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Chapter 1 : Why Marx Was Right by Terry Eagleton â€“ review | Books | The Guardian
NATIONALISM: IRONY AND COMMITMENT, by Terry Eagleton (Field Day Pamphlet 13) Derry: Field Day, One of a set
of three pamphlets under the general heading: 'Nationalism, Colonialism and Literature'.

Additional Information In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: To have it, and to feel it, is
the only wayto end it. If you fail to claim it, or give it up too soon, you will merely be cheated, by other
classes and other nations. It is sometimes forgotten that social class, for Karl Marx at least, is itself a form of
alienation, canceling the particularity of an individual life into collective anonymity. Where Marx differs from
the commonplace liberal view of such mattersis in his belief that to undo this alienation you hadto go, not
around class, but somehow all the way through it and out the other side. To wish class or nation away,to seek
to live sheer irreducible difference now in the manner of some contemporary poststructuralist theory, is to play
straight into the hands of the oppressor. In a similar way, the philosopher Julia Kristeva has argued that the
whole concept of gender is "metaphysical "â€”a violent stabilizing of the sheer precariousness and ambiguity
of sexual identity to some spuriously selfidentical essence. Yetthe grim truth remainsthat women areoppressed
as womenâ€”that such sexual categories, ontologically empty though they maybe, continue to exert an
implacable political force. It would thus be the worst form of premature utopianism for women to strive now
merely to circumvent their sexual identities, celebrating only the particular and polymorphous, rather than
â€”once againâ€”try somehow to go right through those estranging definitions to emerge somewhere on the
other side. Women are not so much fighting for the freedom to bewomenâ€”as though we all understood
exactly what that meantâ€”as for the freedom to be fully human; but that inevitably abstract humanity can
bearticulated in the here and now only through their womanhood , since this is the place where their humanity
is wounded and refused. Sexual politics, like class or nationalist struggle, will thus necessarily be caught up in
the very metaphysical categories it hopes finally to abolish; andany such movement will demand a difficult,
perhaps ultimately impossible double optic, at once fighting on a terrain already mapped out by its antagonists
and seeking even now to prefigure within that mundane strategy styles of being and identity for which we
have asyet no proper names. If the binary opposition between "man" and "woman" can always be
deconstructed â€”if each term can always be shown to inhere parasiticallywithin the otherâ€”then just the
same is true of the opposition between those other virulently metaphysical forms of identity, Catholic and
Protestant. Catholic, of course, means universal; so there is something curious in using it to define a particular
kind of national identity. But the claim of the Roman Catholic church to universality is in any case only
necessary once that status has been challenged by Protestantism, and so is no sooner raised than refuted,
denying itself in the very act of asser24 Terry Eagleton tion. Protestantism, on the other hand, is in one sense
an aberration from such universal identity, an affirmation of national difference; yet it takes the historical form
of a return to the pure universal essence of Christianity which the Church of Rome has supposedly
contaminated. This heretical deviancy is thus more orthodox than orthodoxy itself, the very metaphysical truth
or essence of that which it denounces. All that remains is now to explain this on the Falls and Shankill roads.
Even those who had the insolence to do so would no doubt soon be brought to realize that their assertion of the
metaphysical emptiness of Catholic and Protestant identities was itself metaphysically empty. What one might
call the "subjunctive mood" of "bad" or premature utopianism grabs instantly for a future, projecting itself by
an act of will or imagination beyond the compromised political structuresof the present. You are not currently
authenticated. View freely available titles:
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Chapter 2 : Nationalism, colonialism and literature.: irony and commitment by Terry Eagleton
Terry Eagleton followers Widely regarded as Britain's most influential living literary critic & theorist, Dr Eagleton currently
serves as Distinguished Prof. of English Literature at the Univ. of Lancaster & as Visiting Prof. at the Nat'l Univ. of
Ireland, Galway.

Share via Email Busts of Karl Marx created in to mark years since his death. As the Times put in the middle of
the crash: The easiest way to kill off debate about Marxism is to jump straight to the Stalin show-trials, Soviet
gulags, and Khmer Rouge Year Zero. The philosophical beliefs of a midth-century denizen of the British
Museum are all too quickly elided with the most terrible atrocities of the 20th century as an all-purpose
intellectual get-out card. So Terry Eagleton â€” literary critic, liberal-baiter, Marxist man of letters â€” has set
himself the task of explaining why Marx was right. His plan is to take on "10 of the most standard criticisms
of Marx and try to refute them one by one". He does so, he believes, at a time when capitalism is uniquely in
crisis: Or as Friedrich Engels used to put it: Part of the problem is the structure. This is a work of intellectual
rebuttal, as chapter by chapter Eagleton takes on a century of misreading Marx. All of which means he is
fighting on an enemy territory of dreary objections. The consequence of such deviations is that there is little
sense of the anger, brio and bravado of Marx and Engels; none of the humour, irony and creativity so central
to the Marxian heritage. Instead, this book reads like a rapidly crammed set of notes for an American midwest
college course. In no credible sense do one in three children in Britain today "live below the breadline".
Thankfully, amid the banalities, there lurk some wonderful passages. In trying to rebut claims of utopianism,
he goes too far in suggesting that "Marxism holds out no promise of human perfection" and "envy, aggression,
domination, possessiveness and competition would still exist". Engels, though, was clear that the ascent from
socialism to communism entailed a metaphysical change. Under the leadership of the proletariat, humanity
achieves true freedom liberated from its animal instincts: But perhaps that was too close to the bone. In the
end, this is another worthy volume in the rarely scintillating Marx-Engels interpretative canon. Useful for
undergraduates at the University of Notre Dame, but not for anyone else interested in the drama, insights, and
majesty of Marxism. Marx might well have been right about an awful lot, but sadly Eagleton fails to make you
care very much.
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Chapter 3 : Field Day Theatre Company â€“ Postcolonial Studies
Home â€º Literary Theory â€º Key Theories of Terry Eagleton. Key Theories of Terry Eagleton By Nasrullah Mambrol on
February 8, â€¢ (0). Writing about the impossibility of filming philosophy, Eagleton suggests a dialectical solution: find a
scriptwriter interested in ideas (Eagleton) and a director with visual imagination (Derek Jarmen); the resulting unhappy
consciousness soon resolves.

Eagleton, the man known by students for writing one book, called Literary Theory , is in reality a critic and
reviewer of prodigious output, whose books occupy just about every call-number in the humanities library
catalogue. Eagleton received his BA in and his Ph. Eagleton returned to the subject of Catholicism in The
Body as Language , again attempting a Marxist and Christian synthesis, leaving this subject for good with
another book published the same year, Exiles and Emigres: Studies in Modern Literature The more familiar
Eagleton emerges with his next three books: Since the radical political events of the late s, Marxist criticism
had been much in the air; but when Myths of Power first appeared, the chief theoretical formulations of this
critical current were still to emerge. From onwards, a series of annual conferences on Marxist literary and
cultural theory were held at the University of Essex, bringing physically together for the first time a large
number of young radical critics whose work and political allegiances had been shaped in the aftermath of Paris
Students the world over are often introduced to the subject of literary theory with a book that bears that title;
published in , Literary Theory: Literary Theory remains popular with academics teaching the subject,
however, because of its underlying commitment to social and political contexts. Read in conjunction with The
Function of Criticism: Eagleton returned to Shakespeare in with his William Shakespeare, and brought
together some of his most compelling essays in his key text, The Ideology of the Aesthetic, in , with analysis
of Shaftesbury, Hume, Burke, German Romanticism and German Idealism, Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard,
Marx, Nietzsche, Freud, Heidegger, Benjamin and Adorno, with a final essay on postmodernism. Critical
Essays on Fish, Spivak, Zizek and Others , Eagleton makes a point of mildly parodying theorists who produce
overly dense and unreadable texts. At first glance it would seem that the sausage in the hot dog wedges apart
the two pieces of roll. Eagleton continues to support the book industry with his prodigious output; focused
accounts of theoretical and ideological concepts following The Ideology of the Aesthetic include The
Significance of Theory , Ideology: In Eagleton published. A Memoir, a critical reflection upon key figures and
institutions in his life. In the concluding lines of a key essay on nationalism, irony and commitment, Eagleton
summarizes in some ways his entire enterprise: It is only ambiguously, precariously, that any of us can
experience at once the necessary absolutism of a particular demand â€” to be freed, for example, from an
immediate, intolerable oppression â€” and the more general truth that no one such demand, however just and
urgent, can finally exhaust or preprogram a political future in which the content will have gone beyond the
phrase. As Kierkegaard might have said, it is a matter of trying to live that dialectic passionately, ironically, in
all of its elusive impossibility, rather than merely providing an elegant theoretical formulation of it. Terry
Eagleton, Exiles and Emigres: Studies in Modern Literature, London: Terry Eagleton, Myths of Power:
Palgrave Macmillan, , p. Terry Eagleton, Figures of Dissent: University of Minnesota Press, , pp.
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, Nationalism, colonialism and literature--nationalism, irony and commitment / Terry Eagleton Field Day Derry [Northern
Ireland] Wikipedia Citation Please see Wikipedia's template documentation for further citation fields that may be
required.

This statement emphasizes the political potential of the particular and the affective rather than simply
appealing to the feelings of ordinary people. As Terry Eagleton comments, any oppressed group is bound "to
generate a positive particular culture without which political emancipation is probably impossible. It is this
recognition that accounts for the privileging of the national within the Progressive movement. Various
accounts, manifestoes, and speeches make clear the historical and political context in which the Progressive
nation is being theorized, as well as why it is to be distinguished from the bourgeois nation. Imperialism,
capitalism, fascism "the most violent phase of the imperialist system" as well as the divisive brainchild of
British rule, communalism "Fratricidal war" make the formation of a united front imperative. But confusions
do emerge: The fate of Tagore is similarly contradictory. But aesthetics is inseparable from a natural and real
sense of justice: He becomes the standard bearer of humanity, of moral uprightness, of nobility" 1: What
Premchand may be suggesting here is that literature can as much construct a new aesthetics based on ethical
imperatives as work with extant structures of feeling,i. And so the national leads without necessary
contradiction to the international, and literature, declares a Resolution passed at this same Congress, "is not
divisible in national, racial, or geographical boundaries" 1: The historical exigency for a resolution like this is,
of course, the building up of an international peace movement, a broad coalition against Fascism. One such,
tellingly entitled "The Penetration of Corrupt Ideas into Our Culture" maintains that colonialism is
accomplished through a cultural war and to fight it, it is necessary to develop a critical consciousness that
rejects the alien 2: How then do these theories themselves avoid the revivalism and nativism they are so
critical of? To a large extent, by seeing the task of reinterpretation as that of understanding the past through
the needs of the present, of developing an interested reading in the service of the progressive. The key term is
"progressive," the meaning of which is tied to both nationalism and internationalism in very specific ways
even as it is debated through the early years of the PWA and IPTA. In an address to the 4th A. A Dange, the
veteran trade unionist, defines fascism as a common international enemy "which aspires to enslave the whole
world and destroy all national cultures" 3: Explicitly anti-nativist, Dange credits the "fund of inspiration and
guidance from foreign lands" which modern Indian literature has benefited from. In the context of imperialism
and fascism, India is not described so much as a sovereign culture, but as "a vast economic edifice" vulnerable
to further predation and exploitation of the hungry, naked, and shivering 3: It is this local and immediate crisis
that artistes must voice while allying themselves with global struggles. In the same essay, Dange calls for: As
my discussion of the language question shows, this concept remains confused and under-theorized.
Nevertheless, there is the recognition that national culture itself can be a heterogeneous and dynamic
collection of various traditions and cultures yoked together by democratic and progressive ideals. While
eventually the term "progressive" comes to be defined exclusively as the Communist Party position and
dissolves into proto-Zhdanovist rhetoric, the term was during the early years of these organizations, a
contentious and contested one. The draft begins by asserting that nationality is determined by consciousness of
national unity, itself built by resistance to foreign invaders. It is sustained by the formation of national markets
which also leads to the merging of dialects and languages into more assimilative forms. In the interests of
writing an anti-imperialist history, a crudely teleological account takes shape here, setting up the most
reductive binaries between alien and indigene. The rule of the Mughals is thus described as "national
oppression" where "the state was not a national state," 3: Although the draft is right to point to the crucial role
that a popularized cultural text in the vernacular can play in developing cultural consciousness, by terming this
"national consciousness," it willy-nilly equates the religious with national. The shift to then delineating Hindus
and Muslims as one nation, is not explained, although its polemical value in demystifying divisive British
language policies is clear. Part of the problem, identified by critics of the draft in the "Discussion" section that
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follows, is the "Stalin says" syndrome, where history must fit into what "Comrade Stalin teaches us" a phrase
repeatedly used in the language question draft or else undergo revision: A critic of the draft--which was
circulated for discussion-- points out that to see popular movements as national movements against Turkish
foreign oppressors, is "to give the cover of Marxism to communal-chauvinist slogans" 3: He also comments
that language is only one of the factors in the growth of a nation, and history usually creates an amalgam of
factors that vary contextually. This last note is the only one that actually considers the problem of nationhood
outside the fairly narrow parameters that the language debate sets up. There is no need for a singular national
language, writes Avasthi: Like the United Nations, officials of each state can work in their own language and
use translators to communicate with other states; if, perhaps, by broad consensus, a common language is
arrived upon, then that can be adopted as a common language but not otherwise. Getting rid of English as a
colonial language and imposing Sanskrit instead makes no sense. The final note, by Mohamed Hasan,
brilliantly critiques the draft for its vulgarization of Indian History in the interests of making a polemical point
and for indulging in the same kind of revivalism as narrow nationalists: The way to unity, he ends sensibly, "is
not by overlooking" historical processes. Thus it is that we see in several of these documents, a concern with
how to build an all-India character rather than take it for granted; intra-national communication becomes a
precondition to international cultural understanding: Material factors underlie the identification of the enemy:
Cultural strategies facilitate this process, and to unmask false, exploitative universalism, it is imperative to
assert a particularity that is, finally, universal: Those men who are crushing democratic liberties in their own
land, come forward as champions of the rights of the individual" Ram Bilas Sharma "Report to the Sixth
Session," 3: But this engagement cannot take the form of a simple valorization of "community" or "emotion";
we would be then in danger not only of collaborating with regressive forces, but also of practicing a certain
simplistic identity politics that marks, for instance, much academic multiculturalism in the US today. Left
cultural work is made possible by the recognition that both reality and consciousness are historical and, as
such, mutable and open to the most radical kinds of transformation. But we do need to be aware, as K.
Panikkar suggests, that religion imposes limits on what is possible just as it may open up progressive ethical
possibilities Aijaz Ahmad makes the crucial point that the only way to make a program of cultural struggle
meaningful and efficacious is to link it to a program of restructuring systems of property and governance "so
that the people have a real, tangible stake in the anti-fascist struggle" We cannot shy away either from a
discussion of what "particularity" might mean, how a community could forge "common interest" and how
cultural particularity could be developed in ways that would resist, for instance, casteist, ethnocentric, or
patriarchal narratives of community. A weak and romanticized notion of community or culture is easily
co-opted by regressive forces. The task of the Indian left on this dubious anniversary of a half century of a
nebulous independence is to work with the heterogeneity of its own corpus, to nurture the debates and
challenges from within and from fellow-travelers, and revive its capacity for non-ritualistic self-criticism even
as it never forgets its irrevocable commitment to radical social transformation. Reading Gramsci in the Days
of Hindutva. Nationalism, Colonialism and Literature. N "Culture and Consciousness in Modern India:
Marxist Cultural Movement in India: National Book Agency, Priya is graduate student of Comparative
Literature at Cornell University. All references unless stated otherwise are to volume numbers and pages from
this collection.
Chapter 5 : Nationalism, Colonialism, and Literature â€” University of Minnesota Press
The three essays constituting this volume were originally published as individual pamphlets by the Field Day Theatre
Company, in Derry, Northern Ireland. Each deals with the question of nationalism and the role of cultural production as a
force in understanding and analyzing the aftermath of.
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terry eagleton â€³Nationalism,â€³ remarks an African character in Raymond Williamsâ€²s novel Second Generation
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(London, ), â€³is in this sense like class. To have it, and to feel it, is the only way to end it.

Chapter 7 : Project MUSE - Nationalism, Colonialism, and Literature
Get this from a library! Nationalism, colonialism and literature--nationalism, irony and commitment. [Terry Eagleton].

Chapter 8 : Who is Terry Eagleton?
CONTENTS INTRODUCTION 3 Seamus Deane NATIONALISM: IRONY AND COMMITMENT 23 Terry Eagleton
MODERNISM AND IMPERIALISM 43 Fredric Jameson YEATS AND DECOLONIZATION

Chapter 9 : Nationalism, colonialism, and literature - ECU Libraries Catalog
Terry Eagleton is a fellow of Linacre College, Oxford, and lecturer in critical theory at the University of Oxford. Fredric
Jameson is professor in the Graduate Program in Literature at Duke University.
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