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As far as I can tell, all central concepts and production techniques from ancient to modern are being
introduced and a few basics of art critique can be found hidden in between the pages as well. Considering the
purpose, the choi Art History by Stokstad et al. Considering the purpose, the choice of presentation is
unsurprising and familiar. Just like modern art history textbooks after Vasari tend to do, the subject matter is
divided into time periods. So, the first volume starts with prehistoric art, and the second volume ends with
contemporary art. Mutatis mutandis for the abridged single volume edition. All major influences to Western
art are handled with in lesser or greater depth. In this case anything related to the history of Western art gets a
slightly deeper handling than the rest. The choices made clearly reflect current art history curricula in many
universities, so this is less a fault and more a feature. The quality of pictures is good, at least in the edition I
have, and the pictures used in the text are referenced clearly, even when they land on the same page with the
text. There are a few additional points worth making, though. To being with, a bias towards Western art is
obvious, clear and non-apologetic, and Renaissance is taken as one very important big thing. However, is the
bias towards Western art even a problem? Several reviewers seem to think so. A textbook should fit a fairly
wide selection of basic art history courses, and as such it obviously should to concentrate on the movements
and time periods mostly discussed during those courses. Change the courses and the textbooks produced will
follow. There is also an obvious explanation for the lack of wider and deeper handling of non-Western, e.
African Art or whatever your favourite non-western art might be , somewhat resented in several reviews. A
textbook is not a place for introducing novel research topics or actual original research. The contents of
Stokstad et al. But once the academics have done their part, the research will end up in textbooks just like the
existing research results have ended up in the current volume s. Also, I could disagree easily with some
selections done for the works presented. As a matter of fact I do. Disagreeing with maybe a few dozen out of
hundreds of picks is not that bad. Either I am a Stokstad et al. In summary, there is nothing badly wrong. The
general readership might find books more suitable for their taste and needs, though, as this is clearly a
textbook and should be used, and assessed, as such. Obviously no treatment of art history is perfect, and any
assessment of a textbook is a personal opinion to a certain degree. That said, I believe that Stokstad et al. For
now, It is not a complete disaster but to the argus-eyed reader, it is majorly incomplete. More than half the
book discusses Renaissance. Okay, we get it that the art was great. I personally love any Western art including
Renaissance and the art that followed, until post modern absolutely-nonsense-unaesthetic-art took over the
world. What I fail to comprehend is how could the author give such little breadth to Africa, I am gonna re-visit
this review after I am thoroughly done with this book. What I fail to comprehend is how could the author give
such little breadth to Africa, Asia and almost all other continents except Europe. If she can write in detail
about how the Renaissance influenced in France, well any country, why is the influence of lets say Buddhist
art missing which can be found in Tibet, Gandahara, India and other countries? Where is Pakistani art? Just a
paragraph on Buddhist art, a couple of pages on Africa, India and Pacific really small chapters does not make
this a comprehensive art history textbook. Either you market is as a European Art book with complementary
chapters on other countries or you simply exclude those chapters at all. I bought this for a low price, the only
way I am not regretting buying it and not choosing any other art history book is by thinking that hey, this gives
some great info on Western Art only so lets use it that way!
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When his father found out, he sent Voltaire to study law, this time in Caen , Normandy. But the young man
continued to write, producing essays and historical studies. From early on, Voltaire had trouble with the
authorities for critiques of the government. As a result, he was twice sentenced to prison and once to
temporary exile to England. Its origin is unclear. In a letter to Jean-Baptiste Rousseau in March , Voltaire
concludes by asking that, if Rousseau wishes to send him a return letter, he do so by addressing it to Monsieur
de Voltaire. Voltaire is known also to have used at least separate pen names during his lifetime. It was a flop
and only fragments of the text survive. On the journey, he was accompanied by his mistress, Marie-Marguerite
de Rupelmonde, a young widow. A publisher was eventually secured in The Hague. He was now indisputably
rich. Again, a main source of inspiration for Voltaire were the years of his British exile, during which he had
been strongly influenced by the works of Sir Isaac Newton. Voltaire and the Marquise analyzed the Bible and
concluded that much of its content was dubious. In August , Frederick the Great , then Crown Prince of
Prussia and a great admirer of Voltaire, initiated a correspondence with him. On a visit to Paris that year, he
found a new loveâ€”his niece. At first, his attraction to Marie Louise Mignot was clearly sexual, as evidenced
by his letters to her only discovered in Meanwhile, the Marquise also took a lover, the Marquis de
Saint-Lambert. This greatly angered Frederick, who ordered all copies of the document burned. Marie Louise
joined him on 9 June. He would stay in Ferney for most of the remaining 20 years of his life, frequently
entertaining distinguished guests, such as James Boswell , Adam Smith , Giacomo Casanova , and Edward
Gibbon. His possessions were confiscated and his two daughters were taken from his widow and were forced
into Catholic convents. Voltaire, seeing this as a clear case of religious persecution, managed to overturn the
conviction in According to some sources, "Benjamin Franklin The accounts of his deathbed have been
numerous and varying, and it has not been possible to establish the details of what precisely occurred. His
enemies related that he repented and accepted the last rites given by a Catholic priest, or that he died under
great torment, while his adherents told how he was defiant to his last breath. Guillaume de Syon argues:
Voltaire recast historiography in both factual and analytical terms. Not only did he reject traditional
biographies and accounts that claim the work of supernatural forces, but he went so far as to suggest that
earlier historiography was rife with falsified evidence and required new investigations at the source. Such an
outlook was not unique in that the scientific spirit that 18th-century intellectuals perceived themselves as
invested with. A rationalistic approach was key to rewriting history. He broke from the tradition of narrating
diplomatic and military events, and emphasized customs, social history and achievements in the arts and
sciences. The Essay on Customs traced the progress of world civilization in a universal context, thereby
rejecting both nationalism and the traditional Christian frame of reference. He treated Europe as a whole,
rather than a collection of nations. He was the first to emphasize the debt of medieval culture to Middle
Eastern civilization, but otherwise was weak on the Middle Ages. Although he repeatedly warned against
political bias on the part of the historian, he did not miss many opportunities to expose the intolerance and
frauds of the church over the ages. Voltaire advised scholars that anything contradicting the normal course of
nature was not to be believed. Although he found evil in the historical record, he fervently believed reason and
educating the illiterate masses would lead to progress. He wrote two book-long epic poems, including the first
ever written in French, the Henriade , and later, The Maid of Orleans , besides many other smaller pieces. The
epic poem transformed French King Henry IV into a national hero for his attempts at instituting tolerance with
his Edict of Nantes. La Pucelle , on the other hand, is a burlesque on the legend of Joan of Arc. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template message Frontispiece and first page of an early
English translation by T. Almost all of his more substantive works, whether in verse or prose, are preceded by
prefaces of one sort or another, which are models of his caustic yet conversational tone. In a vast variety of
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nondescript pamphlets and writings, he displays his skills at journalism. He is incorrectly credited with
writing, "I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it. Tallentyre in her
biographical book The Friends of Voltaire. Then, in his Dictionnaire philosophique , containing such articles
as "Abraham", "Genesis", "Church Council", he wrote about what he perceived as the human origins of
dogmas and beliefs, as well as inhuman behavior of religious and political institutions in shedding blood over
the quarrels of competing sects. Letters[ edit ] Voltaire also engaged in an enormous amount of private
correspondence during his life, totalling over 20, letters. He wrote, "Almost nothing great has ever been done
in the world except by the genius and firmness of a single man combating the prejudices of the multitude.
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Volume 2 is appropriate for students who have mastered the problem solving fundamentals presented in Volume 1 and
are ready for a greater challenge. Although the Art of Problem Solving is widely used by students preparing for
mathematics competitions, the book is not just a collection of tricks.
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