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One of the first martyrs to the cause of American patriotism was Crispus Attucks, a former slave who was
killed by British soldiers during the Boston Massacre of Some 5, black soldiers and sailors fought on the
American side during the Revolutionary War. But after the Revolutionary War , the new U. Cotton Gin In the
late 18th century, with the land used to grow tobacco nearly exhausted, the South faced an economic crisis,
and the continued growth of slavery in America seemed in doubt. Around the same time, the mechanization of
the textile industry in England led to a huge demand for American cotton, a southern crop whose production
was unfortunately limited by the difficulty of removing the seeds from raw cotton fibers by hand. But in , a
young Yankee schoolteacher named Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin , a simple mechanized device that
efficiently removed the seeds. Congress outlawed the African slave trade in , the domestic trade flourished,
and the slave population in the U. By it had reached nearly 4 million, with more than half living in the
cotton-producing states of the South. History of Slavery Slaves in the antebellum South constituted about
one-third of the southern population. Most slaves lived on large plantations or small farms; many masters
owned fewer than 50 slaves. Slave owners sought to make their slaves completely dependent on them, and a
system of restrictive codes governed life among slaves. They were usually prohibited from learning to read
and write, and their behavior and movement was restricted. Many masters took sexual liberties with slave
women, and rewarded obedient slave behavior with favors, while rebellious slaves were brutally punished. A
strict hierarchy among slaves from privileged house slaves and skilled artisans down to lowly field hands
helped keep them divided and less likely to organize against their masters. Slave marriages had no legal basis,
but slaves did marry and raise large families; most slave owners encouraged this practice, but nonetheless did
not usually hesitate to divide slave families by sale or removal. Slave Rebellions Slave rebellions did occur
within the systemâ€”notably ones led by Gabriel Prosser in Richmond in and by Denmark Vesey in
Charleston in â€”but few were successful. The slave revolt that most terrified white slaveholders was that led
by Nat Turner in Southampton County, Virginia, in August Abolitionist Movement In the North, the
increased repression of southern blacks only fanned the flames of the growing abolitionist movement. Free
blacks and other antislavery northerners had begun helping fugitive slaves escape from southern plantations to
the North via a loose network of safe houses as early as the s. This practice, known as the Underground
Railroad , gained real momentum in the s and although estimates vary widely, it may have helped anywhere
from 40, to , slaves reach freedom. Although the Missouri Compromise was designed to maintain an even
balance between slave and free states, it was able to help quell the forces of sectionalism only temporarily.
Kansas-Nebraska Act In , another tenuous compromise was negotiated to resolve the question of slavery in
territories won during the Mexican-American War. Four years later, however, the Kansas-Nebraska Act
opened all new territories to slavery by asserting the rule of popular sovereignty over congressional edict,
leading pro- and anti-slavery forces to battle it outâ€”with considerable bloodshedâ€”in the new state of
Kansas. In , the Dred Scott decision by the Supreme Court involving a slave who sued for his freedom on the
grounds that his master had taken him into free territory effectively repealed the Missouri Compromise by
ruling that all territories were open to slavery. The insurrection exposed the growing national rift over slavery:
Brown was hailed as a martyred hero by northern abolitionists, but was vilified as a mass murderer in the
South. Civil War The South would reach the breaking point the following year, when Republican candidate
Abraham Lincoln was elected as president. Within three months, seven southern states had seceded to form
the Confederate States of America ; four more would follow after the Civil War began. Abolition became a
goal only later, due to military necessity, growing anti-slavery sentiment in the North and the
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self-emancipation of many African Americans who fled enslavement as Union troops swept through the
South. When Did Slavery End? Despite seeing an unprecedented degree of black participation in American
political life, Reconstruction was ultimately frustrating for African Americans, and the rebirth of white
supremacyâ€”including the rise of racist organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan KKK â€”had triumphed in
the South by Almost a century later, resistance to the lingering racism and discrimination in America that
began during the slavery era would lead to the civil rights movement of the s, which would achieve the
greatest political and social gains for blacks since Reconstruction.
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David Livingstone wrote of the slave trades: To overdraw its evils is a simple impossibility We passed a slave
woman shot or stabbed through the body and lying on the path. We passed a woman tied by the neck to a tree
and dead We came upon a man dead from starvation The strangest disease I have seen in this country seems
really to be broken heartedness, and it attacks free men who have been captured and made slaves. Livingstone
estimated that 80, Africans died each year before ever reaching the slave markets of Zanzibar. Zanzibar
became a leading port in this trade. Arab slave traders differed from European ones in that they would often
conduct raiding expeditions themselves, sometimes penetrating deep into the continent. They also differed in
that their market greatly preferred the purchase of female slaves over male ones. The German explorer Gustav
Nachtigal reported seeing slave caravans departing from Kukawa in Bornu bound for Tripoli and Egypt in
The slave trade represented the major source of revenue for the state of Bornu as late as Ships having landed
slaves in Caribbean ports would take on sugar, indigo, raw cotton, and later coffee, and make for Liverpool ,
Nantes , Lisbon or Amsterdam. Ships leaving European ports for West Africa would carry printed cotton
textiles, some originally from India, copper utensils and bangles, pewter plates and pots, iron bars more valued
than gold, hats, trinkets, gunpowder and firearms and alcohol. Tropical shipworms were eliminated in the cold
Atlantic waters, and at each unloading, a profit was made. The Atlantic slave trade peaked in the late 18th
century, when the largest number of slaves were captured on raiding expeditions into the interior of West
Africa. The slaves were brought to coastal outposts where they were traded for goods. The people captured on
these expeditions were shipped by European traders to the colonies of the New World. As a result of the War
of the Spanish Succession , the United Kingdom obtained the monopoly asiento de negros of transporting
captive Africans to Spanish America. It is estimated that over the centuries, twelve to twenty million people
were shipped as slaves from Africa by European traders, of whom some 15 percent died during the terrible
voyage, many during the arduous journey through the Middle Passage. The great majority were shipped to the
Americas, but some also went to Europe and Southern Africa. African participation in the slave trade[ edit ]
See also: Atlantic slave trade and Sara Forbes Bonetta African states played a role in the slave trade, and
slavery was a common practice among Sub Saharan Africans before the involvement of the Arabs , Berbers
and Europeans. There were three types: Chieftains would barter their slaves to Arab, Berber, Ottoman or
European buyers for rum, spices, cloth or other goods. However, as the Atlantic slave trade increased its
demand, local systems which primarily serviced indentured servitude expanded. European slave trading as a
result was the most pivotal change in the social, economic, cultural, spiritual, religious, political dynamics of
the concept of slave trading. Crimes which were previously punishable by some other means became
punishable by enslavement. Despite its establishment within his kingdom, Afonso I of Kongo believed that the
slave trade should be subject to Kongo law. It is the source and the glory of their wealthâ€¦the mother lulls the
child to sleep with notes of triumph over an enemy reduced to slaveryâ€¦ th anniversary of the British act of
parliament abolishing slave trading, commemorated on a British two pound coin. In , under internal and
external pressures, the United Kingdom made illegal the international trade in slaves. The King of Bonny now
in Nigeria allegedly became dissatisfied of the British intervention in stopping slave trading. That is the
verdict of our oracle and the priests. They say that your country, however great, can never stop a trade
ordained by God himself. Joseph Miller states that African buyers would prefer males, but in reality women
and children would be more easily captured as men fled. Those captured would be sold for various reasons
such as food, debts, or servitude. Once captured, the journey to the coast killed many and weakened others.
Disease engulfed many, and insufficient food damaged those who made it to the coasts. Scurvy was so
common that it was known as mal de Luanda Luanda sickness. As food was limited, water may have been just
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as bad. Dysentery was widespread and poor sanitary conditions at ports did not help. Since supplies were poor,
slaves were not equipped with the best clothing that further exposed to more diseases. The most popular
assumption for being captured was Europeans were cannibals. Stories and rumours spread around that whites
captured Africans to eat them. He talks about his first moment on a slave ship and asked if he was going to be
eaten. For every Africans captured, only 64 would reach the coast, and only about 50 would reach the New
World. There has also been speculation that within Africa, females were most often captured as brides , with
their male protectors being a "bycatch" who would have been killed if there had not been an export market for
them. British explorer Mungo Park encountered a group of slaves when traveling through Mandinka country:
They were all very inquisitive, but they viewed me at first with looks of horror, and repeatedly asked if my
countrymen were cannibals. They were very desirous to know what became of the slaves after they had
crossed the salt water. I told them that they were employed in cultivation the land; but they would not believe
me A deeply-rooted idea that the whites purchase negroes for the purpose of devouring them, or of selling
them to others that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the slaves contemplate a journey towards
the coast with great terror, insomuch that the slatees are forced to keep them constantly in irons, and watch
them very closely, to prevent their escape. Then," said I, "how comes it in all our country we never heard of
them? I then asked where were their women? Had they any like themselves? I was told that they had. I asked
how the vessel could go? They told me they could not tell; but that there was cloth put upon the masts by the
help of the ropes I saw, and then the vessel went on; and the white men had some spell or magic they put in
the water when they liked, in order to stop the vessel. I was exceedingly amazed at this account, and really
thought they were spirits. I there-fore wished much to be from amongst them, for I expected they would
sacrifice me; but my wishes were vainâ€”for we were so quartered that it was impossible for any of us to make
our escape. Smallwood points the challenges for slaves were physical and metaphysical. The physical would
be obvious as the challenge to overcome capacity, lack of ship room, and food. The metaphysical was unique
as the open sea would challenge African slaves vision of the ocean as habitable. Combining this with the lack
of knowledge of the sea, Africans would be entering a world of anxiety never seen before. Yet, Europeans
were also fearful of the sea, but not to the extent of Africans. One of these dilemmas came with the sense of
time. Africans used seasonal weather to predict time and days. The moon was a sense of time, but used like in
other cultures. On the sea, Africans used the moon to best count the days, but the sea did not provide seasonal
changes for them to know how long they were at sea. Surviving the voyage was the main horror. No one
escaped diseases as the close quarters infected everyone including the crew. Death was so common that ships
were called tumbeiros or floating tombs. Smallwood says the traditions for an African death was delicate and
community based. On ships, bodies would be thrown into the sea. Because the sea represented bad omens,
bodies in the sea represented a form of purgatory and the ship a form of hell. In the end, the Africans who
made the journey would have survived disease, malnutrition, confined space, close death, and the trauma of
the ship.
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Visit Website Did you know? During their invasion of the western Carolinas in , British soldiers took the
young Andrew Jackson prisoner. Jackson read law in his late teens and earned admission to the North Carolina
bar in He soon moved west of the Appalachians to the region that would soon become the state of Tennessee ,
and began working as a prosecuting attorney in the settlement that became Nashville. He later set up his own
private practice and met and married Rachel Donelson Robards, the daughter of a local colonel. Jackson grew
prosperous enough to build a mansion, the Hermitage, near Nashville, and to buy slaves. In , Jackson joined a
convention charged with drafting the new Tennessee state constitution and became the first man to be elected
to the U. House of Representatives from Tennessee. Though he declined to seek reelection and returned home
in March , he was almost immediately elected to the U. He was later chosen to head the state militia, a position
he held when war broke out with Great Britain in The win, which occurred after the War of officially ended
but before news of the Treaty of Ghent had reached Washington , elevated Jackson to the status of national
war hero. After his forces captured Spanish posts at St. At first he professed no interest in the office, but by his
boosters had rallied enough support to get him a nomination as well as a seat in the U. In a five-way race,
Jackson won the popular vote, but for the first time in history no candidate received a majority of electoral
votes. The House of Representatives was charged with deciding between the three leading candidates:
Critically ill after a stroke, Crawford was essentially out, and Speaker of the House Henry Clay who had
finished fourth threw his support behind Adams, who later made Clay his secretary of state. Andrew Jackson
In the White House Andrew Jackson won redemption four years later in an election that was characterized to
an unusual degree by negative personal attacks. Jackson and his wife were accused of adultery on the basis
that Rachel had not been legally divorced from her first husband when she married Jackson. Shortly after his
victory in , the shy and pious Rachel died at the Hermitage; Jackson apparently believed the negative attacks
had hastened her death. Andrew Jackson and his supporters opposed the bank, seeing it as a privileged
institution and the enemy of the common people; meanwhile, Clay and Webster led the argument in Congress
for its recharter. In , South Carolina adopted a resolution declaring federal tariffs passed in and null and void
and prohibiting their enforcement within state boundaries. While urging Congress to lower the high tariffs,
Jackson sought and obtained the authority to order federal armed forces to South Carolina to enforce federal
laws. Violence seemed imminent, but South Carolina backed down, and Jackson earned credit for preserving
the Union in its greatest moment of crisis to that date. Supreme Court ruling that Georgia had no authority
over Native American tribal lands. In , the Cherokees signed a treaty giving up their land in exchange for
territory west of Arkansas , where in some 15, would head on foot along the so-called Trail of Tears. The
relocation resulted in the deaths of thousands. After leaving office, Jackson retired to the Hermitage, where he
died in June Start your free trial today.
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Historical Statistics of the United States Rapid Natural Increase in U. Slave Population How did the U. They
enjoyed an exceptional rate of natural increase. Unlike elsewhere in the New World, the South did not require
constant infusions of immigrant slaves to keep its slave population intact. In fact, by , 36 percent of the slaves
in the Western hemisphere lived in the U. This was partly due to higher birth rates, which were in turn due to a
more equal ratio of female to male slaves in the U. Lower mortality rates also figured prominently. Climate
was one cause; crops were another. This work was relatively less grueling than the tasks on the sugar
plantations of the West Indies and in the mines and fields of South America. Southern slaves worked in
industry, did domestic work, and grew a variety of other food crops as well, mostly under less abusive
conditions than their counterparts elsewhere. For example, the South grew half to three-quarters of the corn
crop harvested between and A Kentucky court acknowledged the dual character of slaves in Turner v. But
they are human beings, with like passions, sympathies, and affections with ourselves. The outcome was a set
of doctrines that supported the Southern way of life. The English common law of property formed a
foundation for U. The French and Spanish influence in Louisiana â€” and, to a lesser extent, Texas â€” meant
that Roman or civil law offered building blocks there as well. Despite certain formal distinctions, slave law as
practiced differed little from common-law to civil-law states. Southern state law governed roughly five areas:
Federal law and laws in various Northern states also dealt with matters of interstate commerce, travel, and
fugitive slaves. Interestingly enough, just as slave law combined elements of other sorts of law, so too did it
yield principles that eventually applied elsewhere. Lawmakers had to consider the intelligence and volition of
slaves as they crafted laws to preserve property rights. Slavery therefore created legal rules that could
potentially apply to free persons as well as to those in bondage. Many legal principles we now consider
standard in fact had their origins in slave law. Legal Status Of Slaves And Blacks By the end of the
seventeenth century, the status of blacks â€” slave or free â€” tended to follow the status of their mothers. One
odd case was the offspring of a free white woman and a slave: Conversion to Christianity could set a slave free
in the early colonial period, but this practice quickly disappeared. Skin Color and Status Southern law largely
identified skin color with status. Those who appeared African or of African descent were generally presumed
to be slaves. Virginia was the only state to pass a statute that actually classified people by race: Other states
used informal tests in addition to visual inspection: Even if blacks proved their freedom, they enjoyed little
higher status than slaves except, to some extent, in Louisiana. Many Southern states forbade free persons of
color from becoming preachers, selling certain goods, tending bar, staying out past a certain time of night, or
owning dogs, among other things. Federal law denied black persons citizenship under the Dred Scott decision
In this case, Chief Justice Roger Taney also determined that visiting a free state did not free a slave who
returned to a slave state, nor did traveling to a free territory ensure emancipation. In part, the differences in
allowable punishment had to do with the substitutability of other means of persuasion. Instead of physical
coercion, antebellum employers could legally withhold all wages if a worker did not complete all agreed-upon
services. No such alternate mechanism existed for slaves. Despite the respect Southerners held for the power
of masters, the law â€” particularly in the thirty years before the Civil War â€” limited owners somewhat.
Southerners feared that unchecked slave abuse could lead to theft, public beatings, and insurrection. People
also thought that hungry slaves would steal produce and livestock. But masters who treated slaves too well, or
gave them freedom, caused consternation as well. Still, prosecuting masters was extremely difficult, because
often the only witnesses were slaves or wives, neither of whom could testify against male heads of household.
Law of Manumission One area that changed dramatically over time was the law of manumission. The South
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initially allowed masters to set their slaves free because this was an inherent right of property ownership.
During the Revolutionary period, some Southern leaders also believed that manumission was consistent with
the ideology of the new nation. Manumission occurred only rarely in colonial times, increased dramatically
during the Revolution, then diminished after the early s. By the s, most Southern states had begun to limit
manumission. Allowing masters to free their slaves at will created incentives to emancipate only unproductive
slaves. Consequently, the community at large bore the costs of young, old, and disabled former slaves. The
public might also run the risk of having rebellious former slaves in its midst. Southern states worried
considerably about these problems and eventually enacted restrictions on the age at which slaves could be free,
the number freed by any one master, and the number manumitted by last will. Some required former masters
to file indemnifying bonds with state treasurers so governments would not have to support indigent former
slaves. Many states limited manumissions to slaves of a certain age who were capable of earning a living. A
few states made masters emancipate their slaves out of state or encouraged slaveowners to bequeath slaves to
the Colonization Society, which would then send the freed slaves to Liberia. Former slaves sometimes paid
fees on the way out of town to make up for lost property tax revenue; they often encountered hostility and
residential fees on the other end as well. By , most Southern states had banned in-state and post-mortem
manumissions, and some had enacted procedures by which free blacks could voluntarily become slaves. Other
Restrictions In addition to constraints on manumission, laws restricted other actions of masters and, by
extension, slaves. Masters generally had to maintain a certain ratio of white to black residents upon
plantations. Some laws barred slaves from owning musical instruments or bearing firearms. All states refused
to allow slaves to make contracts or testify in court against whites. About half of Southern states prohibited
masters from teaching slaves to read and write although some of these permitted slaves to learn rudimentary
mathematics. Masters could use slaves for some tasks and responsibilities, but they typically could not order
slaves to compel payment, beat white men, or sample cotton. Nor could slaves officially hire themselves out to
others, although such prohibitions were often ignored by masters, slaves, hirers, and public officials. Owners
faced fines and sometimes damages if their slaves stole from others or caused injuries. Southern law did
encourage benevolence, at least if it tended to supplement the lash and shackle. Court opinions in particular
indicate the belief that good treatment of slaves could enhance labor productivity, increase plantation profits,
and reinforce sentimental ties. Allowing slaves to control small amounts of property, even if statutes
prohibited it, was an oft-sanctioned practice. Courts also permitted slaves small diversions, such as Christmas
parties and quilting bees, despite statutes that barred slave assemblies. Southern law offered greater protection
to slave buyers than to buyers of other goods, in part because slaves were complex commodities with
characteristics not easily ascertained by inspection. Slave sellers were responsible for their representations,
required to disclose known defects, and often liable for unknown defects, as well as bound by explicit
contractual language. These rules stand in stark contrast to the caveat emptor doctrine applied in antebellum
commodity sales cases. In fact, they more closely resemble certain provisions of the modern Uniform
Commercial Code. Sales law in two states stands out. South Carolina was extremely pro-buyer, presuming that
any slave sold at full price was sound. Louisiana buyers enjoyed extensive legal protection as well. A sold
slave who later manifested an incurable disease or vice â€” such as a tendency to escape frequently â€” could
generate a lawsuit that entitled the purchaser to nullify the sale. Hiring Out Slaves Slaves faced the possibility
of being hired out by their masters as well as being sold. Although scholars disagree about the extent of hiring
in agriculture, most concur that hired slaves frequently worked in manufacturing, construction, mining, and
domestic service. Hired slaves and free persons often labored side by side. Bond and free workers both faced a
legal burden to behave responsibly on the job. Yet the law of the workplace differed significantly for the two:
The divergent law for slave and free workers does not necessarily imply that free workers suffered. Empirical
evidence shows that nineteenth-century free laborers received at least partial compensation for the risks of
jobs. Indeed, the tripartite nature of slave-hiring arrangements suggests why antebellum laws appeared as they
did. Whereas free persons had direct work and contractual relations with their bosses, slaves worked under
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terms designed by others. Free workers arguably could have walked out or insisted on different conditions or
wages. The law therefore offered substitute protections. Still, the powerful interests of slaveowners also may
mean that they simply were more successful at shaping the law. Postbellum developments in employment law
â€” North and South â€” in fact paralleled earlier slave-hiring law, at times relying upon slave cases as legal
precedents. Public Transportation Public transportation also figured into slave law: As elsewhere,
slave-common carrier law both borrowed from and established precedents for other areas of law. Slaveowner
plaintiffs won several cases in the decade before the Civil War when engineers failed to warn slaves off
railroad tracks. Postbellum courts used slave cases as precedents to entrench the last-clear-chance doctrine.
Patrollers And Overseers Society at large shared in maintaining the machinery of slavery. In place of a
standing police force, Southern states passed legislation to establish and regulate county-wide citizen patrols.
County courts had local administrative authority; court officials appointed three to five men per patrol from a
pool of white male citizens to serve for a specified period. Typical patrol duty ranged from one night per week
for a year to twelve hours per month for three months. Not all white men had to serve:
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Total , In , Massachusetts became the first colony to authorize slavery through enacted law. Colonists came to
equate this term with Native Americans and Africans. He had claimed to an officer that his master, Anthony
Johnson , himself a free black , had held him past his indenture term. A neighbor, Robert Parker told Johnson
that if he did not release Casor, Parker would testify in court to this fact. Under local laws, Johnson was at risk
for losing some of his headright lands for violating the terms of indenture. Under duress, Johnson freed Casor.
Feeling cheated, Johnson sued Parker to repossess Casor. A Northampton County, Virginia court ruled for
Johnson, declaring that Parker illegally was detaining Casor from his rightful master who legally held him "for
the duration of his life". England had no system of naturalizing immigrants to its island or its colonies. Since
persons of African origins were not English subjects by birth, they were among those peoples considered
foreigners and generally outside English common law. The colonies struggled with how to classify people
born to foreigners and subjects. In Virginia, Elizabeth Key Grinstead , a mixed-race woman, successfully
gained her freedom and that of her son in a challenge to her status by making her case as the baptized
Christian daughter of the free Englishman Thomas Key. Her attorney was an English subject, which may have
helped her case. He was also the father of her mixed-race son, and the couple married after Key was freed. A
child of an enslaved mother would be born into slavery, regardless if the father were a freeborn Englishman or
Christian. This was a reversal of common law practice in England, which ruled that children of English
subjects took the status of the father. The change institutionalized the skewed power relationships between
slaveowners and slave women, freed the white men from the legal responsibility to acknowledge or financially
support their mixed-race children, and somewhat confined the open scandal of mixed-race children and
miscegenation to within the slave quarters. The Virginia Slave codes of further defined as slaves those people
imported from nations that were not Christian. Native Americans who were sold to colonists by other Native
Americans from rival tribes , or captured by Europeans during village raids, were also defined as slaves.
Ledger of sale of slaves, Charleston, South Carolina , c. Slavery was then legal in the other twelve English
colonies. Neighboring South Carolina had an economy based on the use of enslaved labor. The Georgia
Trustees wanted to eliminate the risk of slave rebellions and make Georgia better able to defend against
attacks from the Spanish to the south, who offered freedom to escaped slaves. James Edward Oglethorpe was
the driving force behind the colony, and the only trustee to reside in Georgia. He opposed slavery on moral
grounds as well as for pragmatic reasons, and vigorously defended the ban on slavery against fierce opposition
from Carolina slave merchants and land speculators. As economic conditions in England began to improve in
the first half of the 18th century, workers had no reason to leave, especially to face the risks in the colonies.
During most of the British colonial period, slavery existed in all the colonies. People enslaved in the North
typically worked as house servants, artisans, laborers and craftsmen, with the greater number in cities. Many
men worked on the docks and in shipping. In , more than 42 percent of New York City households held
slaves, the second-highest proportion of any city in the colonies after Charleston, South Carolina. The South
developed an agricultural economy dependent on commodity crops. Its planters rapidly acquired a
significantly higher number and proportion of slaves in the population overall, as its commodity crops were
labor-intensive. Before then long-staple cotton was cultivated primarily on the Sea Islands of Georgia and
South Carolina. The invention of the cotton gin in enabled the cultivation of short-staple cotton in a wide
variety of mainland areas, leading in the 19th century to the development of large areas of the Deep South as
cotton country. Tobacco was very labor-intensive, as was rice cultivation. They also worked in the artisanal
trades on large plantations and in many southern port cities. Backwoods subsistence farmers, the later wave of
settlers in the 18th century who settled along the Appalachian Mountains and backcountry, seldom held
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enslaved people. Some of the British colonies attempted to abolish the international slave trade , fearing that
the importation of new Africans would be disruptive. Virginia bills to that effect were vetoed by the British
Privy Council. Rhode Island forbade the import of enslaved people in All of the colonies except Georgia had
banned or limited the African slave trade by ; Georgia did so in The great majority of enslaved Africans were
transported to sugar colonies in the Caribbean and to Brazil. As life expectancy was short, their numbers had
to be continually replenished. Life expectancy was much higher in the U. The number of enslaved people in
the US grew rapidly, reaching 4 million by the Census. From until , the rate of natural growth of North
American enslaved people was much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and it was nearly
twice as rapid as that of England. This resulted in a different pattern of slavery in Louisiana, purchased in ,
compared to the rest of the United States. Although it authorized and codified cruel corporal punishment
against slaves under certain conditions, it forbade slave owners to torture them or to separate married couples
or to separate young children from their mothers. It also required the owners to instruct slaves in the Catholic
faith. The mixed-race offspring creoles of color from such unions were among those in the intermediate social
caste of free people of color. The English colonies insisted on a binary system, in which mulatto and black
slaves were treated equally under the law, and discriminated against equally if free. But many free people of
African descent were mixed race. They officially discouraged interracial relationships although white men
continued to have unions with black women, both enslaved and free. The Americanization of Louisiana
gradually resulted in a binary system of race, causing free people of color to lose status as they were grouped
with the slaves. They lost certain rights as they became classified by American whites as officially "black".
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Gary Potter The development of policing in the United States closely followed the development of policing in
England. In the early colonies policing took two forms. The watch system was composed of community
volunteers whose primary duty was to warn of impending danger. Boston created a night watch in , New York
in and Philadelphia in The night watch was not a particularly effective crime control device. Watchmen often
slept or drank on duty. While the watch was theoretically voluntary, many "volunteers" were simply
attempting to evade military service, were conscript forced into service by their town, or were performing
watch duties as a form of punishment. Philadelphia created the first day watch in and New York instituted a
day watch in as a supplement to its new municipal police force Gaines, Kappeler, and Vaughn Augmenting
the watch system was a system of constables, official law enforcement officers, usually paid by the fee system
for warrants they served. Constables had a variety of non-law enforcement functions to perform as well,
including serving as land surveyors and verifying the accuracy of weights and measures. In many cities
constables were given the responsibility of supervising the activities of the night watch. These informal
modalities of policing continued well after the American Revolution. It was not until the s that the idea of a
centralized municipal police department first emerged in the United States. By the s all major U. These
"modern police" organizations shared similar characteristics: In the Southern states the development of
American policing followed a different path. The genesis of the modern police organization in the South is the
"Slave Patrol" Platt The first formal slave patrol was created in the Carolina colonies in Reichel Slave patrols
had three primary functions: Following the Civil War, these vigilante-style organizations evolved in modern
Southern police departments primarily as a means of controlling freed slaves who were now laborers working
in an agricultural caste system, and enforcing "Jim Crow" segregation laws, designed to deny freed slaves
equal rights and access to the political system. The key question, of course, is what was it about the United
States in the s that necessitated the development of local, centralized, bureaucratic police forces? One answer
is that cities were growing. The United States was no longer a collection of small cities and rural hamlets.
Urbanization was occurring at an ever-quickening pace and old informal watch and constable system was no
longer adequate to control disorder. Anecdotal accounts suggest increasing crime and vice in urban centers.
Mob violence, particularly violence directed at immigrants and African Americans by white youths, occurred
with some frequency. Public disorder, mostly public drunkenness and sometimes prostitution, was more
visible and less easily controlled in growing urban centers than it had been rural villages Walker But evidence
of an actual crime wave is lacking. So, if the modern American police force was not a direct response to crime,
then what was it a response to? More than crime, modern police forces in the United States emerged as a
response to "disorder. These economic interests had a greater interest in social control than crime control.
Private and for profit policing was too disorganized and too crime-specific in form to fulfill these needs. The
emerging commercial elites needed a mechanism to insure a stable and orderly work force, a stable and
orderly environment for the conduct of business, and the maintenance of what they referred to as the
"collective good" Spitzer and Scull These mercantile interests also wanted to divest themselves of the cost of
protecting their own enterprises, transferring those costs from the private sector to the state.
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Slavery in the United States Black slaves played a major, though unwilling and generally unrewarded, role in
laying the economic foundations of the United Statesâ€”especially in the South. Blacks also played a leading
role in the development of Southern speech, folklore, music, dancing, and food, blending the cultural traits of
their African homelands with those of Europe. During the 17th and 18th centuries, African and African
American those born in the New World slaves worked mainly on the tobacco, rice , and indigo plantations of
the Southern seaboard. Although Northern businessmen made great fortunes from the slave trade and from
investments in Southern plantations, slavery was never widespread in the North. Crispus Attucks , a former
slave killed in the Boston Massacre of , was the first martyr to the cause of American independence from
Great Britain. During the American Revolution , some 5, black soldiers and sailors fought on the American
side. After the Revolution, some slavesâ€”particularly former soldiersâ€”were freed, and the Northern states
abolished slavery. But with the ratification of the Constitution of the United States, in , slavery became more
firmly entrenched than ever in the South. The Constitution counted a slave as three-fifths of a person for
purposes of taxation and representation in Congress thus increasing the number of representatives from slave
states , prohibited Congress from abolishing the African slave trade before , and provided for the return of
fugitive slaves to their owners. Thomas Jefferson signed legislation that officially ended the African slave
trade beginning in January However, this act did not presage the end of slavery. Rather, it spurred the growth
of the domestic slave trade in the United States, especially as a source of labour for the new cotton lands in the
Southern interior. Laws known as the slave codes regulated the slave system to promote absolute control by
the master and complete submission by the slave. Under these laws the slave was chattelâ€”a piece of property
and a source of labour that could be bought and sold like an animal. The slave was allowed no stable family
life and little privacy. Slaves were prohibited by law from learning to read or write. The meek slave received
tokens of favour from the master, and the rebellious slave provoked brutal punishment. A social hierarchy
among the plantation slaves also helped keep them divided. At the top were the house slaves; next in rank
were the skilled artisans; at the bottom were the vast majority of field hands, who bore the brunt of the harsh
plantation life. With this tight control there were few successful slave revolts. Slave plots were invariably
betrayed. The revolt led by Cato in Stono, South Carolina , in took the lives of 30 whites. A slave revolt in
New York City in caused heavy property damage. The slave revolt that was perhaps most frightening to slave
owners was the one led by Nat Turner Southampton, Virginia, in Before Turner and his co-conspirators were
captured, they had killed about 60 whites. The title page of The Confessions of Nat Turner , an account of a
slave rebellion, as told to and published by Thomas R. Library of Congress, Washington, D. Thousands of
runaway slaves were led to freedom in the North and in Canada by black and white abolitionists who
organized a network of secret routes and hiding places that came to be known as the Underground Railroad.
One of the greatest heroes of the Underground Railroad was Harriet Tubman , a former slave who on
numerous trips to the South helped hundreds of slaves escape to freedom. Free blacks and abolitionism During
the period of slavery, free blacks made up about one-tenth of the entire African American population. In there
were almost , free African Americansâ€”half in the South and half in the North. The free black population
originated with former indentured servants and their descendants. It was augmented by free black immigrants
from the West Indies and by blacks freed by individual slave owners. A group of freedmen, Richmond, Va.
But free blacks were only technically free. In the South, where they posed a threat to the institution of slavery,
they suffered both in law and by custom many of the restrictions imposed on slaves. In the North, free blacks
were discriminated against in such rights as voting, property ownership, and freedom of movement, though
they had some access to education and could organize. Free blacks also faced the danger of being kidnapped
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and enslaved. Free African Americans in the North established their own institutionsâ€”churches, schools, and
mutual aid societies. Among other noted free African Americans was the astronomer and mathematician
Benjamin Banneker. Free blacks were among the first abolitionists. They included John B. Russwurm and
Samuel E. Black support also permitted the founding and survival of the Liberator , a journal begun in by the
white abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison. Probably the most celebrated of all African American journals was
the North Star, founded in by the former slave Frederick Douglass , who argued that the antislavery movement
must be led by black people. Beginning in , African American leaders began meeting regularly in national and
state conventions. But they differed on the best strategies to use in the struggle against slavery and
discrimination. Some, such as David Walker and Henry Highland Garnet , called on the slaves to revolt and
overthrow their masters. Others, such as Russwurm and Paul Cuffe , proposed that a major modern black
country be established in Africa. Turner a half century later. However, most black leaders then and later
regarded themselves as Americans and felt that the problems of their people could be solved only by a
continuing struggle at home. Henry Highland Garnet, engraving after a photograph by J.
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For more information, please see the full notice. The United States and the Haitian Revolution, â€” The
Haitian Revolution created the second independent country in the Americas after the United States became
independent in Due to these shifts in policy and domestic concerns, the United States would not officially
recognize Haitian independence until With the economic growth, however, came increasing exploitation of
the African slaves who made up the overwhelming majority of the population. Prior to and after U. The
French Revolution had a great impact on the colony. Sensing an opportunity, the slaves of northern St.
Domingue organized and planned a massive rebellion which began on August 22, When news of the slave
revolt broke out, American leaders rushed to provide support for the whites of St. However, the situation
became more complex when civil commissioners sent to St. What followed over the next decade was a
complex and multi-sided civil war in which Spanish and British forces also intervened. The situation in St.
Domingue put the Democratic-Republican party and its leader, Thomas Jefferson, in somewhat of a political
dilemma. Jefferson believed strongly in the French Revolution and the ideals it promoted, but as a Virginia
slaveholder popular among other Virginia slaveholders, Jefferson also feared the specter of slave revolt. When
faced with the question of what the United States should do about the French colony of St. Domingue,
Jefferson favored offering limited aid to suppress the revolt, but also suggested that the slaveowners should
aim for a compromise similar to that Jamaican slaveholders made with communities of escaped slaves in
Despite their numerous differences on other issues, Secretary of the Treasury and leader of the rival Federalist
Party Alexander Hamilton largely agreed with Jefferson regarding Haiti policy. The Haitian revolution came
to North American shores in the form of a refugee crisis. In , competing factions battled for control of the
then-capital of St. The fighting and ensuing fire destroyed much of the capital, and refugees piled into ships
anchored in the harbor. The French navy deposited the refugees in Norfolk, Virginia. Many refugees also
settled in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. These refugees were predominantly white, though many
had brought their slaves with them. Anxieties about their actions, along with those of European radicals also
residing in the United States, led to the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts. The growing xenophobia,
along with temporarily improved political stability in France and St. Domingue, convinced many of the
refugees to return home. The beginning of the Federalist administration of President John Adams signaled a
change in policy. Adams was resolutely anti-slavery and felt no need to aid white forces in St. Domingue was
a French colony even as he pursued an independent foreign policy. These concerns were in fact unfounded, as
the fledgling Haitian state was more concerned with its own survival than with exporting revolution.
Domingue and reimpose slavery French defeat led to the Louisiana Purchase. Jefferson refused to recognize
Haitian independence, a policy to which U.
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In addition, Williams contended that it was economic self-interest, and not moral convictions, that ultimately
led to the abolition of slavery. It was only after slavery came to be regarded as an impediment to industrial
progress that abolitionists in Europe and the United States succeeded in suppressing the slave trade and
abolishing slavery. Did slavery create the capital that financed the industrial revolution? The answer is "no";
slavery did not create a major share of the capital that financed the European industrial revolution.
Nevertheless, slavery was indispensable to European development of the New World. It is inconceivable that
European colonists could have settled and developed North and South America and the Caribbean without
slave labor. Moreover, slave labor did produce the major consumer goods that were the basis of world trade
during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries: In the pre-Civil War United States, a stronger case can be
made that slavery played a critical role in economic development. One crop, slave-grown cotton, provided
over half of all US export earnings. Thus slavery paid for a substantial share of the capital, iron, and
manufactured goods that laid the basis for American economic growth. In addition, precisely because the
South specialized in cotton production, the North developed a variety of businesses that provided services for
the slave South, including textile factories, a meat processing industry, insurance companies, shippers, and
cotton brokers. Was the abolitionist crusade against slavery the product of a belief that slavery was an
impediment to economic development? Not in any simple sense. Williams was wrong to think that by the
mid-nineteenth century slavery was a declining institution. Slavery was an economically efficient system of
production, adaptable to tasks ranging from agriculture to mining, construction, and factory work.
Furthermore, slavery was capable of producing enormous amounts of wealth. As late as the s, the slave system
in the United States was expanding and slave owners were confident about the future. Despite clear evidence
that slavery was profitable, abolitionists--and many people who were not abolitionists--felt strongly that
slavery degraded labor, inhibited urbanization and mechanization, thwarted industrialization, and stifled
progress, and associated slavery with economic backwardness, inefficiency, indebtedness, and economic and
social stagnation. When the North waged war on slavery, it was not because it had overcome racism; rather, it
was because Northerners in increasing numbers identified their society with progress and viewed slavery as an
intolerable obstacle to innovation, moral improvement, free labor, and commercial and economic growth.
Questions for Discussion 1. Was slavery indispensable to the growth of the western economies? Which was
more important in bringing about the abolition of slavery:
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