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Partisans and Redcoats: The Southern Conflict That Turned the Tide of the American Revolution [Walter B Edgar] on
blog.quintoapp.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. From one of the Southâ€²s foremost historians, this is the
dramatic story of the conflict in South Carolina that was one of the most pivotal contributions to the American Revolution.

The British essentially had the war won after the capture of Charleston on May 12, There were no Continental
troops left in the colony; all were POWs. All the civilian males and militia had been paroled and returned to
their homes; every organized town had surrendered and had a British garrison. Then General Henry Clinton
unilaterally abrogated the surrender agreement. In a short time, South Carolina was in revolt again. Author
Walter Edgar makes it a constant theme that most of the fighting and almost all the atrocity was inflicted by
Americans on each other. Well, they were confused back then, too. Most of the British allies were large
planters from the coast â€” they had the most to lose, after all. There was also, interestingly enough, a good
deal of religious prejudice; the coastal people were Church of England while the backcountry was Presbyterian
with a scattering of Baptists. Several of the partisan leaders were Presbyterian ministers. Contempt for your
enemies is usually not a good idea, as the aforementioned Captain Huck learned when he took two bullets in
the head during one of his farm-burning expeditions Edgar notes that many of the Tories with Huck fled into
the woods and were later found dead. Cornwallis left the state to pursue Greene after Cowpens; Charleston
remained British controlled but they had no presence outside the city. This was entirely a partisan affair on the
American side, with a mix of British regulars and American Tories under Colonel Patrick Ferguson inventor
of the Ferguson rifle on the other. When the movie The Patriot came out, there were howls of outrage from
across the Atlantic over the portrayed brutal behavior of the British. To a certain extent, the outrage was
justified; Colonel William Tavington in the film is based on Banastre Tarleton in reality, and Tarleton really
did lead a band of brutal butchers. I note there was also outrage â€” I heard people gasp in the theater where I
saw the film â€” on this side of the Atlantic when the Benjamin Martin character presumable supposed to be
Sumpter or Francis Marion or one of the other partisan fighters not only lets his children handle guns, he lets
them shoot them at people. The retroactive application of political correctness is both funny and sad. A nice
chronology, references, and capsule biographies of the participants at the end. The partisans of the title are the
back country residents who opposed the British occupation of the state and formed themselves into militias or
small raiding parties. The Continental Army had only a minor role in the events described in the book. The
repetition is probably a good indication that this should have been a long journal article rather than a short
book. There is some great contextual work, examining the struggle to control the backcountry prior to war,
and how that divided the frontiersmen between Tories and Whigs. Edgar advances the thesis that the seeds
were planted in South Carolina that blossomed into kind of warfare in the southern campaign of that won our
independence. However, he lays the blame for British defeat strictly on the the brutality of the British
occupiers which led to the politicization of neutrals into the Whig camp. It was a nasty, brutal conflict rife
with houseburnings and summary executions on both sides. Nevertheless, it is a great read, and I learned a
great deal.
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Partisans & Redcoats is a small, but an extremely enjoyable read covering the guerrilla warfare that erupted in the
Carolina backcountry during the American Revolution. Instead of delving into major battles that most Revolutionary War
historians explore, Edgar tells vivid, heroic tales of brave men and women who fought for their lives against.
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Violence, endemic in a frontier society, was even more deadly in the Carolina back country. University of South Carolina
historian Edgar, who has produced the well-regarded.
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Partisans and Redcoats: The Southern Conflict That Turned the Tide of the American Revolution by Walter B Edgar
starting at $ Partisans and Redcoats: The Southern Conflict That Turned the Tide of the American Revolution has 1
available editions to buy at Alibris.
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From one of the Southâ€²s foremost historians, this is the dramatic story of the conflict in South Carolina that was one of
the most pivotal contributions to the American Revolution.
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Partisans and Redcoats: The Southern Conflict that Turned the Tide of the American Revolution, by Walter Edgar. New
York: HarperCollins, Pp. Illus., maps.
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