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Coach holidays to the Isle of Wight Language: Pound Sterling Time Zone: In each case, it is not necessarily
added to the bill. If a service charge has already been added, no further tip is required. The resorts on the
island hold the traditional British seaside feel combining amusements with a multitude of activities to take part
in. Sandown is famous for its wonderful beaches with over 5 miles to explore and awarded with the Blue Flag
for cleanliness. If you happen to be staying in either Shanklin or Sandown, you can get to the other quite easily
with a casual stroll along the beach â€” weather permitting. There are many other places on the Isle of Wight
that should be visited during your holiday here. Things to do It may be a tiny island resting in The Solent but
there is no end to the things you can do to keep everyone amused during your break here. Alum Bay and The
Needles Found on the west coast of the Island, Alum Bay is a remarkable geological phenomenon made up of
sandstone cliffs, richly coloured with different minerals. From Alum Bay, you will be able to view The
Needles, three chalk monoliths stretching out into the sea. The lighthouse constructed in is still in use today,
warning ships in low visibility. Osborne House Queen Victoria chose Osborne House for her country retreat
and during her reign, the Family spent many holidays based on the Isle of Wight. The richly decorated interior
of the property gives a real insight into the grandeur of private life of the Royal Family during the 19th
Century. Isle of Wight Steam Railway The Edwardian and Victorian carriages and locomotives have been
lovingly restored and brought back to life. A journey on board will see you pass through 5. Health and Travel
Insurance British Citizens are advised by some of our tour operators to have travel insurance before going on a
tour or holiday, even if it happens to be in your country of residence. As a British citizen, you will be entitled
to free emergency health care on the NHS. Comprehensive travel insurance is advised for all other nationals
planning on visiting England. If you need to contact the emergency services whilst in England simply dial or
to ask for an ambulance. Crime Most destinations are generally trouble-free, however as with all places that
you are not familiar with, keep an eye on your belongings and if necessary lock them away somewhere safe
back at your hotel if possible. Keep an eye on everyone in your party and do not go off with people you do not
know. Buy your own drinks and keep sight of them at all times. Drug offences will carry penalties in the UK,
so avoid getting involved with anything whilst in England. If you are visiting from outside of the United
Kingdom, it is wise to check customs requirements before you travel. For those people coming to the UK from
the EU, you are allowed to bring an unlimited amount of most goods for your own use without paying tax or
duty. However, if you are travelling to the UK from outside of the EU, you are given an allowance of how
much alcohol, tobacco, perfume, souvenirs and other goods. If you go above this allowance you may have to
pay tax or duty. It is worth checking the HM Revenues and Customs website before you travel. However,
some airlines will insist you show a passport so check before you travel. If you are travelling to England from
Australia, Canada or the USA, you must have a valid passport for at least three months beyond the length of
your stay. EU nationals need to have either a valid passport or identity card. Any other nationality looking to
visit the UK must contact the local embassy to check visa requirements. Tourist offices For further
information on the Isle of Wight you can visit the official tourism website as visitisleofwight.
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Try your hand at everything from Archery to Zorbing, with courses and sessions available for virtually all ages
and abilities. We are also regarded as one of the best places for Cycling in the world! Eat local One thing our
warmer climate allows us to do is grow some of the best produce you will find anywhere. Carnival capital As
well as holding two of the longest running parades in England the Isle of Wight also boasts more carnivals per
head of population than the rest of the UK! Catch the colourful parades throughout the summer and winter,
and keep an eye out for the spectacular illuminated carnivals which light up the streets in many of our towns.
U K The sunshine capital of the UKâ€¦? One thing we know for sure is the Island has its very own
microclimate at The Undercliff in Ventnor, where we hold the English record for the warmest nights in May,
June and July. Our annual Wight In Bloom competition inspires green-fingered Islanders! Dinosaur Island The
Isle of Wight is the richest place in the UK for fossil discoveries, with over 25 different species recognised to
have lived on the Island when it was still connected to mainland Europe! Hover across the Solent The very
first hovercraft was produced on the Isle of Wight back in , and you can now take a trip from Ryde to Southsea
and experience the last remaining commercial Hovercraft service in the world. The nearby chairlift down to
the colourful sands of Alum Bay beach is one of the most spectacular rides on the Island! From stunning
beaches, and clear starry skies to chalk cliffs and rolling hills, the Island showcases the best bits of nature.
Why not hire a bike and follow some of the cycle routes? The Island also offers some stunning coastal
footpaths, including the Tennyson Trail in Freshwater where you can walk in the footsteps of the famous poet
laureate up and over the headland to the iconic Needles. Or visit during the annual walking festival in May and
take part in a range of Family Discovery Walks, from story walks where children can walk along the shore at
low tide searching for sea glass, driftwood and limpet shells to evening Ghost Walks â€” keep close behind
our guides as they regale you with tales of mystery and suspense. For more fun-filled activities and adventure,
our award-winning beaches offer safe, clean entertainment for all ages. The Isle of Wight has its very own
microclimate too, making it one of the sunniest places in the UK. Ventnor, at the southernmost tip of the
Island, is home to Ventnor Botanic Gardens where exotic plants even palm trees! The route offers ramblers a
67 mile circular tour of some of the most dramatic views in England, taking in lighthouses, piers and even a
seaside castle. The choice extends to drinks too, with beer, wine or cider, all locally brewed and served with
pride. There are also plenty of stylish and contemporary bars on the Island providing a relaxed atmosphere for
that pre-theatre cocktail or speciality after dinner coffee. Isle of Wight restaurants offer a wide variety of
options; from a leisurely lunch with friends and family at a beachfront location, to a celebratory dinner for two
at a top-notch hotel. The Isle of Wight has a superb choice of restaurants for all tastes and budgets, many of
which have earned prestigious awards for their cuisines. Every town and village has places to tempt you, so
indulge yourself and enjoy great food, drink and friendly service. A pungent delight that has helped put the
Isle of Wight on the culinary map. The Garlic Farm in Newchurch supplies retailers and delicatessens across
the UK, producing tons each year. Ice cream makers use milk from our dairy herds to produce award-winning
treats. Which also tastes even better here of courseâ€¦ Royal recipes In the Swiss Cottage at Osborne the
princesses learned how to bake and serve tea for Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. If you visit today you can
go back in time to and see preparations for tea. Local brews Our pubs and restaurants are proud to serve our
Island beers and ales from breweries like Goddards, Yates and Island Brewery.
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As sea levels rose, the river valley became flooded, and the chalk ridge line west of the Needles breached to
form the island. At that time the sea level was much lower and carts of tin were brought across the Solent at
low tide [10] [11] for export, possibly on the Ferriby Boats. Anthony Snodgrass [12] [13] suggests that a
shortage of tin, as a part of the Bronze Age Collapse and trade disruptions in the Mediterranean around BC,
forced metalworkers to seek an alternative to bronze. Trade however continued as evidenced by the
remarkable local abundance of European Iron Age coins. From then onwards, there are indications that the
island had wide trading links, with a port at Bouldnor , [22] [23] [24] evidence of Bronze Age tin trading, [11]
and finds of Late Iron Age coins. The Romans built no towns or roads on the island, but the remains of at least
seven Roman villas have been found, indicating the prosperity of local agriculture. In it was invaded by
Caedwalla , who tried to replace the inhabitants with his own followers. In Arwald was defeated and the island
became the last part of English lands to be converted to Christianity , [29] [30] [31] added to Wessex and then
becoming part of England under King Alfred the Great , included within the shire of Hampshire. It suffered
especially from Viking raids, [32] and was often used as a winter base by Viking raiders when they were
unable to reach Normandy. Carisbrooke Priory and the fort of Carisbrooke Castle were then founded.
Allegiance was sworn to FitzOsbern rather than the king; the Lordship was subsequently granted to the de
Redvers family by Henry I, after his succession in For nearly years the island was a semi-independent feudal
fiefdom, with the de Redvers family ruling from Carisbrooke. The final private owner was the Countess
Isabella de Fortibus , who, on her deathbed in , was persuaded to sell it to Edward I. Thereafter the island was
under control of the English Crown [36] and its Lordship a royal appointment. The island continued to be
attacked from the continent: The French invasion on 21 July famous for the sinking of the Mary Rose on the
19th was repulsed by local militia. During , with a planned French invasion imminent , a large force of
soldiers was stationed there. The French called off their invasion following the Battle of Quiberon Bay. When
queen she made Osborne House her winter home, and so the island became a fashionable holiday resort,
including for Alfred, Lord Tennyson , Julia Margaret Cameron , and Charles Dickens who wrote much of
David Copperfield there , as well as the French painter Berthe Morisot and members of European royalty.
During the Second World War the island was frequently bombed. With its proximity to German-occupied
France, the island hosted observation stations and transmitters, as well as the RAF radar station at Ventnor. It
was the starting-point for one of the earlier Operation Pluto pipelines to feed fuel to Europe after the
Normandy landings. The show was notable both as one of the last public performances by Jimi Hendrix and
for the number of attendees, reaching by some estimates , These are all variant forms of the same name,
possibly Celtic in origin. It may mean "place of the division", because the island divides the two arms of the
Solent. Its landscapes are diverse, leading to its oft-quoted description as "England in miniature". West Wight
is predominantly rural, with dramatic coastlines dominated by the chalk downland ridge, running across the
whole island and ending in the Needles stacks. The southwestern quarter is commonly referred to as the Back
of the Wight , and has a unique character. The island has three principal rivers. Without human intervention
the sea might well have split the island into three: The north coast is unusual in having four high tides each
day, with a double high tide every twelve and a half hours. This arises because the western Solent is narrower
than the eastern; the initial tide of water flowing from the west starts to ebb before the stronger flow around
the south of the island returns through the eastern Solent to create a second high water. The geological
structure is dominated by a large monocline which causes a marked change in age of strata from the northern
younger Tertiary beds to the older Cretaceous beds of the south. This gives rise to a dip of almost 90 degrees
in the chalk beds, seen best at the Needles. The northern half of the island is mainly composed of clays , with
the southern half formed of the chalk of the central eastâ€”west downs, as well as Upper and Lower
Greensands and Wealden strata. The chalky ridges of Wight and Purbeck were a single formation before they
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were breached by waters from the River Frome during the last ice age , forming the Solent and turning Wight
into an island. All the rocks found on the island are sedimentary , such as limestones , mudstones and
sandstones. They are rich in fossils; many can be seen exposed on beaches as the cliffs erode. Lignitic coal is
present in small quantities within seams, and can be seen on the cliffs and shore at Whitecliff Bay. The island
is one of the most important areas in Europe for dinosaur fossils. The eroding cliffs often reveal previously
hidden remains, particularly along the Back of the Wight. As a result, the island has been nicknamed
"Dinosaur Island" and Dinosaur Isle was established in The area was affected by sea level changes during the
repeated Quaternary glaciations. The island probably became separated from the mainland about , years ago,
during the Ipswichian interglacial.
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Discover the Isle of Wight with our interactive map. We have put together an interactive map for you to explore the
Island and help you discover the towns, villages, beaches and attractions that are available for you to visit on the Isle of
Wight.
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Buy Isle of Wight (Official Tourist Map) 13th Revised edition by (ISBN: ) from Amazon's Book Store. Everyday low prices
and free delivery on eligible orders.
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Isle of Wight Tourist Information Points Tourism on the Isle of Wight, like many places within the UK is changing. Much
of this is as a result of cutbacks from Government Funding and market trends. As a consequence, the Official Tourist
Information Centres were closed and the information is now dispensed from Tourist Information Points.
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