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Why was I so pleased about this book? Well first it is out of print. Apparently there are 30 copies in a
warehouse in England and that is it. I always hate to see a good bridge book become unavailable. I have fond
memories of this book. Years ago when Ray and I started Master Point Press we went into bookstores and
made presentations to whatever customers we could round up. Sometimes we taught them how to play bridge
in half an hour and sometimes we were lucky enough to have a few bridge players around and I would give
them tips from this book. I could open the book at random and find something worthwhile to talk about. Any
time I pick up this book I learn something. You savor it, dipping in and reading a bit at a time. So I am going
to do it again. I am going to open this book at a random page and see what pops up. Well what do you know?
The article is called Honor Thy Partner and it is in the defence section. That is a theme I am familiar with and
I do think about when defending. There are several other good examples of other ways you can help your
partner do the right thing. A great thing to do because beside winning imps it makes partner happy. Another
random flip gets me to an article I know I will like because it is something I have been thinking about lately as
a teaching point. It is the idea of holding up the ace of trump written by Giorgio Belladonna. There is a nice
bio but anyway back to the article. He points out the value of holding up the ace of trump using an example of
a deal where you have a suit to force with. A cuter example is this deal:
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Declarer won with the king in dummy. Obviously, at this point he can play ace and another heart, hoping to
guess right in clubs if it comes to that. However, declarer decided that his chances of stealing the king of
spades - in addition to the possibility that I had a singleton diamond and three hearts to the king plus at least
one black ace - justified winning the lead in dummy and playing the three of spades at trick two. Declarer was
doomed at this point. I took the king of spades with my ace and returned the seven of diamonds. The jack of
hearts came next and my partner, Bobby Wolff, won with the king. Being the careful, thoughtful player that he
is, Wolff began to think about his return. It was at this point that my energy became misdirected. Say Wolff
had chosen to return a spade, the only logical alternative to a diamond. Declarer would ruff and, knowing I
had started with a doubleton diamond, would have been forced to play me for the ace of clubs. Pulling two
more rounds of trumps and then unblocking diamonds would be a certain one down. He would have to use his
last trump to return to his hand to run diamonds, and the defence would be waiting with the ace of clubs and
queen of spades. Therefore, declarer would have to play a club immediately after ruffing the second round of
spades. He would reason that if East had the ace of clubs, a diamond would surely be returned and he would
be one down as before. Therefore, if I ducked the club, declarer would go up with the king, pull trumps,
unblock the diamond suit and return to his hand with a spade ruff. Making ten tricks - and his team would
have gone to Salsomaggiore instead of mine. I could still have defeated Four Hearts without the diamond ruff,
however. On the spade return, declarer would have ruffed and been forced to lead clubs at the next trick. The
winning defence is for me to rise with the ace of clubs and play the queen of spades! Look what happens to
declarer on that defence. Forced to ruff, he would be down to two trumps in each hand - with the diamond suit
still blocked. If he draws trumps he has no chance. If he draws one more round of trumps before playing
diamonds again, hoping I started with only two trumps, I still get my ruff. If he plays a club to the king and
ruffs a club, I will get my ten of hearts. You will surely never find it if you sit there pining for partner to return
a diamond. The reality of bridge is that your partners will vary from great to bad - and even the great ones will
not always see the defence that is obvious to you. The same thing applies in other settings. I wish I had made a
different lead. There may still be time - and ways - for your side to prevail. My BOLS bridge tip is: When in ,
do as the Romans do, i. Concentrate on what cards you should play or bids you should make rather than
expend your energy worrying about what your partner should or should not do.
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In all, he has amassed 13 world championships. He learned bridge under unforeseeable circumstances as a
university student in Italy. Stuck in Naples, Garozzo spent some time learning bridge with friends from a Ely
Culbertson book. It was an inauspicious start. He pored through bridge books and played Autobridge, a
popular solitaire tutorial game of the time. The s were spent in a variety of occupations: Garozzo replaced
Guglielmo Siniscalco, who had resigned from the team to focus on his business. Up until then, Garozzo had
enjoyed success playing few or no conventions. This was not the Blue Team way. Eugenio Chiaradia taught
him the Neapolitan Club system as quickly as possible, with the expectation that Garozzo would employ it
with partner Pietro Forquet. He would partner the great Forquet from - , and then again in to win 7 Bermuda
Bowls. Garozzo later recounted, "During the years when the Blue Team was at its most dominant, we were a
real team. We all worked together. These words are not always intended to be critical since Benito says
exactly the same when he has hit upon the winning line of play which could be found only double dummy. He
also augmented his income by playing professionally in the Omar Sharif Bridge Circus from - , when actor
Omar Sharif paid Garozzo, Belladonna, Forquet and French expert Claude Delmouly to play exhibition
matches around the world. The Chinese-American businessman C. Wei, who invented the Precision bidding
system, also hired Garozzo and Belladonna in the early s. By this time, Garozzo was a scientific bidding
enthusiast. They would use it in world championships to represent Italy with great success. Alongside their
Blue Team compatriots, the pair won 3 additional Bermuda Bowls in , and Regrettably, the last of these
victories was marred by a cheating scandal involving Blue Team members Gianfranco Facchini and Sergio
Zucchelli. In , Garozzo began playing with the American bridge player Lea du Pont. This eventually led to
Garozzo moving to the United States in and acquiring dual nationality in He has been seen playing on
OKbridge with du Pont in the past. As American expert Eddie Kantar puts it, they play " He can still be
spotted at ACBL tournaments and has even quipped that he would like to represent the United States someday
in a world tournament. Bobby Wolff, a member of the Dallas Aces who competed against Garozzo for many
years, says "I sincerely consider Benito Garozzo to be the best player ever - and I do not stand alone. We had a
team that had very good temperament. I was the worst one. You need to concentrate on declarer play and
defense - that is where most of the points are lost. At teams, you need to have more system, particularly for
competitive bidding. The old system was based on controls, and it has taken me many years to realize that was
wrong. The distribution is the most important thing and you should gear your bidding to concentrate on that
first. Not so against slams. Unless two tricks can be cashed at once, the defence must strike a telling blow to
develop the setting trick by the opening lead. Later is too late. Games may be quietly defended, but slams must
be attacked. Precision and Superprecision Bidding
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