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Chapter 1 : Kwame Nkrumah - Vicipaedia
The death of Kwame Nkrumah, first President of Ghana, demonstrated a great irony: a man so much maligned and
rejected in life, should be so praised and loved in death. The force of his personality, his convictions in the face of
powerful opposition, and his vision for Ghana and a pan-Africa, are.

Gold Coast[ edit ] Kwame Nkrumah was born in about in Nkroful , Gold Coast later known as Ghana [2] to a
poor and illiterate family. His father did not live with the family, but worked in Half Assini where he pursued
his goldsmith business until his death. Kwame Nkrumah was raised by his mother and his extended family,
who lived together in traditional fashion, with more distant relatives often visiting. He lived a carefree
childhood, spent in the village, in the bush, and on the nearby sea. During his years as a student in the United
States, though, he was known as Francis Nwia Kofi Nkrumah â€” Kofi is the name given to males born on
Friday. The name of his father is not known exactly; with most accounts only indicating that he was a
goldsmith. But according to a Times newspaper interview, his father was Opanyin Kofi Nwiana Ngolomah,
who hailed from Nkroful and belongs to Akan tribe of the Asona clan but stayed at Tarkwa-Nsuaem where he
practiced his goldsmith business. Nyanibah, who hailed from Nsuaem and belongs to the Agona family, was a
fishmonger and petty trader when she married his father. After eight days of his birth, his father named him as
Francis Nwia-Kofi after a relative [3] but later his parents named him as Francis Kwame Ngolomah. By about
he was a student-teacher in the school, and had been baptised into the Catholic faith. Fraser arranged for
Nkrumah to train as a teacher at his school. Aggrey, Fraser, and others at Achimota taught that there should be
close co-operation between the races in governing the Gold Coast, but Nkrumah, echoing Garvey, soon came
to believe that only when the black race governed itself could there be harmony between the races. In Axim,
he started to get involved in politics and founded the Nzima Literary Society. In , he was appointed a teacher
at the Catholic seminary at Amissano. Although the life there was strict, he liked it, and considered becoming
a Jesuit. The young teacher decided to further his education. Azikiwe had attended Lincoln College , a
historically black college in Chester County, Pennsylvania , west of Philadelphia, and he advised Nkrumah to
enroll there. Nkrumah, who had failed the entrance examination for London University , gained funds for the
trip and his education from relatives. He arrived in the United States, in October On 1 March , he sent the
school a letter noting that his application had been pending for more than a year. When he arrived in New
York in October , he traveled to Pennsylvania, where he enrolled despite lacking the funds for the full
semester. He remained short of funds through his time in the US. Lincoln then appointed him an assistant
lecturer in philosophy, and he began to receive invitations to be a guest preacher in Presbyterian churches in
Philadelphia and New York. He gained a Bachelor of Theology degree from Lincoln in , the top student in the
course. He earned from Penn the following year a Master of Arts degree in philosophy and a Master of
Science in education. He found housing and employment in New York City with difficulty and involved
himself in the community. He was going to a university â€” the university of the Harlem Streets. This was no
ordinary time and these street speakers were no ordinary men The streets of Harlem were open forums,
presided over [by] master speakers like Arthur Reed and his protege Ira Kemp. The young Carlos Cook,
founder of the Garvey oriented African Pioneer Movement was on the scene, also bringing a nightly message
to his street followers. Occasionally Suji Abdul Hamid, a champion of Harlem labour, held a night rally and
demanded more jobs for blacks in their own community This is part of the drama on the Harlem streets as the
student Kwame Nkrumah walked and watched. Some members felt that the group should aspire for each
colony to gain independence on its own; Nkrumah urged a Pan-African strategy. This led to a break between
him and Lincoln, though after he rose to prominence in the Gold Coast, he returned in to accept an honorary
degree. He had adopted the forename Francis while at the Amissano seminary; in he took the name Kwame
Nkrumah. I had not realised at the time that I would contribute so much towards the fulfillment of this
prophecy. In Nkrumah met Trinidadian Marxist C. Nkrumah later credited James with teaching him "how an
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underground movement worked". He withdrew after one term and the next year enrolled at University College
, with the intent to write a philosophy dissertation on "Knowledge and Logical Positivism". Ayer , declined to
rate Nkrumah as a "first-class philosopher", saying, "I liked him and enjoyed talking to him but he did not
seem to me to have an analytical mind. He wanted answers too quickly. It was a way of marking time until the
opportunity came for him to return to Ghana. He and Padmore were among the principal organisers, and
co-treasurers, of the Fifth Pan-African Congress in Manchester 15â€”19 October They agreed to pursue a
federal United States of Africa, with interlocking regional organisations, governing through separate states of
limited sovereignty. They planned to pursue a new African culture without tribalism , democratic within a
socialist or communist system, synthesising traditional aspects with modern thinking, and for this to be
achieved by nonviolent means if possible. Dubois along with some who later took leading roles in leading
their nations to independence, including Hastings Banda of Nyasaland which became Malawi , Jomo Kenyatta
of Kenya , Obafemi Awolowo of Nigeria, and C. Nkrumah became the secretary of WANS. A document from
The Circle, setting forth that goal, was found on Nkrumah upon his arrest in Accra in , and was used against
him by the British authorities. The UGCC sought self-government as quickly as possible. Since the leading
members were all successful professionals, they needed to pay someone to run the party, and their choice fell
on Nkrumah at the suggestion of Ako Adjei. Nkrumah hesitated, realising the UGCC was controlled by
conservative interests, but decided that the new post gave him huge political opportunities, and accepted. After
being questioned by British officials about his communist affiliations, Nkrumah boarded the MV Accra at
Liverpool in November for the voyage home. Nkrumah embarked on a tour to gain donations for the UGCC
and establish new branches. Postwar inflation had caused public anger at high prices, leading to a boycott of
the small stores run by Arabs which began in January The cocoa bean farmers were upset because trees
exhibiting swollen-shoot disease , but still capable of yielding a crop, were being destroyed by the colonial
authorities. There were about 63, ex-servicemen in the Gold Coast, many of whom had trouble obtaining
employment and felt the colonial government was doing nothing to address their grievances. When that
demonstration took place on 28 February, there was gunfire from the British, prompting the Accra Riots ,
which spread throughout the country. The African Revolution had begun. The Big Six were incarcerated
together in Kumasi , [47] increasing the rift between Nkrumah and the others, who blamed him for the riots
and their detention. After the British learned that there were plots to storm the prison, the six were separated,
with Nkrumah sent to Lawra. They were freed in April Many students and teachers had demonstrated for their
release, and been suspended; Nkrumah, using his own funds, began the Ghana National College. Fearing he
would harm them more outside the party than within, they agreed to make him honorary treasurer. It soon
broke away and adopted the motto "Self-Government Now". The CYO united students, ex-servicemen, and
market women. Nkrumah recounted in his autobiography that he knew that a break with the UGCC was
inevitable, and wanted the masses behind him when the conflict occurred. These efforts were wildly
successful, especially because previous political efforts in the Gold Coast had focused exclusively on the
urban intelligentsia. Nkrumah saw, even before the commission reported, that its recommendations would fall
short of full dominion status, and began to organise a Positive Action campaign. Nkrumah demanded a
constituent assembly to write a constitution. When the governor, Charles Arden-Clarke , would not commit to
this, Nkrumah called for Positive Action, with the unions beginning a general strike to begin on 8 January
The British prepared for an election for the Gold Coast under their new constitution, and Nkrumah insisted
that the CPP contest all seats. The situation had become calmer once Nkrumah was arrested, and the CPP and
the British worked together to prepare electoral rolls. Nkrumah stood, from prison, for a directly-elected Accra
seat. The UGCC failed to set up a nationwide structure, and proved unable to take advantage of the fact that
many of its opponents were in prison. The UGCC won three seats, and one was taken by an independent.
Nkrumah was released from prison on 12 February, receiving a rapturous reception from his followers. He had
never served in government, and needed to learn that art. The Gold Coast was composed of four regions,
several former colonies amalgamated into one. Nkrumah sought to unite them under one nationality, and bring
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the country to independence. The governor instructed the civil service to give the fledgling government full
support, and the three British members of the cabinet took care not to vote against the elected majority. With
demands for infrastructure improvements coming in from all over the colony, Nkrumah approved it in general,
but halved the time to five years. The colony was in good financial shape, with reserves from years of cocoa
profit held in London, and Nkrumah was able to spend freely. Modern trunk roads were built along the coast
and within the interior. The rail system was modernised and expanded. Modern water and sewer systems were
installed in most towns, where housing schemes were begun. Construction began on a new harbour at Tema ,
near Accra, and the existing port, at Takoradi , was expanded. An urgent programme to build and expand
schools, from primary to teacher and trade training, was begun. Quick progress was made, and in , the
governor withdrew from the cabinet, leaving Nkrumah as his prime minister, with the portfolios that had been
reserved for expatriates going to Africans. There were accusations of corruption, and of nepotism, as officials,
following African custom, attempted to benefit their extended families and their tribes. This was
uncontroversial until it became clear that it would be implemented by the CPP. In , he consulted with the
visiting Colonial Secretary , Oliver Lyttelton , who indicated that Britain would look favourably on further
advancement, so long as the chiefs and other stakeholders had the opportunity to express their views. The
result the following year was a White Paper on a new constitution, seen as a final step before independence.
Published in June , the constitutional proposals were accepted both by the assembly and by the British, and
came into force in April of the following year. The new document provided for an assembly of members, all
directly elected, with an all-African cabinet responsible for the internal governing of the colony. Their
demands were for a federal, rather than a unitary government for an independent Gold Coast, and for an upper
house of parliament where chiefs and other traditional leaders could act as a counter to the CPP majority in the
assembly. They drew considerable support in the Northern Territory and among the chiefs in Ashanti, who
petitioned the British queen, Elizabeth II , asking for a Royal Commission into what form of government the
Gold Coast should have. This was refused by her government, who in stated that such a commission should
only be used if the people of the Gold Coast proved incapable of deciding their own affairs. Amid political
violence, the two sides attempted to reconcile their differences, but the NLM refused to participate in any
committee with a CPP majority. The traditional leaders were also incensed by a new bill that had just been
enacted, which allowed minor chiefs to appeal to the government in Accra, bypassing traditional chiefly
authority.
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The death of Kwame Nkrumah, first President of Ghana, demonstrated a great irony: a man so much maligned and
rejected in life, should be so praised and loved in death.
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Volume 4 by Obeng, Samuel; Nkrumah, Kwame and a great selection of similar Used, New and Collectible Books
available now at blog.quintoapp.com Selected Speeches Kwame Nkrumah - AbeBooks blog.quintoapp.com Passion for
books.
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The death of Kwame Nkrumah, first President of Ghana, demonstrated a great irony: a man so much maligned and
rejected in life, should be so praised and loved in death. The force of his personality, his convictions in the face of
powerful opposition, and his vision for Ghana and a pan-Africa, are evident in his speeches.
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They covered Nkrumah's speeches made during the years and These volumes were republished in with three additional
volumes. The full edition was published by Afram Publications (Ghana) Ltd., Accra, Ghana, and is titled Selected
Speeches of Kwame Nkrumah (hereafter referred to as Selected Speeches.).
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