all, scholars have identified the remains of about to separate scrolls. Fragments of
every book of the Hebrew canon Old Testament have been discovered except for the book of Esther. There are
now identified among the scrolls, 19 copies of the Book of Isaiah, 25 copies of Deuteronomy and 30 copies of
the Psalms. The Isaiah Scroll, found relatively intact, is years older than any previously known copy of Isaiah.
In fact, the scrolls are the oldest group of Old Testament manuscripts ever found. In the Scrolls are found
never before seen psalms attributed to King David and Joshua. There are nonbiblical writings along the order
of commentaries on the OT, paraphrases that expand on the Law, rule books of the community, war conduct,
thanksgiving psalms, hymnic compositions, benedictions, liturgical texts, and sapiential wisdom writings. The
Scrolls are for the most part, written in Hebrew, but there are many written in Aramaic. Aramaic was the
common language of the Jews of Palestine for the last two centuries B. The discovery of the Scrolls has
greatly enhanced our knowledge of these two languages. In addition, there are a few texts written in Greek.
The Scrolls appear to be the library of a Jewish sect. The library was hidden away in caves around the
outbreak of the First Jewish Revolt A. Near the caves are the ancient ruins of Qumran. The Essenes are
mentioned by Josephus and in a few other sources, but not in the New testament. The Essenes were a strict
Torah observant, Messianic, apocalyptic, baptist, wilderness, new covenant Jewish sect. They were led by a
priest they called the "Teacher of Righteousness," who was opposed and possibly killed by the establishment
priesthood in Jerusalem. The enemies of the Qumran community were called the "Sons of Darkness"; they
called themselves the "Sons of Light," "the poor," and members of "the Way. One of the most curious scrolls
is the Copper Scroll. Discovered in Cave 3, this scroll records a list of 64 underground hiding places
throughout the land of Israel. The deposits are to contain certain amounts of gold, silver, aromatics, and
manuscripts. These are believed to be treasures from the Temple at Jerusalem, that were hidden away for
safekeeping. The Temple Scroll, found in Cave 11, is the longest scroll. Its present total length is The overall
length of the scroll must have been over 28 feet 8. The scrolls contain previously unknown stories about
biblical figures such as Enoch, Abraham, and Noah. The story of Abraham includes an explanation why God
asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac. The scrolls are most commonly made of animal skins, but also
papyrus and one of copper. They are written with a carbon-based ink, from right to left, using no punctuation
except for an occasional paragraph indentation. In fact, in some cases, there are not even spaces between the
words. The Scrolls have revolutionized textual criticism of the Old Testament. Interestingly, now with
manuscripts predating the medieval period, we find these texts in substantial agreement with the Masoretic
text as well as widely variant forms. Biblical manuscripts dating back to at least BC are for sale. This would
be an ideal gift to an educational or religious institution by an individual or group. In November of the photos
were published by the Biblical Archaeological Society in a nonofficial edition; a computer reconstruction,
based on a concordance, was announced; the Huntington Library pledged to open their microfilm files of all
the scroll photographs. They represent a non-rabbinic form of Judaism and provide a wealth of comparative
material for New Testament scholars, including many important parallels to the Jesus movement. They show
Christianity to be rooted in Judaism and have been called the evolutionary link between the two. The rugged
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terrain of the Qumran area. Recommended For Further Study:
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Chapter 7 : IBSS - Biblical Archaeology - Dead Sea Scrolls
Scrolls From the Dead Sea: The Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern Scholarship THE QUMRAN COMMUNITY:
SCROLLS. These scroll fragments were displayed in the exhibit at the Library of Congress, May - August They were
provided cou.

The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls: Baylor University Press, A little over a month ago I reviewed V. That
volume highlighted how the Scrolls help us better understand the Hebrew Scriptures. This one has a different
focus. Message of the Book: This volume is a collection of essays dedicated to what the Scrolls tell us about
the community at Qumran. Summary of the Contents: The first volume consisted of thirteen chapters. This
volume has twenty-two, so it almost doubles in subject content, though the page content only jumps from
pages to Several chapters continue the discussion set forth in V. Some Prolegomenous Reflections by
Charlesworth and J. For students of early Christianity chapters may be the most beneficial: Chapter 4 The
Covenant at Qumran by M. Broshi, Chapter 12 Resurrection: The Bible and Qumran by E. I say this because
the chapters discuss the ideology of the community. Talmon contribute to our understanding of the formation
of the community. Chapter 1 Digital Miracles: Revealing Invisible Scripts by K. Johnson discusses how
technology has helped scholars recover the texts on the scrolls in spite of all the wear and tear of the years.
Admittedly, I am not an expert on Qumran studies, so I cannot tell you how quickly the field is advancing.
These essays are from , so there has been almost another decade of development. That said, they do
summarize the findings of scholars who have been working on these scrolls for decades. This particular
volume is best suited for students of Qumran and early Judaism, though it will benefit students of early
Christianity as well. This book was provided for free in exchanged for an unbiased review.
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Chapter 8 : 25 Fascinating Facts About the Dead Sea Scrolls @ Century One Bookstore
The Qumran Community. The archaeological site of Khirbet Qumran is situated at the northwest corner of the Dead
Sea, some 35 km east of Jerusalem.

For example, the sect adhered to a strict standard of ritual purity and developed a complex process by which
previously impure outsiders joined the exclusive, pure community. Numerous texts display contempt for the
perceived impurity of the Jerusalem temple and its priests. This placed the sectarians in a constant state of
hostility toward other contemporary streams of Judaism. The community divided humanity into predestined
lots of good and evil. It viewed itself as the righteous Sons of Light and other Jews and foreigners as the Sons
of Darkness. The community looked forward to an end-time war in which these enemies would be destroyed.
This community was in existence from the second century B. For example, the Damascus Document contains
substantial rules regarding women and sexual activity. In contrast, the Rule of the Community contains
virtually nothing regarding women and, along with some other texts, seems to discourage sexual activity.
Scholars now generally agree that the Dead Sea Scrolls reflect the existence of several interrelated groups. For
example, the Rule of the Community consistently uses the self-designation yahad community. Many scholars
propose the existence of a parent group from which a more hard-line sectarian faction developed. Others
suggest that the distinct rules and views are representative of different divisions in a broader network of
sectarian communities located throughout the land of Israel. The proximity to Qumran of the eleven caves
housing the Dead Sea Scrolls suggests that some part of the sectarian community resided there. The physical
remains of Qumran from around B. This evidence suggests that Qumran housed the hard-line faction who had
retreated to the desert for a life of piety. Alternatively, Qumran may have been home to an elite group within
the broader network of sectarian settlements. Scholars have long identified the sectarian community with the
ancient Jewish group known as the Essenes. This identification is based on the parallels in thought and
practice between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the description of the Essenes found in the works of the first
century writers Josephus , Philo , and Pliny the Elder. This straightforward identification is complicated by the
recognition of several sectarian groups in the scrolls. Moreover, many aspects of the scrolls do not align with
ancient descriptions of the Essenes. Despite these reservations, the parallels clearly point to some aspect of
Essene identity for the sectarian community. Jassen, "Dead Sea Scrolls Community", n. He is the author of
Mediating the Divine: He is a member of the international editorial team responsible for publication of the
Dead Sea Scrolls.
Chapter 9 : Digital Dead Sea Scrolls at the Israel Museum, Jerusalem - The Qumran Community
Introduction. The most well-known texts among the Dead Sea Scrolls are the ancient religious writings found in eleven
caves near the site of Qumran.
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