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Edited by Philip M. This book is protected by copyright. No part of it may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without written permission from the publisher. Copying our publications in whole or in part, for
whatever reason, is a violation of copyright laws and can lead to penalties and fines. Should you want to copy
tables, graphs, or other materials, please contact us to request permission E-mail: ICON Group often grants
permission for very limited reproduction of our publications for internal use, press releases, and academic
research. The second audience includes English-speaking students enrolled in bilingual education programs or
German speakers enrolled in English speaking schools. Rather than supply a single translation, many words
are translated for a variety of meanings in German, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of English,
and avoid them using the notes as a pure translation crutch. Each page covers words not already highlighted on
previous pages. If a difficult word is not translated on a page, chances are that it has been translated on a
previous page. Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www. Observe the ass,
for instance: Instead of feeling complimented when we are called an ass, we are left in doubt. Korrektur,
Berichtigung, Korrektion, Verbesserung, Richtigstellung. Mark Twain 3 herself with in case of a Ghibelline
outbreak before she got to school, at the same old stand where they sell the same old cake to this day and it is
just as light and good as it was then, too, and this is not flattery, far from it. He was a little rusty on his law,
but he rubbed up for this book, and those two or three legal chapters are right and straight, now. He told me so
himself. In it was a snug collection of modest one- and two- story frame dwellings, whose whitewashed
exteriors were almost concealed from sight by climbing tangles of rose vines, honeysuckles, and morning
glories. When there was room on the ledge outside of the pots and boxes for a cat, the cat was there-- in sunny
weather--stretched at full length, asleep and blissful, with her furry belly to the sun and a paw curved over her
nose. Then that house was complete, and its German accented: A home without a cat--and a well-fed,
well-petted, and properly revered cat-- may be a perfect home, perhaps, but how can it prove title? All along
the streets, on both sides, at the outer edge of the brick sidewalks, stood locust trees with trunks protected by
wooden boxing, and these furnished shade for summer and a sweet fragrancer in spring, when the clusters of
buds came forth. The main street, one block back from the river, and running parallel with it, was the sole
business street. It was six blocks long, and in each block two or three brick stores, three stories high, towered
above interjected bunches of little frame shops. Steamboats passed up and down every hour or so. Those
belonging to the little Cairo line and the little Memphis line always stopped; the big Orleans liners stopped for
hails only, or to land passengers or freight; and this was the case also with the great flotilla of "transients.
Anthony down through nine climates to torrid New Orleans. The town was sleepy and comfortable and
contented. It was fifty years old, and was growing slowly-- very slowly, in fact, but still it was growing. He
was very proud of his old Virginian ancestry, and in his hospitalities and his rather formal and stately manners,
he kept up its traditions. He was fine and just and generous. To be a gentleman--a gentleman without stain or
blemish--was his only religion, and to it he was always faithful. He was respected, esteemed, and beloved by
all of the community. He was well off, and was gradually adding to his store. He and his wife were very nearly
happy, but not quite, for they had no children. The longing for the treasure of a child had grown stronger and
stronger as the years slipped away, but the blessing never came--and was never to come. Rachel Pratt, and she
also was childless--childless, and sorrowful for that reason, and not to be comforted. They were Presbyterians,
the judge was a freethinker. Pembroke Howard, lawyer and bachelor, aged almost forty, was another old
Virginian grandee with proved descent from the First Families. He was a fine, majestic creature, a gentleman
according to the nicest requirements of the Virginia rule, a devoted Presbyterian, an authority on the "code",
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and a man always courteously ready to stand up before you in the field if any act or word of his had seemed
doubtful or suspicious to you, and explain it with any weapon you might prefer from bradawls to artillery.
Percy Northumberland Driscoll, brother to the judge, and younger than he by five years, was a married man,
and had had children around his hearthstone; but German according: Fleck, beflecken, flecken, Beize, beizen,
Klecks, einflecken, beschmutzen, leicht schmutzig werden, sudeln. Mark Twain 7 they were attacked in detail
by measles, croup, and scarlet fever, and this had given the doctor a chance with his effective antediluvian
methods; so the cradles were empty. He was a prosperous man, with a good head for speculations, and his
fortune was growing. On the first of February, , two boy babes were born in his house; one to him, one to one
of his slave girls, Roxana by name. Roxana was twenty years old. She was up and around the same day, with
her hands full, for she was tending both babes. Percy Driscoll died within the week. Roxy remained in charge
of the children. She had her own way, for Mr. Driscoll soon absorbed himself in his speculations and left her
to her own devices. David Wilson, a young fellow of Scotch parentage. He had wandered to this remote region
from his birthplace in the interior of the State of New York, to seek his fortune. He was twenty-five years old,
college bred, and had finished a post-college course in an Eastern law school a couple of years before. He was
a homely, freckled, sandy-haired young fellow, with an intelligent blue eye that had frankness and
comradeship in it and a covert twinkle of a pleasant sort. But he made his fatal remark the first day he spent in
the village, and it "gaged" him. He had just made the acquaintance of a group of citizens when an invisible
dog began to yelp and snarl and howl and make himself very comprehensively disagreeable, whereupon young
Wilson said, much as one who is thinking aloud: They fell away from him as from something uncanny, and
went into privacy to discuss him. Heulen, zischen, brausen, sausen. Do you reckon he thought it would live?
The incident was told all over the town, and gravely discussed by everybody. In time he came to be liked, and
well liked too; but by German anybody: Perfekt, vollkommen, vollendet, ideal, einwandfrei, vervollkommnen,
herausragend, vortrefflich, trefflich, top, sublim. Mark Twain 9 that time the nickname had got well stuck on,
and it stayed. The nickname soon ceased to carry any harsh or unfriendly feeling with it, but it held its place,
and was to continue to hold its place for twenty long years. Sinn, betastend, Stimmung, Emotion, carry:
Urteilsspruch, Verdikt, Spruch, Wahrspruch, Urteil. The mistake was in not forbidding the serpent; then he
would have eaten the serpent. He hired a small office down in the town and hung out a tin sign with these
words on it: Schlange, Slang, Luder, Aas. Mark Twain 11 But his deadly remark had ruined his chance--at
least in the law. He took down his sign, after a while, and put it up on his own house with the law features
knocked out of it. It offered his services now in the humble capacities of land surveyor and expert accountant.
Now and then he got a job of surveying to do, and now and then a merchant got him to straighten out his
books. With Scotch patience and pluck he resolved to live down his reputation and work his way into the legal
field yet. Poor fellow, he could foresee that it was going to take him such a weary long time to do it. One of
his pet fads was palmistry. To another one he gave no name, neither would he explain to anybody what its
purpose was, but merely said it was an amusement. He carried in his coat pocket a shallow box with grooves
in it, and in the grooves strips of glass five inches long and three inches wide. Along the lower edge of each
strip was pasted a slip of white paper. He asked people to pass their hands through their hair thus collecting
upon them a thin coating of the natural oil and then making a thumbmark on a glass strip, following it with the
mark of the ball of each finger in succession. Under this row of faint grease prints he would write a record on
the strip of white paper--thus: Rillen, Riefen, Rinnen, Schlitze, Falzt. Sometimes he copied on paper the
involved and delicate pattern left by the ball of the finger, and then vastly enlarged it with a pantograph so that
he could examine its web of curving lines with ease and convenience. It was carried on it yells, which showed
that the people engaged in it were not close together. How does you come on, Jasper? Wilson stepped to the
window to observe the combatants; he could not work while their chatter continued. Over in the vacant lots
was Jasper, young, coal German absorbing: Only one sixteenth of her was black, and that sixteenth did not
show. She was of majestic form and stature, her attitudes were imposing and statuesque, and her gestures and
movements distinguished by a noble and stately grace. Her complexion was very fair, with the rosy glow of
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vigorous health in her cheeks, her face was full of character and expression, her eyes were brown and liquid,
and she had a heavy suit of fine soft hair which was also brown, but the fact was not apparent because her
head was bound about with a checkered handkerchief and the hair was concealed under it. Her face was
shapely, intelligent, and comely--even beautiful. She had an easy, independent carriage--when she was among
her own caste--and a high and "sassy" way, withal; but of course she was meek and humble enough where
white people were. To all intents and purposes Roxy was as white as anybody, but the one sixteenth of her
which was black outvoted the other fifteen parts and made her a Negro. She was a slave, and salable as such.
Her child was thirty-one parts white, and he, too, was a slave, and by a fiction of law and custom a Negro. He
had blue eyes and flaxen curls like his white comrade, but even the father of the white child was able to tell the
children apart--little as he had commerce with them--by their clothes; for the white babe wore ruffled soft
muslin and a coral necklace, while the other wore merely a coarse tow-linen shirt which barely reached to its
knees, and no jewelry. Roxana had heard that phrase somewhere, the fine sound of it had pleased her ear, and
as she had supposed it was a name, she loaded it on to her darling. It soon got shorted to "Chambers," of
course.
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waiting for them and putting in his time puzzling over a thing which had come under his notice that morning.
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