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In Cobden's early theory of international relations, traditional aristocratic diplomacy was to be superseded by the
spontaneous pursuit of the common good by the peoples of Europe, inspired by British example.

The mercantilist had viewed economic interaction as a zero-sum game â€” that is, the benefit of one party had
to come at the expense of the other. Sound economic policy, therefore, involved encouraging a favorable
balance of trade an excess of exports over imports , the acquisition of colonies, and the construction of a
powerful navy to secure and maintain access to far-flung markets. Once Adam Smith and the classical
economists had overthrown the mercantilist worldview in the 18th century, it was entirely natural that classical
liberals would have expected peace to triumph to the extent that the new teaching became accepted. A
philosophy that had viewed economic affairs as characterized by inherent conflict was increasingly giving way
to one that emphasized mutual gain and the large-scale social cooperation of the international division of
labor. As the various peoples and places of the world concentrated on producing those goods for which they
enjoyed some advantage â€” or, as David Ricardo observed, even simply where they enjoyed the least
disadvantage â€” the result would be greater wealth and a higher standard of living for everyone, as the entire
world reaped the benefits of the particular advantages of a multiplicity of locales. In the 19th century, the great
classical liberal Richard Cobden, the textile manufacturer and British politician who became famous through
his campaign against the oppressive Corn Laws, developed this idea still further. During the Enlightenment,
thinkers impressed by the elegant regularity of phenomena and the beautiful order that Isaac Newton had
described in the physical world looked in the social world for similar law-like relationships. And indeed, as
Ludwig von Mises explains, the founders of political economy perceived "regularity in the operation of the
market. They were compelled to recognize a regularity which they compared to that with which they were
already familiar in the field of the natural sciences. What economic thinkers found was that prosperity was
maximized when the free interaction of individuals was hampered as little as possible, and that ill-considered
efforts to improve the economic wellbeing of certain groups were bound to have deleterious consequences,
often exactly contrary to the stated wishes of their proponents. As Mises points out, many of these thinkers
found the hand of divine providence in the beautiful order and harmony created by the free market and the
division of labor. Enlightenment thinkers viewed the regularity of natural phenomena as "an emanation of the
decrees of Providence," and when these same figures discovered a like regularity in human action and the
economic sphere, they "were prepared to interpret it likewise as evidence of the paternal care of the Creator of
the universe. For if there are general laws that act independently of written laws, and whose action needs
merely to be regularized by the latter, we must study these general laws; they can be the object of scientific
investigation, and therefore there is such a thing as the science of political economy. If, on the contrary,
society is a human invention, if men are only inert matter to which a great genius, as Rousseau says, must
impart feeling and will, movement and life, then there is no such science as political economy: At least in the
economic realm, therefore, the state came to be seen as something artificial, a human contrivance whose
activity threatened to interfere with the beneficent workings of the market order. When Cobden plays down its
significance in the spread of peace and freedom, therefore, and looks instead to the mutually beneficial and
self-regulating activity of ordinary people, he is partaking in a profoundly significant chapter in European
intellectual history. He spoke of free trade as "drawing men together, thrusting aside the antagonisms of race,
and creeds and language, and uniting us in the bonds of eternal peace. Moreover, Cobden certainly
underestimated the influence of religion, ideology, and like factors in the outbreak of international conflict. It
is not clear what an appreciation of the benefits of the international division of labor could have contributed to
preventing, say, the Iranâ€”Iraq War of the s, in which the Iranians threatened to export their Islamic
revolution to Iraq and the Iraqi government resolved to resist. The great Austrian economist Ludwig von
Mises was convinced that more than merely institutional change was necessary in order for war to be
prevented in the future; ideas and philosophies had to change. Only one thing can conquer war â€” the liberal
attitude of mind which can see nothing in war but destruction and annihilation, and which can never wish to
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bring about a war, because it regards war as injurious even to the victors. Where Liberalism prevails, there will
never be war. But where there are other opinions concerning the profitability and injuriousness of war, no
rules or regulations, however cunningly devised, can make war impossible. Free trade is premised on the idea
that human relationships should be voluntary and based on mutual consent. It is grounded on the
understanding that the material, cultural, and spiritual improvements in the circumstances and conditions of
man are best served when the members of the global community of mankind specialize their activities in a
world-encompassing social system of division of labor. It requires the conviction that the moral condition of
individual men and mankind as a whole is fostered the most when people acquire the things of the world that
they desire by peaceful exchange rather than by theft and plunder; and when men attempt to change the way
their fellow human beings think and live and act by using the methods of reason, persuasion, and example
instead of through the use of compulsion, power, terror, and death. Consider, for instance, the year leading up
to the recent conflict with Iraq. Between and , Iraq signed some eleven free-trade agreements, most with other
Middle Eastern countries. Moreover, as more people realize that the economic rationale behind imperialism
â€” namely, an alleged need to secure "markets" to dispose of surplus goods that cannot be absorbed by the
domestic market â€” is fundamentally fallacious, such adventures must lose some of their luster as well. A
nation may still engage in imperialism after the alleged economic benefits are shown to be chimerical,
however, and even as it becomes clear that the acquisition of a far-flung empire may in fact prove to be a net
economic liability. If a nation believes that the extension of its influence over other peoples is a matter of
national prestige, merely economic arguments will not dissuade it from its aggressive course. But it is
ultimately only through reason that such destructive philosophies can be successfully defeated. That rise of
freedom occurred not as a result of the positive action of governments, but precisely because of the absence of
a strong central authority in Europe. Following the dissolution of the Roman Empire, no continent-wide
empire took its place. The relatively short-lived empire of Charlemagne was far less expansive in scope than
the Roman Empire had been. In his classic study of Cardinal Wolsey, Alfred Pollard described the
decentralization of power that characterized medieval England â€” and, by extension, western Europe at large:
There were the liberties of the church, based on law superior to that of the King; there was the law of nature,
graven in the hearts of men and not to be erased by royal writs; and there was the prescription of immemorial
local and feudal custom stereotyping a variety of jurisdictions and impeding the operation of a single will.
There was no sovereignty capable of eradicating bondage by royal edict or act of parliament, regulating
borough franchises, reducing to uniformity the various uses of the church, or enacting a principle of
succession to the throne. Law was something to be discovered, not made, as with the absolute monarchs and
parliaments of the modern age. Law was something to be discovered, not made. This is a far cry from the
medieval model, in which the king possessed certain customary rights, but could not define his own powers at
will, or overturn the customary rights of the people or of the various subsidiary bodies of society. Myers, "the
principle was, at one time or another, accepted by the rulers that, apart from the normal revenues of the prince,
no taxes could be imposed without the consent of parliament. How different is the situation today. As Bertrand
de Jouvenel observes, A landlord no longer feels surprised at being compelled to keep a tenant; an employer is
no less used to having to raise the wages of his employees in virtue of the decrees of Power. Nowadays it is
understood that our subjective rights are precarious and at the good pleasure of authority. But this was an idea
which was still new and surprising to the men of the seventeenth century. What they witnessed were the first
decisive steps of a revolutionary conception of Power; they saw before their eyes the successful assertion of
the right of sovereignty as one which breaks other rights and will soon be regarded as the one foundation of all
rights. Indeed the development of Western liberty occurred within a context in which the very idea of
sovereignty had not yet fully developed. In the absence of a single sovereign voice whose ever-changing word
was law, a great civilization was able to develop. The interference of Western governments and aid agencies
with the economies of the developing world has formed an unfortunate and destructive chapter in the history
of the postwar world. Peace and freedom, said the experts, required massive state intervention in the work of
economic development, and considerable transfers of wealth from the West to the Third World. The result,
however, was not peace but increasing discord, ill will, and even violence in recipient nations. And far from

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF THE AGE OF COBDEN.
encouraging human freedom, moreover, Western aid and development strategies all too often trapped their
unfortunate victims in the mires of statism and regimentation. Economic development could not be achieved
without outside assistance in the form of government-to-government grants. These countries were said to be
trapped in a "vicious circle of poverty" â€” their low income made impossible the substantial savings
necessary to fund the investment and capital accumulation that would ultimately raise incomes. The great
development economist Peter Bauer argued that institutional arrangements and cultural attitudes have played a
far more decisive role in determining the economic fates of the various nations than any lack or otherwise of
physical assets. He pointed to the West as a prime example â€” its development had occurred not because of
an aggressive state presence, but thanks to the institutional factors to which we have already alluded:
Hernando de Soto lent overwhelming support to this thesis in his investigation of the poor economic
performance of his native Peru. In his celebrated study The Other Path, he concluded that insecure and poorly
defined property rights were at the root of much of what ailed his country. Moreover, he also showed the
suffocating effects of regulation, a factor almost entirely neglected in this literature. He found, for instance,
that it took "the equivalent of work days, 81 meters of forms, and eight overt bribes to legally establish a small
clothing factory. But the results of domestic policy choices pervade every economic area. Dwight Phaup and
Bradley Lewis By the s, the conventional view was in clear retreat. A study by the World Bank found that
rates of economic growth in developing countries fell as market distortions increased, and eleven years later
the World Bank drew the same conclusion in a special report on conditions in Africa. Dwight Phaup and
Bradley Lewis noted what more and more scholars were beginning to concede: It is revealing that South
Korea, Taiwan, and Chile, faced with a cutoff in US aid and therefore having little choice, ultimately
embraced the free market. If the conditions for development other than capital are present, the capital required
will either be generated locally or be available commercially from abroad to governments or to businesses. If
the required conditions are not present, then aid will be ineffective and wasted. Where was the external aid for
the first developing countries? Why had Western societies not been caught in a "vicious circle of poverty"?
Indeed the tensions thus introduced into political life can become positively frightful, including "large-scale
expulsion and even massacre, tolerated, encouraged or perpetrated by the rulers. By helping to politicize life,
aid has contributed to such policies and results. For instance, they "expel the most productive groups from
their countries, or restrict the inflow and the deployment of private capital or the expansion of certain types of
enterprise, both domestic and foreign. The same is true for South Korea, which also began to encourage an
inflow of foreign capital and technology. Since domestic markets are inevitably limited in the LDCs, any hope
of economic progress there depends on a healthy export sector. At least three reasons can be cited in support
of the claim that import substitution must harm exports. First, the protected good may be an important input in
the production process of export-oriented industries. Those industries are now less competitive in international
trade. Such policies are all the more insidious because their negative consequences go essentially unnoticed,
while their "benefits" are visible for all to see â€” everyone sees the jobs in the steel industry that the tariff has
protected, but hardly anyone is even aware that the job losses in industries throughout the economy that use
steel are attributable to the tariff. Second, even if the good in question is a final consumption good and not a
potential input in the production process of an export-oriented industry, the fact remains that in its artificially
privileged position its production is able to bid scarce resources away from export industries, and therefore
make inputs that much more expensive for the export sector. And finally, there is the very real possibility of
retaliation by other countries against the trade restrictions imposed by the LDC. No wonder exports grew so
dramatically in Taiwan and South Korea between and , from The case of Hong Kong, which ignored the
terrible advice of the development mainstream, is especially instructive. With no local power sources such as
coal or oil , shortages of land and water, and few raw materials, Hong Kong appeared to be the classic
example of a Third World locale that needed substantial injections of foreign assistance from Western
governments. Yet without such aid, Hong Kong nevertheless became the envy of the world thanks to the
explosion in economic progress and living standards made possible by its largely free economy. At the very
time some moralists were urging struggling families in the Western world to pay higher prices for goods from
developing countries as a matter of moral obligation, Hong Kong was busily ignoring the implied suggestion
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that developing countries could get nowhere without special favors and condescension, and eventually created
such a successful export sector that Britain and the United States actually began asking that small
private-property regime to implement voluntary export restrictions! As Cobden might well have predicted,
foreign aid, far from promoting freedom, has only entrenched statism and impoverishment. Those countries
that have escaped less-developed status have, by and large, spurned state-led development and embraced free
trade and the market order. Cobden was no pacifist, and like virtually all classical liberals he believed in
defensive wars against invaders. In the United States, George Washington wrote in his Farewell Address the
words that formed the backbone of early American foreign relations: That is only what is seen. What is not
seen is what the homeowner would have purchased â€” but now has to forego â€” with the money he now has
to spend to repair his window. The testimony of common sense is absolutely correct â€” destruction leads to
impoverishment. This outcome, it was assumed in some circles, would lead to a more peaceful world in the
long run, as the expansionist Germany of the Kaiser gave way to the representative and moderate Weimar
regime. The destruction of the Kaiser, then, is what was seen. What was not seen was how the future of
Europe might have progressed in the absence of US intervention in World War I. Shortly after the Second
World War, no less an authority than George Kennan wondered aloud, "Today if one were offered the chance
of having back again the Germany of â€” a Germany run by conservative but relatively moderate people, no
Nazis and no Communists â€” a vigorous Germany, full of energy and confidence, able to play a part again in
the balancing-off of Russian power in Europe, in many ways it would not sound so bad. Not without reason
have historians pointed to the punitive Treaty of Versailles, which established peace terms with Germany at
the end of World War I, as a major contributing factor to the Second World War. Marshall Foch had said,
"This is not peace.
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Richard Cobden The English politician Richard Cobden was leader of the free-trade movement. He
strenuously opposed war and worked unceasingly for the cause of international peace. His formal education
was an unhappy experience. He worked for a time for his uncle in London; then in he became a calico
merchant near Manchester. Prosperity followed, and he soon added Manchester municipal politics to his
interests. Repeal of the Corn Laws was the issue that attracted him, and Manchester was the center of the
Anti-Corn Law League , which was founded in This led him to national politics, as he emerged the leader of
the free-trade movement. During these years Cobden visited Europe, America, and Africa, and his travels gave
him a perspective in international affairs. Cobden believed that free trade would promote international
cooperation. His first attempt at a parliamentary career failed, but he was successful in , when he was elected
to Parliament from Stockport. In the same year he persuaded the orator and statesman John Bright to work
toward repeal of the Corn Laws. Opposition to British Policies Cobden was victorious, but he was also
bankrupt; politics and the league had swallowed up his fortune. But a public subscription in returned him to
financial solvency, and his interests turned more to foreign affairs. He became increasingly alarmed by the
bellicose policies of Lord Palmerston. Cobden wrote a number of pamphlets condemning the traditional "
balance of power " approach in international politics. But the Crimean War changed all that as the
anti-Russian crusade became the order of the day. In Palmerston returned as prime minister and war leader,
and Cobden, who opposed the war, was severely criticized in the press and was defeated in the parliamentary
election of He was, however, returned to Parliament in This was one of his greatest accomplishments. His
attacks in this area were closely related to his opposition to British foreign policy. Britain had acquired huge
areas of land all over the world without any regard for basic economic laws; extent of territory, not
commercial value, had dictated acquisition. Cobden held that the colonies, if given up, would remain good
customers of England but would cease to involve the nation in international difficulties. He visited the United
States twice and was impressed by the absence of an entrenched landed aristocracy. In contrast to England, the
United States was essentially a middle-class nation. The American Civil War deeply disturbed Cobden. He
wavered hating Southern slavery but also disliking Northern protectionism but finally supported the North. He
died in London on April 2, He firmly believed that free trade would create prosperity at home and introduce a
new era of international peace. He felt that as a class aristocrats were naturally bellicose and believed that the
sooner power was transferred from the aristocracy to the middle class, the better for the destiny of all nations.
To the historian Cobden appears as a strange combination of realist and visionary. His work for the Anti-Corn
Law League was that of a hard-headed businessman, a man of action. The practical implications for
manufacturers new markets for products were stressed. But in foreign affairs he was not so well informed; and
although his conclusions, dogmatic as they were, may have been correct, he was not able to convince the
majority of his countrymen. The bulk of his career in domestic politics, however, must be considered a
success. Cobdenite reforms in education as well as in economics were adopted. He was, according to one
biographer, "the greatest non-party statesman ever to figure in British politics. A Victorian Political
Partnership Recommended for general historical background are E. Woodward, The Age of Reform ; 2d ed.
Additional Sources Edsall, Nicholas C. Harvard University Press, Hinde, Wendy, Richard Cobden: Yale
University Press,
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His family had been resident in that neighbourhood for many generations, occupied partly in trade and partly
in agriculture. His grandfather owned Bex Mill in Heyshott and was a maltster , an energetic and prosperous
man who served as bailiff and chief magistrate , taking rather a notable part in county matters. His father,
forsaking malting, took to farming. A poor business man, he died while Richard was a child. When fifteen
years of age he went to London to the warehouse business of his uncle Richard Ware Cole where he became a
commercial traveller in muslin and calico. Cobden was undeterred and made good use of the library of the
London Institution. In , Cobden set up his own business with Sheriff and Gillet, partly with capital from John
Lewis [1] , acting as London agents for Fort Brothers, Manchester calico printers. The Manchester outlet came
under the direct management of Cobden, who settled there in , beginning a long association with the city. The
success of this enterprise was decisive and rapid, and the "Cobden prints" soon became well known for their
quality. Had Cobden devoted all his energies to the business, he might soon have become very wealthy.
However, his life-long habit of learning and inquiry absorbed much of his time. Writing under the byname
Libra, he published many letters in the Manchester Times discussing commercial and economic questions.
Peace campaigner When Cobden returned from abroad, he addressed himself to what seemed to him the
logical complement of free trade, namely, the promotion of peace and the reduction of naval and military
armaments. His abhorrence of war amounted to a passion and, in fact, his campaigns against the Corn Laws
were motivated by his belief that free trade was a powerful force for peace and defence against war. He
knowingly exposed himself to the risk of ridicule and the reproach of utopianism. In , he brought forward a
proposal in parliament in favour of international arbitration , and, in , a motion for mutual reduction of
armaments. He was not successful in either case, nor did he expect to be. In pursuance of the same object, he
identified himself with a series of peace congresses which from to were held successively in Brussels , Paris ,
Frankfurt , London, Manchester and Edinburgh. On the establishment of the Second French Empire in â€”, a
violent panic, fuelled by the press , gripped the public. Louis Napoleon was represented as contemplating a
sudden and piratical descent upon the English coast without pretext or provocation. By a series of speeches
and pamphlets, in and out of parliament, Cobden sought to calm the passions of his countrymen. In doing so,
he sacrificed the great popularity he had won as the champion of free trade, and became for a time the
best-abused man in England. However, owing to the quarrel about the religious sites of Palestine , which arose
in the east of Europe, public opinion suddenly veered round, and all the suspicion and hatred which had been
directed against the emperor of the French were diverted from him to the emperor of Russia. Again
confronting public sentiment, Cobden, who had travelled in Turkey , and had studied its politics, was
dismissive of the outcry about maintaining the independence and integrity of the Ottoman empire. He denied
that it was possible to maintain them, and no less strenuously denied that it was desirable. He believed that the
jealousy of Russian aggrandizement and the dread of Russian power were absurd exaggerations. He
maintained that the future of European Turkey was in the hands of the Christian population, and that it would
have been wiser for England to ally herself with them rather than with what he saw as the doomed and
decaying Islamic power. You may keep Turkey on the map of Europe, you may call the country by the name
of Turkey if you like, but do not think you can keep up the Mahommedan rule in the country. First
publications In he published his first pamphlet, entitled England, Ireland and America, by a Manchester
Manufacturer. He devoted about three months to this tour, passing rapidly through the seaboard states and the
adjacent portion of Canada , and collecting as he went large stores of information respecting the condition,
resources and prospects of the nation. Another work appeared towards the end of , under the title of Russia. It
contained also a bold indictment of the whole system of foreign policy founded on ideas of the balance of
power and the necessity of large armaments for the protection of commerce. Bad health obliged him to leave
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England, and for several months, at the end of and the beginning of , he travelled in Spain , Turkey and Egypt.
During his visit to Egypt he had an interview with Mehemet Ali , of whose character as a reforming monarch
he did not bring away a very favourable impression. He returned to England in April He championed the
foundation of the Manchester Athenaeum and delivered its inaugural address. He was a member of the
chamber of commerce and was part of the campaign for the incorporation of the city, being elected one of its
first aldermen. He began also to take a warm interest in the cause of popular education. Some of his first
attempts in public speaking were at meetings which he convened at Manchester, Salford , Bolton , Rochdale
and other adjacent towns, to advocate the establishment of British schools. It was while on a mission for this
purpose to Rochdale that he first formed the acquaintance of John Bright. Cobden was candidate for Stockport
, but was narrowly defeated. Corn Laws In , an association was formed in Manchester in opposition to the
Corn Laws , which, on his suggestion, was afterwards changed into a national association, under the title of
the Anti-Corn Law League. In , Sir Robert Peel having defeated the Melbourne ministry in parliament , there
was a general election , Cobden being returned as MP for Stockport. His opponents had confidently predicted
that he would fail utterly in the House of Commons. He did not wait long, after his admission into that
assembly, in bringing their predictions to the test. Parliament met on 19 August. This marked the start of his
reputation as a master of the issues. Peel did not respond in the debate but the speech was made at a time of
heightened political feelings. However, later in the evening, Peel referred in excited and agitated tones to the
remark, as an incitement to violence against his person. In the next month Peel was forced to resign the Prime
Ministership, and in his resignation speech he credited Cobden, more than anyone else, with the repeal of the
Corn Laws. His friends therefore felt, that the nation owed him some substantial token of gratitude and
admiration for those sacrifices. Had he been inspired with personal ambition, he might have entered upon the
race of political advancement with the prospect of attaining the highest office. Lord John Russell , who, soon
after the repeal of the Corn Laws, succeeded Peel as prime minister, invited Cobden to join his government
but Cobden declined the invitation. Cobden had hoped to find some restorative privacy abroad but his fame
had spread throughout Europe and he found himself lionised by the radical movement. In July , he wrote to a
friend "I am going to tell you of a fresh project that has been brewing in my brain. I have given up all idea of
burying myself in Egypt or Italy. I am going on an agitating tour through the continent of Europe. Why should
I rust in inactivity? If the public spirit of my countrymen affords me the means of travelling as their
missionary, I will be the first ambassador from the people of this country to the nations of the continent. I am
impelled to this by an instinctive emotion such as has never deceived me. I feel that I could succeed in making
out a stronger case for the prohibitive nations of Europe to compel them to adopt a freer system than I had here
to overturn our protection policy. He not only addressed public demonstrations but also had several private
audiences with leading statesmen. During his absence there was a general election, and he was returned for
Stockport and for the West Riding of Yorkshire. He chose to sit for the latter. Second Opium War At the
beginning of tidings from China reached England of a rupture between the British plenipotentiary in that
country and the governor of the Canton province in reference to a small vessel or lorcha called the Arrow,
which had resulted in the English admiral destroying the river forts, burning 23 ships belonging to the Chinese
navy and bombarding the city of Canton. After a careful investigation of the official documents, Cobden
became convinced that those were utterly unrighteous proceedings. He brought forward a motion in parliament
to this effect, which led to a long and memorable debate, lasting over four nights, in which he was supported
by Sidney Herbert , Sir James Graham , William Gladstone , Lord John Russell and Benjamin Disraeli , and
which ended in the defeat of Lord Palmerston by a majority of sixteen. But this triumph cost him his seat in
parliament. Cobden was thus relegated to private life, and retiring to his country house at Dunford, he spent
his time in perfect contentment in cultivating his land and feeding his pigs. He took advantage of this season
of leisure to pay another visit to the U. During his absence the general election of occurred, when he was
returned unopposed for Rochdale. Lord Palmerston was again prime minister, and having discovered that the
advanced liberal party was not so easily "crushed" as he had apprehended, he made overtures of reconciliation,
and invited Cobden and Thomas Milner Gibson to become members of his government. In a frank, cordial
letter which was delivered to Cobden on his landing in Liverpool , Lord Palmerston offered him the role of
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President of the Board of Trade , with a seat in the Cabinet. On his arrival in London he called on Lord
Palmerston, and with the utmost frankness told him that he had opposed and denounced him so frequently in
public, and that he still differed so widely from his views, especially on questions of foreign policy, that he
could not, without doing violence to his own sense of duty and consistency, serve under him as minister. Lord
Palmerston tried good-humouredly to combat his objections, but without success. But the negotiations for this
purpose originated with himself in conjunction with Bright and Michel Chevalier. Towards the close of he
called upon Lord Palmerston, Lord John Russell and Gladstone, and signified his intention to visit France and
get into communication with Napoleon III of France and his ministers, with a view to promote this object.
These statesmen expressed in general terms their approval of his purpose, but he went entirely on his own
account, clothed at first with no official authority. On his arrival in Paris he had a long audience with
Napoleon, in which he urged many arguments in favour of removing those obstacles which prevented the two
countries from being brought into closer dependence on one another, and he succeeded in making a
considerable impression on his mind in favour of free trade. After a good deal of time spent in these
preliminary and unofficial negotiations, the question of a treaty of commerce between the two countries
having entered into the arena of diplomacy, Cobden was requested by the British government to act as their
plenipotentiary in the matter in conjunction with Henry Wellesley, 1st Earl Cowley , their ambassador in
France. But it proved a very long and laborious undertaking. He had to contend with the bitter hostility of the
French protectionists , which occasioned a good deal of vacillation on the part of the emperor and his
ministers. There were also delays, hesitations and cavils at home, which were more inexplicable. He was,
moreover, assailed with great violence by a powerful section of the English press, while the large number of
minute details with which he had to deal in connection with proposed changes in the French tariff, involved a
tax on his patience and industry which would have daunted a less resolute man. But there was one source of
embarrassment greater than all the rest. One strong motive which had impelled him to engage in this enterprise
was his anxious desire to establish more friendly relations between England and France, and to dispel those
feelings of mutual jealousy and alarm which were so frequently breaking forth and jeopardizing peace
between the two countries. This was the most powerful argument with which he had plied the emperor and the
members of the French government, and which he had found most efficacious with them. But while he was in
the midst of the negotiations, Lord Palmerston brought forward in the House of Commons a measure for
fortifying the naval arsenals of England, which he introduced in a warlike speech pointedly directed against
France, as the source of danger of invasion and attack, against which it was necessary to guard. This produced
irritation and resentment in Paris, and but for the influence which Cobden had acquired, and the perfect trust
reposed in his sincerity, the negotiations would probably have been altogether wrecked. Lord Palmerston
offered him a baronetcy and a seat in the privy council , and the emperor of the French would gladly have
conferred upon him some distinguished mark of his favour. But with characteristic disinterestedness and
modesty he declined all such honours. This was his desire and hope as respects the commercial treaty with
France. He was therefore deeply disappointed and distressed to find the old feeling of distrust still actively
fomented by the press and some of the leading politicians of the country. In he published his pamphlet entitled
The Three Panics, the object of which was to trace the history and expose the folly of those periodical
visitations of alarm as to French designs with which England had been afflicted for the preceding fifteen or
sixteen years. But after the conflict became inevitable his sympathies were wholly with the Union , because of
the perception that the Confederacy was fighting for slavery. His great anxiety, however, was that the British
nation should not be committed to any unworthy course during the progress of that struggle. When relations
with America were becoming critical and menacing in consequence of the depredations committed on
American commerce by vessels issuing from British ports, actions that would lead to the post-war Alabama
Claims , he brought the question before the House of Commons in a series of speeches of rare clearness and
force. Death His grave in West Lavington churchyard For several years Cobden had been suffering severely at
intervals from bronchial irritation and a difficulty of breathing. Owing to this he had spent the winter of in
Algeria , and every subsequent winter he had to be very careful and confine himself to the house, especially in
damp and foggy weather.
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During the s, Napoleon III worked to create political stability through prosperity. In France, the political
consequences proved significant. Reprint, New York, The French Second Empire: An Anatomy of Political
Power. John worked in partnership with his brother Charles and the Seraing enterprise began production on 25
January Initially, it had the backing of William I r. These were exported throughout Europe. The Economic
Development of Continental Europe, Industrialization in the Low Countries, Coffee, tea, and chocolate were
all increasingly widely consumed in nineteenth-century Europe. However, in France coffee was an essential
beverage. The medical qualities of coffee had been investigated since its entry into Europe. By the early s,
afternoon coffee became a customary occasion in Germany. Coffehouse in the Clerkenwell district of London.
Because until the nineteenth century tea only came from China, it was often expensive. Chocolate underwent
several processing improvements in the nineteenth century. As with other expensive and exotic products,
chocolate was subject to adulteration. Coe, Sophie, and Michael D. The True History of Chocolate. Five
Plants That Transformed Mankind. A Social History of Tea. Weinberg, Bennett Alan, and Bonnie K. The
World of Caffeine:
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Politics in the age of Cobden I. Great Britain - Politics and government - 7 2. Great Britain- Politics and government- 18!
I. Title.

My estimate of American character has improved, contrary to my expectations, by this visit I find myself in
love with their intelligence, their sincerity, and the decorous self-respect that actuates all classes. I say that if
England takes due advantage of her insular position, and confines herself to her own affairs, and does not run
into needless and rash disputes with other countries Do not let your zeal for the cause of democracy deceive
you as to the fact of the opaque ignorance in which the great bulk of the people of England are wrapt. If you
write for the masses politically, and write soundly and honestly, they will not be able at present to appreciate
you, and consequently will not support you There is no remedy for all this but improved education. I wish that
I could impart to you a little of that Bonapartian feeling with which I am imbuedâ€”a feeling that spurs me on
with the conviction that all the obstacles to fortune with which I am impeded, will nay, shall yield if assailed
with energy. All is lost to you, if you succumb to those desponding views which you mentioned when we last
spoke. Dame Fortune, like other fair ones, loves a brisk and confident wooer. I want to see you able to pitch
your voice in a higher key, especially when you are espousing your own interests, and above all, never to see
you yield or become passive and indifferent when your cause is just, and only wants to be spiritedly supported
to be sure of a triumph. But all this must proceed from within, and can be only the fruits of a larger growth of
spirit, to the cultivation of which without further lecture I most earnestly commend you. Fisher Unwin, , p. I
have generally made it a rule to parry the inquiries and comparisons which the Americans are so apt to thrust
at an Englishman. On one or two occasions, when the party has been numerous and worth powder and shot, I
have, however, on being hard pressed, and finding my British blood up, found the only mode of allaying their
inordinate vanity to be by resorting to this mode of argument: Nay, more, I will myself assert that no nation
ever did, and in my opinion none ever will, achieve such a title to respect, wonder, and gratitude in so short a
period; and further still, I venture to allege that the imagination of statesmen never dreamed of a country that
should in half a century make such prodigious advances in civilization and real greatness as yours has done.
And now I must add, and I am sure you, as intelligent, reasonable men, will go with me, that fifty years are too
short a period in the existence of nations to entitle them to the palm of history. No, wait the ordeal of wars,
distresses, and prosperity the most dangerous of all , which centuries of duration are sure to bring to your
country. These are the test, and if, many ages hence, your descendants shall be able only to say of their
country as much as I am entitled to say of mine now, that for seven hundred years we have existed as a nation
constantly advancing in liberty, wealth, and refinement; holding out the lights of philosophy and true religion
to all the world; presenting mankind with the greatest of human institutions in the trial by jury; and that we are
the only modern people that for so long a time withstood the attacks of enemies so heroically that a foreign foe
never put foot in our capital except as a prisoner this last is a poser ;â€”if many centuries hence your
descendants will be entitled to say something equivalent to this, then, and not till then, will you be entitled to
that crown of fame which the historian of centuries is entitled to award. Fisher Unwin, , pp. The very genius of
activity seems to have found its fit abode in the souls of this restless and energetic race. All is in favour of
celerity of action and the saving of time. Speed, speed, speed, is the motto that is stamped in the form of their
ships and steamboats, in the breed of their horses, and the light construction of their wagons and carts: All is
done in pursuit of one common object, the economy of time. Such as the tail and the body are, such will be the
character of the head. Nature does not produce such monsters as an ignorant or vicious community, and
virtuous and wise leaders. In Scotland you are better off because you are better educated. The great body of
the English peasants are not a jot advanced in intellect since the days of their Saxon ancestors. I hope you will
join us in a cry for schoolmasters as a first step to Radicalism. Is not selfishness, or systematic plunder, or
political knavery as odious as the blunders of democracy? We must choose between the party which governs
upon an exclusive or monopoly principle, and the people who seek, though blindly perhaps, the good of the
vast majority I think the scattered elements may yet be rallied round the question of the corn laws. It appears
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to me that a moral and even a religious spirit may be infused into that topic, and if agitated in the same manner
that the question of slavery has been, it will be irresistible. I know that starvation is stalking through the land,
and that men are perishing for want of the merest necessaries of life. When I witness this, and recollect that
there is a law which especially provides for keeping our population in absolute want. I cannot help attributing
murder to the Legislature of this countryâ€”and wherever I stand, whether here or out of doors, I will
denounce that system as legislative murder which denies to the people of the land food in exchange for the
produce of their industry. Whilst you retain that law, which raises rents but does not raise wages, you may be
humane, kind and beneficent, but your benevolence and humanity, more showy than substantial, will soon
become a mockery and a bye-word. I do ask the right hon. Baronet what is the meaning of overproduction? It
means that too much is produced; and what can be thought of a country which produces so much, and where
the great mass of the inhabitants possess so little? Does it not show that there is some mal-distribution of
production? It is because we have lost sight of that science which teaches the right distribution of wealth
Those who are so fond of laughing at political economy, forget that they have a political economy of their
own; and what is it? That they will monopolise to themselves the fruits of the industry of the great body of the
communityâ€”that they allow the productions of the spindle and the loom to go abroad to furnish them with
luxuries from the farthest corners of the world, but refuse to permit to be brought back in exchange what
would minister to the wants and comforts of the lower orders. This, in one word, is the true reason why the
mass of the people is at this time so wretchedly clothed and so miserably fed. I cannot give a stronger proof of
the perils which I think surrounds us, than to say that I shall feel it my duty to stop the wheels of Government
if I can, in a way which can only be justified by an extraordinary crisis I do not mean to threaten
outbreaksâ€”that the starving masses will come and pull down your mansions; but I say that you are drifting
on to confusion without rudder or compass. It is my firm belief that within six months we shall have populous
districts in the north in a state of social dissolution. You may talk of repressing the people by the military, but
what military force would be equal to such an emergency? I do not believe that the people will break out
unless they are absolutely deprived of food; if you are not prepared with a remedy, they will be justified in
taking food for themselves and their families Is it not important for Members for manufacturing districts on
both sides to consider what they are about? We are going down to our several residences to face this miserable
state of things, and selfishness, and a mere instinctive love of life ought to make us cautious. Others may visit
the continent, or take shelter in rural districts, but the peril will ere long reach them even there. Will you, then,
do what we require, or will you compel us to do it ourselves? This is the question you must answer. Depend
upon it, nothing can be got by fraternizing with trades unions. They are founded upon principles of brutal
tyranny and monopoly. I would rather live under a Dey of Algiers than a Trades Committee. Gentleman, and
other hon. Gentlemen, are pleased to designate me as the arch enemy of the farmers. Sir, I have as good a right
as any hon. Gentleman in this House to identify myself with the order of farmers. Speech in the House of
Commons 17 February The danger which menaces you will come from the agricultural districts, for the next
time there is any outbreak, the destitute hands of the agricultural districts will be added to the destitute hands
of the manufacturing districts. Does the right hon. Gentleman, who must know the state of the country, doubt
whether this be the fact? Baronet cannot conceal from himself what is that condition: What worse description
can be given of our condition? The present condition of the farmers and labourers of this country is the
severest condemnation of the Corn-laws that can possibly be produced Speech in the House of Commons 15
May Why, breaking down the barriers that separate nations; those barriers, behind which nestle the feelings of
pride, revenge, hatred, and jealousy, which every now and then burst their bounds, and deluge whole countries
with blood; those feelings which nourish the poison of war and conquest, which assert that without conquest
we can have no trade, which foster that lust for conquest and dominion which sends forth your warrior chiefs
to scatter devastation through other lands, and then calls them back that they may be enthroned securely in
your passions, but only to harass and oppress you at home. Well, our forefathers abolished this system [of
monopolies]; at a time, too, mark you, when the sign manual of the sovereign had somewhat of a divine
sanction and challenged superstitious reverence in the minds of the people. With regard to certain other
fallacies with which the farmers have been beset, and latterly more so than ever; the farmer has been told that
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if there was a free trade in corn, wheat would be so cheap, that he would not be able to carry on his farm. He is
directed only to look at Dantzic , where corn, he is told, was once selling at 15s. As far as I can obtain
information from the books of merchants, the cost of transit from Dantzic, during an average of ten years, may
be put down at 10s. This is the natural protection enjoyed by the farmers of this country. Speech in the House
of Commons 12 March I did not vote upon the Factory question. The fact is the Government are being
whipped with a rod of their own pickling. The Whigs very basely turned round upon their former opinions to
spite the Tories. The only good result is that no Government or party will in future like to use the factory
question for a cry One other good effect may be that men like Graham and Peel will see the necessity of taking
anchor upon some sound principles, as a refuge from the Socialist doctrines of the fools behind them. I cannot
believe that the gentry of England will be made mere drumheads to be sounded upon by a Prime Minister to
give forth unmeaning and empty sounds, and to have no articulate voice of their own. You are the gentry of
England who represent the counties. You are the aristocracy of England. Your fathers led our fathers: But,
although you have retained your influence with this country longer than any other aristocracy, it has not been
by opposing popular opinion, or by setting yourselves against the spirit of the age. In other days, when the
battle and the hunting-fields were the tests of manly vigour, why, your fathers were first and foremost there.
The aristocracy of England were not like the noblesse of France, the mere minions of a court; nor were they
like the hidalgoes of Madrid, who dwindled into pigmies. You have been Englishmen. You have not shown a
want of courage and firmness when any call has been made upon you. This is a new era. It is the age of
improvement, it is the age of social advancement, not the age for war or for feudal sports. You live in a
mercantile age, when the whole wealth of the world is poured into your lap. You cannot have the advantages
of commercial rents and feudal privileges; but you may be what you always have been, if you will identify
yourselves with the spirit of the age. The English people look to the gentry and aristocracy of their country as
their leaders. I, who am not one of you, have no hesitation in telling you, that there is a deep-rooted, an
hereditary prejudice, if I may so call it, in your favour in this country. But you never got it, and you will not
keep it, by obstructing the spirit of the age. Speech in the House of Commons 13 March The first act of my
public life was to publish my views and opinions of the evils under which Ireland laboured, and that subject is
one that, amidst all the public questions in which I have been engaged, I have always had deeply and painfully
at heart.
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The English politician Richard Cobden () was leader of the free-trade movement. He strenuously opposed war and
worked unceasingly for the cause of international peace. The son of a farmer, Richard Cobden was born on June 3, ,
near Midhurst, Sussex.

Early years[ edit ] Cobden was born at a farmhouse called Dunford, in Heyshott near Midhurst , in Sussex. His
family had been resident in that neighbourhood for many generations, occupied partly in trade and partly in
agriculture. His grandfather Richard Cobden owned Bex Mill in Heyshott and was an energetic and
prosperous maltster who served as bailiff and chief magistrate at Midhurst and took rather a notable part in
county matters. His father William however forsook malting in favour of farming, taking over the running of
Dunford Farm when Richard died in When fifteen years of age he went to London to the warehouse business
of his uncle Richard Ware Cole where he became a commercial traveller in muslin and calico. They had,
however, insufficient capital between them. The Manchester outlet came under the direct management of
Cobden, who settled there in , beginning a long association with the city. He lived in a house on Quay Street ,
which is now called Cobden House. A plaque commemorates his residency. The success of the enterprise was
decisive and rapid, and the "Cobden prints" soon became well known for their quality. However, his lifelong
habit of learning and inquiry absorbed much of his time. Writing under the byname Libra, he published many
letters in the Manchester Times discussing commercial and economic questions. Some of his ideas were
influenced by Adam Smith. In he published his first pamphlet, entitled England, Ireland and America, by a
Manchester Manufacturer. He devoted about three months to this tour, passing rapidly through the seaboard
states and the adjacent portion of Canada , and collecting as he went large stores of information respecting the
condition, resources and prospects of the nation. Another work appeared towards the end of , under the title of
Russia. It contained also a bold indictment of the whole system of foreign policy founded on ideas of the
balance of power and the necessity of large armaments for the protection of commerce. Bad health obliged
him to leave Britain, and for several months, at the end of and the beginning of , he travelled in Spain , Turkey
and Egypt. During his visit to Egypt he had an interview with Mehemet Ali , of whose character as a
reforming monarch he did not bring away a very favourable impression. He returned to Britain in April He
championed the foundation of the Manchester Athenaeum and delivered its inaugural address. He was a
member of the chamber of commerce and was part of the campaign for the incorporation of the city, being
elected one of its first aldermen. He began also to take a warm interest in the cause of popular education.
Some of his first attempts in public speaking were at meetings which he convened at Manchester, Salford ,
Bolton , Rochdale and other adjacent towns, to advocate the establishment of British schools. It was while on
a mission for this purpose to Rochdale that he first formed the acquaintance of John Bright. Cobden was
candidate for Stockport , but was narrowly defeated. In , he asked Combe to provide a phrenological reading
of his son. The laws indeed did raise food prices and became the focus of opposition from urban areas, which
then had far less political representation than rural Britain. The corn laws imposed steep import duties, making
it too expensive for anyone to import grain from other countries, even when food supplies were short. The
laws were supported by Conservative landowners and opposed by Whig industrialists and workers. The
Anti-Corn Law League was responsible for turning public and ruling-class opinion against the laws. It was a
large, nationwide, middle-class moral crusade with a utopian vision. Its leading advocate was Richard Cobden.
According to historian Asa Briggs , Cobden repeatedly promised that repeal would settle four great problems
simultaneously: First, it would guarantee the prosperity of the manufacturer by affording him outlets for his
products. Third, it would make English agriculture more efficient by stimulating demand for its products in
urban and industrial areas. Fourth, it would introduce through mutually advantageous international trade a new
era of international fellowship and peace. In , Sir Robert Peel having defeated the Melbourne ministry in
parliament , there was a general election , and Cobden was returned as the new member for Stockport. His
opponents had confidently predicted that he would fail utterly in the House of Commons. He did not wait long
after his admission into that assembly in bringing their predictions to the test. Parliament met on 19 August.
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This marked the start of his reputation as a master of the issues. Peel did not respond in the debate but the
speech was made at a time of heightened political feelings. However, later in the evening, Peel referred in
excited and agitated tones to the remark, as an incitement to violence against his person. Peel reversed his
position and in called for the repeal of the Corn Laws. Cobden and the League had prepared the moment for
years but they played little role in Peel had formed a coalition of the Conservative leadership and a third of its
MPs joining with the Whigs, with two-thirds of the Conservatives voting against him. In his resignation
speech he credited Cobden, more than anyone else, with the repeal of the Corn Laws. Cobden had sacrificed
his business, his domestic comforts and for a time his health to the campaign. His friends therefore felt that the
nation owed him some substantial token of gratitude and admiration for those sacrifices. Had he been inspired
with personal ambition, he might have entered upon the race of political advancement with the prospect of
attaining the highest office. Lord John Russell , who, soon after the repeal of the Corn Laws, succeeded Peel
as prime minister, invited Cobden to join his government but Cobden declined the invitation. Cobden had
hoped to find some restorative privacy abroad but his fame had spread throughout Europe and he found
himself lionised by the radical movement. In July , he wrote to a friend "I am going to tell you of a fresh
project that has been brewing in my brain. I have given up all idea of burying myself in Egypt or Italy. I am
going on an agitating tour through the continent of Europe. Why should I rust in inactivity? If the public spirit
of my countrymen affords me the means of travelling as their missionary, I will be the first ambassador from
the people of this country to the nations of the continent. I am impelled to this by an instinctive emotion such
as has never deceived me. I feel that I could succeed in making out a stronger case for the prohibitive nations
of Europe to compel them to adopt a freer system than I had here to overturn our protection policy. He visited
in succession France, Spain, Italy, Germany and Russia, and was honoured everywhere he went. He not only
addressed public demonstrations but also had several private audiences with leading statesmen. During his
absence there was a general election, and he was returned for Stockport and for the West Riding of Yorkshire.
He chose to sit for the latter. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. September Learn how and when to remove this template
message When Cobden returned from abroad, he addressed himself to what seemed to him the logical
complement of free trade, namely, the promotion of peace and the reduction of naval and military armaments.
He was a supporter of non-interventionism [14] and his abhorrence of war amounted to a passion and, in fact,
his campaigns against the Corn Laws were motivated by his belief that free trade was a powerful force for
peace and defence against war. He knowingly exposed himself to the risk of ridicule and the reproach of
utopianism. In , he brought forward a proposal in parliament in favour of international arbitration, and, in , a
motion for mutual reduction of armaments. He was not successful in either case, nor did he expect to be. In
pursuance of the same object, he identified himself with a series of peace congresses which from to were held
successively in Brussels , Paris, Frankfurt , London, Manchester and Edinburgh. On the establishment of the
Second French Empire in â€”, a violent panic, fuelled by the press, gripped the public. Louis Napoleon was
represented as contemplating a sudden and piratical descent upon the British coast without pretext or
provocation. By a series of speeches and pamphlets, in and out of parliament, Cobden sought to calm the
passions of his countrymen. In doing so, he sacrificed the great popularity he had won as the champion of free
trade, and became for a time the best-abused man in Britain. However, owing to the quarrel about the religious
sites of Palestine , which arose in the east of Europe, public opinion suddenly veered round, and all the
suspicion and hatred which had been directed against the emperor of the French were diverted from him to the
emperor of Russia. Again confronting public sentiment, Cobden, who had travelled in Turkey, and had studied
its politics, was dismissive of the outcry about maintaining the independence and integrity of the Ottoman
Empire. He denied that it was possible to maintain them, and no less strenuously denied that it was desirable.
He believed that the jealousy of Russian aggrandisement and the dread of Russian power were absurd
exaggerations. He maintained that the future of European Turkey was in the hands of the Christian population,
and that it would have been wiser for Britain to ally herself with them rather than with what he saw as the
doomed and decaying Islamic power. He said in the House of Commons You must address yourselves as men
of sense and men of energy, to the question â€” what are you to do with the Christian population? You may
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keep Turkey on the map of Europe, you may call the country by the name of Turkey if you like, but do not
think you can keep up the Mahommedan rule in the country. The torrent of popular sentiment in favour of war
was, however, irresistible; and both Cobden and John Bright were overwhelmed with obloquy. Second Opium
War[ edit ] At the beginning of tidings from China reached Britain of a rupture between the British
plenipotentiary in that country and the governor of the Canton province in reference to a small vessel or lorcha
called the Arrow, which had resulted in the British admiral destroying the river forts, burning 23 ships
belonging to the Chinese Navy and bombarding the city of Canton. After a careful investigation of the official
documents, Cobden became convinced that those were utterly unrighteous proceedings. He brought forward a
motion in parliament to this effect, which led to a long and memorable debate, lasting over four nights, in
which he was supported by Sidney Herbert , Sir James Graham , William Gladstone , Lord John Russell and
Benjamin Disraeli , and which ended in the defeat of Lord Palmerston by a majority of sixteen. But this
triumph cost him his seat in parliament. Cobden was thus relegated to private life, and retiring to his country
house at Dunford, he spent his time in perfect contentment in cultivating his land and feeding his pigs. He took
advantage of this season of leisure to pay another visit to the United States. Lord Palmerston was again prime
minister, and having discovered that the advanced liberal party was not so easily "crushed" as he had
apprehended, he made overtures of reconciliation, and invited Cobden and Thomas Milner Gibson to become
members of his government. In a frank, cordial letter which was delivered to Cobden on his landing in
Liverpool , Lord Palmerston offered him the role of President of the Board of Trade , with a seat in the
Cabinet. On his arrival in London he called on Lord Palmerston, and with the utmost frankness told him that
he had opposed and denounced him so frequently in public, and that he still differed so widely from his views,
especially on questions of foreign policy, that he could not, without doing violence to his own sense of duty
and consistency, serve under him as minister. Lord Palmerston tried good-humouredly to combat his
objections, but without success. But the negotiations for this purpose originated with himself in conjunction
with Bright and Michel Chevalier. Towards the close of he called upon Lord Palmerston, Lord John Russell
and Gladstone, and signified his intention to visit France and get into communication with Napoleon III of
France and his ministers, with a view to promote this object. These statesmen expressed in general terms their
approval of his purpose, but he went entirely on his own account, clothed at first with no official authority. On
his arrival in Paris he had a long audience with Napoleon, in which he urged many arguments in favour of
removing those obstacles which prevented the two countries from being brought into closer dependence on
one another, and he succeeded in making a considerable impression on his mind in favour of free trade. After a
good deal of time spent in these preliminary and unofficial negotiations, the question of a treaty of commerce
between the two countries having entered into the arena of diplomacy, Cobden was requested by the British
government to act as their plenipotentiary in the matter in conjunction with Henry Wellesley, 1st Earl Cowley
, their ambassador in France.
Chapter 7 : Richard Cobden - Wikipedia
The Cobden-Chevalier Treaty was an Anglo-French free trade agreement signed between the United Kingdom and
France on 23 January It is named after the main British and French originators of the treaty, Richard Cobden MP and
Michel Chevalier.

Chapter 8 : Cobden, Minnesota - Wikipedia
Age Cohorts by Place in Illinois There are 1, places in Illinois. This section compares Cobden to the 50 most populous
places in Illinois and to those entities that contain or substantially overlap with Cobden.

Chapter 9 : Cobden, Illinois Facts for Kids
Richard Cobden (3 June - 2 April ) was an English manufacturer and Radical and Liberal statesman, associated with two
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major free trade campaigns, the Anti-Corn Law League and the Cobden-Chevalier Treaty.
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