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Thirteen Ways of Looking for a Poem is grounded in the belief that the best way to learn to write poetry - and improve
one's writing in general - is through practice. The book's unique approach - teaching the elements of poetry through
various poetic forms - encourages students to learn from existing models and to break free from pre.

Cancel 0 This is part of a new series in which I illustrate a poem in retro, 8-bit style , which I enjoy , and then
talk about the poem. Below is my illustration: And maybe click on the link and read the poem first, before I
ruin it. In illustration of this, Stevens once wrote this, in a poem: The point of his poetry is to alter reality.
Stevens rejects this concept. And if you believe that the goal of art is to mirror nature, ask yourself this: So
what does the poem mean then, genius? The poem begins like this: Among twenty snowy mountains, Was the
eye of the blackbird. And then continues like this: I was of three minds, Like a tree In which there are three
blackbirds. The blackbird whirled in the autumn winds. It was a small part of the pantomime. So far, so
goodâ€¦ Each of the stanzas is divided from the other stanzas by a number, and there are duh thirteen stanzas
in all. As the poem continues, the blackbird becomes less and less of a real thing â€” less of a real bird sitting
in a real tree â€” and more of an idea, a motif. A man and a woman Are one. A man and a woman and a
blackbird Are one. And as the poem continues, we are meant to understand that there are thirteen different
speakers, not one, each giving us his own idea of a blackbird. I do not know which to prefer, The beauty of
inflections The blackbird whistling Or just after.
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Thirteen Ways of Looking for a Poem is grounded in the belief that the best way to learn to write poetry - and improve
one's writing in general - is through practice. The book's unique approach - teaching the elements of poetry through
various poetic forms - encourages students to learn from.

Was the eye of the blackbird. What kind of thinking is this? How is the blackbird being used in this stanza?
What are the observable features of this way of thinking? Well, students are quick to point out that there are
several different kinds of contrast on display: So how are we looking at or thinking about the blackbird here?
Perhaps the word contrast might serve as a label here. I was of three minds, Like a tree In which there are
three blackbirds. This stanza uses the blackbird in a different way, shows a different way of thinking about the
blackbird. The first line makes a statement. Most students are familiar with the expression "I was of two minds
about the matter" and hypothesize that this clause means something like the same thing: The rest of the stanza
is simply a simile. The speaker comes up with a visual analogy: A label for this kind of thinking might
therefore be simply analogy. Eliot had a more sophisticated phrasing: Having modeled the task by going
through the first few stanzas, I divide the class into groups, assign each group two of the remaining stanzas,
and ask each group to make some clear, accurate observations about the kind of thinking that is on display in
each stanza. I also ask them to come up with a label: Then each group presents its analysis. There are a couple
of spinoff points here. First of all, students will sometimes stuck because they will say they do not know what
a particular stanza "means". We can, and will, wind up talking about how interpret particular stanzas might be
interpreted. That becomes relevant as the students tackle the homework. Thirdly, it has always struck me that
this is in spots a very funny poem, a very playful poem, and that the humor is frequently lost upon the students
unless I make some effort to call their attention to it. I tell the students that the "Five" is an arbitrary minimum
number - they can try out as many "ways" as they like. I like this assignment for a number of reasons. First of
all, I view it as a good critical thinking exercise. Being able to shift your point of view and look at anything an object, a concept, an argument, a work of literature - from more than one perspective is a valuable thinking
skill and a necessary precursor to breadth and depth of understanding. So the assignment provides a chance to
practice, to exercise, to play with this particular thinking move. Beyond that, I am consistently surprised and
impressed by what many of the students come up with. One of my goals for the course is to give the students
opportunities to grow as writers by asking them to write in ways they might not have tried before. When they
do so, they often surprise themselves, and me. Below is a portfolio of student poems written by sophomores in
response to this assignment. In a cold silent room the only thing that can be heard is the light dancing notes of
a piano. A mass of somber people cloaked in black sit silently in the hard pews of a church. The piano is
playing the final goodbye.
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The term free verse is a literal translation of the French term vers libre. The form was an innovation of late
19th-century French poets; American poets followed in their footsteps soon after. Most of the familiar 20th
century poetry written in English is in free verse. Free verse should not be confused with blank verse. While it
too eschews rhyme, it does have a rhythm that continuously repeats a basic patternâ€”that is, it has meter. The
meter of blank verse is iambic pentameter: A foot can be a single wordâ€”like above or awayâ€”or a single
word can extend over a foot and a halfâ€”or more. Blank verse is a translation of the Italian versi sciolti. Both
the English and the Italian terms date to the 16th century, when the Renaissance and its literature were
flourishing. Ballade Chaucer was the first to use the form of the French ballade in English, in poems like "To
Rosemounde. The three stanzas and the envoi a short final stanza that serves as a summary or dedication all
have the same refrain as their final line. Ballade is not to be confused with the more common word ballad.
That word most commonly refers to a slow romantic or sentimental song, or in poetry, to a narrative
composition in rhythmic verse that is suitable for singing. Ballade and ballad do share an origin: Though the
original odes were public works of praise, the Romantic poets used the form for personal introspection and
meditation. The Greeks were the first to write odes, all the way back in the 7th century BCE. Theirs were
usually set to music. The ode form now exists in the poetry of much of the world. The English word ode dates
to the late s, and comes, naturally, from Greek: The form was invented in the late 12th or early 13th century by
the Provencal troubadour Arnaut Daniel. Daniel may not be known to most modern folks, but he was greatly
admired by Dante, who gave him a prominent place in the Purgatory described in his monumental epic poem
The Divine Comedy. The word sestina comes from the Italian word sesto, meaning "sixth. Elegiac couplets
are alternating lines of verse having the rhythmic pattern of one stressed syllable followed by two unstressed
syllables as in the word tenderly repeated first six times and then five times. In English literature since the
16th century, though, elegies have been poems of lamentation in any meter the poet chooses. The broader
meaning of elegy has led to other uses as well. The word sometimes is used to refer to something that
resembles a poetic elegy, such as a speech. It can also refer to any pensive or reflective poem that is nostalgic
or melancholy, or to a short, pensive musical composition. Elegy comes from the Greek word elegos, meaning
"song of mourning. The Iliad and the Odyssey may be the most influential of all epics. The word epic is
another poetry term that has expanded beyond its poetic origins. It can refer to a work of art such as a novel or
drama that resembles or suggests an epic, or to a series of events or a body of legend or tradition thought to
form the proper subject of an epic. The word epic traces back to the Greek word epos, meaning "word, speech,
poem. The term rondel, which in its narrowest sense refers to a similar verse form but with precisely the first
two lines of the first stanza used as the repeated refrain rather than just the opening words of the first stanza ,
is also sometimes used to mean rondeau. Both forms are originally French, and both date to the 13th century.
The origin of the term limerick is obscure, but a group of poets in County Limerick, Ireland, wrote limericks
in Irish in the 18th century. The first collections in English date from around If you want to use the word
limerick in a limerick, you might want to know that the only word it rhymes perfectly with is Cymric , which
means "Welsh. Lord Byron used ottava rima for his mock-heroic Don Juan, written around the same time the
word was adopted into English in The Italian term translates as "eighth rhyme. These stanzas necessarily
mentioned subjects such as the season, the time of day, and important landscape features. As an independent
form, haiku still originally were required to describe nature as shaped by a season, but modern haiku can
address any topic. Tanka refers to a similar kind of poetry. Both words date in English to the late 19th-early
20th century. It is thought to have originated in 13th century Sicily, but Petrarch established the most widely
used sonnet form in the 14th century. The Petrarchan or Italian sonnet characteristically consists of an
eight-line octave , rhyming abbaabba, that states a problem, asks a question, or expresses an emotional
tension, followed by a six-line sestet , of varying rhyme schemes, that resolves the problem, answers the
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question, or resolves the tension. In adapting the Italian form, Elizabethan poets gradually developed the other
major sonnet form, the Shakespearean or English sonnet. It consists of three quatrains , each with an
independent rhyme scheme, and ends with a rhymed couplet. The word sonnet traces to the Latin word sonus,
meaning "sound. That word comes from villano, meaning "peasant. They were short, popular poems that were
unrestricted in form. But a late 16th century villanelle that was particularly popular followed a very particular
formâ€”the form that later came to define villanelles.
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Wallace Stevens is one of America's most respected poets. He was a master stylist, employing an extraordinary
vocabulary and a rigorous precision in crafting his poems.

Chapter 5 : Thirteen Ways Of Looking At A Blackbird Poem by Wallace Stevens - Poem Hunter
Stretch your imagination with this creative writing activity. In Wallace Stevens' poem, "13 Ways of Looking at a
Blackbird", he tackled the challenge of coming up with 13 different ways to describe one object.

Chapter 6 : Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird by Wallace Stevens - Poems | blog.quintoapp.com
The different ways to inspire yourself or find a poem will have you writing. An excellent resource book for the writing
class. I refer to it for unique or novel ways of looking at the world.

Chapter 7 : Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird - Wikipedia
The rhythm of free verse is like the rhythm of speech; it cares more for the sound of words and phrases than for
particular repeated combinations of stressed and unstressed syllables, as in traditional poetry. Free verse also doesn't
concern itself with rhymes. The term free verse is a literal.
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13 Ways Of Looking By Elizabeth Sampson / 28 Feb / No Comments The Taft 7th and 8th graders and I continued down
our path of strange realities with an appropriately winterized poem this week, Wallace Steven's " Thirteen Ways of
Looking at a Blackbird.
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Thirteen Ways: An Exercise in Thinking and Writing One of the poems I like to ask my students to read fairly early on in
the year is Wallace Stevens' "Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird." The poem itself is a kind of case study or
mini-workshop in flexible thinking.
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