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Background[ edit ] Anti-miscegenation laws in the United States[ edit ] Anti-miscegenation laws in the United
States had been in place in certain states since colonial days. Marriage to a slave was never legal. The new
Republican legislatures in six states repealed the restrictive laws. After the Democrats returned to power, the
restriction was reimposed. On the other hand, most laws used a "one drop of blood" rule, which meant that one
black ancestor made a person black in the view of the law. She has been noted as self-identifying as Indian Rappahannock , [8] but was also reported as being of Cherokee , Portuguese , and African American ancestry.
However, upon her arrest, the police report identifies her as "Indian. A possible contributing factor is that it
was seen at the time of her arrest as advantageous to be "anything but black. He was a construction worker.
Farmer, fought for the Confederacy in the Civil War. The county adhered to strict Jim Crow segregation laws
but Central Point had been a visible mixed-race community since the 19th century. The couple met in high
school and fell in love. Richard moved into the Jeter household when Mildred became pregnant. The couple
had three children: Donald, Peggy, and Sidney. She died of pneumonia on May 2, , in her home in Central
Point, aged In June , the couple traveled to Washington, D. Based on an anonymous tip, [19] local police
raided their home in the early morning hours of July 11, , [20] hoping to find them having sex, given that
interracial sex was then also illegal in Virginia. When the officers found the Lovings sleeping in their bed,
Mildred pointed out their marriage certificate on the bedroom wall. They were told the certificate was not
valid in the Commonwealth. The Lovings were charged under Section of the Virginia Code, which prohibited
interracial couples from being married out of state and then returning to Virginia, and Section , which
classified miscegenation as a felony, punishable by a prison sentence of between one and five years. On
January 6, , the Lovings pled guilty to "cohabiting as man and wife, against the peace and dignity of the
Commonwealth. After their conviction, the couple moved to the District of Columbia. Cohen and Philip J. On
October 28, , after waiting almost a year for a response to their motion, the ACLU attorneys brought a class
action suit in the U. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. This prompted the county court judge in
the case, Leon M. Bazile, to issue a ruling on the long-pending motion to vacate. Almighty God created the
races white, black, yellow, malay and red, and he placed them on separate continents. And but for the
interference with his arrangement there would be no cause for such marriages. The fact that he separated the
races shows that he did not intend for the races to mix. Carrico later Chief Justice of the Court wrote an
opinion for the court upholding the constitutionality of the anti-miscegenation statutes. While he upheld their
criminal convictions, he directed that their sentence be modified. The Lovings did not attend the oral
arguments in Washington, [26] but one of their lawyers, Bernard S. Cohen , conveyed the message he had
been given by Richard Loving: States, by the date of repeal of anti-miscegenation laws: No laws passed to
After Before Loving v. Virginia, there had been several cases on the subject of interracial sexual relations.
Within the state of Virginia, on Oct. Alabama , the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that the
conviction of an Alabama couple for interracial sex, affirmed on appeal by the Alabama Supreme Court, did
not violate the Fourteenth Amendment. On appeal, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the
criminalization of interracial sex was not a violation of the equal protection clause because whites and
non-whites were punished in equal measure for the offense of engaging in interracial sex. Pace, had chosen not
to appeal that section of the law. Alabama, the constitutionality of anti-miscegenation laws banning marriage
and sex between whites and non-whites remained unchallenged until the s. Kirby , Mr. Kirby asked the state of
Arizona for an annulment of his marriage. The Arizona Supreme Court judged Mrs. The court case involved a
legal challenge over the conflicting wills that had been left by the late Allan Monks; an old one in favor of a
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friend named Ida Lee, and a newer one in favor of his wife. Despite conflicting testimony by various expert
witnesses, the judge defined Mrs. However, the court dismissed this argument as inapplicable, because the
case presented involved not two mixed-race spouses but a mixed-race and a white spouse: The turning point
came with Perez v. Sharp , also known as Perez v. Decision[ edit ] The U. Marriage is one of the "basic civil
rights of man," fundamental to our very existence and survival. The Fourteenth Amendment requires that the
freedom of choice to marry not be restricted by invidious racial discrimination. Under our Constitution, the
freedom to marry, or not marry, a person of another race resides with the individual and cannot be infringed by
the State. There is patently no legitimate overriding purpose independent of invidious racial discrimination
which justifies this classification. The fact that Virginia prohibits only interracial marriages involving white
persons demonstrates that the racial classifications must stand on their own justification, as measures designed
to maintain White Supremacy. He reiterated his opinion from McLaughlin v. Florida that "it is simply not
possible for a state law to be valid under our Constitution which makes the criminality of an act depend upon
the race of the actor. District Court in United States v. Virginia, the number of interracial marriages continued
to increase across the United States [39] and in the South. In Georgia, for instance, the number of interracial
marriages increased from 21 in to in Virginia was discussed in the context of the public debate about
same-sex marriage in the United States. Walker cited Loving v. My generation was bitterly divided over
something that should have been so clear and right. But I have lived long enough now to see big changes. I
believe all Americans, no matter their race, no matter their sex, no matter their sexual orientation, should have
that same freedom to marry. I support the freedom to marry for all. Courts of Appeals considered the
constitutionality of state bans on same-sex marriage. In doing so they interpreted or used the Loving ruling
differently: Redhail [52] and Turner v. Safley [53] to demonstrate that the U. Using that standard, both courts
struck down state bans on same-sex marriage. Instead of "fundamental rights" analysis, they reviewed bans on
same-sex marriage as discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The former cited Loving to
demonstrate that the Supreme Court did not accept tradition as a justification for limiting access to marriage.
Windsor on the question of federalism: Hodges , which decided the issue, the Supreme Court invoked Loving,
among other cases, as precedent for its holding that states are required to allow same-sex marriages under both
the Equal Protection Clause and the Due Process Clause of the Constitution. During oral argument, the
eventual author of the majority opinion, Justice Anthony Kennedy , noted that the ruling holding racial
segregation unconstitutional and the ruling holding bans on interracial marriage unconstitutional Brown v.
Board of Education in and Loving v. Virginia in , respectively , were made about 13 years apart, much like the
ruling holding bans on same-sex sexual activity unconstitutional and the eventual ruling holding bans on
same-sex marriage unconstitutional Lawrence v. Texas in and Obergefell v. Hodges in , respectively. The only
part of it right was I had three children. Negga received an Academy Award nomination for her performance.
A four-part film, The Loving Generation, premiered on Topic. Directed and produced by Lacey Schwartz and
Mehret Mandefro, it explores the lives of biracial children born after the Loving decision.
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Pin As a mission-driven organization we are passionate about accelerating innovations especially when they
increase access and equity. Board, where she shared the potential of online learning, competency-based
models, and personalized instruction in expanding access and equity. Gerard Robinson, AEI Resident Fellow,
facilitated an incredible discussion to examine the developments over the 60 years since Brown v. Board
â€”and the ongoing need to transform our system to improve educational equity. Here are some key quotes
and take-aways from a set of first-rate speakers: Racial de-segregation â€” where did we end up today? We
still have educational opportunity gaps and achievement gaps. A deeper examination is needed on how Brown
impacted communities. Even before Brown v. Board, there was a case brought to courts, Mendez v. There are
parallels to how ELL students are treated today. Virginia-based Lawrence Wilder, Jr. In K American
education: According to recent data from the U. Department of Education , many students do not have access
to all the courses that will prepare them for college and careers. Students of color are disproportionately
affected: The learning opportunities a student has in grades Kâ€”12 provide a vital foundation for success in
college and career, and these early competencies particularly matter in the STEM science, technology,
engineering and math fields. This is related to the disproportionately low access that black and Latino students
have to the very STEM courses in high school they need as prerequisites to succeed in STEM majors in
college. Do all students have equal educational opportunity? We have the ability to level the playing field by
increasing access to the best teachers online and courses students need for success. There are Course Access
programs in six states that provide increased opportunities and choices at the course level. There are 26 states
with state online learning programs offering student access to courses. Are we designing schools based on how
students learn best? New learning models that are competency-based help ensure that students build skills and
knowledge and advance when they demonstrate mastery. We need to ensure our students are building the
knowledge and skills to be prepared for future success in college, careers and lead meaningful lives. We need
to design new models for equity and close the opportunity and achievement gaps. If a student is not yet
proficient, what resources and supports are provided in real-time to bring them up to speed and keep them on
track to graduating? We are actually masking the true size of the achievement gap from day to day. With new
personalized learning models, we could have better data to help students fill in gaps and accelerate toward
success. We must ask and design systems to ensure success. What are the conditions and resources needed for
student success? What does success look like? These are the questions we need to address to move the
conversation forward for transforming education so all students have the knowledge, skills and dispositions
they need for a world-class education. Please leave your thoughts by commenting or tweeting nacol. Board
and incenting the innovations and systems change needed for moving forward in and beyond. For more, check
out:
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Board of Education National Park Service "If we can organize the Southern States for massive resistance to
this order I think that in time the rest of the country will realize that racial integration is not going to be
accepted in the South. After meeting for more than a year, the Gray Commission, named for State Senator
Garland Gray, proposed in November , that laws concerning school attendance be amended so that no child
would be required to attend an integrated school, that funds be allocated as tuition grants for parents who
opposed schools comprised of white and black students, and that local school boards be authorized to assign
white and African American students to particular schools. This recommendation later became the statewide
agency Pupil Placement Board that had the power to assign students to schools and approve requests for
transfer. In January white Virginians overwhelmingly supported a referendum to call a constitutional
convention. After months of debates in the General Assembly, Governor Stanley ruled out control of
anti-integration efforts at the local level and proposed to deny state appropriations to schools that integrated.
Gray and the other commission members repudiated their report which recommended what the Governor was
proposing and supported his plan. Massive Resistance became enshrined in the new state constitution.
Virginians reacted to these decisions by petitioning and corresponding with Governor Stanley and local and
state leaders. The General Assembly Extra Session House of Delegates, Convention of Interposition
Opponents of the Brown ruling and integration used the doctrine of interposition, which argued that the state
could "interpose" between an unconstitutional federal mandate and local authorities based on State
Sovereignty. The General Assembly adopted a resolution of interposition in that clearly defied the authority of
the federal courts. James Jackson Kilpatrick, editor of the Richmond News Leader, vigorously criticized the
court decisions to end segregation and was one of the leading public advocates of interposition. Courtesy of
the Richmond Newspapers Inc. Editorials and Editorial Page Presentations. The Richmond News Leader,
Richmond News Leader, The commonwealth also rejected state funding to any school that proceeded to
integrate. Even the eventual ruling by the U. Supreme Court that Massive Resistance was unconstitutional
drew a defiant response from Almond, although the state would eventually comply.
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holding newspaper, explaining to her daughter Nikie the meaning of the Supreme Court's decision banning school
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The plaintiffs were thirteen Topeka parents on behalf of their 20 children. The Topeka Board of Education
operated separate elementary schools under an Kansas law, which permitted but did not require districts to
maintain separate elementary school facilities for black and white students in 12 communities with
populations over 15, The named plaintiff, Oliver L. Brown , was a parent, a welder in the shops of the Santa
Fe Railroad , an assistant pastor at his local church, and an African American. They were each refused
enrollment and directed to the segregated schools. The case "Oliver Brown et al. The Board of Education of
Topeka, Kansas" was named after Oliver Brown as a legal strategy to have a man at the head of the roster.
Brown at the head of the roster would be better received by the U. The 13 plaintiffs were: Supreme Court
precedent set in Plessy v. Ferguson , U. Board of Education as heard before the Supreme Court combined five
cases: Brown itself, Briggs v. Elliott filed in South Carolina , Davis v. Belton filed in Delaware , and Bolling
v. Sharpe filed in Washington, D. The Davis case, the only case of the five originating from a student protest,
began when year-old Barbara Rose Johns organized and led a student walkout of Moton High School. The
district court found substantial equality as to all such factors. The lower court, in its opinion, noted that, in
Topeka, "the physical facilities, the curricula, courses of study, qualification and quality of teachers, as well as
other educational facilities in the two sets of schools [were] comparable. Supreme Court in â€”argued the case
before the Supreme Court for the plaintiffs. In December , the Justice Department filed a friend of the court
brief in the case. The brief was unusual in its heavy emphasis on foreign-policy considerations of the Truman
administration in a case ostensibly about domestic issues. Of the seven pages covering "the interest of the
United States," five focused on the way school segregation hurt the United States in the Cold War competition
for the friendship and allegiance of non-white peoples in countries then gaining independence from colonial
rule. Attorney General James P. McGranery noted that The existence of discrimination against minority
groups in the United States has an adverse effect upon our relations with other countries. Racial discrimination
furnishes grist for the Communist propaganda mills. Supreme Court that on May 17, , ruled unanimously that
racial segregation in public schools is unconstitutional. The justices in support of desegregation spent much
effort convincing those who initially intended to dissent to join a unanimous opinion. Although the legal effect
would be same for a majority rather than unanimous decision, it was felt that dissent could be used by
segregation supporters as a legitimizing counter-argument. Conference notes and draft decisions illustrate the
division of opinions before the decision was issued. Vinson noted that Congress had not issued desegregation
legislation; Stanley F. Clark wrote that "we had led the states on to think segregation is OK and we should let
them work it out. Eisenhower appointed Earl Warren as Chief Justice. All they are concerned about is to see
that their sweet little girls are not required to sit in school alongside some big overgrown Negroes. According
to Susan Firestone , the study itself is dubious in conclusion and unreliable in reproduction. The activist
faction believed the Fourteenth Amendment did give the necessary authority and were pushing to go ahead.
Warren, who held only a recess appointment , held his tongue until the Senate confirmed his appointment.
Warren convened a meeting of the justices, and presented to them the simple argument that the only reason to
sustain segregation was an honest belief in the inferiority of Negroes. Warren further submitted that the Court
must overrule Plessy to maintain its legitimacy as an institution of liberty, and it must do so unanimously to
avoid massive Southern resistance. He began to build a unanimous opinion. Although most justices were
immediately convinced, Warren spent some time after this famous speech convincing everyone to sign onto
the opinion. Justices Jackson and Reed finally decided to drop their dissent. The final decision was
unanimous. Warren drafted the basic opinion and kept circulating and revising it until he had an opinion
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endorsed by all the members of the Court. First, the court made a unanimous decision. Prior to the ruling,
there were reports that the court members were sharply divided and might not be able to agree. Second, the
attendance of Justice Robert H. Jackson who had suffered a mild heart attack and was not expected to return to
the bench until early June They found that a significant psychological and social disadvantage was given to
black children from the nature of segregation itself, drawing on research conducted by Kenneth Clark assisted
by June Shagaloff. This aspect was vital because the question was not whether the schools were "equal",
which under Plessy they nominally should have been, but whether the doctrine of separate was constitutional.
The justices answered with a strong "no": We believe that it does. The effect is greater when it has the
sanction of the law, for the policy of separating the races is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority of
the negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn. Segregation with the sanction
of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] the educational and mental development of negro children and to
deprive them of some of the benefits they would receive in a racial[ly] integrated school system. We conclude
that, in the field of public education, the doctrine of "separate but equal" has no place. Separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others similarly situated for whom
the actions have been brought are, by reason of the segregation complained of, deprived of the equal
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment. Local outcomes Judgment and order of the
Supreme Court for the case. The Topeka junior high schools had been integrated since Topeka High School
was integrated from its inception in and its sports teams from on. The Board of Education of Topeka began to
end segregation in the Topeka elementary schools in August , integrating two attendance districts. All the
Topeka elementary schools were changed to neighborhood attendance centers in January , although existing
students were allowed to continue attending their prior assigned schools at their option. Social implications
Not everyone accepted the Brown v. Board of Education decision. In Virginia, Senator Harry F. For more
implications of the Brown decision, see School integration in the United States. Deep South Texas Attorney
General John Ben Shepperd organized a campaign to generate legal obstacles to implementation of
desegregation. Its legislature passed an Interposition Resolution denouncing the decision and declaring it null
and void. But Florida Governor LeRoy Collins , though joining in the protest against the court decision,
refused to sign it, arguing that the attempt to overturn the ruling must be done by legal methods. In Mississippi
fear of violence prevented any plaintiff from bringing a school desegregation suit for the next nine years.
Beckwith was not convicted of the murder until George Wallace personally blocked the door to Foster
Auditorium at the University of Alabama to prevent the enrollment of two black students. This became the
infamous Stand in the Schoolhouse Door [49] where Wallace personally backed his "segregation now,
segregation tomorrow, segregation forever" policy that he had stated in his inaugural address. Upland South In
North Carolina, there was often a strategy of nominally accepting Brown, but tacitly resisting it. On May 18,
the Greensboro, North Carolina school board declared that it would abide by the Brown ruling. This was the
result of the initiative of D. This made Greensboro the first, and for years the only, city in the South, to
announce its intent to comply. However, others in the city resisted integration, putting up legal obstacles[
how? Transition to a fully integrated school system did not begin until , after numerous local lawsuits and both
nonviolent and violent demonstrations. Historians have noted the irony that Greensboro, which had heralded
itself as such a progressive city, was one of the last holdouts for school desegregation. However, after , the
African-American teachers from the local "negro school" were not retained; this was ascribed to poor
performance. They appealed their dismissal in Naomi Brooks et al. In Harlem , New York, for example, not a
single new school had been built since the turn of the century, nor did a single nursery school exist, even as
the Second Great Migration caused overcrowding of existing schools. Existing schools tended to be
dilapidated and staffed with inexperienced teachers. Mallory and thousands of other parents bolstered the
pressure of the lawsuit with a school boycott in During the boycott, some of the first freedom schools of the
period were established. The city responded to the campaign by permitting more open transfers to
high-quality, historically-white schools. Ferguson , the landmark United States Supreme Court decision

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF READINGS ON EQUAL EDUCATION: FOURTY YEARS
AFTER THE BROWN DECISION
upholding the constitutionality of racial segregation in under the doctrine of " separate but equal " were, in
part, tied to the scientific racism of the era. Board of Education, the Supreme Court rejected the ideas of
scientific racists about the need for segregation, especially in schools. The Court buttressed its holding by
citing in footnote 11 social science research about the harms to black children caused by segregated schools.
Both scholarly and popular ideas of hereditarianism played an important role in the attack and backlash that
followed the Brown decision. Katzmann , Damon J. Jackson in , during early deliberations that led to the
Brown v. In his memo, Rehnquist argued: Ferguson was right and should be reaffirmed. Jenkins that at the
very least, Brown I has been misunderstood by the courts. Brown I did not say that "racially isolated" schools
were inherently inferior; the harm that it identified was tied purely to de jure segregation, not de facto
segregation. Indeed, Brown I itself did not need to rely upon any psychological or social-science research in
order to announce the simple, yet fundamental truth that the Government cannot discriminate among its
citizens on the basis of race.
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In this amendment, all citizens of the United States, either by birth or naturalization, are assured equal
protection of the law. No person can hold office if they have engaged in a rebellion against the federal
government. The government is not responsible for debts accrued by state governments during a
rebellionâ€”this includes the costs involved in the loss of emancipated slaves. It is also clearly stated that the
Congress shall have the power to enforce this amendment by appropriate legislation. We will also look into
the distinctions made between the three post-Civil War Amendments. While the 13th abolished slavery and
the 15th established the right to suffrage, it was the 14th which was to guarantee civil rights. The stipulations
of section 1 of the 14th Amendment left much of the jurisdictional issues vague as to the limits of federal and
state laws. So for example, it was not until the Civil Rights Act of that housing was brought under the
jurisdiction of this amendment. This amendment consolidated the power of the radical Republicans in the
South. By protecting the rights of Black Americans they hoped to keep them loyal to the Republican Party and
the newly formed federal government. However, the amendment has been interpreted in contradictory
waysâ€”to legislate both segregation and integration. By granting Blacks and Whites equality in the eyes of
the law, the 14th Amendment undermined the Black Codes in the South passed during reconstruction and
reasserted the right of the federal government to intercede if states blocked their rights. The signing of the 14th
Amendment became a requirement for reentry into the Union after the Civil War. It consolidated the power of
the Northern states and the Republicans. But their power was soon undermined as the southern states started
passing new segregation laws and the advent of Jim Crow policies again denied Blacks equal rights and
opportunities. Students will also be assigned readings in the school American History textbook for background
information on this. Quiz and in-class essay Major Discussion Topics: Why were most slaves in the South?
Why did the South secede? How are the powers of the state and Federal governments determined? What
powers does the Supreme Court have? How can the Supreme Court enforce its decisions? What does the 14th
Amendment really say? Separation need not imply inferiority of either race. Brown did not feel that social
prejudice could be overcome by legislation: This group of well-to-do Blacks raised money and challenged the
constitutionality of the law. The case was heard in the Supreme Court in During this period many new Jim
Crow laws had been passed throughout the South. Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, and Tennessee passed laws
requiring railroads to separate the races. Mississippi and South Carolina already denied the vote to Blacks and
many other states were preparing to take the same steps. There were real differences of opinion within the
Black community over these rulings. On one side were those Blacks who felt that they must adjust to the
growing sentiment against their civil rights by developing the economic standing of Blacks before working for
equal rights. Washington delivered a speech at the Atlanta Exposition in stating: The opportunity to earn a
dollar in a factory just now is worth infinitely more than the opportunity to spend a dollar in an opera house.
On the other hand, W. DuBois argued for full, legal equality immediately. Seven Justices ruled against Plessy,
but one, Justice Harlan, dissented. The destinies of the two races in this country are indissolubly linked
together, and the interest of both require that the common government of all shall not permit the seeds of race
hate to be planted under the sanction of law. What were the arguments against this legislation? Does separate
but equal imply inferiority? How can equal facilities be determined? What is a dissent? Should the
government tell people how to live or make rules that reflect how they live? Living with Jim Crow The two
readings for this week are about Jim Crow legislation and how it felt to live within these restrictions. After
quoting a Southern critic of the policy who pointed out the absurdity of the legislation, he reviews the major
restrictions passed in this period. These laws restricted travel, housing, use of private and public facilities,
amusement parks and other recreational areas, and of course schools and institutions of higher learning. He
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learned the same lesson when he tried to assert his rights on his jobâ€”he wanted to learn information which
certain White workers felt was not his place to learn. This autobiographical sketch is an excellent introduction
to the consequences of Jim Crow legislation and attitudes. What was the purpose of the Jim Crow laws? Why
were they predominantly in the South? Did these laws affect Blacks and Whites in the same ways? Why
would a person write an autobiography? Why would someone want to share such pain? The Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas During this week we will study the Brown decision of and the reaction of a
group of dissenting Southern congressmen. Segregation is a denial of equal protection of the laws as defined
in the 14th Amendment. After hearing a series of cases brought on behalf of Black students in segregated
schools, the Court reviewed the circumstances surrounding the adoption of the 14th Amendment. This
research proved inconclusive because it was clear that each side of the ratification debate had different goals.
The proponents wanted to eliminate all legal distinctions while opponents wanted to limit the applicability of
the Amendments. Education is one of the most important functions of government. Compulsory education and
public expenditures for education demonstrate this importance. The right to a good, equal education was
fundamental to our democratic society. This decision came at the culmination of a series of court cases
challenging segregated schools. In this case, however, the plaintiffs were Black children of elementary school
age residing in Topeka, Kansas. This action was brought to the United States District Court for the District of
Kansas to enjoin the enforcement of a Kansas statute which permits but does not require cities of more than
15, population to maintain separate school facilities for Black and White students. Based on that authority, the
Board of Education of Topeka elected to establish segregated elementary schools. Other public schools were
run on a nonsegregated basis. The three judge District Court found that segregated public schools had a
detrimental effect upon Black children, but denied relief because they found that the schools were essentially
equal with respect to buildings, curriculum, transportation, and the educational qualifications of teachers.
Other related District Court decisions were Briggs v. Elliott in South Carolina, Davis v. Elliott and the Davis
v. County School Board, the Courts ordered that the schools be equalized, having established that the facilities
and curriculum were unequal. In Delaware, however, after recognizing that the Black schools were inferior
with respect to teacher training, pupil-teacher ratio, extra-curricular activities, physical plant, and time and
distance of travel, the Court ordered immediate admission of Black plaintiffs into previously all White
schools. It should be noted that although the Chancellor of the Delaware Court maintained that segregation
itself resulted in an inferior education for Black children, he did not base his decision on this finding. A group
of Southern politicians declared their feelings about the Brown v. Board of Education decision in the Southern
Manifesto, the second reading for this week. Essentially they declared that it represents a clear abuse of
judicial power. They felt that the federal judiciary was encroaching on the rights of the people. Education has
not been mentioned in the Constitution nor in the 14th Amendment or any other amendment. They felt that
this action would destroy the amicable relationship between the White and Black races that had been created
over the last century. Forcing the races to change their relationship could only produce misunderstanding and
hostility. These United States, pp. Why would segregated schools be inherently unequal? What is equality in
education? Can laws create equality? Can people be forced to mix? Why would Southern Congressmen feel
more hostility to the Brown decision than Northerners? Working for Desegregated Schools As stated in the
introduction, the Brown decision has been seen by some as a turning point. In any case, the decision produced
some earthshaking events in the United States. The struggle for desegregated schools and then general civil
rights turned out to be a painful one, both physically and mentally. During this week two short excerpts about
the early attempts at desegregation will be read. In this section of her book, Thee Long Shadow of Little Rock,
she describes how it came to pass that one Black school child was refused entrance to the high school because
of the presence of National Guardsmen. It first appeared that Little Rock would join many other moderate
cities in the south and desegregate their schools with relatively little difficulty. Nine Black students were
chosen to attend the formerly all White high school in September, However, Governor Faubus called out the
National Guard to prevent the children from attending the school. This caused a clash between state and
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federal powers. B lack students attended the high school under guard for the year The following year the
schools were closed. The next year, however, the schools were opened on a desegregated basis. The whole
world watched these events on television.
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Linda and Cheryl can be booked together or Cheryl can be booked separately. View their biographies below to
see what would fit your needs. Brown who in the fall of along with 12 other parents, led by attorneys for the
NAACP, filed suit on behalf of their children against the local Board of Education. Supreme Court and on
May 17, , became known as the landmark decision; Brown v. This case was legally named for Oliver Brown,
i. Brown died in before knowing the impact this case would have on the nation. She has extensive background
in education, business and civic leadership, having served on and chaired various local, state and national
Boards. In addition she has two decades of experience in political advocacy, public policy implementation,
and federal legislative development. She is the recipient of various awards and recognition for work in
education and community service; presentations at numerous conferences, conventions and universities; and
for her work with Congress and the National Park Service to preserve sites associated with the landmark U.
Supreme Court ruling of In she founded the Brown Foundation. Since its establishment, the Foundation has
provided scholarships to more than minority students, presented awards to local, state and national leaders,
established libraries for children in low income communities, developed curriculum on Brown for educators
across the country, created traveling exhibits on and a web site on Brown, and sponsored programs on
diversity and educational issues, for thousands of people. In , under her leadership the Foundation successfully
worked with the U. In under her leadership the Foundation successfully worked with the U. Congress to
establish the Brown v. Board of Education 50th Anniversary Presidential Commission, which served to
provide a Federal presence in the anniversary of the Brown decision. She has been invited to the White House
on seven occasions - In January , May , May , June , February , June , and May , she was one of a group of
individuals invited to receptions and dinner at the White House, listed chronologically in honor of Dr. Board
of Education, 40th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act. Board of Education 62 and Counting: The Board of
Education: Forty Years After the Brown Decision: In , featured as the cover story in Kansas Hers Magazine.
In , featured in the national publication, More Magazine. In , featured in a Court TV public service
announcement about Brown. Supreme Court decision Brown v. Extensive public speaking experience which
includes university guest lectures at over universities including Harvard University Law School and Yale
University Law School, with primary focus on education and contemporary civil rights issues. Office based in
Washington, D. Provided testimony before both the U.
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50 years after the Supreme Court decision struck down "separate but equal," scholastic opportunities for
African-Americans have expanded. But inequality remains a major problem. Two milestones in.

Continue to article content Handed down sixty years ago Friday, the Brown v. It was no longer desirable,
tolerable or legal to have the legislative apparatus of the United States promote and enforce discrimination
based on race. The activism and the legislation that followed over the next three decades would expand
opportunities for people of color and forever alter the racial make-up of those who would participate in public
life. Story Continued Below The focus of the law, though, was education. And in that arena, the legacy of that
historic decision has been clouded by unintended consequencesâ€”the destruction of an entire class of
African-American educatorsâ€”and shifting demographics, including the dramatic influx of Hispanic
immigrants to our communities. Its lofty intentionsâ€”to equalize access to educational opportunity for
allâ€”have proven to be no match for the unprecedented economic shift that has seen wealth and privilege
become centralized in the hands of a relative few. Educational advantage moves in lock step with family
income. Sixty years after Brown V. Board of Education, the academic achievement gap between rich and poor
students is now even wider than the gap between black and white students was in Duncan and Richard J.
Murnane The most immediate and visible impact of the decisionâ€”the wholesale integration of public schools
through rezoning and busing plans that rolled out over the thirty years that followedâ€”was as controversial as
it was sweeping. History books recall the shameful protests and legal challenges that many white
segregationists mounted with increasing futility. Ultimately, black children and white children were sent to
schools together. And as a social policy, desegregation paid almost immediate dividends for African-American
students. The yawning achievement gap between white and black school children began to narrow. High
school graduation rates for African-American school children began to rise. In the s, 66 percent of
African-American females graduated from high school. By the s, when integration was well underway, that
number was at 71 percent. But because the decision specified that black children would benefit from an
education with white children, the grossly underfunded African-American run public education system, which
for decades had been dedicated to serving children in black communities, was dismissed as inferior and
dismantled. In the s and s, many more black schools than white schools were closed. African-American
teachers and principals, who in many states held about the same level of professional certification as their
white counterparts and who for decades had served as steadfast anchors in black communities, were fired en
masse. Sixty years later, at a time when nearly half of all public school children in the United States are black,
Hispanic or Asian, 80 percent of public school teachers are white. In those years, communities became more
racially and economically homogenous; and in the s, district after district succeeded in having their
court-mandated desegregation orders lifted. Segregation became the norm in public schools again. Currently,
African-American children, and particularly low-income African American children, are just as likely to
attend majority non-white schools as they were in Before the Brown decision, African-American children
learned lessons in over-crowded, one-room school houses with outdoor plumbing and tattered textbooks while
white children from the same communities attended well-appointed schools with low teacher-to-student ratios,
generously-funded extra-curricular activities and brand-new textbooks. In , Clarendon, South Carolina, the
district at the heart of the case, the per-pupil spending for white students was four times what it was for black
students.
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Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, U.S. (), was a landmark United States Supreme Court case in which the Court
declared state laws establishing separate public schools for black and white students to be unconstitutional.

However, 50 years later, scholars are asking whether Brown has done more harm than good. The answer is no.
But it became almost immediately clear that Brown in effect wiped out all forms of state-sanctioned
segregation. Ferguson decision defined the national norm. In the North, de facto segregation and covert
discrimination were commonplace. Consider that in the neonatal mortality rate per 1, live births was In , the
illiteracy rate for blacks 14 years of age or older Census Bureau Lifting the Veil of Oppression For many
people, Brown marked a critical turning point in addressing these inequities. Sara Lawrence Lightfoot
remembers its impact vividly, writing: It seemed they were standing taller. And although we had not lived the
pain and struggle of his life, nor did we understand the meaning of his words, the emotion and drama of that
moment still survives in my soul today. It seemed to her father and to many others that the United States was
finally on the way to creating a society where discrimination based on race was unacceptable. The decision
was certainly one of the sparks that stoked the flame of the civil-rights movement in the late s and s. It gave
hope to tens of thousands of black people and their allies, who moved forward with courage and determination
to transform American society. In no small measure, these struggles changed America for black people.
African-Americans today hold high-level positions in the government and private sector. The University of
Kentucky now starts five black basketball players coached by a black man. These achievements were beyond
the aspirations and certainly the reach of black people in , irrespective of their academic records or life
experiences. Nonetheless, while it is clear that the Brown decision did more good than harm, it is equally clear
that 50 years after the decision much of the promise of Brown still awaits fulfillment. The decision did not
prevent racists from using a variety of legal tactics and their control of law-enforcement agencies to resist the
implementation of Brown. When desegregation did occur, it was almost always on terms favorable to whites.
For instance, while black schools had to be closed leading to demotions or the loss of jobs for black teachers
and administrators , whites were given access to specialty schools or allowed to remain in their neighborhood
schools. The second flaw arose from the view that equal education was not possible without integration. They
did not realize all the ways educators could avoid teaching children whose education was of no interest to
them. Moreover, the very idea that desegregating schools was the exclusive means of achieving equality
assumed that black institutions and perhaps even black people were inferior. And an integrated school was
defined as one that was predominantly white. This ideology masked the inequities that existed in many
so-called integrated schools. Unfinished Business Recent statistics make it clear that black people are still
struggling to enjoy the fruits of equal educational opportunity, despite the gains since Brown. At the 8th-grade
level, 54 percent of black students scored at or above basic, compared with 83 percent of white students. Just
51 percent of black students graduate from high school; the graduation rate among white students is 72 percent
see Figure 1. Moreover, these educational inequalities help to explain enduring economic inequalities. For
example, in , 48 percent of black children age six and younger lived in families that were below percent of the
poverty line, compared with 24 percent of white children. Although these conditions represent vast
improvements from those of the s, the differences in well-being between whites and blacks remain a stain on
the nation. So the struggle continues to make America a place where black people and black institutions are
respected; where integration is viewed through the prism of pluralist acceptance; and where low-income and
working-class black families have the power to secure the kind of education they desire for their children. The
Brown decision sent a powerful message by tearing down the legal structures of oppression, but there remains
plenty of unfinished business. Fuller is the director of the Institute for the Transformation of Learning at
Marquette University and chairman of the board of directors of the Black Alliance for Educational Options.
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The Brown decision annihilated the "separate but equal" rule, previously sanctioned by the Supreme Court in , that
permitted states and school districts to designate some schools "whites.

October 30, by Jonathan Stahl credit: Here are 10 Supreme Court cases related to education that impacted both
constitutional law and the public school experience. Board of Education Arguably the most well-known ruling
of the 20th century, Brown overturned Plessy v. While the Brown decision marked only the beginning of a
prolonged struggle to achieve actual integration, its impact cannot be understated. Vitale and 8. Abington
School District v. Schempp This pair of cases shaped the modern understanding of how the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment constrains prayer in public schools. In Engel, the Court struck down a New
York State rule that allowed public schools to hold a short, nondenominational prayer at the beginning of the
school day. Kurtzman This case adjudicated a different sort of Establishment Clause challenge, where the
controversy dealt with a statute providing financial support for teacher salaries and textbooks in parochial
schools. The Burger Court unanimously decided that this financial aid scheme violated the Establishment
Clause and delineated the governing precedent for Establishment Clause cases known as the Lemon test.
Yoder Among the litany of public school cases from the Warren and Burger eras is the landmark Free
Exercise Clause decision in Yoder. Wisconsin mandated that all children attend public school until age 16, but
Jonas Yoder, a devoutly religious Amish man, refused to send his children to school past eighth grade. San
Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez Like most U. The District sued the state on behalf of the
students in its district, arguing that since property taxes were relatively low in the area, students at the public
schools were being underserved due to the lack of funding compared to wealthier districts. They argued that
the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment mandates equal funding among school districts, but the
Court ultimately rejected their claim. The district passed a rule prohibiting the armbands as part of a larger
dress code, and students challenged the ban as a violation of the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment.
This case is notable for its impact on First Amendment jurisprudence regarding distinctions between conduct
and speech, as well as for its extension of free speech protections to students. The vice principal then searched
her purse, found drug paraphernalia and called the police; the student was eventually charged with multiple
crimes and expelled from the school. The Supreme Court decided that the Fourth Amendment does constrain
the actions of school officials, and that students have a legitimate expectation of privacy when in school.
Lopez In , President George H. Bush signed the Gun-Free School Zones Act, which prohibited the possession
of firearms in designated school zones. Lopez, a 12th-grade student at a Texas high school, was caught
carrying a gun at his school and was charged under the statute. He challenged his conviction and the Gun-Free
School Zones Act, saying that Congress did not have the constitutional authority to ban guns in school zones.
In one of the narrowest readings of the Commerce Clause since the Lochner era , the Court struck down the
law and ruled that Congress had exceeded its authority. They explained that the possession of a gun does not
have a substantial effect on interstate commerce, and that these sorts of regulations could only be passed by
state governments. Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle In , the Supreme Court ruled in Gratz v.
Bollinger and Grutter v. In light of this, the Seattle School District established a tiebreaker scheme for
admission to competitive public schools in the district, in which racial diversity played a role in the ultimate
decision. The policy was challenged, and the Supreme Court was tasked with deciding if the Equal Protection
Clause had any bearing on the case. It determined that its earlier decisions for college affirmative action do not
apply to public schools and that racial diversity is not a compelling government interest for public school
admission. California Teachers Association Pending The Court made the decision to hear this case in June,
and will hear oral arguments this term. Friedrichs is a First Amendmen t challenge to the practices of public
unions. The Court will determine whether requiring teachers to pay for union activities that are not explicitly
political speech violates the First Amendment. If they rule that the scheme is permissible, the Court must also
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decide whether an opt-out system for political activities is constitutional. Jonathan Stahl is an intern at the
National Constitution Center. He is also a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, majoring in politics,
philosophy and economics. Recent Stories on Constitution Daily.
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