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March 31, Death Date: While his works are reflective of literary tradition reaching back to Greek philosophy
and Celtic romance, he was very much a contemporary existentialist, and his writings received both popular
and critical acclaim. John Fowles was born on March 31, , to middle-class parents living in a small London
suburb. He attended a London preparatory school, the Bedford School, between the ages of 14 and He then
served as a lieutenant in the Royal Marines for two years, but World War II ended before he saw actual
combat. He later referred to this period as "three years of heaven in an intellectual sense," and it was during
this time that he was exposed to the Celtic romances and the existential works of Albert Camus and Jean-Paul
Sartre. After graduating from Oxford, Fowles began a teaching career that took him first to France where he
taught English at the University of Poiters and then to Spetsai, a Greek island, where he taught at Anorgyrios
College. It was on Spetsai that Fowles met Elizabeth Whitton. Three years later, on April 2, , they were
married in England. Fowles continued to earn a living through a variety of teaching assignments until the
success of his first published work, The Collector, allowed him to retire with his wife and her daughter to
Lyme Regis in Dorset. He continued to live in this quiet sea-coast town--intentionally isolated from English
literary circles--where he wrote, gardened, and pursued his interests in natural and local history. It was not
until Fowles was in his early 20s that he began his writing career. After translating a poem by Pierre de
Ronsard he was able to overcome that fear of self-expression that he once suggested is common to all
Englishmen. His experience of the mystery and majesty of this island was a powerful influence. Not only did
he write poetry, which appeared later in his collection Poems, but this setting also provided the inspiration for
The Magus, a work that would obsess the writer for many years. Leaving Greece was a painful experience for
Fowles, but one that he saw as having been necessary to his artistic growth. The Collector is the story of
Frederick Clegg, a poorly educated clerk of the lower-class and an amateur lepidopterist, who becomes
obsessed with a beautiful young art student, Miranda Grey. Clegg wins a large sum of money in a football
pool, enabling him to carry out a plan of kidnap and imprisonment. The characters of Miranda and Clegg, set
in opposition, embody the conflict that Fowles, reaching back to Heraclitus, finds central to mankind--the few
versus the many, the artistic versus the conventional, the aristoi versus hoi polloi. As Fowles noted, "My
purpose in The Collector was to analyse, through a parable, some of the results of this confrontation. A
Self-Portrait in Ideas. As the title suggests, this volume consists of a collection of philosophical statements
covering diverse areas but aimed at proposing a new, ideal man for our times--the Aristos. The publication of
this book at that time probably owed something to the fact that The Collector, in spite of its popular reception,
was denied critical consideration by many who failed to look past its thriller format. While The Magus was
first published in , Fowles issued a revised edition in in which he had rewritten numerous scenes in an attempt
to purify the work he called an "endlessly tortured and recast cripple" which had, nonetheless, "aroused more
interest than anything else I have written. She "was Victorian; and since I always saw her in the same static
long shot, with her back turned, she represented a reproach on the Victorian Age. In Ebony Tower, a
collection of stories, appeared. The work was televised 10 years later. The title story is a concise re-evocation
of the confrontation between the pseudo-sophisticated man of the world with the reclusive shaman who
shatters his poorly conceived notions of reality, a theme more broadly enacted in The Magus. This volume
contains a translation of a 12th-century romance written by Marie de France, and in a personal note preceding
this translation Fowles paid tribute to the Celtic romance, stating that in the reading of these tales the modern
writer is "watching his own birth. It appeared in to mixed reviews. What has struck me about the acutely rich
sensation of beingness is how fleeting its apprehension Throughout his career, Fowles committed himself to a
scholarly exploration of the place of the artist in contemporary society and sought the personal isolation and
exile that he felt essential to such a search. While his roots in Western culture were broad and deep, he earned
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a reputation as an innovator in the evolution of the contemporary novel. He was a spokesperson for modern
man, steeped in science, yet ever aware that what he more deeply needs is "the existence of mysteries. Vipond
collected and published in twenty interviews that Fowles had given over the past 40 years under the title,
Conversations with John Fowles University Press of Mississippi. Essays and Occasional Writings For further
insights into the life and works of John Fowles see H. A Reference Companion, Greenwood Press, Need a
custom written paper? Let our professional writers save your time. Need an original paper?
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This critical study explicates the complex and elusive fiction of John Fowles in terms of the tensions between time and
timelessness. The author introduces insights gained from recent scientific and.

Throughout his career, Fowles committed himself to a scholarly exploration of the place of the artist in
contemporary society and sought the personal isolation and exile that he felt essential to such a search. He
attended a London preparatory school, the Bedford School, between the ages of fourteen and eighteen. He then
served as a lieutenant in the Royal Marines for two years, but World War II ended before he saw actual
combat. It was on Spetsai that Fowles met Elizabeth Whitton. Three years later, on April 2, , they were
married in England. Fowles continued to earn a living through a variety of teaching assignments until the
success of his first published work, The Collector , allowed him to move with his wife and her daughter to
Lyme Regis in Dorset. He continued to live in this quiet seacoast townâ€”intentionally isolated from English
literary circlesâ€”where he wrote, gardened, and pursued his interests in natural and local history. Writing
Career Begins It was not until Fowles was in his early twenties that he began his writing career. After
translating a poem by Pierre de Ronsard he was able to overcome a fear of self-expression that he once
suggested is common to all Englishmen. His experience of the mystery and majesty of this island was a
powerful influence. Not only did he write poetry, which appeared later in his collection Poems, but this setting
also provided the inspiration for The Magus , a work that would obsess the writer for many years. Leaving
Greece was a painful experience for Fowles, but he felt the move was necessary to his artistic growth. A
Self-Portrait in Ideas the following year. As the title suggests, this volume consists of a collection of
philosophical statements covering diverse areas but aimed at proposing a new, ideal man for our timesâ€”the
Aristos. The publication of this book at that time probably owed something to the fact that The Collector, in
spite of its popular reception, was denied critical consideration by many who failed to look past its thriller
format. The novel was made into a popular film of the same name in Welsh actor known for, among other
things, being outspoken, being the highest paid actor in Hollywood at one time , and for marrying actress
Elizabeth Taylor twice. American naturalist, Zen Buddhist, and historical fiction and nonfiction author. British
comic actor best known for the movies Pink Panther and Being There. Award-winning American writer of
small town, Protestant, white middle-class subjects who has twice won the Pulitzer Prize. In Ebony Tower, a
collection of stories, appeared. The work was televised ten years later. The title story focuses on a
confrontation between a pseudo-sophisticated man of the world with a reclusive shaman who shatters his
poorly conceived notions of reality, a theme explored more broadly in The Magus. This volume contains a
translation of a twelfth-century romance written by Marie de France. While these stories are original and
unique, they are connected to each other and to the earlier works by an underlying sense of loss, mystery, and
desire for growth. What has struck me about the acutely rich sensation of beingness is how fleeting its
apprehensionâ€¦ the more you would capture it, the less likely that you will. By the time he died in his home in
Lyme Regis, Dorset, Fowles was living a sort of self-imposed exile. His focus in naturalistic writing was
combined with his interest in exploring and challenging the traditional devices of storytelling to explore
themes related to his alienation. Such themes and concepts as freedom reflect his personal attitude and play a
significant role in his public writing. A Self-Portrait in Ideas, but he also rejected any label limiting him to a
particular kind of writing. Fowles wrote fiction, poetry, nonfiction, and drama, and also edited, translated, and
explored many other forms of writing. This intellectual innovator of style continues to sell millions of copies
of his novels, making a number of them bestsellers. He was also inspired by French literature , the discipline
of psychology, and several other areas of study that lent themselves to his intellectualism and writing. At the
same time, Fowles had a profound effect on serious readers, mainstream readers, and his many students who
would consult him for reading lists. He never had one, but his followers would read whatever he would
mention or recommend. This theme, as well as a concern with freedom, authenticity, and parallel realities,
appears in several of his novels. By giving characters their freedom, Fowles liberates himself from the tyranny
of rigid planning. Here are a few works by writers who also produced similar themes or offered similar
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innovative styles: City of Glass , a novel by Paul Auster. In this, one of the earliest postmodern novels, Auster
plays with language, scene, and structure in a combination of detective fiction, existentialism, and intellectual
literature. A comedy, a tragedy, a thoughtful and thought-provoking experience. In the Labyrinth , a novel by
Alain Robbe-Grillet. An existential detective novel for the postmodern culture. In the book, Frederick Clegg, a
poorly educated clerk of the lower class and an amateur lepidopteristâ€”a scientist who studies butterflies and
mothsâ€”becomes obsessed with a beautiful young art student, Miranda Grey. Clegg wins a large sum of
money in a football pool, enabling him to carry out a plan of kidnap and imprisonment. The characters of
Miranda and Clegg embody the conflict that Fowles, reaching back to Greek philosopher Heracleitus, finds
central to mankindâ€”the few versus the many, the artistic versus the conventional. For instance, Daniel
Martin appeared in to uneven reviews. What are the gender role expectations for Victorian women? What are
the gender role expectations for Victorian men? Based on what you discovered about the roles of Victorian
men and women, which ending would be most accepted by readers during Victorian times? Which ending do
you think would be best received by audiences today? Can you think of an even more updated ending? Would
she still be a nanny? Would she take on a secretarial or administrative assistant role? Would she be more like a
tutor? The Romances of John Fowles. The Art of John Fowles. University of Georgia Press, University of
South Carolina Press, Periodicals Baker, James R. The Art of Fiction No. Web sites Fowles, John. Retrieved
February 7, , from http: Interview with John Fowles. Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy the text for
your bibliography.
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John Fowles. John Fowles (born ) was an award winning post World War II novelist of major importance. While his
works are reflective of literary tradition reaching back to Greek philosophy and Celtic romance, he was very much a
contemporary existentialist, and his writings received both popular and critical acclaim.

He was educated at Alleyn Court School and Bedford School , excelling in both scholarship and sports. When
his family was evacuated from the London suburbs during World War II, Fowles lived in and became
acquainted with the Devon countryside. He served two years military service in the Royal Marines after
receiving training at the University of Edinburgh , but did not see any combat duty. In , he entered New
College, Oxford, to read French and German languages and literature, graduating in Upon completion of his
education, Fowles taught at the University of Poitiers in France and at the Anargyrios College on the Greek
island of Spetsai. It was here that he met his future wife, Elizabeth Whitton, to whom he was married April 2,
Upon his return to London, teaching remained his profession at Ashridge College and at St. The publication
and immense success of his novel The Collector enabled Fowles to concentrate his energies upon a career as a
writer. From these, three major motion pictures have been produced to date: In addition to his novels, short
stories, poems, philosophical writings, and screenplays, Fowles was also the translator of several plays from
the French for the National Theatre Don Juan, Lorenzaccio, The Lottery of Love, and Martine and of other
French works, such as Cinderella and Ourika. Nonfiction books to his credit include Shipwreck, Islands, Land,
The Tree, and The Enigma of Stonehenge, and reflect such interests as antiquarianism, conservation and
ecology, local history, and the appreciation of nature. His articles appeared in a variety of journals and he
contributed numerous forewords and introductions to works by others. In , Fowles and his wife Elizabeth left
London for Dorset, living first at Underhill Farm, then moving to Lyme Regis in , where he resided until his
death on November 5, In , he was appointed joint honorary curator of the Lyme Regis Philpot Museum, and
served from as the sole honorary curator. The bulk of this collection was acquired from Mr. Additional items
were received, , as gifts from Robert Huffaker and Charlotte Rhodes, and in Fowles died in at the age of
Playscript and screenplay adaptations of his works are also present, as are some cast lists, film schedules, and
legal documents concerning film rights. There are also numerous articles, book reviews, dissertations and
theses, and other works about Fowles and his work, which were sent to him by students, scholars, and others.
The remainder of the collection includes personal papers and miscellaneous items, such as audio recordings,
diaries, legal papers, nature observation journals, photographs, receipts, a royalty statement, and school
reports. The collection is arranged in five series: Works about Fowles, ca. While the materials have been
arranged into these series, the order of material within folders has generally not been disturbed, except to
occasionally regularize the chronology of correspondence where present. There are also often descriptive
notes within folders, information Fowles apparently jotted down as he was preparing his papers for shipment
to the Ransom Center. John Fowles and his works are the foremost subjects represented in this collection.
Manuscript materials are included for several of his major works: Additional manuscripts represent poems,
plays, several translations from the French Cinderella, Don Juan, Lorenzaccio, The Lottery of Love, Martine,
and Ourika , various nonfiction works such as Shipwreck, Islands, Land, The Tree, and The Enigma of
Stonehenge , contributions to books by others, and book reviews, as well as curatorial and local history
writings. A number of unpublished essays, novels, plays, 3 Fowles, John, Roberts , as well as other literary
agency and publishing company personnel, co-authors, solicitors of work, and others. Correspondence and
writings by others about Fowles and his works makes up another segment of this collection. Often Fowles
responded to these students, scholars, and other writers, sometimes providing detailed commentary in his
answers to questionnaires and correspondence. Diaries kept intermittently over a year period are also present,
" Legal papers concern a libel action involving The Collector, and correspondence from fellow Booker Prize
panelists Saul Bellow, Antonia Fraser, and Malcolm Muggeridge concerns the controversy in selecting the
recipient of that award. This collection offers extensive material for critical, bibliographical, and textual
studies of the works of John Fowles, but contains less in terms of more personal information, such as personal
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correspondence, financial or legal records. Series Descriptions Series I. Of special note are an early "urdraft of
The Magos," clippings which indicate how Fowles visualized the character Alison in The Magus, and a
notebook for Daniel Martin. The Collector is represented by a Foreword to an edition, but also by an
unpublished group of poems called "Sequence Four," which were written as an exercise during the writing of
The Collector. In addition to these well known works, manuscripts of poems, plays, translations, nonfiction
books and articles, text for photography books, contributions to books by others numerous afterwords,
forewords, and introductions , book reviews, curatorial writings, and local history are also a part of this
collection. Files for these works frequently include correspondence from National Theatre personnel, as well
as programs and reviews of performances. Manuscripts for his translations from the French of Cinderella and
Ourika are also included. Manuscripts of several unpublished essays, novels, plays, poems, short stories, and
screenplays are also present in this collection. There are also extensive drafts for a work called "The Device,"
which Fowles characterized as "an aborted and abortive novel in the s. The works have been arranged in
alphabetical order by the last known title, with cross references from earlier titles. Certain categories of
writings Afterwords, Forewords, Introductions, and Reviews have been grouped together under those
categories. In the folder list, publication dates are given in parentheses, and any identifying description by
Fowles appears in single quotation marks. All unpublished works are flagged in the folder list with an asterisk.
When multiple drafts are present, an attempt has been made to organize them in order of creation, through
progressive drafts, to galleys and page proofs, and occasionally to the published versions. Some drafts of
manuscripts are not in strict numerical page order and remain as Fowles left them. Drafts are frequently
heavily revised and corrected, often with strips of revised text pasted or stapled onto manuscript pages. Mostly
these papers consist of old school forms or manuscripts sent to him, as well as occasional incoming
correspondence. It does not seem that he recycled pages from his own manuscripts in this manner. All original
folders have been retained as they frequently include title information, dates, identifications of draft
progression, or other notes. Roberts at Little, Brown, and Company , co-authors there is extensive
correspondence from photographer Fay Godwin , commissioners of works such as The National 5 Fowles,
John, All correspondence within the files has been indexed by author in the Index of Correspondents. The
only folders which have been rearranged are those which included miscellaneous short pieces, photocopies of
contributions to publications, and the book review folders. The titles within these have been separated so that
they may all be located alphabetically by title. The book reviews are grouped together under Reviews, but then
are filed alphabetically by the title of the review, or of the work reviewed when the review was untitled. These
titles are represented variously by cast lists, clippings, contracts, correspondence, film schedules, photographs
of locations, playscripts, and screenplays. A playscript of a version for the stage, by Pauline Sheppard, is also
present. Scripts for the film versions of The Collector and The Magus are not present in this collection. These
papers also sometimes address the copyright and publication of the original printed works, edition history,
foreign rights, etc. The files are arranged alphabetically under the name of the author, except in the case of
interviews and reviews, which are filed under those categories. Some correspondence, photographs, and
publicity materials occasionally form a part of these Review files. The earliest items in this collection are
found in this series, including a photograph of Fowles as a baby, and various papers documenting his school
days, ca. Diaries, kept from the mid s through , are both handwritten and in typescript form, some bound and
others kept in loose-leaf notebooks. One file in this series denotes his interest in and approach to dream
analysis, ca. These include papers, ca. A small selection of photographs, probably made for publicity use,
completes this small series. Fowles never knew Thompson. Index Terms Correspondents Bach, Julian. Hall,
Peter, Sir, Organizations Jonathan Cape, Ltd. Little, Brown and Company. National Theatre Great Britain.
French drama--Translations into English. Places 8 Fowles, John, Places Dorset England --Description and
travel. Great Britain--Description and travel. Lyme Regis England --History. Typescript with holograph
corrections; also clippings, correspondence , and notes folder 3 "The American Expatriate: Carbon typescript
with holograph corrections [titled The American Expatriate in Europe: Typescript and carbon copy, poems I-V
folder 5 The Aristos , revised edition box 1 folder First draft. Typescript with holograph corrections; also
clipping Corrected typescript folder Printing emendations, etc. Clippings, copy for blurb, correspondence ,
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end-notes, emendations, final text changes 7 Apr. Galleys Little, Brown , 10 Nov. Typescript with holograph
corrections, photocopy fair copy typescript with holograph corrections, reproduced script, ; also
correspondence 10 box 1 folder 12 Fowles, John, Typescript with holograph corrections, 2 p. Typescript with
holograph corrections and photocopy; p. Typescript with holograph corrections; folder 2 photocopies of later
typescript with holograph corrections 4 The Collector --see also Sequence Four The Collector: Autograph
notes in memo book 1st draft. Typescript with holograph corrections, various pagings Drafts. Bits and pieces
of holograph drafts and corrected typescript; also correspondence , ms. Emended typescript with holograph
corrections; also correspondence Fair copy. Fowles Galley Folders 2 p. Fowles Galley Folder 5, p. Notes for
an aborted and abortive novel in the s; also clippings 1st draft- reject pages. Typescript with holograph
corrections box 6 folder 5 folder 6 Typing draft. Typescript with holograph corrections, Feb. Typescript with
holograph corrections Part 1, p.
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John Fowles and Nature: Fourteen Perspectives on Landscape. Fairleigh Dickinson University Press. The
Fiction of John Fowles: A Myth for Our Time. Toward a New Synthesis: The Fictions of John Fowles:
University of Ottawa Press. The Timescapes of John Fowles. University of South Carolina Press. Didactic
Demons in Modern Fiction. The Romances of John Fowles. Southern Illinois University Press. Form and
Meaning in the Novels of John Fowles. Tradition, Art, and the Loneliness of Selfhood. University of Missouri
Press. Critical Essays on John Fowles. The Art of John Fowles. University of Georgia Press. Conversations
with John Fowles. University Press of Mississippi. A Life in Two Worlds. John Fowles and Masculinity. Most
of the sources listed are encyclopedic in nature but might be limited to a specific field, such as musicians or
film directors. A lack of listings here does not indicate unimportance -- we are nowhere near finished with this
portion of the project -- though if many are shown it does indicate a wide recognition of this individual.
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Enter your mobile number or email address below and we'll send you a link to download the free Kindle App. Then you
can start reading Kindle books on your smartphone, tablet, or computer - no Kindle device required.
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Part I consists of general studies of Fowles's life and work. Part II is a section of interviews with him. The Timescapes of
John Fowles. Rutherford: Fairleigh.
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The Timescapes of John Fowles. Fairleigh Dickinson University Press. The Fiction of John Updike and John Fowles.
Southern Illinois University Press.
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John Fowles (born ) was an award-winning post-World War II novelist of major importance. While his works are
reflective of literary tradition reaching back to Greek philosophy and Celtic romance, he was very much a contemporary
existentialist, and his writings received both popular and critical acclaim.

Chapter 9 : Harald William Fawkner (Author of The Ecstatic World Of John Cowper Powys)
Among the major published works concerning Fowles in this series are John Fowles, the Twain Series study by Robert
Huffaker, and The Timescapes of John Fowles, by H. William Fawkner.
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