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The "wars" mentioned in the opening paragraph of this letter were incident to the trouble concerning the
boundary line between California and Nevada. The trouble continued for some time, with occasional
bloodshed. The next letter is an exultant one. There were few enough of this sort. We cannot pretend to keep
track of the multiplicity of mines and shares which lure the gold-hunters, pecking away at the flinty ledges,
usually in the snow. It has been necessary to abbreviate this letter, for much of it has lost all importance with
the years, and is merely confusing. Later he was to lose faith in "Raish," whether with justice or not we cannot
know now. To Orion Clowns, in Carson City: Therefore, we need fret and fume, and worry and doubt no
more, but just lie still and put up with privations for six months. Perhaps three months will "let us out. We
have got to wait six weeks, anyhow, for a dividend, maybe longer--but that it will come there is no shadow of
a doubt, I have got the thing sifted down to a dead moral certainty. The ledge is six feet wide, and one needs
no glass to see gold and silver in it. Phillips and I own one half of a segregated claim in the "Flyaway"
discovery, and good interests in two extensions on it. We put men to work on our part of the discovery
yesterday, and last night they brought us some fine specimens. May Yours by the mail received last night. Tell
Rice to give it to some poor man. But hereafter, when anybody holds up a glittering prospect before you, just
argue in this wise, viz: Now, it is made. Some of them may beat us a few months, but we shall be on hand in
the fullness of time, as sure as fate. I would hate to swap chances with any member of the "tribe"--in fact, I am
so lost to all sense and reason as to be capable of refusing to trade "Flyaway" with but feet in the Company of
four, foot for foot for that splendid "Lady Washington," with its lists of capitalist proprietors, and its 35, feet
of Priceless ground. But I have struck my tent in Esmeralda, and I care for no mines but those which I can
superintend myself. I am a citizen here now, and I am satisfied--although R. Raish is looking anxiously for
money and so am I. Send me whatever you can spare conveniently--I want it to work the Flyaway with. I shall
work the "Monitor" and the other claims with my own hands. The specimen came from the croppings, but was
a choice one, and showed much free gold to the naked eye. Make them fix for you before the 1st of July-for
maybe you might want to "come out strong" on the 4th, you know. No, the Post Office is all right and kept by
a gentleman but W. They charge 25 cts to express a letter from here, but I believe they have quit charging
twice for letters that arrive prepaid. But I have seen exceedingly choice chunks from that shaft. My intention at
first in sending the Antelope specimen was that you might see that it resembles the Monitor--but, come to
think, a man can tell absolutely nothing about that without seeing both ledges themselves. I tried to break a
handsome chunk from a huge piece of my darling Monitor which we brought from the croppings yesterday,
but it all splintered up, and I send you the scraps. I call that "choice"--any dd fool would. It is amply able to
speak for itself. It is six feet wide on top, and traversed through and through with veins whose color proclaims
their worth. What the devil does a man want with any more feet when he owns in the Flyaway and the
invincible bomb-proof Monitor? He or I, one will drop a line to the "Age" occasionally. I suppose you saw my
letters in the "Enterprise. You see Bixby is on the flag-ship. He always was the best pilot on the Mississippi,
and deserves his "posish. We see how anxious he was for his brother to make a good official showing. If a
niggardly Government refused to provide decent quarters--no matter; the miners, with gold pouring in, would
themselves pay for a suite "superbly carpeted," and all kept in order by "two likely contrabands"--that is to
say, negroes. Samuel Clemens in those days believed in expansion and impressive surroundings. His brother,
though also mining mad, was rather inclined to be penny wise in the matter of office luxury--not a bad idea, as
it turned out. To Orion Clemens, in Carson City: If that rock came from a well-defined ledge, that particular
vein must be at least an inch wide, judging from this specimen, which is fully that thick. When I came in the
other evening, hungry and tired and ill-natured, and threw down my pick and shovel, Raish gave me your
specimen--said Bagley brought it, and asked me if it were cinnabar. I examined it by the waning daylight, and
took the specks of fine gold for sulphurets--wrote you I did not think much of it--and posted the letter
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immediately. But as soon as I looked at it in the broad light of day, I saw my mistake. Then we washed out
one-fourth of it, and got a noble prospect. This we reduced with the blow-pipe, and got about two cents
herewith enclosed in pure gold. We were eminently well satisfied. Therefore, hold on to the "Mountain
House," for it is a "big thing. We two will work the ledge, and have full control, and pay all expenses. There is
too much of a sameness in the letters of this period to use all of them. There are always new claims, and work
done, apparently without system or continuance, hoping to uncover sudden boundless affluence. In the next
letter and the one following it we get a hint of an episode, or rather of two incidents which he combined into
an episode in Roughing It. The story as told in that book is an account of what might have happened, rather
than history. There was never really any money in the "blind lead" of the Wide West claim, except that which
was sunk in it by unfortunate investors. Only extracts from these letters are given. The other portions are
irrelevant and of slight value. Extract from a letter to Orion Clemens, in Carson City: Two or three of the old
"Salina" company entered our hole on the Monitor yesterday morning, before our men got there, and took
possession, armed with revolvers. We went up and demanded possession, and they refused. Said they were in
the hole, armed and meant to die for it, if necessary. I got in with them, and again demanded possession. They
said I might stay in it as long as I pleased, and work but they would do the same. I asked one of our company
to take my place in the hole, while I went to consult a lawyer. The lawyer said it was no go. They must offer
some "force. Now you understand the shooting scrape in which Gebhart was killed the other day. The
Clemens Company--all of us--hate to resort to arms in this matter, and it will not be done until it becomes a
forced hand--but I think that will be the end of it, never- the-less. The mine relocated in this letter was not the
"Wide West," but it furnished the proper incident. The only mention of the "Wide West" is found in a letter
written in July. Raish and I have secured out of a ft. In order to get in, we agreed to sink 30 ft. We have sub-let
to another man for 50 ft. The "Wide West" claim was forfeited, but there is no evidence to show that Clemens
and his partners were ever, except in fiction, "millionaires for ten days. The letters of this summer most of
them bear evidence of waning confidence in mining as a source of fortune--the miner has now little faith in his
own judgment, and none at all in that of his brother, who was without practical experience. Letter to Orion
Clemens, in Carson City: Concerning the letter, for instance: The balance of your letter, I say, pleases me
exceedingly. Especially that about the H. It pleases me because, if the ledges prove to be worthless, it will be a
pleasant reflection to know that others were beaten worse than ourselves. He said he had been hankering after
a few feet in the H. We went and looked at the ledges, and both of them acknowledged that there was nothing
in them but good "indications. I expect that the way it got so high in Cal. It always snows here, I expect. I am
afraid of that H. He said that was true enough, but they would hang to it until it did prove rich. He is much of a
gentleman, that man Allen. I have nothing to report, at present, except that I shall find out all I want to know
about this locality before I leave it. How do the Records pay? She hopes that he will do better, and some time
write something "that his kin will be proud of. When, in July, the financial situation became desperate, the
Esmeralda miner was moved to turn to literature for relief. But we will let him present the situation himself. I
own 25 feet of the 1st east ex. But as the ledge will be difficult to find he is allowed six months to find it in.
An eighteenth of the Ophir was a fortune to John D.

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF THE COMPLETE LETTERS OF MARK TWAIN
Chapter 2 : - The Complete Letters Of Mark Twain by Mark Twain
The Complete Letters of Mark Twain has 14 ratings and 3 reviews. Scott said: Like all life's, Twain's was a rich evolution
of character and concerns as r.

His parents met when his father moved to Missouri , and they were married in Orion â€” , Henry â€” , and
Pamela â€” His sister Margaret â€” died when Twain was three, and his brother Benjamin â€” died three years
later. His brother Pleasant Hannibal died at three weeks of age. His father was an attorney and judge, who died
of pneumonia in , when Twain was Louis , and Cincinnati , joining the newly formed International
Typographical Union , the printers trade union. He educated himself in public libraries in the evenings, finding
wider information than at a conventional school. Pilot was the grandest position of all. The pilot, even in those
days of trivial wages, had a princely salary â€” from a hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars a
month, and no board to pay. The pilot had to: Bixby took Twain on as a cub pilot to teach him the river
between New Orleans and St. Twain studied the Mississippi, learning its landmarks, how to navigate its
currents effectively, and how to read the river and its constantly shifting channels, reefs, submerged snags, and
rocks that would "tear the life out of the strongest vessel that ever floated". Henry was killed on June 21, ,
when their steamboat Pennsylvania exploded. Twain claimed to have foreseen this death in a dream a month
earlier, [22]: He continued to work on the river and was a river pilot until the Civil War broke out in , when
traffic was curtailed along the Mississippi River. At the start of hostilities, he enlisted briefly in a local
Confederate unit. He later wrote the sketch " The Private History of a Campaign That Failed ", describing how
he and his friends had been Confederate volunteers for two weeks before disbanding. Twain describes the
episode in his book Roughing It. Nye in , and Twain joined him when he moved west. The brothers traveled
more than two weeks on a stagecoach across the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains , visiting the Mormon
community in Salt Lake City. Joe Goodman; party at Gov. He may have been romantically involved with the
poet Ina Coolbrith. A year later, he traveled to the Sandwich Islands present-day Hawaii as a reporter for the
Sacramento Union. His letters to the Union were popular and became the basis for his first lectures. He wrote
a collection of travel letters which were later compiled as The Innocents Abroad It was on this trip that he met
fellow passenger Charles Langdon, who showed him a picture of his sister Olivia. Twain later claimed to have
fallen in love at first sight. The couple lived in Buffalo, New York , from to He owned a stake in the Buffalo
Express newspaper and worked as an editor and writer. They had three daughters: Susy â€” , Clara â€” , [36]
and Jean â€” Library of Twain House , with hand-stenciled paneling, fireplaces from India, embossed
wallpaper, and hand-carved mantel from Scotland Twain moved his family to Hartford, Connecticut, where he
arranged the building of a home starting in Also, he smoked cigars constantly, and Susan did not want him to
do so in her house. Twain wrote many of his classic novels during his 17 years in Hartford â€” and over 20
summers at Quarry Farm. Love of science and technology Twain in the lab of Nikola Tesla , early Twain was
fascinated with science and scientific inquiry. Twain patented three inventions, including an "Improvement in
Adjustable and Detachable Straps for Garments" to replace suspenders and a history trivia game. This type of
historical manipulation became a trope of speculative fiction as alternate histories. Part of the footage was
used in The Prince and the Pauper , a two-reel short film. It is the only known existing film footage of Twain.
He invested mostly in new inventions and technology, particularly in the Paige typesetting machine. It was a
beautifully engineered mechanical marvel that amazed viewers when it worked, but it was prone to
breakdowns. Webster and Company , which enjoyed initial success selling the memoirs of Ulysses S. Fewer
than copies were sold. Twain, Olivia, and their daughter Susy were all faced with health problems, and they
believed that it would be of benefit to visit European baths. During that period, Twain returned four times to
New York due to his enduring business troubles. Rogers first made him file for bankruptcy in April , then had
him transfer the copyrights on his written works to his wife to prevent creditors from gaining possession of
them. The first part of the itinerary took him across northern America to British Columbia , Canada, until the
second half of August. For the second part, he sailed across the Pacific Ocean. His scheduled lecture in
Honolulu , Hawaii had to be canceled due to a cholera epidemic. His three months in India became the
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centerpiece of his page book Following the Equator. In the second half of July , he sailed back to England,
completing his circumnavigation of the world begun 14 months before. Clara had wished to study the piano
under Theodor Leschetizky in Vienna. Jonas Henrik Kellgren, a Swedish osteopathic practitioner in Belgravia.
Coming back in fall, they continued the treatment in London, until Twain was convinced by lengthy inquiries
in America that similar osteopathic expertise was available there. In the late s, he spoke to the Savage Club in
London and was elected an honorary member. He was told that only three men had been so honored, including
the Prince of Wales , and he replied: The reason for the Ottawa visit had been to secure Canadian and British
copyrights for Life on the Mississippi. In , Twain began his autobiography in the North American Review. He
was resistant initially, but he eventually admitted that four of the resulting images were the finest ones ever
taken of him. The dozen or so members ranged in age from 10 to He exchanged letters with his "Angel Fish"
girls and invited them to concerts and the theatre and to play games. It is coming again next year, and I expect
to go out with it. The Almighty has said, no doubt: He has made an enduring part of American literature. The
Langdon family plot is marked by a foot monument two fathoms, or "mark twain" placed there by his
surviving daughter Clara. He expressed a preference for cremation for example, in Life on the Mississippi ,
but he acknowledged that his surviving family would have the last word. Please improve it by verifying the
claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original research should be removed.
March Learn how and when to remove this template message Mark Twain in his gown scarlet with grey
sleeves and facings for his D. At mid-career, he combined rich humor, sturdy narrative, and social criticism in
Huckleberry Finn. He was a master of rendering colloquial speech and helped to create and popularize a
distinctive American literature built on American themes and language. Many of his works have been
suppressed at times for various reasons. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been repeatedly restricted in
American high schools, not least for its frequent use of the word " nigger ",[ citation needed ] which was in
common usage in the pre-Civil War period in which the novel was set. Researchers rediscovered published
material as recently as and Clemens, your lecture was magnificent. It was eloquent, moving, sincere. Never in
my entire life have I listened to such a magnificent piece of descriptive narration. It is a sin you must never
commit again. You closed a most eloquent description, by which you had keyed your audience up to a pitch of
the intensest interest, with a piece of atrocious anti-climax which nullified all the really fine effect you had
produced. Click on historical marker and interior view. It was in these days that Twain became a writer of the
Sagebrush School ; he was known later as the most notable within the genre. After a burst of popularity, the
Sacramento Union commissioned him to write letters about his travel experiences. The first journey that he
took for this job was to ride the steamer Ajax on its maiden voyage to the Sandwich Islands Hawaii. All the
while, he was writing letters to the newspaper that were meant for publishing, chronicling his experiences with
humor. These letters proved to be the genesis to his work with the San Francisco Alta California newspaper,
which designated him a traveling correspondent for a trip from San Francisco to New York City via the
Panama isthmus. In , he published his second piece of travel literature, Roughing It, as an account of his
journey from Missouri to Nevada, his subsequent life in the American West , and his visit to Hawaii. The book
lampoons American and Western society in the same way that Innocents critiqued the various countries of
Europe and the Middle East. His next work was The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today , his first attempt at writing
a novel. The book is also notable because it is his only collaboration, written with his neighbor Charles Dudley
Warner. Old Times on the Mississippi was a series of sketches published in the Atlantic Monthly in featuring
his disillusionment with Romanticism. Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn This section needs additional
citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. The Prince and the Pauper was not as well received, despite a
storyline that is common in film and literature today. The book tells the story of two boys born on the same
day who are physically identical, acting as a social commentary as the prince and pauper switch places. Twain
had started Adventures of Huckleberry Finn which he consistently had problems completing [78] and had
completed his travel book A Tramp Abroad , which describes his travels through central and southern Europe.
Some have called it the first Great American Novel, and the book has become required reading in many
schools throughout the United States. Huckleberry Finn was an offshoot from Tom Sawyer and had a more
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serious tone than its predecessor.
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Mark Twain, in Washington, was in line for political preferment: His wide acquaintance on the Pacific slope,
his new fame and growing popularity, his powerful and dreaded pen, all gave him special distinction at the
capital. From time to time the offer of one office or another tempted him, but he wisely, or luckily, resisted. In
his letters home are presented some of his problems. Jane Clemens and Mrs. The two months have passed, I
heard day before yesterday that a new and almost unknown candidate had suddenly turned up on the inside
track, and was to be appointed at once. I hunted up all our Senators and representatives and found that his
name was actually to come from the President early in the morning. It was a great temptation, but it would
render it impossible to fill my book contract, and I had to drop the idea. Conness offers me any choice out of
five influential California offices. They want to send me abroad, as a Consul or a Minister. God knows I am
mean enough and lazy enough, now, without being a foreign consul. Sometime in the course of the present
century I think they will create a Commissioner of Patents, and then I hope to get a berth for Orion. I
published 6 or 7 letters in the Tribune while I was gone, now I cannot get them. I suppose I must have them
copied. Love to all Orion Clemens was once more a candidate for office: Nevada had become a State; with
regularly elected officials, and Orion had somehow missed being chosen. His day of authority had passed, and
the law having failed to support him, he was again back at his old occupation, setting type in St. He was, as
ever, full of dreams and inventions that would some day lead to fortune. With the gift of the Sellers
imagination, inherited by all the family, he lacked the driving power which means achievement. More and
more as the years went by he would lean upon his brother for moral and physical support. The chances for him
in Washington do not appear to have been bright. The political situation under Andrew Johnson was not a
happy one. To Orion Clemens, in St. The same remark will apply to all offices here, now, and no doubt will,
till the close of the present administration. Any man who holds a place here, now, stands prepared at all times
to vacate it. You are doing, now, exactly what I wanted you to do a year ago. We chase phantoms half the days
of our lives. It is well if we learn wisdom even then, and save the other half. I am in for it. I must go on
chasing them until I marry--then I am done with literature and all other bosh,--that is, literature wherewith to
please the general public. I shall write to please myself, then. I hope you will set type till you complete that
invention, for surely government pap must be nauseating food for a man--a man whom God has enabled to
saw wood and be independent. It really seemed to me a falling from grace, the idea of going back to San
Francisco nothing better than a mere postmaster, albeit the public would have thought I came with gilded
honors, and in great glory. I only retain correspondence enough, now, to make a living for myself, and have
discarded all else, so that I may have time to spare for the book. Drat the thing, I wish it were done, or that I
had no other writing to do. This is the place to get a poor opinion of everybody in. There are more pitiful
intellects in this Congress! There are few of them that I find pleasant enough company to visit. I am most
infernally tired of Wash. They parted without friction, though in later years, when Stewart had become old and
irascible, he used to recount a list of grievances and declare that he had been obliged to threaten violence in
order to bring Mark to terms; but this was because the author of Roughing It had in that book taken liberties
with the Senator, to the extent of an anecdote and portrait which, though certainly harmless enough, had for
some reason given deep offense. Mark Twain really had no time for secretary work. For one thing he was
associated with John Swinton in supplying a Washington letter to a list of newspapers, and then he was busy
collecting his Quaker City letters, and preparing the copy for his book. Matters were going well enough, when
trouble developed from an unexpected quarter. The Alta-California had copyrighted the letters and proposed to
issue them in book form. There had been no contract which would prevent this, and the correspondence which
Clemens undertook with the Alta management led to nothing. He knew that he had powerful friends among
the owners, if he could reach them personally, and he presently concluded to return to San Francisco, make
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what arrangement he could, and finish his book there. It was his fashion to be prompt; in his next letter we
find him already on the way. Jane Clemens and family, in St. I worry a great deal about being obliged to go
without seeing you all, but it could not be helped. Dan Slote, my splendid room-mate in the Quaker City and
the noblest man on earth, will call to see you within a month. Make him dine with you and spend the evening.
His house is my home always in. Yrs affy, The San Francisco trip proved successful. Once on the ground
Clemens had little difficulty in convincing the Alta publishers that they had received full value in the
newspaper use of the letters, and that the book rights remained with the author. A letter to Bliss conveys the
situation. To Elisha Bliss, Jr. SIR,--The Alta people, after some hesitation, have given me permission to use
my printed letters, and have ceased to think of publishing them themselves in book form. I am steadily at
work, and shall start East with the completed Manuscript, about the middle of June. I lectured here, on the trip,
the other night-over sixteen hundred dollars in gold in the house--every seat taken and paid for before night.
Yrs truly, But he did not sail in June. His friends persuaded him to cover his lecture circuit of two years
before, telling the story of his travels. This he did with considerable profit, being everywhere received with
great honors. He ended this tour with a second lecture in San Francisco, announced in a droll and
characteristic fashion which delighted his Pacific admirers, and insured him a crowded house. A Biography,
chap xlvi, and Appendix H. It was by no means a compilation of his newspaper letters. His literary vision was
steadily broadening. All of the letters had been radically edited, some had been rewritten, some entirely
eliminated. He probably thought very well of the book, an opinion shared by Bliss, but it is unlikely that either
of them realized that it was to become a permanent classic, and the best selling book of travel for at least fifty
years. In his letter of January 8th we note that he expects to go to Elmira for a few days as soon as he has time.
But he did not have time, or perhaps did not receive a pressing invitation until he had returned with his MS.
The invitation was given for a week, but through a subterfuge--unpremeditated, and certainly fair enough in a
matter of love-he was enabled to considerably prolong his visit. By the end of his stay he had become really
"like one of the family," though certainly not yet accepted as such. The fragmentary letter that follows reflects
something of his pleasant situation. Fairbanks mentioned in this letter had been something more than a
"shipmother" to Mark Twain. She had given Mark Twain sound advice as to his letters, which he had usually
read to her, and had in no small degree modified his early natural tendency to exaggeration and outlandish
humor. He owed her much, and never failed to pay her tribute. Part of a letter to Mrs. Fairbanks, at Cleveland,
would lose half its pleasure if Charlie were not along. Louis ought to be there too. We three were Mrs. She
took good care that we were at church regularly on Sundays; at the 8-bells prayer meeting every night; and she
kept our buttons sewed on and our clothing in order--and in a word was as busy and considerate, and as
watchful over her family of uncouth and unruly cubs, and as patient and as long-suffering, withal, as a natural
mother. Something called me away. I am most comfortably situated here. This is the pleasantest family I ever
knew. I only have one trouble, and that is they give me too much thought and too much time and invention to
the object of making my visit pass delightfully. It needs Just how and when he left the Langdon home the
letters do not record. Early that fall he began a lecture engagement with James Redpath, proprietor of the
Boston Lyceum Bureau, and his engagements were often within reach of Elmira. He had a standing invitation
now to the Langdon home, and the end of the week often found him there. Yet when at last he proposed for
the hand of Livy Langdon the acceptance was by no means prompt. He was a favorite in the Langdon
household, but his suitability as a husband for the frail and gentle daughter was questioned. However, he was
carrying everything, just then, by storm. The largest houses everywhere were crowded to hear him. Papers
spoke of him as the coming man of the age, people came to their doors to see him pass. There is but one letter
of this period, but it gives us the picture. She had in her house, and I had upwards of 1, All the seats were sold
in a driving rain storm, 3 days ago, as reserved seats at 25 cents extra, even those in the second and third
tiers--and when the last seat was gone the box office had not been open more than 2 hours. When I reached the
theatre they were turning people away and the house was crammed, or stood up, all the evening. I go to Elmira
tonight.
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