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Obelisk of Aksum , Ethiopia There were a number of regional empires during this period. The kingdom of the
Medes helped to destroy the Assyrian Empire in tandem with the nomadic Scythians and the Babylonians.
Several empires began in modern-day Greece. From the 4th to 6th centuries, northern India was ruled by the
Gupta Empire. In southern India, three prominent Dravidian kingdoms emerged: The ensuing stability
contributed to heralding in the golden age of Hindu culture in the 4th and 5th centuries. The empire would
continue to grow, controlling much of the land from England to Mesopotamia , reaching its greatest extent
under the emperor Trajan died CE. In the 3rd century CE, the empire split into western and eastern regions,
with usually separate emperors. The eastern empire, now known as the Byzantine Empire , with its capital at
Constantinople , would continue for another thousand years, until Constantinople was conquered by the
Ottoman Empire in Han China developed advanced cartography, shipbuilding, and navigation. The Chinese
invented blast furnaces , and created finely tuned copper instruments. As with other empires during the
Classical Period, Han China advanced significantly in the areas of government, education, mathematics,
astronomy, technology, and many others. Successful regional empires were also established in the Americas ,
arising from cultures established as early as BCE. Maya civilization arose as the Olmec mother culture
gradually declined. The later empire of the Aztecs was built on neighbouring cultures and was influenced by
conquered peoples such as the Toltecs. Some areas experienced slow but steady technological advances, with
important developments such as the stirrup and moldboard plough arriving every few centuries. There were,
however, in some regions, periods of rapid technological progress. Most important, perhaps, was the
Mediterranean area during the Hellenistic period , when hundreds of technologies were invented. Declines,
falls, and resurgence The ancient empires faced common problems associated with maintaining huge armies
and supporting a central bureaucracy. These costs fell most heavily on the peasantry , while land-owning
magnates increasingly evaded centralized control and its costs. Barbarian pressure on the frontiers hastened
internal dissolution. The great empires of Eurasia were all located on temperate and subtropical coastal plains.
From the Central Asian steppes, horse-based nomads, mainly Mongols and Turks, dominated a large part of
the continent. The development of the stirrup and the breeding of horses strong enough to carry a fully armed
archer made the nomads a constant threat to the more settled civilizations. The Pantheon in Rome , Italy , now
a Catholic church The gradual break-up of the Roman Empire , spanning several centuries after the 2nd
century CE, coincided with the spread of Christianity outward from the Middle East. After the fall of the
Eastern Han Dynasty [83] and the demise of the Three Kingdoms, nomadic tribes from the north began to
invade in the 4th century, eventually conquering areas of northern China and setting up many small kingdoms.
Post-classical history University of Timbuktu , Mali The Post-classical Era, though deriving its name from the
Eurocentric era of " Classical antiquity ", refers to a broader geographic sweep. The era is commonly dated
from the 5th-century fall of the Western Roman Empire , which fragmented into many separate kingdoms,
some of which would later be confederated under the Holy Roman Empire. The Post-classical period also
encompasses the Early Muslim conquests , the subsequent Islamic Golden Age , and the commencement and
expansion of the Arab slave trade , followed by the Mongol invasions in the Middle East and Central Asia,[
citation needed ] and the founding around of the Ottoman Empire. On the southeast coast of Africa, Arabic
ports were established where gold , spices , and other commodities were traded. This allowed Africa to join
the Southeast Asia trading system, bringing it contact with Asia; this, along with Muslim culture, resulted in
the Swahili culture.
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Reply You have made an interesting point that may be linked to the people who lived before the great flood,
and those who did survive it, and propagated the human race thereafter. However, who exactly were these
people and what did they leave behind as proof of their existence, and the proof of they being of more ancient
origins than the Sumerians and Akkadians? You provided us with a list of the Slavic nations that are of
modern times, but if your theory is correct, what were these people known as, specifically? Did they have a
writing system? What about their religious, and spiritual beliefs? Recently, there were some massive stones
that were discovered, I believe in the northern Russian mountains. Is there a possibility that this civilization of
which you speak, were the amazing builders architects of this paleolithic structure? Thank you for the
comment, though. Mike November 22, at Have a look by googling it. Huge artificially cut stones! And there
are many theories about what they were used for. The ancient Greeks and Romans built temples on them but
are not the builders of the plateau. Bert May 15, at 3: The mystery of it all; the lost answers we can merely
hope for, and the wonder of passed time. If only humans had evolved with higher moral standard, our oldest
histories and lessons of these lost times could potentially have been preserved. Neither side has hard proof and
that is as far as it goes.. Nobody knows, and if you were to challenge anybody who thinks they do to prove it,
what you would get is a bunch of idiots telling you to read the information located on their website, and a few
other bunches of idiots spitting out their justifications for believing in their God of choice. Hell, I believed it
all too, when I was young. I am not saying everybody is wrong, I am saying nobody is right. Royce The Great
Flood!? Likely a local event projected and magnified through ignorance of the greater world. Mike Reply
Check your twisted history Adolf! Mankind started and originated from Southern Africa, if you want to get
right down to it. Do some more reading and studying before you make unsubstantiated claims. You even know
cuz he first. First is must have babby. If no babby, then no me. Mike January 27, at 8: This was done to speed
up the reproduction of the slaves and make it less cumbersome. That si what really happened and not these
religious fairytales! Thfdyj August 10, at 4: I am not going to bring religion into this and just state wat science
says. Science says that we evolved from other species, Apes. There are the bones of our ancestors found in the
Middle East to prove it. If you want more proof look it up. Also the fact that these bones and all of the bones
found were in the Middle East proves that humans originate from their. Tony June 12, at Historical evidence
shows the most advanced humans with bigger brains and bigger intellect existed in South Africa. White
supremacy and ignorance make people blind to reality. Even when the evidence is overwelming you would
find a way to twist it. Neanderfal existed in Europe, a sub species of humans that had to breed with Africans to
survive Keith Oh, like you were there? Ghost Reply An article presesented here, is what the scientific
community was able to collect. Is that a fact? Were these evidences manipulated? Idk, but this data more
complete, Bc of the actual hard facts. But today we discover many new evidences followed by new theories.
Personally I have my own, conserning human civilization in general.

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF OLD WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY: FOUNDATIONS OF
CIVILIZATION
Chapter 3 : History of the world - Wikipedia
Summary. This resource is a citation record only, the Center for Digital Antiquity does not have a copy of this document.
The information in this record has been migrated into tDAR from the National Archaeological Database Reports Module
(NADB-R) and updated.

Norte Chico in the Andes The first civilization emerged in Sumer in the southern region of Mesopotamia now
part of modern day Iraq. C, Sumerian city states had collectively formed civilization , with government,
religion, diversity of labor and writing. Among the city states Ur was among the most significant. The
Sumerian Renaissance also developed c. Egypt was a superpower at the time. East of Persia, was the Indus
River Valley civilization which organized cities neatly on grid patterns. The beginning of the Shang dynasty
emerged in China in this period, and there was evidence of a fully developed Chinese writing system. The
Shang Dynasty is the first Chinese regime recognized by western scholars though Chinese historians insist that
the Xia Dynasty preceded it. The Shang Dynasty practiced forced labor to complete public projects. There is
evidence of massive ritual burial. Early Iron Age[ edit ] This section needs additional citations for verification.
Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. July Learn how and when to remove this template message The Iron Age is the last principal
period in the three-age system, preceded by the Bronze Age. Its date and context vary depending on the
country or geographical region. The Iron Age over all was characterized by the prevalent smelting of iron with
Ferrous metallurgy and the use of Carbon steel. Smelted iron proved more durable than earlier metals such as
Copper or Bronze and allowed for more productive societies. The Iron Age took place at different times in
different parts of the world, and comes to an end when a society began to maintain historical records. Around
BC, the Trojan War was thought to have taken place. In Greece the Mycenae and Minona both disintegrated.
A wave of Sea Peoples attacked many countries, only Egypt survived intact. Afterwards some entirely new
successor civilizations arose in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Zhou dynasty was established in China shortly
thereafter. During this Zhou era China embraced a feudal society of decentralized power. Iron Age China then
dissolved into the warring states period where possibly millions of soldiers fought each other over feudal
struggles. Pirak is an early iron-age site in Balochistan , Pakistan , going back to about BC. This period is
believed to be the beginning of the Iron Age in India and the subcontinent. Around the same time came the
Vedas , the oldest sacred texts for the Hindu Religion. In BC, the rise of Greek city-states began. In BC, the
first recorded Olympic Games were held. In contrast to neighboring cultures the Greek City states did not
become a single militaristic empire but competed with each other as separate polis. Widespread trade and
communication between distinct regions in this period, including the rise of the Silk Road. This period saw the
rise of philosophy and proselytizing religions. Philosophy, religion and science were diverse in the Hundred
Schools of Thought producing thinkers such as Confucius , Lao Tzu and Mozi during the sixth century B. In
these developments religious and philosophical figures were all searching for human meaning. Significant for
the time was the Persian Achaemenid Empire. The Royal Road allowed for efficient trade and taxation. Greek
culture, and technology spread through West and South Asia often synthesizing with local cultures. In South
Asia, the Mauryan empire briefly annexed much of the Indian Subcontinent though short lived, its reign had
the legacies of spreading Buddhism and providing an inspiration to later Indian states. As a result of empires,
urbanization and literary spread to locations which had previously been at the periphery of civilization as
known by the large empires. Upon the turn of the millennium the independence of tribal peoples and smaller
kingdoms were threatened by more advanced states. Empires were not just remarkable for their territorial size
but for their administration and the dissemination of culture and trade, in this way the influence of empires
often extended far beyond their national boundaries. Trade routes expanded by land and sea and allowed for
flow of goods between distant regions even in the absence of communication. Distant nations such as Imperial
Rome and the Chinese Han Dynasty rarely communicated but a horde of Roman Coins have been discovered

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF OLD WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY: FOUNDATIONS OF
CIVILIZATION
in modern day Vietnam. Outside of civilization large geographic areas such as Siberia , Sub Saharan Africa
and Australia remained sparsely populated. The New World hosted a variety of separate civilizations but its
own trade networks were smaller due to the lack of draft animals and the wheel. Empires with their immense
military strength remained fragile to civil wars, economic decline and a changing political environment
internationally. In Persia regime change took place from Parthia to the more centralized Sassanian Empire.
The land based Silk Road continued to deliver profits in trade but came under continual assault by nomads all
on the northern frontiers of Euarasian nations. Safer sea routes began to gain preference in the early centuries
AD Proselytizing religions began to replace polytheism and folk religions in many areas. Social change,
political transformation as well as ecological events all contributed to the end of Ancient Times and the
beginning of the Post Classical era in Eurasia roughly around the year
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