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Chapter 1 : Readings in African Politics : Tom Young :
Readings in African Politics provides an overview of key topics and themes that collectively contribute to an
understanding of politics in Africa. The selections included here come from a wide range of Western and non-Western
sources and together represent core knowledge in the field of African politics.

The study of African states and their internal politics necessarily involves the study of governance, governing
ideologies, forms of ethnic and political pluralism, monopolisation of political and economic power, popular
resistance to power, convergences with and fractures from international society, chronic underdevelopment
and maltreatment of citizens, the emergence of active polities nonetheless, and the use and abuse of cultural
linkages amid great dynamism and widespread violence. Many theoretical approaches have evolved to address
the issues of African politics. Not all are helpful â€” and that includes those developed both in the West and
Africa itself. Objectives and learning outcomes of the module By the end of the course it is anticipated
participants will be able: To consider various theoretical frameworks for the analysis of African politics. To
disaggregate the governments and politics of sub-Saharan African states. To establish thematic groupings for
the purposes of considering and debating the governments and politics of sub-Saharan Africa. To evaluate
accounts of the social and cultural origins and animations of sub-Saharan African politics. To consider
normative approaches to the politics of sub-Saharan Africa and to contemplate informed alternatives for the
future. To relate the governments and politics of individual sub-Saharan states to Africa-wide developments,
to international pressures, and the global political economy. To pay particular attention to rural and urban
political formations, and their expressions in literature, culture, religion, crime and technology. Workload 1
hour lecture per week 1 hour tutorial per week Scope and syllabus Week 1: Sovereignty, State Formation and
Governance Week 4: Sources of Cohesion and Division I: Ethnicity and Nationalism Week Sources of
Cohesion and Division II: The Politics of Race and Class Week Resistance, Overthrow and Revolution Week
Violence, Civil War and Genocide Week State Failure and Collapse Week Peacebuilding and Transitional
Justice Week Poverty, Famine and Humanitarian Intervention Week It is these, together with the
pronouncements and writings of African leaders, the articulations of African citizens and civil societies, and
the articulated view of international actors that comprise the discursive formation inspired by Africa and
within which Africa sits. A selective sample of bodies of academic and other literature is as follows: There is a
current vogue for voluminous tomes that seek to describe Africa for readers unfamiliar with the continent.
These are either vast travel documents in a line from Mungo Park or purport also to analyse Africa â€” usually
superficially and gloomily. The contemporary specimens by Martin Meredith and Guy Arnold fall into this
category. There is a still highly influential body of writing by first-generation African political scientists, i.
Mudimbe, The Invention of Africa: Gnosis, Philosophy, and the Order of Knowledge, Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, Achille Mbembe, On the Postcolony, Berkeley: University of California Press, The
broadest sweep, with depth â€” in a way no one else should even attempt â€” has been accomplished by:
Cambridge University Press, John Iliffe, The African Poor: He has maintained his best qualities in his
crusading but immaculately scholarly book: Ohio University Press, More geographically focused in East and
Southern Africa, the work of Terence Ranger is unavoidable, e. Greg Mills, Poverty to Prosperity: Tafelberg, ,
which predated and was better than the report of the Commission for Africa, and Stephen Chan, Grasping
Africa: A Tale of Tragedy and Achievement, London: Each of the 22 lecture topics detailed in the syllabus
information is accompanied by readings. These have been kept to a workable minimum. Students are therefore
advised to become familiar with them. All students should become familiar with key periodicals, e.
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Chapter 2 : Readings in African Politics - Google Books
The essays in Readings in African Politics represent a sampling of some of the most interesting material written about
political life in Africa in the past thirty.

Required Texts Achebe, Chinua. A Man of the People. Mexican Politics in Transition: Democratization in the
Late Twentieth Century. University of Oklahoma Press, Understanding Politics in an Unfamiliar Culture.
Cornell University Press, Articles Almond, Gabriel, and Sidney Verba. Institute for Peace, , pp. Nationalism,
Southeast Asia, and the World. Princeton University Press, A Latin American Perspective. The Role of the
Armed Forces in the Americas: Civil-Military Relations for the 21st Century. Strategic Studies Institute, U.
Army War College, , pp. The Decline of Authoritarianism. Oxford University Press, , pp. University of
California Press, , pp. The Killing Fields of Commerce. Philippines Center for Investigative Journalism, , pp.
Democracy and Its Critics. Yale University Press, , pp. Yale University Press, Johns Hopkins University
Press, , pp. Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. The Political Economy of Democratic Transition. Princeton
University Press, , pp. Land and Usurpation in Brazil. Contesting the Military in Post-Authoritarian Brazil.
The Politics of Marginalization. The Myth of Anti-Democratic Values. A Response to Lee Kuan Yew. Karl,
Terry, and Philippe C. The Hidden Truth About U. Police Operations in Latin America. Democratization and
Authoritarian Enclaves in Mexico. In The Portable Machiavelli. Edited by Peter Bondanella and Mark Musa.
Penguin Books, , pp. Edited by Isaac Kramnick. Why Punish State Criminals? Edited by Neil J. Local
Perspectives on Political Transition in the Philippines. University of Hawaii Press, , pp. Civic Traditions in
Modern Italy. Rizzo de Oliveira, Eliezer. Toward a Dynamic Model. Class Divide and Electoral Reform in the
Philippines. Brazil and the Southern Cone. Translated by Tony Talbot. The Downfall of Philippine President
Estrada. A Miracle, A Universe: Settling Accounts with Torturers. University of Chicago Press, , pp. A
Conversation with Lee Kuan Yew. When Daam becomes a minister of development, his impoverished
community expects him to be a savior - especially a corrupt developer eager to build an unsafe bridge.
Chapter 3 : African Politics Reading Group | U-M LSA Political Science
Readings in African Politics provides an overview of key topics and themes that collectively contribute to an
understanding of politics in Africa. The selections included here come from a wide range of Western and non-Western
sources and together represent core knowledge in the field of African.

Chapter 4 : Africa reading list - Chris Blattman
Readers at all levels will find even-handed coverage of politics in sub-Saharan Africa's more than thirty states from the
early years of independence to today.

Chapter 5 : Project MUSE - Readings in African Politics (review)
The essays in Readings in African Politics represent a sampling of some of the most interesting material written about
political life in Africa in the past thirty-five years or so.

Chapter 6 : Readings in African Politics
Auto Suggestions are available once you type at least 3 letters. Use up arrow (for mozilla firefox browser alt+up arrow)
and down arrow (for mozilla firefox browser alt+down arrow) to review and enter to select.

Chapter 7 : Politics: Courses: Government and Politics in Africa
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African Studies Review () The essays in Readings in African Politics represent a sampling of some of the most
interesting material written about political life in Africa in the.

Chapter 8 : Holdings : Readings in African politics / | York University Libraries
Resolutions and recommendations of the first session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government and third
session of the Council of Ministers / prepared by the Press and Information Department of the OAU General Secretariat.
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