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Some days after the Annunciation, St. Joseph returned to Nazareth and made further arrangements for working
at his craft in the house. He had never lived in Nazareth before and had not spent more than a few days there.
Joseph knew nothing of the Incarnation; Mary was the Mother of the Lord, but also the handmaid of the Lord,
and she kept His secret in all humility. When the Blessed Virgin felt that the Word was made Flesh in her, she
was conscious of a great desire to pay an immediate visit to her cousin Elizabeth at Juttah near Hebron, whom
the angel had told her was now six months with child. As the time was now drawing near when Joseph wished
to go up to Jerusalem for the Passover, the Blessed Virgin decided to accompany him in order to help
Elizabeth in her pregnancy. Joseph therefore started with the Blessed Virgin on the journey to Juttah. She gave
no description of their departure, but only a few pictures from successive days of their journey, which we here
transcribe. This garment was fastened in front with ribbons. Mary put it on when she went into the Temple or
into a synagogue. On the journey she wore a brown woolen undergarment, and over this a gray dress with a
girdle. Her head-covering was yellowish in color. They made the long journey rather quickly. He was a
well-to-do man and came from Bethlehem. This hut was meant for travelers: Travelers can spend the night in
them, or shelter from the heat and prepare the food which they have brought with them. Some of these shelters
are looked after by a family living near at hand who are ready to supply any needs in return for a small
payment. They passed near a little town two hours distant from Emmaus, and took roads which Jesus often
traveled in the years of His ministry. They still had two hills to pass. Between these two hills I once saw them
sitting and resting. They were eating bread and mixing in their drinking water drops of balsam which they had
collected on their way. It was very hilly here. They passed over-hanging rocks with great caves in which were
all kinds of strange stones. The valleys were very fertile. Then their path led them through wood, moorland,
meadows, and fields. Towards the end of their journey I particularly noticed a plant with little delicate green
leaves and with flower-clusters of nine little pale-red, closed bells or vessels. There was something in these
with which I had to do but what it was I cannot remember. Eliud accompanied Jesus on His journey to His
Baptism by John in September of the first year of His ministry, and told Him many things about the history of
His parents and of His earliest childhood, for Eliud was intimate with the Holy Family. Other houses stood in
groups round about. Not far off a biggish stream flowed down from the mountain. It seemed to me to be the
moment when Zechariah was returning home from the Passover at Jerusalem. I saw Elizabeth, moved by great
longing, going out of her house for a considerable distance on the way to Jerusalem; and I saw how alarmed
Zechariah was, as he made his way home, to meet Elizabeth on the road so far from home in her condition.
She told him that she was so agitated in her heart because she could not help thinking all the time that her
cousin Mary of Nazareth was coming to her. Zechariah tried to remove this impression from her mind and
explained to her, by signs and by writing on a tablet, how unlikely it was that a newly married woman should
undertake so long a journey just then. They went back to the house together. Elizabeth was, however, unable
to abandon her expectation, for she had learnt in a dream that one of her family had become the mother of the
promised Messiah. She had at once thought of Mary, had longed to see her, and had in spirit perceived her in
the distance on her way to her. She had made ready a little room to the right of the entrance and had placed
seats in it. On the following day she sat there for a long time waiting and gazing out of the house, watching for
the coming visitor. Then she got up and went a long way on the road to meet her. Elizabeth was a tall aged
woman with a small, delicate face. Her head was wrapped in a veil. She only knew the Blessed Virgin by
hearsay. Mary saw her from far off and recognized her at once. She ran to meet her, while Joseph discreetly
remained behind. They greeted each other warmly with outstretched hands, and at that moment I saw a shining
brightness in the Blessed Virgin and as it were a ray of light passing from her to Elizabeth, filling the latter
with wonderful joy. They did not stay near the people in the houses, but went, holding each other by the arm,
through the outer court towards the house. At the door Elizabeth once more made Mary welcome, and they
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then went in. Joseph, who came into the court leading the donkey, handed it over to a manservant and went to
Zechariah in an open hall at the side of the house. He greeted the venerable old priest with great humility.
Zechariah embraced him warmly and spoke with him by writing on his tablet, for he was dumb since the angel
had appeared to him in the Temple. Mary and Elizabeth, after passing through the house-door, came into a hall
which, it seemed to me, was also the kitchen. Here, they took each other by both arms. Again I saw a radiance
stream from Mary into Elizabeth, whereby the latter was transfused with light. Her heart was filled with holy
joy. She stepped back, her hand raised, and exclaimed full of humility, joy, and exaltation: Blessed are you
among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And whence is this to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? For behold as the voice of your salutation sounded in my ears, the infant in my womb
leaped for joy. And blessed are you that have believed, because those things shall be accomplished that were
spoken to you by the Lord. It was only a few paces away. I feel myself, however, incapable of repeating this
explanation. I saw that Elizabeth followed in prayer the whole of the Magnificat in a similar state of
exaltation; afterwards they sat down on quite low seats with a table before them, also low, on which stood a
little goblet. O, I was so blissfully happy, I prayed with them the whole time, and then I sat down near at hand:
In the afternoon she said in her sleep: Zechariah is a tall handsome old man, dressed as a priest; he answers
always with signs or by writing on a tablet. They are sitting in an open hall at the side of the house, looking on
to the garden. Mary and Elizabeth are sitting in the garden on a carpet under a big spreading tree; behind it is a
fountain from which water streams if one pulls at a tap. I see grass and flowers round them, and trees with
little yellow plums. There are two maidservants and two menservants in the house; I see them moving about
here and there. They are preparing a table with food under a tree. Zechariah and Joseph come and eat a little.
Joseph wanted to go back to Nazareth at once; but I think he is going to stay a week. He knows nothing of the
Blessed Virgin being with child. Mary and Elizabeth were silent about it; in the depths of their being, there
was a secret understanding between them. Several times in the day, and especially before meals when they
were all together, the two holy women said a kind of litany. Joseph prayed with them, and I saw then a cross
appear in the midst between the two women although as yet there was no cross ; it was indeed as though two
crosses visited each other. They sat under a tree in the garden by the light of a lamp till nearly midnight. Then
I saw Joseph and Zechariah alone in a place of prayer. I saw Mary and Elizabeth in their little room. They
stood opposite each other, as if rapt in ecstasy, and said the Magnificat in prayer together. Besides the clothes
already described the Blessed Virgin wore a transparent black veil as well, which she lowered when speaking
with men. Today Zechariah took St. Joseph to another garden at some distance from the house. Zechariah is
very orderly and precise in all he does. This garden is rich in beautiful trees and abundant fruit and is very well
kept. A shady alley leads through the middle of it. At the end of the garden there is a little hidden
summer-house with a door at the side. In the top of this little house are window openings closed by sliding
shutters. In it is a wicker couch cushioned with moss or other delicate plants. I also saw two white statues in it,
of the size of children. I do not quite know how they came to be there or what they signified, but they seemed
very like Zechariah and Elizabeth, only very much younger. This afternoon I saw Mary and Elizabeth working
together in the house. The Blessed Virgin took part in all the household work. She made preparations for the
child that was expected. Jewish women used coverlets like these when in child-bed; an inner lining was
fastened to the middle of it so that the mother could be wrapped up together in it with her child. It was as if
she were in a little boat or in a big shoe, wrapped up herself like a child in swaddling clothes. She was
supported on pillows and could sit upright or lie down, as she liked. The edges of the coverlet were sewn with
flowers and texts.
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Editor-in-Chief Harm to the child. An easy enough legal standard, right? This author asks one question: In
order to find the answer if such an answer exists , there must be an analysis of those key areas of family law
that apply the standard. What cases address harm to the child as the critical standard? Do these cases offer any
guidance for the practitioner when attempting to demonstrate, or defend against, a showing of harm to the
child? Apparently, this standard is found more than one would expect. Of course, we are all aware of the
standard created by Fawzy [i] governing arbitration of custody and parenting time issues. Unfortunately, that
is not the case. Not only is no definition provided by our courts, but there is little guidance on an appropriate
interpretation of the standard. We only find limited examples of what is or is not harm to the child. In the
context of removal, the courts have provided twelve factors to be considered, [xx] although specific
application of these factors to a finding of harm is sparse among published cases. The questions still remain.
What definitively constitutes harm to the child? In order for there to be definitive answers to these questions,
two things must occur: Culp , N. Included within that prima facie case should be a visitation proposal. That
burden is constitutionally required to safeguard the due process rights of fit parents. Department of Human
Services , Div. His new schedule was nothing more than a tweaking of an agreed-upon parenting time
schedule to minimize disruption for the children. Simply put, that does not begin to approach a showing of
harm sufficient to warrant judicial inquiry beyond what is provided in the APDRA.
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Tuesday, May 31, Was St. Joseph present at the Visitation? In previous articles we have considered what St.
Joseph may have thought when he learned of the conception of the Christ Child and also have compared the
evidence from Sts. Matthew and Luke to attempt to create a harmony of the events from the betrothal of St.
Joseph and the Virgin through the finding of Jesus in the Temple, our purpose in the current article is to
elaborate an additional point which was already covered briefly â€” Was St. After briefly establishing the
relevant points made from the previous articles, we will consider the arguments in favor of St. In so doing we
do not attempt to establish dogma or come to absolute certainty, rather we only desire to gain some
understanding of the historical reality of the Visitation of the Mother of God to St. Certainly, a careful
consideration of the Gospel text, together with the tradition of the Fathers and Doctors, will be of great aid to
us as we make a meditation upon this mystery. Specifically, we recall that imaginative prayer especially, that
which is in the Ignatian tradition is deeply rooted in the historical circumstances and details of the mystery â€”
one simply cannot effectively engage this event in imaginative mental prayer without considering whether or
not St. A proposed chronology of the events In the earlier articles, I have argued that the Virgin Mary was
betrothed to St. Joseph before the Annunciation, and that St. Joseph was not present when St. Gabriel came to
the Mother of God. Rather, it seems most likely, that St. Joseph did not know of the mystery of the Incarnation
until the angel Gabriel revealed it to him in a dream. At some point and the exact timing of this event will be
central to our current article , St. Joseph noticed that our Lady was with child. It seems more likely that the
Just Man did not understand the mystery at once, but was very much confused not that he suspected Mary of
sin, but he did not know what to think. It was at this time that the angel came and instructed St. Joseph that he
should take Mary into his home and accept her as his wife. For our purposes in this article, the central question
of chronology is whether St. If we accept the opinion of several Fathers and Doctors including Sts. Augustine
and Justin Martyr , it seems that St. Joseph recognized that Mary was with child simply by witnessing the
obvious fact that she was several months pregnant â€” this is the opinion adopted by Fr. In this case, it would
seem that the crisis and the angelic dream-vision came after the Virgin Mary had visited St. After remaining
with her kinswoman for about three months as St. Luke relates , the Virgin would begin to show the signs of
pregnancy. At this time, it would seem that St. Joseph noticed her state and rationally concluded that she was
with child. I am simply presenting what seems to me to be the most likely case, based especially on the
scholarship of Fr. Joseph present at the Annunciation? From the text of St. Joseph was not present at the
Annunciation which St. Gabriel made to the Virgin. It is only after our Lady has conceived that St. Joseph
recognizes that she is with child, and it seems that he does not fully understand how this had come about. This
confusion, and also this delay in recognizing the pregnancy, can only be explained if St. Joseph need the
Angel to tell him almost the exact same thing twice? Therefore, it seems most likely that St. Joseph was not
present at the Annunciation. It was during the Annunciation that St. Gabriel told the Virgin Mother of the
conception of St. Immediately after this, the Mother of God made haste to the hill country to visit St. Elizabeth
â€” traveling from Nazareth which is in Galilee, in the north to Ein Karem near Jerusalem, to the south , a
distance of some ninety miles by road. Joseph was not with the Mother of God while she remained with St.
Elizabeth for those months. This would lead us to think that St. Joseph was not present at the Visitation.
Arguments in favor of St. Joseph accompanied the Virgin Mary in the Visitation is that the distance traveled
was quite extensive and would have to be done not merely once but twice there and back again. Considering
that the Virgin Mary was probably a young girl at the time of the Annunciation and that St. Joseph was very
much given as her protector, it seems likely that the Just Man would accompany the Virgin in this journey.
And, if he accompanied her on the way to Ein Karem where St. Elizabeth lived and on her return to Nazareth,
it seems quite logical to presume that he was with her at the Visitation. Additionally, we point to the fact that
many theologians including St. Basil, Origen, Theophylact, and others , together with numerous mystics I
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have heard that these include St. Bridget of Sweden and others , have presumed that St. Joseph was present at
the Visitation â€” though there is certainly nothing close to unanimity on the issue. Joseph could have been
confused when he found that the Virgin Mary was with child, if he was present at the Visitation. Assuming as
I have argued that the dream-vision from the Angel occurred at some point after the Visitation about three
months after the Incarnation itself , it seems highly unlikely that St. Joseph was present at the Visitation.
Elizabeth said to the Virgin Mary, and whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
Joseph heard these words, it is hard to understand why he needed St. If we grant that St. But, if the dream
came after St. Joseph did not hear these words and, therefore, was not present at the Visitation. First, given
that the two were not yet wed, but were only betrothed even granting that betrothal was something much
stronger and more binding at that time , it seems unlikely that St. Joseph would have been so familiar with the
Virgin as to travel alone with her. Indeed, we know that he had not yet taken her into his home, since they
were not yet married though it is true that, after the betrothal, Mary was called his wife; yet, they did not live
together. It seems unlikely that St. Joseph would expose the Virgin to scandal by traveling with her in that
journey to Ein Karem â€” if they were not yet married, it does not seem that he should have been alone with
her and this is all the more true of traveling alone! Joseph was the protector and guarding of the Madonna and
Child, he did not fully step into this role until the wedding, when he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him, and took unto him his wife Matthew 1: Hence, if the marriage occurred at least three months
after the Annunciation, that is, sometime after the Visitation, we need not presume that St. Joseph would have
accompanied the Blessed Mother in her travels to Ein Karem. Moreover, there were certainly other family
members who could have accompanied Mary in her journey. Certainly, there is much room for diversity of
opinion in this matter. Many saints come down on both sides. However, we have attempted to lay out at least
something of an answer. Hopefully, this reflection will serve to better aid us all in mediating upon this
mystery. Whatever we think about the presence of St. Joseph at the Visitation, I pray that the contemplation of
many of the issues raised in this article will provide the devout soul with some insight into the most chaste
relationship of the Virgin and the Just Man. Posted by Father Ryan Erlenbush.
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Description[ edit ] The Sacred Heart is often depicted in Christian art as a flaming heart [5] shining with
divine light, pierced by the lance-wound, encircled by the crown of thorns , surmounted by a cross, and
bleeding. Sometimes, the image is shown shining within the bosom of Christ with his wounded hands pointing
at the heart. Catholic holy card depicting the Sacred Heart of Jesus, circa The first indications of devotion to
the Sacred Heart are found in the eleventh and twelfth centuries in the fervent atmosphere of the Benedictine
or Cistercian monasteries , in the world of Bernardine thought. But it is impossible to say with certainty what
were its first texts or who were its first devotees. It was everywhere practised by individuals and by different
religious congregations, such as the Franciscans , Dominicans , and Carthusians. Who would not love in return
Him, who loves so much? A contemporary of St. However, a painful emptiness persisted. She returned to
Christ, asking to return his gift, and wondering if she might, just possibly, exchange it for another. The idea of
hearing the heartbeat of God was very important to medieval saints who nurtured devotion to the Sacred
Heart. He gave her his heart as a pledge of his love, as a place of refuge during her life and as her consolation
at the hour of her death. From this time Mechtilde had an extraordinary devotion for the Sacred Heart, and said
that if she had to write down all the favors and all the blessings which she had received by means of this
devotion, a large book would not contain them. St Bernard articulated this in his commentary on the Song of
Songs. It was established as a devotion with prayers already formulated and special exercises, found in the
writings of Lanspergius d. The historical record from that time shows an early bringing to light of the
devotion. Ascetic writers spoke of it, especially those of the Society of Jesus Jesuits. The image of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus was everywhere in evidence, largely due to the Franciscan devotion to the Five Wounds and to
the Jesuits placing the image on the title-page of their books and on the walls of their churches. Not much later
Jean Eudes wrote an Office, and promoted a feast for it. Little by little, the devotion to the two Hearts became
distinct, and on 31 August the first feast of the Sacred Heart was celebrated in the Grand Seminary of Rennes.
Coutances followed suit on October 20, a day with which the Eudist feast was from then on to be connected.
The feast soon spread to other dioceses, and the devotion was likewise adopted in various religious
communities. It gradually came into contact with the devotion begun by Margaret Mary Alacoque at
Paray-le-Monial , and the two merged. Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque[ edit ] Main article: The most
significant source for the devotion to the Sacred Heart in the form it is known today was Saint Margaret Mary
Alacoque â€” , a nun of the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary , who claimed to have received apparitions
of Jesus Christ in the Burgundian French village of Paray-le-Monial , the first on 27 December , the feast of
Saint John the Evangelist , and the final one 18 months later, revealing the form of the devotion, the chief
features being reception of Holy Communion on the first Friday of each month, Eucharistic adoration during a
"Holy hour" on Thursdays, and the celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart. In probably June or July ,
Sister Margaret Mary claimed that Jesus requested to be honored under the figure of his heart, also saying that,
when he appeared radiant with love, he asked for a devotion of expiatory love: During the octave of Corpus
Christi in , probably on June 16, the vision known as the "great apparition" reportedly took place, where Jesus
said: After his death on 15 February , his journal of spiritual retreats was found to contain a copy in his
handwriting of the account that he had requested of Margaret Mary, together with a few reflections on the
usefulness of the devotion. This journal, including the account â€” an "offering" to the Sacred Heart in which
the devotion was explained â€” was published at Lyon in The little book was widely read, especially at Paray
le Monial. Along with the Visitandines, priests, religious , and laymen espoused the devotion, particularly the
Capuchins. The reported apparitions served as a catalyst for the promotion of the devotion to the Sacred Heart.
Joseph de Gallifet , SJ, promoted the devotion. The mission of propagating the new devotion was especially
confided to the religious of the Visitation and to the priests of the Society of Jesus.
Chapter 5 : Was St. Joseph present at the Visitation? | The New Theological Movement

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF IX. THE VISITATION 118
Get reviews, hours, directions, coupons and more for The Visitation House at W 5th St, Greenville, OH. Search for other
Marriage, Family, Child & Individual Counselors in Greenville on blog.quintoapp.com

Page 7

