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Lifeskills is designed for adult learners who have not acquired basic literacy skills in their primary language.

Rising tuition, a strong likelihood of student debt and a tough job market will make starting out no easy task.
To successfully meet these challenges, students need to be prepared with personal finance knowledge and the
ability to apply this knowledge in real life. In other words, they need strong financial literacy. And the
classroom is the ideal setting for this type of learning. Why Teach Personal Finance in School? Only four in
ten 39 per cent feel somewhat or very prepared to manage their money after leaving high school. While
students say post-secondary education is their biggest financial concern, they also list clothing, entertainment,
technology and gifts as their top saving priorities. An overwhelming majority 90 per cent say they look to their
parents to learn about finances, but parents seem ill-equipped to model good financial behaviour themselves.
Previous IEF research has found that only three in ten 29 per cent Ontarian adults achieve a passing grade on
their level of financial literacy. Helping Teachers Inspire Financial Learning Since , IEF has developed tools
and programs to help students better prepare for the financial realities of adult life. At IEF, we believe that to
make a complex subject like personal finance meaningful, we have to design education tools that meet
different learning needs, speak to students in their language and make personal finance relevant to decisions
that students will likely need to make in the near future. To help roll out those changes, IEF has partnered with
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto OISE to create approximately fifty
new financial education lesson plans that can be integrated with a wide variety of subjects. Here are some
ways to make money meaningful in the classroom: Give financial concepts real-life relevance. One of the
most important aspects of financial literacy is the ability to translate abstract concepts into tangible outcomes.
For example, everyone with a credit card should understand the dollar consequences of carrying a balance
over time. The activity is designed to be delivered as a math lesson, but appeals to the common childhood
desire to have a pet and is easy for students to engage with. A secondary lesson plan that fits into the business,
guidance or family studies streams is an activity centred around budgeting at different life stages. In the
activity, students identify how personal needs and wants may change over a lifetime, and calculate expenses
one might incur as a young child, teenager, young adult, older adult and senior. In one scenario Bill loses his
wallet, which opens up a discussion about the history of currency, online security and how the evolution of
e-commerce affects policy and law. This lesson plan is designed to fit a history or business class. Take finance
beyond the domain of business and math. Financial education has historically been associated with business
and math, but this approach leaves out a broad segment of students with different interests and skills. One
relevant example is an elementary visual arts lesson that has students make a wallet out of duct tape. The
activity focuses on creating a tangible object but opens up a discussion about organizing your finances. As
students create the various pockets for credit, debit and gift cards and cash, teachers can discuss the different
forms of payment and how they work. IEF co-sponsors the Funny Money program, which teaches senior high
school students about saving, budgeting, debt management and investing through school assemblies.
Presentations are delivered by nationally- recognized stand-up comedians, who use real-life scenarios that
students can relate to. They even give away loonies and toonies to help reinforce learning. Funny Money is
delivered nationally in English and French, for free. Lesson plan toolkits to complement the presentation are
also available through www. Teaching financial literacy in schools is one of the most effective ways to ensure
that the next generation has the skills they need to navigate an increasingly complex economy. That some
provinces include it in the curriculum is a positive step, but to make a significant difference, much more must
be done. You have a vital role to play, and IEF can help. She has spent more than a decade working with
educators to integrate personal finance into the curriculum.
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Functional literacy Elementary education of adults Literacy in Lifeskills is designed for adult learners who have not
acquired basic literacy skills in their primary language.

Prehistoric literacy[ edit ] Origins of literacy[ edit ] Literacy is emerged with the development of numeracy
and computational devices as early as 8, BCE. Script developed independently at least five times in human
history in Serbia , Mesopotamia , Egypt , the Indus civilization , lowland Mesoamerica , and China. During
this era, literacy was "a largely functional matter, propelled by the need to manage the new quantities of
information and the new type of governance created by trade and large scale production". Proto-cuneiform
texts exhibit not only numerical signs, but also ideograms depicting objects being counted. The Egyptian
hieroglyphic writing system was the first notation system to have phonetic values. These civilizations used
glyphic writing and bar-and-dot numerical notation systems for purposes related to royal iconography and
calendar systems. These systematic notations were found inscribed on bones and recorded sacrifices made,
tributes received, and animals hunted, which were activities of the elite. These oracle-bone inscriptions were
the early ancestors of modern Chinese script and contained logosyllabic script and numerals. Indus script is
largely pictorial and has not been deciphered yet. It may or may not include abstract signs. It is thought that
they wrote from right to left and that the script is thought to be logographic. Because it has not been
deciphered, linguists disagree on whether it is a complete and independent writing system; however, it is
genuinely thought to be an independent writing system that emerged in the Harappa culture. Origins of the
alphabet[ edit ] According to social anthropologist Jack Goody , there are two interpretations that regard the
origin of the alphabet. Many classical scholars, such as historian Ignace Gelb , credit the Ancient Greeks for
creating the first alphabetic system c. But Goody contests, "The importance of Greek culture of the subsequent
history of Western Europe has led to an over-emphasis, by classicists and others, on the addition of specific
vowel signs to the set of consonantal ones that had been developed earlier in Western Asia". Ten years later,
English Egyptologist Alan Gardiner reasoned that these letters contain an alphabet, as well as references to the
Canaanite goddess Asherah. In , William F. This included a series of inscriptions from Ugarit , discovered in
by French archaeologist Claude F. Some of these inscriptions were mythological texts written in an early
Canaanite dialect that consisted of a letter cuneiform consonantal alphabet. Another significant discovery was
made in when three arrowheads were uncovered, each containing identical Canaanite inscriptions from twelfth
century BCE. According to Frank Moore Cross , these inscriptions consisted of alphabetic signs that
originated during the transitional development from pictographic script to a linear alphabet. Moreover, he
asserts, "These inscriptions also provided clues to extend the decipherment of earlier and later alphabetic
texts". During the Late Bronze Age , successor alphabets appeared throughout the Mediterranean region and
were employed for Phoenician , Hebrew and Aramaic. According to Goody, these cuneiform scripts may have
influenced the development of the Greek alphabet several centuries later. Historically, the Greeks contended
that their writing system was modeled after the Phoenicians. However, many Semitic scholars now believe
that Ancient Greek is more consistent with an early form Canaanite that was used c. While the earliest Greek
inscriptions are dated c. It was then that the new script "Square Hebrew" emerged and the older one rapidly
died out. As the Bronze Age collapsed , the Aramaeans moved into Canaan and Phoenician territories and
adopted their scripts. Although early evidence of this writing is scarce, archeologists have uncovered a wide
range of later Aramaic texts, written as early as the seventh century BCE. Due to its longevity and prevalence
in the region, Achaemenid rulers would come to adopt it as a "diplomatic language". Aramaic merchants
carried older variations of the language as far as India , where it later influenced the development of Brahmi
scripture. It also led to the developments of Arabic , Pahlavi an Iranian adaptation , "as well as for a range of
alphabets used by early Turkish and Mongol tribes in Siberia , Mongolia and Turkestan ". The Aramaic
language would die out with the spread of Islam and with it, its influence of Arabic. Ancient and post-classical
literacy[ edit ] Further information: Latin alphabet Until recently it was thought that the majority of people
were illiterate in ancient times. The Republic amassed huge archives of reports on every aspect of public life".
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The army kept extensive records relating to supply and duty rosters and submitted reports. Merchants,
shippers, and landowners and their personal staffs especially of the larger enterprises must have been literate.
In the late fourth century the Desert Father Pachomius would expect literacy of a candidate for admission to
his monasteries: And if he is illiterate he shall go at the first, third and sixth hours to someone who can teach
and has been appointed for him. He shall stand before him and learn very studiously and with all gratitude.
The fundamentals of a syllable, the verbs and nouns shall all be written for him and even if he does not want
to he shall be compelled to read. Even after the remnants of the Western Roman Empire fell in the s literacy
continued to be a distinguishing mark of the elite as communications skills were still important in political and
Church life bishops were largely drawn from the senatorial class in a new cultural synthesis that made
"Christianity the Roman religion," [22]. However, these skills were less in needed than previously in the
absence of the large imperial administrative apparatus whose middle and top echelons the elite had dominated
as if by right. Post-Antiquity illiteracy was made much worse due to a lack of suitable writing medium. When
the Western Roman Empire collapsed, the import of papyrus to Europe ceased. Since papyrus perishes easily
and does not last well in the wetter or damper European climate, the alternative was parchment which was
expensive and accessible only by the Church and upper layers of the society. Once paper was introduced into
Europe in the 11th century in Spain. Its use spread north slowly over the next four centuries. Increased literacy
saw a resurgence because of its use. By the 15th century paper had largely replaced parchment except for
many luxury manuscripts some of which used paper. The Reformation stressed the importance of literacy and
being able to read the Bible. The Protestant countries were the first to attain full literacy; Scandinavian
countries were fully literate in the early 17th century. Spread of literacy since the mid-twentieth century[ edit ]
Adult literacy rates have increased at a constant pace since Literacy data published by UNESCO displays that
since , the adult literacy rate at the world level has increased by 5 percentage points every decade on average,
from However, for four decades, the population growth was so rapid that the number of illiterate adults kept
increasing, rising from million in to million in Since then, the number has fallen markedly to million in ,
although it remains higher than in despite decades of universal education policies, literacy interventions and
the spread of print material and information and communications technology ICT. However, these trends have
been far from uniform across regions. North America , Europe , West Asia , and Central Asia have achieved
almost full adult literacy individuals at or over the age of 15 for both men and women. In much of the world,
high youth literacy rates suggest that illiteracy will become less and less common as younger generations with
higher educational attainment levels replace older ones. Progress towards gender parity in literacy started after
On a worldwide scale, illiteracy disproportionately impacts women. This disparity was even starker in
previous decades: Martha Nussbaum , for example, make illiterate women more vulnerable to becoming
trapped in an abusive marriage, given that illiteracy limits their employment opportunities and worsens their
intra-household bargaining position. Moreover, Nussbaum links literacy to the potential for women to
effectively communicate and collaborate with one another in order "to participate in a larger movement for
political change. Making literacy classes available can be ineffective when it conflicts with the use of the
valuable limited time of women and girls. For example, literate people can be more easily trained than
illiterate people, and generally have a higher socioeconomic status; [44] thus they enjoy better health and
employment prospects. The international community has come to consider literacy as a key facilitator and goal
of development. The study claims that developing literacy in this area will bring "economic empowerment and
will encourage rural women to practice hygiene, which will in turn lead to the reduction of birth and death
rates. This concluded that there were economic gains for the individuals, the companies they worked for, and
the Exchequer, as well as the economy and the country as a wholeâ€”for example, increased GDP. Continuing
the global expansion of public education is thus a frequent focus of literacy advocates. The report features
countries from a variety of regions and of differing income levels, reflecting the general global consensus on
"the need to empower women through the acquisition of literacy skills. In , however, the UNDP replaced the
adult literacy measure with mean years of schooling. A UNDP research paper framed this change as a way to
"ensure current relevance," arguing that gains in global literacy already achieved between and meant that
literacy would be "unlikely to be as informative of the future. There are millions, the majority of whom are
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women, who lack opportunities to learn or who have insufficient skills to be able to assert this right. The
challenge is to enable them to do so. This will often imply the creation of preconditions for learning through
awareness raising and empowerment. They might have difficulty getting and maintaining a job, providing for
their families, or even reading a story to their children. For adults, the library might be the only source of a
literacy program. Diversity in Action[ edit ] Dia! Parents, caregivers, and educators can even start a book club.
The program seeks to equip students with skills to continue learning in the future. The person becomes an
example to children and grandchildren and can better serve the community. Reading Buddies matches children
of adult literacy students with college students who meet with them once a week throughout the semester for
an hour and a half. The college students receive course credit to try to enhance the quality and reliability of
their time. The goal is to help the child gain interest in books and feel comfortable reading aloud. Time is also
spent on word games, writing letters, or searching for books in the library. Throughout the semester the pair
work on writing and illustrating a book together. Although Reading Buddies began primarily as an answer to
the lack of child care for literacy students, it has evolved into another aspect of the program. Working since ,
the HLC is "committed to improving literacy by empowering adults through education". Through one-on-one
tutoring, the organization works to help adult students reach at least the fifth-grade level. Broader and
complementary definitions[ edit ] Traditionally, literacy is the ability to use written language actively and
passively; one definition of literacy is the ability to "read, write, spell, listen, and speak". For example, in the
United States , the National Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association have
added "visually representing"[ clarification needed ] to the traditional list of competencies. Similarly, in
Scotland , literacy has been defined as: Increasingly, communication in commerce and in general requires the
ability to use computers and other digital technologies. Since the s, when the Internet came into wide use in
the United States, some have asserted that the definition of literacy should include the ability to use tools such
as web browsers , word processing programs, and text messages. Similar expanded skill sets have been called
multimedia literacy , computer literacy , information literacy , and technological literacy. Other genres under
study by academia include critical literacy , media literacy , ecological literacy and health literacy [89] With
the increasing emphasis on evidence-based decision making, and the use of statistical graphics and
information, statistical literacy is becoming a very important aspect of literacy in general.
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Chapter 4 : What are 21st century skills? | Thoughtful Learning K
Literacy & Life Skills Development A group of literacy students celebrating the International Literacy Day in Iraqskill
development training in Iraq UNESCO is committed to the improvement of literacy and empowerment projects in Iraq in
both formal and non-formal sectors.

Chapter 5 : Introduction | Life skills | UNICEF
EDUCATOR'S VOICE n VOLUME III n PAGE 84 Functional Literacy in a Life Skills Curriculum sounds. A differentiated
approach to phonics instruction can be applied to any elementary classroom or instructional sit-.

Chapter 6 : Financial Literacy for Students | Botvin LifeSkills TrainingBotvin LifeSkills Training
Grade Level: 9 - 12 Running Time: 19 minutes Instill your students with a sense of personal fiscal responsibility.
Students will learn about security and banking online, figuring interest, the rewards and risks of credit, securing loans,
and long-term saving and investing.
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The Adult Literacy and Lifeskills (ALL) Survey is an international comparative study designed to provide participating
countries, including the United States, with information about the skills of their adult populations.

Chapter 8 : 13 Essential 21st Century Skills for Todays Students
The Adult Literacy and Lifeskills Survey (ALL) is an international comparative study designed to provide participating
countries, including the United States, with information about the skills of their adult populations ages 16 to

Chapter 9 : The Teaching of Life Skills With Literacy | Open Campus
The term 'Life Skills' refers to the skills you need to make the most out of life. Life skills are usually associated with
managing and living a better quality of life. They help us to accomplish our ambitions and live to our full potential. Any
skill that is useful in your life can be.
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