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Proto-Mayan[ edit ] Approximate migration routes and dates for various Mayan language families. Speakers
of the western branch moved south into the areas now inhabited by Mamean and Quichean people. This has
led to hypotheses that the early Maya were dominated by speakers of Mixeâ€”Zoquean languages, possibly
the Olmec. Mayan language specialists such as Campbell believe this suggests a period of intense contact
between Maya and the Lencan and Xinca people , possibly during the Classic period â€” Both variants are
attested in hieroglyphic inscriptions at the Maya sites of the time, and both are commonly referred to as "
Classic Maya language ". The use of Mayan languages in many important domains of society, including
administration, religion and literature, came to an end. Yet the Maya area was more resistant to outside
influence than others, [notes 6] and perhaps for this reason, many Maya communities still retain a high
proportion of monolingual speakers. The Maya area is now dominated by the Spanish language. While a
number of Mayan languages are moribund or are considered endangered , others remain quite viable, with
speakers across all age groups and native language use in all domains of society. As Maya archaeology
advanced during the 20th century and nationalist and ethnic-pride-based ideologies spread, the
Mayan-speaking peoples began to develop a shared ethnic identity as Maya, the heirs of the Maya civilization.
The broader meaning of "Maya" now current, while defined by linguistic relationships, is also used to refer to
ethnic or cultural traits. Most Mayans identify first and foremost with a particular ethnic group, e. Maya,
rather, has become a strategy of self-representation for the Maya movements and its followers. But, given that
the term "dialect" has been used by some with racialist overtones in the past, as scholars made a spurious
distinction between Amerindian "dialects" and European "languages", the preferred usage in Mesoamerica in
recent years has been to designate the linguistic varieties spoken by different ethnic group as separate
languages. Following the peace accords , it has been gaining a growing recognition as the regulatory authority
on Mayan languages both among Mayan scholars and the Maya peoples. List of Mayan languages Relations
with other families[ edit ] The Mayan language family has no demonstrated genetic relationship to other
language families. Similarities with some languages of Mesoamerica are understood to be due to diffusion of
linguistic traits from neighboring languages into Mayan and not to common ancestry. Mesoamerica has been
proven to be an area of substantial linguistic diffusion. Mayan has also been included in various Hokan and
Penutian hypotheses. The linguist Joseph Greenberg included Mayan in his highly controversial Amerind
hypothesis , which is rejected by most historical linguists as unsupported by available evidence. Some scholars
think these form a separate Western branch [8] as in the diagram below. List of Mayan languages Map of
areas where the various Mayan languages are spoken. Studies estimate that Mayan languages are spoken by
more than 6 million people. In Mexico the Mayan speaking population was estimated at 2. They may have
served as prestige languages, coexisting with other dialects in some areas. In El Salvador it is spoken by 12, as
a result of recent migrations. In some classifications, e. According to the Ethnologue the number of speakers
of Tektitek is growing. Poqomam is spoken by around 49, people in several small pockets in Guatemala.
Chicomuceltec was a language related to Wastek and spoken in Chiapas that became extinct some time before
Due to subsequent vowel loss many Mayan languages now show complex consonant clusters at both ends of
syllables. Following the reconstruction of Lyle Campbell and Terrence Kaufman , the Proto-Mayan language
had the following sounds.
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Reference and adress in Jacaltec: Selection and settings in Jacaltec noun clasiffier usage. Paper presented at
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deciphering Mayan hieroglyphic writing, to use Mayan historical linguistics to understand Mayan epigraphy, and to use
findings in the writing system to study changes in the languages.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Topic and Focus in Mayan.
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Speech Genres and Other Late Essays. University of Texas Press. Time and the Verb: A Guide to Tense and
Aspect. University of Chicago Library. Time Relations in Discourse: Evidence from a Comparative Approach
to Yukatek Maya. Dissertation, Katholieke Universiteit Brabant. Journal ofMayan Linguistics 2:
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Interaction. Repetition in Discourse, vol. Spanish in Four Continents: Studies in Language Contact and
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of Chicago Press. Chung, Sandra, and Alan Timberlake. Tense, Aspect and Mood. Grammatical Categories
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"This important and ambitious collection of papers brings together a representative sample of positions and opinions in a
currently contentious field."â€” Anthropological Linguistics "This volume is essential for anyone wanting to understand
recent advances and current controversies in Maya epigraphy."â€”.
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Mayan Language Family The Mayan languages are spoken in southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. Papers in
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on Mayan historical linguistics, however, was established by Terrence Kaufman, a student of McQuown's, who carried
out extensive elicitation and survey-based linguistic research on Mayan languages. 5 The quality and quantity of the
linguistic materials gathered by.
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