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Formal schooling henceforth became impossible, but his parents spent evenings teaching him to read and
write, skills which proved essential for future self-education. One sibling took ill and died in the miserable
conditions which followed, while the pregnancy of his mother limited her own ability to work. Making matters
worse, young James lost his job for turning up late on two occasions. In desperation, his stepfather returned to
work at sea, while his mother moved from Glasgow to Newarthill , where his maternal grandmother still lived.
When this job was completed, the family moved to the village of Quarter, South Lanarkshire , where Hardie
went to work as a pony driver at the mines, later working his way into the pits as a hewer. He also worked for
two years above ground in the quarries. By the time he was twenty, he had became a skilled practical miner.
To that end, encouraged by his mother, he had learned to read and write in shorthand. Before long, Hardie was
looked to by other miners as a logical chairman for their meetings and spokesman for their grievances. Mine
owners began to see him as an agitator and in fairly short order, he and two younger brothers were blacklisted
from working in the local mining industry. Union leader[ edit ] Hardie as a young man If Scottish mine
owners had hoped to remove a potential labour agitator from their midst by blacklisting Hardie from work in
the mines, their action proved to be a major miscalculation. The year-old Keir Hardie moved seamlessly from
the coal mines to union organisation work. In May , Scottish mine owners combined to force a reduction of
wages, [11] which had the effect of spurring the demand for unionisation. Huge meetings were held weekly at
Hamilton as mine workers joined together to vent their grievances. On 3 July , Keir Hardie was appointed
Corresponding Secretary of the miners, a post which gave him opportunity to get in touch with other
representatives of the mine workers throughout southern Scotland. The fledgling union had no money, but
worked to gather foodstuffs for striking mine families, as Hardie and other union agents got local merchants to
supply goods upon promise of future payment. This strike also was formally a failure, with miners returning to
work before their demands had been met, but not long after the return wages were escalated across the board
by the mine owners, fearful of future labour actions. He and Hardie met regular to discuss politics when they
both lived in Ayrshire, and would renew their acquaintance on a number of occasions later in life. It was
"through the single tax" on land monopoly that Hardie gradually became a Fabian socialist. He reasoned that
"whatever the idea may be, State socialism is necessary as a stage in the development of the ideal. He finished
last but he was not deterred by this, and believed he would enjoy more success in the future. The Liberals
decided not to field a candidate, but at the same time not to offer Hardie any assistance. Competing against the
Conservative Party candidate, Hardie won by 5, votes to 4, Upon taking his seat on 3 August , Hardie refused
to wear the "parliamentary uniform" of black frock coat , black silk top hat and starched wing collar that other
working-class MPs wore. Instead, Hardie wore a plain tweed suit , a red tie and a deerstalker. Although the
deerstalker hat was the correct and matching apparel for his suit, he was nevertheless lambasted in the press,
and was accused of wearing a flat cap, headgear associated with the common working man â€” "cloth cap in
Parliament". Independent Labour Party[ edit ] An election advertisement for Keir Hardie In , Hardie and
others formed the Independent Labour Party , an action that worried the Liberals, who were afraid that the ILP
might, at some point in the future, win the working-class votes that they traditionally received. Hardie hit the
headlines in , when after an explosion at the Albion colliery in Cilfynydd near Pontypridd which killed miners,
he asked that a message of condolence to the relatives of the victims be added to an address of congratulations
on the birth of a royal heir the future Edward VIII. Keir Hardie, in his evidence to the House of Commons
Select Committee on emigration and immigration, argued that the Scots resented immigrants greatly and that
they would want a total immigration ban. When it was pointed out to him that more people left Scotland than
entered it, he replied, "It would be much better for Scotland if those 1, were compelled to remain there and let
the foreigners be kept out Later that same year Hardie, representing Labour, was elected as the junior MP for
the dual-member constituency of Merthyr Tydfil in the South Wales Valleys, which he would represent for the
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remainder of his life. Only one other Labour MP was elected that year, but from these small beginnings the
party continued to grow, forming the first-ever Labour government in Meanwhile, the Conservative Unionist
government became deeply unpopular, and Liberal leader Henry Campbell-Bannerman was worried about
possible vote-splitting across the Labour and Liberal parties in the next election. A deal was struck in , which
became known as the Lib-Lab pact of or Gladstone-MacDonald pact. The general election result was one of
the biggest landslide victories in British history: Conservative leader and former Prime Minister, Arthur
Balfour , lost his seat, Manchester East , on a swing of over 20 percent. What would later turn out to be even
more significant was the election of 29 Labour MPs. His secretary Margaret Symons Travers was the first
woman to speak in the Houses of Parliament when she tricked her way in on 13 October During a visit to the
United States in , his criticism of sectarianism among American radicals caused intensified debate regarding
the American Socialist Party possibly joining with the unions in a labour party. A pacifist , Hardie was
appalled by the First World War and along with socialists in other countries he tried to organise an
international general strike to stop the war. His stance was not popular, even within the Labour Party, but he
continued to address anti-war demonstrations across the country and to support conscientious objectors.
Hardie is still held in high esteem in his old home town of Holytown , where his childhood home is preserved
for people to view, whilst the local sports centre was named in his own honour as "The Keir Hardie Sports
Centre". Keir Hardie Memorial Primary School opened in , named for him. Alan Morrison has, in turn, used
the title Keir Hardie Street for his narrative long poem in which a fictitious, turn-of-the-century, working-class
poet discovers a socialist utopia off the dreamt-up Sea-Green Line of the London Underground. Every other
street is named after a pre Labour MP. Furthermore, an estate in the London Borough of Brent was also named
after Hardie. In recognition of his work as a lay preacher, the Keir Hardie Methodist Church in London bears
his name. I found him a man who was not only an idealistic crusader, but a pragmatist, anxious to work with
radical Liberals whose ideology he largely shared, subtle in building up the Labour alliance with the trade
unions and the other socialist bodies, and supremely flexible in his political philosophy, a very generalised
socialism based on a secularised Christianity rather than Marxism. He was no economist and was ill-informed
on many issues, but he had uniquely the charisma and vision that any radical movement needs. The Man and
His Message
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Labourites from both sides of the party still often ask: Labour should ask itself: During the summer, his name
has been invoked in the leadership debate by figures as different as Alan Johnson, Peter Mandelson and
Corbyn himself. What would Keir Hardie do? What would Keir Hardie say? Born simply as James Kerr, he
was furnished, aged three, with a fine new name Keir and Kerr were local variants , and aged 10, began his
year-career as a collier. He became a lay preacher and a total abstainer, and later took with equal gusto to
vegetarianism and hydrotherapy. Like Gandhi, his beliefs were heavily shot through with what might be called
the counterculture of late Victorianism. His appearance was far more bohemian than proletarian: This was in ;
the parliamentary Labour party was only two years old and Hardie had already resigned as its leader; already
the split had begun to appear that in the years since has been a defining feature of Labour politics: In other
senses, too: During a tour of India in , Hardie spoke to vast crowds about the need to reform the British
administration through non-violent agitation. The Mail accused him of fomenting armed rebellion. He was
never a republican: Corbyn stands silent for national anthem at Battle of Britain service Read more Words
were what he was good at: The reading is beautifully done. The French worker has no quarrel with his
Austrian comrades. If that be so, why are we on the verge of the greatest calamity Europe has ever seen?
Britain declared war on Germany two days later, a declaration unopposed â€” welcomed even â€” by the great
majority of the working-class that Hardie had believed would stand firmly against it. All of this came as a
shock to him and broke his spirit. The parallel extends to Corbyn here, too. Not in terms of their of gifts â€”
Hardie had the articulacy and robust optimism that belong to another age.
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Add tags for "The Keir Hardie calendar: a quotation from the writings and speeches of J. Keir Hardie for every day of the
year". Be the first.
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
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Chapter 8 : Calendar â€“ Keir Hardie Primary School
Keir Hardie Memorial Primary Lanarkshire Newarthill - School Holidays, Half Term Dates and Term Dates listed in a
table in date order. Link to school, link to ofsted, Brannock Road Newarthill Lanarkshire ML1 5DU.
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James Keir Hardie (15 August - 26 September ) was a Scottish socialist, politician, and trade blog.quintoapp.com was
the founder of the Labour Party, the first Leader of the Labour Party and the first ever Labour Member of Parliament.
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