DOWNLOAD PDF THE SYMBOLIST TRADITION IN ENGLISH LITERATURE
Chapter 1 : English Ivy Symbolism, Traditions, and Mythology | Owlcation
Symbolism was a late nineteenth-century art movement of French, Russian and Belgian origin in poetry and other arts..
In literature, the style originates with the publication of Charles Baudelaire's Les Fleurs du mal.

Symbolism is a technique used in literature when some things are not to be taken literally. The symbolism can
be an object, person, situation, events or actions that have a deeper meaning in context. This technique can
enhance writing and give insight to the reader. In the spring, I asked the daisies If his words were true, And the
clever, clear-eyed daisies Always knew. Now the fields are brown and barren, Bitter autumn blows, And of all
the stupid asters Not one knows. Instead of the cross, the Albatross About my neck was hung. My love for
Linton is like the foliage in the woods. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath a source of
little visible delight, but necessary. In the movie The Wizard of Oz, the storm symbolizes high emotions and
occurred when those emotions were present. In Hansel and Gretel, bread symbolizes comfort and bread
crumbs symbolize the way home. The works of women are symbolical. We sew, sew, prick our fingers, dull
our sight, Producing what? In the Lone Ranger, silver bullets represent justice by law: A symbol which means
justice by law. I want to become known to all who see the silver bullets that I live and fight to see the eventual
defeat and proper punishment by law of every criminal in the West. It also stands for emotional sensitivity,
since it hurts when someone directs hate towards him. The name of Albus Dumbledore: Dumbledore means
bumblebee in Old English and he liked to hum. Albus means "white" which may symbolize a white wizard or
good wizard. Knockturn sounds like nocturnal and the Dark Arts are practiced at night. These examples of
symbolism in literature show how a few words can provide a much deeper, and different, meaning.
YourDictionary definition and usage example.
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Native American Animals Animals of the Chinese Horoscope ] Artists frequently use animals as subject
matter in their art. Through time animals have appeared in paintings, sculptures, and prints. Animals are also
symbolic. Many cultures through the ages have regarded specific animals as representing gods, power, the
supernatural, and in the cases of Native Americans, used in names. On this page you will find a compilation of
animals and what they represent to their specific cultures through time. These animal symbols have been
collected from sources on the internet. Some of the sources can not be verified as being completely accurate.
Animals in the Bible [and Torah] The Dove When Noah wanted to see if any land had appeared yet after the
flood, he released a dove from the ark. After several releases, the dove returned with an olive branch. This
indicated that the flood was over and subsiding. The dove is used several times in the Bible. So it came back
to Noah in the ship. He reached out and brought the dove back into the ship. He waited seven more days and
again sent the dove out of the ship. The dove came to him in the evening, and in its beak was a freshly plucked
olive leaf. Then Noah knew that the water was gone from the earth. He waited seven more days and sent out
the dove again, but it never came back to him. The dove was described as silly and senseless and flying away
from trouble or responsibility. You call for Egypt and run to Assyria for help. In verse 12, God said He would
snatch Ephraim out of the air like a bird while he runs. He later explains that Ephraim is running because they
are running from God and were rebelling. The dove was also described as something lovely, sweet and
romantic. A woman in love describes the man she loves as like a dove. Song of Solomon 2: Your voice is
sweet, and your figure is lovely. In this case he compared her as being perfect like a dove. He later described
her eyes as like a dove. Song of Solomon 6: Her mother thinks she is unique. She is pure to the one who gave
birth to her In this case, the dove is not described as silly but rather as a means of finding rest. The fact that
they are described as trembling means that they are not able to handle stress well. In Luke, the Spirit is
actually described as looking like a dove. Suddenly, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
coming down as a dove to him. Jesus is described as being like a lamb for slaughter. Lambs were slaughtered
for sacrifice in that era. Jesus spoke of being a shepherd and his people as being like sheep who need guidance
and direction in life. Sheep are described as being lost or scattered and in need of guidance. Now you have
come back to the shepherd and bishop of your lives. Each one of us has turned to go his own way, and the
LORD has laid all our sins on him. My sheep respond to my voice, and I know who they are. They follow
me," Matthew 9: They were troubled and helpless like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus described His purpose
for existence as giving life for the sheep. I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before I did were thieves
or robbers. I am the gate. Those who enter the sheep pen through me will be saved. They will go in and out of
the sheep pen and find food. A thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy. But I came so that my sheep will have
life and so that they will have everything they need. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life
for the sheep. When he sees a wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and quickly runs away. So the wolf drags
the sheep away and scatters the flock. I know my sheep as the Father knows me. My sheep know me as I know
the Father. So I give my life for my sheep. Doves are also mentioned once again as being innocent like a dove.
Why does your anger smolder against the sheep in your care? So be as cunning as snakes but as innocent as
doves. Prepare them for the day of slaughter. We are thought of as sheep to be slaughtered. He will separate
them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right but the goats on his
left. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. God has cursed you! Go into
everlasting fire that was prepared for the devil and his angels! In this case the lamb was once again Jesus. The
lamb looked like he had been slaughtered. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of
God sent all over the world. Following are a few verses that mention lions. In one cases, evil people were
described as lions. God destroyed them in spite of their strength. God destroys them with his breath and kills
them with a blast of his anger. Though the roar of the lion and the growl of the ferocious lion is loud, the
young lions have had their teeth knocked out. The old lions die without any prey to eat, and the cubs of the
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lioness are scattered. She lay down among the lions. She fed many cubs. One of the cubs she raised became a
young lion. He learned to tear apart the animals he hunted. The nations heard about him, caught him in their
pit, and brought him with hooks to Egypt. The lioness waited until she saw that there was no more hope. Then
she took another one of her cubs and raised him into a young lion. He became a young lion, and he prowled
among the lions. He destroyed fortresses and turned cities into wastelands. The land and everyone living in it
were terrified by the sound of his roar. The nations from every region came together against him. They spread
their net over him and caught him in their pit. With hooks they put him in a cage and brought him to the king
of Babylon. Where are the lion, the lioness, and the lion cub who moved about with no one to terrify them?
The lion tore its prey to pieces to feed its cubs. It strangled the prey for its mates. It used to fill its caves with
torn carcasses and its dens with torn flesh. Does a young lion growl in its den unless it has caught something?
The lion has roared. You killed my prophets like a raging lion. A destroyer of nations has set out. He has left
his place to destroy your land.
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This study of both literature and the visual arts is comparative in nature, attempting to establish an English symbolist
tradition as part of an international development linking the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

In ancient Greece, the symbolon was a shard of pottery which was inscribed and then broken into two pieces
which were given to the ambassadors from two allied city states as a record of the alliance. Precursors and
origins[ edit ] Symbolism was largely a reaction against naturalism and realism , anti-idealistic styles which
were attempts to represent reality in its gritty particularity, and to elevate the humble and the ordinary over the
ideal. Symbolism was a reaction in favour of spirituality , the imagination , and dreams. The Symbolist poets
have a more complex relationship with Parnassianism , a French literary style that immediately preceded it.
The Salon hosted a series of six presentations of avant-garde art, writing and music during the s, to give a
presentation space for artists embracing spiritualism, mysticism, and idealism in their work. A number of
Symbolists were associated with the Salon. Symbolists believed that art should represent absolute truths that
could only be described indirectly. Thus, they wrote in a very metaphorical and suggestive manner, endowing
particular images or objects with symbolic meaning. In this art, scenes from nature, human activities, and all
other real world phenomena will not be described for their own sake; here, they are perceptible surfaces
created to represent their esoteric affinities with the primordial Ideals. Synesthesia was a prized experience[
citation needed ]; poets sought to identify and confound the separate senses of scent, sound, and colour. A
noir, E blanc, I rouge, U vert, O bleu: The earlier Romanticism of poetry used symbols , but these symbols
were unique and privileged objects. The symbolists were more extreme, investing all things, even vowels and
perfumes, with potential symbolic value. Significantly, in French, cygne is a homophone of signe , a sign. The
overall effect is of overwhelming whiteness; and the presentation of the narrative elements of the description
is quite indirect: These traits were not hindrances but consequences of their literary gifts. As a result of this
desire for an artistic refuge, the symbolists used characteristic themes of mysticism and otherworldliness, a
keen sense of mortality , and a sense of the malign power of sexuality , which Albert Samain termed a "fruit of
death upon the tree of life. Je me mire et me vois ange! I marvel at myself, I seem an angel! Symbolists and
decadents[ edit ] The symbolist style has frequently been confused with decadence , the name derived from
French literary critics in the s, suggesting the writers were self indulgent and obsessed with taboo subjects. By
the late s, the terms "symbolism" and "decadence" were understood to be almost synonymous. I am the
Empire at the end of the decadence, who watches the large, white barbarians passing, while composing lazy
acrostic poems in a gilded style in which the languor of the sun dances. In painting, symbolism can be seen as
a revival of some mystical tendencies in the Romantic tradition , and was close to the self-consciously morbid
and private decadent movement. Auguste Rodin is sometimes considered a symbolist sculptor. The symbolist
painters used mythological and dream imagery. The symbols used by symbolism are not the familiar emblems
of mainstream iconography but intensely personal, private, obscure and ambiguous references. More a
philosophy than an actual style of art, symbolism in painting influenced the contemporary Art Nouveau style
and Les Nabis. Many symbolist writers and critics were early enthusiasts of the music of Richard Wagner ,
[19] an avid reader of Schopenhauer. The symbolist aesthetic affected the works of Claude Debussy. His
choices of libretti , texts, and themes come almost exclusively from the symbolist canon. Against Nature or
Against the Grain explored many themes that became associated with the symbolist aesthetic. This novel, in
which very little happens, catalogues the psychology of Des Esseintes, an eccentric, reclusive antihero. Few
symbolists used this form. One exception was Gustave Kahn , who published Le Roi fou in In , Georges
Rodenbach wrote the short novel Bruges-la-morte , set in the Flemish town of Bruges , which Rodenbach
described as a dying, medieval city of mourning and quiet contemplation: In it, two Rosicrucian aristocrats
become enamored of each other while trying to kill each other, only to agree to commit suicide mutually
because nothing in life could equal their fantasies. He wrote Belkiss, "dramatic prose-poem" as he called it,
about the doomed passion of Belkiss, The Queen of Sheba , to Solomon, depicting in a avant-guard and
violent style the psychological tension and recreating very accurately the tenth century BC Israel.
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The trends that he identified, such as an interest in description, a lack of adherence to the conventional rules of
literature and art, and a love for extravagant language were the seeds of the Decadent Movement. He would
later use the term decadence to include the subversion of traditional categories in pursuit of full, sensual
expression. Rops delighted in breaking artistic convention and shocking the public with gruesome, fantastical
horror. He was explicitly interested in the Satanic, and he frequently sought to portray the double-threat of
Satan and Woman. He defined this group as those who had been influenced heavily by Baudelaire, though
they were also influenced by Gothic novels and the poetry and fiction of Edgar Allan Poe. Many were
associated with Symbolism , others with Aestheticism. He also identified likely candidates for the core of the
Decadent Movement, which he seemed to view Baudelaire as sitting above: His character Des Esseintes hailed
these writers for their creativity and their craftsmanship, suggesting that they filled him with "insidious
delight" as they used a "secret language" to explore "twisted and precious ideas. None of these artists would
have identified themselves as part of this movement. Nevertheless, the choice of these three established a
decadent perspective on art which favored madness and irrationality, graphic violence, frank pessimism about
cultural institutions, and a disregard for visual logic of the natural world. This group of writers did not only
look to escape the boredom of the banal, but they also sought to shock, scandalize, and subvert the
expectations and values of society, believing that such freedom and creative experimentation would better
humanity. Far-fetched plots were acceptable if they helped generate the desired moments of salacious
experience or glorification of the morbid and grotesque. Many of these authors did also publish symbolist
works, however, and it unclear how strongly they would have identified with Baju as decadents. Arthur
Symons, a British poet and literary critic contemporary with the movement, at one time considered Decadence
in literature to be a parent category that included both Symbolism and Impressionism , as rebellions against
realism. He defined this common, decadent thread as, "an intense self-consciousness, a restless curiosity in
research, an over-subtilizing refinement upon refinement, a spiritual and moral perversity. They worked
together and met together for quite a while, as if they were part of the same movement. There can be no doubt
about it: Languages are imperfect because multiple; the supreme language is missing Words and artifice are
the vehicles for human creativity, and Huysmans suggests that the illusions of fantasy have their own reality:
Symbolism turns its eyes toward Greater Purpose or on the Ideal, using dreams and symbols to approach these
esoteric primal truths. In contrast, Decadence says there is no oblique approach to ultimate truth, because there
is no secret, mystical truth. They despise the very idea of searching for such a thing. If there is truth of value, it
is purely in the sensual experience of the moment. The heroes of Decadent novels, for instance, have the
unquenchable accumulation of luxuries and pleasure, often exotic, as their goal, would have space in its search
for thrills for even the gory and the shocking. Later Czech decadent Arthur Breisky has been quoted by
scholars as speaking to both the importance of illusion and of beauty: Many of those associated with the
Decadent Movement became symbolists after initially associating freely with decadents. Joris-Karl Huysmans
grew to consider Against Nature as the starting point on his journey into Roman Catholic symbolist work and
the acceptance of hope. He left decadence for anarchy. Typically, the influence was felt as an interest in
pleasure, an interest in experimental sexuality, and a fascination with the bizarre, all packaged with a
somewhat trangressive spirit and an aesthetic that values material excess. They were neither aristocrats nor
bored bourgeoisie. They were poor and hungry for something better. The dreams of the decadents gave them
that something better, but something that was hopelessly unattainable. It was that melancholy that drove their
art. From the Decadent Movement he learned the basic idea of a dandy , and his work is almost entirely
focused on developing a philosophy in which the Dandy is the consummate human, surrounded by riches and
elegance, theoretically above society, just as doomed to death and despair as they. Others, such as Walter Pater
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, resisted association with the movement, even though their works seemed to reflect similar ideals. Beardsley
had an explicit interest in the improvement of the social order and the role of art-as-experience in inspiring
that transformation. Wilde had a secret homosexual life. The earliest Russian adherents lacked idealism and
focused on such decadent themes as subversion of morality, disregard for personal health, and living in
blasphemy and sensual pleasure. Russian writers were especially drawn to the morbid aspects of decadence
and in the fascination with death. Dmitry Merezhkovsky is thought to be the first to clearly promote a Russian
decadence that included the idealism that would eventually inspire the French symbolists to disassociate from
the more purely materialistic Decadent Movement. As they refined their craft beyond imitation of Baudelaire
and Verlaine, most of these authors became much more clearly aligned with symbolism than with decadence.
They also shared the same emphasis on shocking society, purely for the scandal. Their works were a cry of
denouncement against injustice and oppression. Their paintings are an image of the social conflicts and police
repression that was happening in Spain at the time. Spaniard writers also wanted to be part of this movement.
He embraced the most debauched lifestyle of the French decadents and celebrated that life in his own poetry.
He had some interaction with Oscar Wilde, and he valued decadence in his personal life. For a time, his work
exemplified both the ideals and style of the movement, but a significant portion of his career was in traditional
journalism and fiction that praised virtue. He has been lauded to his dedication to this cause throughout his
career, but it has also been suggested that, while he lived as a decadent and heralded their work, his own work
was more frustrated, hopeless, and empty of the pleasure that had attracted him to the movement in the first
place. Largely, he focused on cynically describing the impossibility of a true American decadence. It was an
examination of decadence as a trend, and specifically attacked several people associated with the Decadent
Movement, as well as other figures throughout the world who deviated from cultural, moral, or political
norms. His language was colorful and vitriolic, often invoking the worship of Satan. What made the book a
success was its suggestion of a medical diagnosis of "degeneration," a neuro-pathology that resulted in these
behaviors. The study included decadent writing such as Baudelaire and Swinburne , but also anything else that
he considered dark, grim, or sexual in some way. His study centered on the 18th and 19th Centuries.
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Linda Crampton is a writer and teacher with an honors degree in biology. She loves to study nature and write
about animals and plants. The plant is often admired for its beautiful appearance on the walls of buildings. In
the past, English ivy was valued for more than its appearance, however. The plant had important symbolic
meanings and was part of a rich mythology. Even today, some people appreciate the symbolism of the ivy
plant. It has been introduced to many other parts of the world as an ornamental plant. Ivy has large leaves with
interesting shapes, spreads rapidly over a wide variety of supports and is evergreen and perennial. These traits
ensure that the plant is noticed. It has lobed and often large leaves, grows in many different environments, and
sometimes spreads aggressively. It can climb to great heights, using its aerial roots to create strong
attachments to its support as it ascends. When an ivy plant is allowed to grow undisturbed, its older stems can
become as thick as those of some trees. Only the roots attached to the ground penetrate their substrate to
absorb nutrients. The function of the aerial roots is attachment to a support, not absorption. Today, ivy is
sometimes considered to be a nuisance rather than an asset. This is especially true where ivy is an introduced
plant. The vegetative, climbing stage of English ivy is the most noticeable and the one that most people are
familiar with. Its leaves are medium to dark green, shiny, and thick. The leaf veins are conspicuous and are
light yellow or white in color. The leaves of the reproductive stage of the plant are oval with pointed tips and
have no lobes. Ivy has clusters of greenish yellow flowers and produces clumps of blue-black berries. English
ivy reproductive stems and flowers; the leaves are oval and pointed instead of lobed Source The Ancient
Deities of Wine Dionysus was the Ancient Greek god of wine, agriculture, festivity, and theatre. The festivals
related to Dionysus sometimes included drunken frenzy and ecstasy as an important component of the revelry.
In Ancient Rome Dionysus was known as Bacchus. In most versions of the ancient stories about Dionysus, his
father is Zeus, the king of the gods, and his mother is the human Seleme. Both the grapevine and the ivy vine
are his symbols. Dionysus is often depicted wearing a crown of ivy and carrying a thyrsus. The thyrsus was a
wand or staff made from a stalk of the giant fennel plant or the branch of a tree. Ivy was wrapped around the
stalk or branch, which was topped with a pine cone. The thyrsus is believed to have been a fertility symbol.
Dionysus sometimes carries a kantharos, or drinking cup, as well as a thyrsus. A gold stater from the city of
Lampsacus, cIrca BC; the coin depicts either Dionysus or Priapos Priapus wearing a crown or wreath of ivy
leaves from the reproductive stage of the plant Source The giant fennel, or Ferula communis, was used to
make a thyrsus. Ancient people believed that Dionysus discovered how to make wine from grapes and taught
the skill to humans. Therefore he became the god of wine. English ivy was said to grow abundantly over the
mythical mountain of Nysa, the childhood home of Dionysus, which may explain the link between ivy and the
god. In the Middle Ages ivy was still associated with wine. A branch or bunch of ivy was often hung on a pole
outside a tavern to indicate that the building sold wine or ale. The pole was known as an alepole or an alestake.
The bunch of ivy was sometimes known as a bush. From this came the saying. The poet Alexander Pope
wearing a crown of ivy; the crown was traditionally associated with a poet of esteem Source The Binding
Ability of Ivy and its Symbolism English ivy travels along the ground and also climbs up vertical supports
such as tree trunks, fence posts, and walls. If its growth is unchecked it can travel from one plant to another,
binding the plants together. This ability sometimes has a symbolic meaning. Tristan was a Cornish knight and
Isolde was an Irish princess. Tristan went to Ireland to claim Isolde as a bride for King Mark. During the
journey back to Cornwall, Tristan and Isolde fell in love after drinking a love potion. Beyond this basic plot
there are many variations in the story. In some versions, Tristan and Isolde die and are buried in separate
graves by King Mark so that even in death they cannot be together. However, an ivy vine or another vine or a
tree grows out of each grave towards the other one. The ivy vines meet and twine around each other, forming a
connection. Even when the king cuts the vines they regrow and reconnect. Ivy represented peace to the Druids
of old, perhaps because of its ability to bind different plants or even different kinds of plants together. Today
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ivy is often used at weddings, where it symbolizes fidelity. English ivy climbing up a tree trunk Source In the
Middle Ages, holly represented the masculine element, perhaps because of its prickles and harder leaves,
while ivy represented the female element. Both plants were appreciated as winter greenery at a time when
many other plants were bare of leaves, especially as holly and ivy had attractive berries. Even before she
became a professor she was an active investigator in the area of English literature and carols. In this book she
says that many holly and ivy carols existed during the time period that she investigated and that they often
involved a debate about the relative merits of men and women. The first three verses of one of these carols is
shown below. The words of the carol describe why holly is superior to ivy, or why males are better than
females. The word "lybe" in the third verse refers to chapped skin or a chilblain. The carol is believed to date
from the s but the spelling has been updated to that of the s. The newer version was published in in a book
compiled by William Husk called Songs of the Nativity. In the last verse of this carol, Ivy appears to have won
the debate about who "will have the mastery" as Holly goes down on one knee in front of her. The carol is
thought to date from the late s. Holly leaves and berries Source The Contest of the Ivy and the Holly Holly
standeth in the hall fair to behold, Ivy stands without the door; she is full sore a cold Holly and his merry men,
they dancen and they sing; Ivy and her maidens, they weepen and they wring. Ivy hath a lybe, she caught it
with the cold, So may they all have, that with Ivy hold. Decorating for Christmas Carols such as the ones
shown above may have been sung in conjunction with the decorating of a house or a church hall for
Christmas. A common story on carol websites is that good-natured singing contests were held during the time
when the two carols were popular. In these contests, men holly sang songs disparaging women ivy and women
sang songs disparaging men. The old carols about holly and ivy have been replaced by a Christian version,
however. This song is known as "The Holly and the Ivy". The lyrics are somewhat puzzling. The first line is
"The Holly and the Ivy", yet ivy is mentioned nowhere else in the carol except in the last verse, which is a
repeat of the first verse. Holly is given the starring role in the song and ivy is ignored, so it seems strange that
ivy is even mentioned. The explanation that is often given is that the first line in the carol is a remnant of the
old custom of linking holly and ivy together. The "holly" in the carol refers to Christ and the theme of the
carol is his life. The universities were established in the s to s and have a long tradition. The oldest of the
group is Harvard, which was founded in Yale, Pennsylvania, Princeton, Columbia, Brown, and Dartmouth
were founded in the s and Cornell was founded in The term "Ivy League" at first referred to the athletic
league to which all eight universities belonged. Now it refers to the universities themselves. Some of the
university buildings are covered with ivy, and in the s the students at some of the institutions planted ivy as an
annual tradition. The explanation that is considered to be most likely for the origin of the term is its mention
by a newspaper reporter named Caswell Adams. In the early s, a writer at the New York Tribune named
Stanley Woodward referred to the northeastern universities as "ivy colleges". This was perhaps the start of the
tradition of using the word ivy in the group name for the universities. Caswell Adams also worked at the New
York Tribune. This assignment reportedly prevented him from covering a game involving his alma
materâ€”Fordham Universityâ€”which was doing very well in football at that time. Apparently, Adams
complained about having to cover a game between either two "ivy covered" or two "ivy league" universities.
When the report appeared in the newspaper it referred to the universities as Ivy League institutions. English
ivy growing on a brick wall Source The Plant Today English ivy is an interesting and tenacious plant that can
be a useful part of its environment or an annoying interloper. Some people value ivy as an ornamental plant or
as a part of nature. Other people dislike the plant for its rapid growth and its ability to cover other plants and
block sunlight. Whether we are an ivy supporter or a detractor, however, the plant is hard to ignore. Just as in
the past, English ivy can make its presence felt. Other carols about holly and ivy are also shown at this site. A
brief history of the Ivy League is given on a page of the Brown University website.
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century to varying degrees. Symbolist artists sought to express.

Symbolism Definition of Symbolism Symbolism is the use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities, by giving
them symbolic meanings that are different from their literal sense. Symbolism can take different forms.
Generally, it is an object representing another, to give an entirely different meaning that is much deeper and
more significant. Sometimes, however, an action, an event or a word spoken by someone may have a symbolic
value. Similarly, the action of someone smiling at you may stand as a symbol of the feeling of affection which
that person has for you. Symbols do shift their meanings depending on the context they are used in. Thus,
symbolic meaning of an object or an action is understood by when, where, and how it is used. It also depends
on who reads the work. Common Examples of Symbolism in Everyday Life In our daily life, we can easily
identify objects that can be taken as examples of symbolism, such as the following: The dove is a symbol of
peace. A red rose, or the color red, stands for love or romance. Black is a symbol that represents evil or death.
A ladder may stand as a symbol for a connection between heaven and earth. A broken mirror may symbolize
separation. In Chinese culture, the color red symbolizes property and happiness. David stopped his car at the
red signal. In other cultures, the color red is symbol of blood, passion, and danger. Rebels raised a white flag
to negotiate. During war, the color white symbolizes making peace with the enemy. Otherwise, it represents
purity and life. The Red Cross is working around the world. The symbol of the cross represents Christianity,
and the red cross in particular represents aid in times of need. The Muslim forces raised their flag with a
crescent on it. The crescent moon represents Islam. He turned green when found a wallet. Green color is often
associated with greed, jealousy, and monetary affairs. They dressed in black to the funeral of their friend. The
color black is associated with death. The yellow boat turned into the channel, to make the tourists happy. The
color yellow color is the symbol of deterioration and infidelity, as well as the symbol of freshness and
happiness. He was disappointed when the mirror broke. Broken mirror is an symbol of separation. He gave a
red rose to his wife on Valentine Day. Red rose is a symbol for love. He, after a long time, saw a silver lining
in the shape of the arrival of his brother. You have a sixth sense like an owl. You work like an ox. The ox
symbolizes hard work and stamina. When he saw a bat in dream, he grew white with fear. Bats are the symbol
of death. Examples of Symbolism in Literature To develop symbolism in his work, a writer utilizes other
figures of speech, like metaphors, similes, and allegory , as tools. Some symbolism examples in literature are
listed below with brief analysis: Therefore, these lines symbolically refer to their life cycle and their yearning
for a never-ending life. The following lines allow us to look into the symbolic nature of two characters: My
love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath a source of little visible delight, but necessary. Now the
fields are brown and barren, Bitter autumn blows, And of all the stupid asters Not one knows. The Rain By
William H. He does this by describing the way the upper leaves benefit from the rain first, and then hand
down the rest to the lower leaves. The same way, rich people pass on the leftover benefits to the poor people.
Function of Symbolism Symbolism gives a writer freedom to add double levels of meanings to his work:
Symbolism, therefore, gives universality to the characters and the themes of a piece of literature.
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Symbolism is the practice or art of using an object or a word to represent an abstract idea. An action, person,
place, word, or object can all have a symbolic meaning. When an author wants to suggest a certain mood or
emotion, he can also use symbolism to hint at it, rather than just blatantly saying it. Symbolism in Literature
Symbolism is often used by writers to enhance their writing. Symbolism can give a literary work more
richness and color and can make the meaning of the work deeper. In literature, symbolism can take many
forms including: A figure of speech where an object, person, or situation has another meaning other than its
literal meaning. The actions of a character, word, action, or event that have a deeper meaning in the context of
the whole story. Metaphors As Symbolism A metaphor is a figure of speech that uses symbolism. It compares
two things that are not similar and shows that they actually do have something in common. In a metaphor,
there is an additional meaning to a word. This makes it an example of symbolism. Examples of symbolism
that take the form of metaphors include: This is symbolic because it warns you that when you spend your time,
you are giving up the opportunity to be doing something else with that time just as when you spend your
money, you give up your chance to do something else with the money. Further, like money, time is not
infinite. Life is a roller-coaster: This is symbolic because it indicates that there will be ups and downs in life
that you have to weather. He is a rock: This is symbolic because it signifies that he is strong and dependable.
Love is a jewel: This is symbolic because it suggests that love is rare and pressure. Allegory As Symbolism
Sometimes symbolism takes the form of a literary tool called an allegory. Allegory is an extended use of
symbolism and metaphors. A story, a poem, or even a whole book can be an allegory and the symbolism will
permeate throughout. Symbolism in Poetry Many poets used symbolism to deepen the meaning of their
poems. Of course, many of these do wind up in books, magazines, stories, and other written works.
Symbolism is found in colors: Black is used to represent death or evil. White stands for life and purity. Red
can symbolize blood, passion, danger, or immoral character. Purple is a royal color. Yellow stands for
violence or decay. Blue represents peacefulness and calm. Symbolic Objects Objects are often used to
symbolize something else: A chain can symbolize the coming together of two things. A ladder can represent
the relationship between heaven and earth or ascension. A mirror can denote the sun but when it is broken, it
can represent an unhappy union or a separation. Flowers as Symbols Even flowers can have a symbolism:
Roses stand for romance. Lilies stand for beauty and temptation. Symbolism, as you see, can be found almost
anywhere. Any time there is something that represents more than its literal meaning, this can be an example of
symbolism. YourDictionary definition and usage example.
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Symbolism Definition of Symbolism When used as a literary device, symbolism means to imbue objects with
a certain meaning that is different from their original meaning or function. Other literary devices, such as
metaphor , allegory , and allusion , aid in the development of symbolism. Authors use symbolism to tie certain
things that may initially seem unimportant to more universal themes. The symbols then represent these
grander ideas or qualities. For instance, an author may use a particular color that on its own is nothing more
than a color, but hints at a deeper meaning. Common Examples of Symbolism We use symbols all the time in
everyday life. Many people own things that have special meaning for them, such as a gift from a loved one
that represents that bond. Companies use symbols as shorthand to represent their brand, and sports teams name
themselves after fearsome animals and people to invoke power for example, the Detroit Lions and Minnesota
Vikings, respectively. There are also cultural symbols, such as a dove representing peace. Here are more
examples of symbolism from common life: Wedding rings and engagement rings: Wedding and engagement
rings are worn to symbolize a lasting union that a couple has entered into. The thirteen red and white stripes
on the American flag symbolize the original thirteen colonies, while the fifty stars are a symbol for the fifty
states. The five Olympic rings: The primary symbol of the Olympics is the image of five interlocking rings.
This symbol was created in , and the six colorsâ€”the blue, green, black, yellow, and red rings on a white
backgroundâ€”were meant to be a combination of all of the colors on the flags of the participating countries at
the time. The rings now are sometimes thought to represent the five participating regions of the
worldâ€”Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and Oceania, and the Americasâ€”though no color represents any
specific region. This symbol is recognizable across the world. Symbols have been used in cultures all around
the world, evident in ancient legends, fables, and religious texts. One famous example of symbolism is the
story of the Garden of Eden, in which the serpent persuades Eve to eat an apple from the tree of knowledge.
The serpent in this story represents wickedness and the apple is a symbol for knowledge. When analyzing a
piece of literature, examining the primary symbols often leads to a greater understanding of the work itself.
Symbolists rejected realism, and instead thought that truth could only be represented in an indirect manner, i.
After they do so, both are stricken by their guilty consciences. At first, Lady Macbeth chastises her husband
for feeling guilty, but later she is shown sleepwalking through the castle while muttering about the murder.
Several times over in Macbeth there are references to the difficulty of getting out bloodstains, and in this
famous line Lady Macbeth has found that the bloodstain has seeped even into her brain. Example 2 Thus the
young and pure would be taught to look at her, with the scarlet letter flaming on her breast,â€”at her, the child
of honorable parents,â€”at her, the mother of a babe, that would hereafter be a woman, â€”at her, who had
once been innocent, â€”as the figure, the body, the reality of sin. In this excerpt, the meaning of the symbol is
explicitly stated. The scarlet letter is a symbol of sin. The Lord of the Rings by J. This object is imbued with
magic through its creation, and is a symbol for ultimate power. The ultimate power also becomes equated with
evil. Most of them are little animals made out of glass, the tiniest little animals in the world. Mother calls them
a glass menagerie! Oh, be carefulâ€”if you breathe, it breaks! You see how the light shines through him? It
sure does shine! What kind of a thing is this one supposed to be? The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
As in the previous two examples of symbolism, The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams takes its name
from the most prevalent symbol in the play. The character of Laura is a very fragile and unique girl. Her older
brother Tom fears for her safety, just as she fears for the safety of her beloved glass animals. As she explains
in this dialogue with a gentleman caller named Jim, her favorite of the animals is the unicorn. The unicorn is a
symbol for Lauraâ€”unique, a bit strange, and out of place. Jim later breaks the unicorn so that the horn falls
off.
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Such Symbolist forerunners as Verlaine and Rimbaud were greatly influenced by the poetry and thought of
Charles Baudelaire , particularly by the poems in his Les Fleurs du mal This in turn was partly based on their
idealistic conviction that underlying the materiality and individuality of the physical world was another reality
whose essence could best be glimpsed through the subjective emotional responses contributing to and
generated by the work of art. Many little Symbolist reviews and magazines sprang up in the late s, their
authors freely participating in the controversies generated by the attacks of hostile critics on the movement. In
their efforts to escape rigid metrical patterns and to achieve freer poetic rhythms, many Symbolist poets
resorted to the composition of prose poems and the use of vers libre free verse , which has now become a
fundamental form of contemporary poetry. The revival of poetry in Russia stemming from this movement had
as its leader Vladimir Sergeyevich Solovyov. His poetry expressed a belief that the world was a system of
symbols expressing metaphysical realities. Valery Yakovlevich Bryusov, portrait by an unknown artist.
Novosti Press Agency The Symbolist movement in poetry reached its peak around and began to enter a
precipitous decline in popularity about Symbolist works had a strong and lasting influence on much British
and American literature in the 20th century, however. Their experimental techniques greatly enriched the
technical repertoire of modern poetry, and Symbolist theories bore fruit both in the poetry of W. Eliot and in
the modern novel as represented by James Joyce and Virginia Woolf , in which word harmonies and patterns
of images often take preeminence over the narrative. The book relates the varied and surprisingly resourceful
experiments in aesthetic decadence undertaken by a bored aristocrat. Bulloz Symbolist painting Symbolism in
painting took its direction from the poets and literary theorists of the movement, but it also represented a
reaction against the objectivist aims of Realism and the increasingly influential movement of Impressionism.
In contrast to the relatively concrete representation these movements sought, Symbolist painters favoured
works based on fantasy and the imagination. The Symbolist position in painting was authoritatively defined by
the young critic Albert Aurier , an enthusiastic admirer of Paul Gauguin , in an article in the Mercure de
France Symbolist painters turned to the mystical and even the occult in an attempt to evoke subjective states
of mind by visual forms. My Irony Surpasses all Else! However, the painters who are truly representative of
Symbolist aesthetic ideals include three principal figures: Moreau was a figurative painter who created scenes
based on legendary or ancient themes. His highly original style utilized brilliant, jewel-like colours to portray
the ornate, sumptuous interiors of imaginary temples and palaces in which scantily clad figures are caught in
statuesque poses. His work is characterized by exotic eroticism and decorative splendour. Redon explored
mystical, fantastic, and often macabre themes in his paintings and graphics. His paintings stress the poetics of
colour in their delicate harmonies of hues, while his subject matter was highly personal in its mythical and
dreamlike figures. Puvis de Chavannes is now remembered primarily as a muralist. For the Symbolist
playwright, the deeper truths of existence, known instinctively or intuitively, could not be directly expressed
but only indirectly revealed through symbol , myth , and mood. Also influenced by Symbolist beliefs were the
Swedish playwright August Strindberg and the Irish poet and dramatist W. Though Symbolist theatre did not
last long as a unified movement, its sharp break with the realistic tradition along with its reliance on fantasy,
atmosphere, and mood influenced 20th-century playwrights and theatrical production.
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