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Hawkins, Gwendolyn Cartledge, Cheryl Utley 6. Improving Comprehension - Jeffery P. With 25 years of
research experience and extensive firsthand knowledge of teaching students classified as seriously emotionally
disturbed, Algozzine is a uniquely qualified staff developer, conference speaker, and teacher of behavior
management and effective teaching courses. He is active in special education practice as a partner and
collaborator with professionals in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools in North Carolina and as an editor of
several journals focused on special education. Algozzine has written more than manuscripts on special
education topics, including many books and textbooks on how to manage emotional and social behavior
problems. Additionally, she worked as a Special Education classroom teacher and school administrator for
more than 11 years. During her year career, Dr. Since , she worked as a Pennsylvania Special Education Due
Process Hearing Officer and conducted more than special education due process hearings on behalf of families
and school districts. A teacher, scholar, leader, and consultant, he has served as Distinguished Visiting
Professor at a variety of universities. He is the author of more than publications, including books, articles, and
commentaries; and he has presented papers at many national and international conferences. He serves on the
editorial boards of reputable nationally and internationally refereed journals, including Multicultural Learning
and Teaching MLT in which he serves as Executive Editor. Obiakor is a leader who has been involved in
many landmark scholarly works in the fields of general and special education, with particular focus on African
American and other culturally and linguistically diverse CLD learners and he continues to prescribe
multidimensional methods of assessment, teaching, and intervention for these individuals. Based on this
premise, Dr. Its no-nonsense and straightforward approach is user friendly and responsive to the needs of
learners with reading disadvantages. Willhite, Teacher Educator There is a sense of apprehension about
working with culturally and linguistically diverse students. This book shows how to make a significant
difference in helping all students achieve and reach their potential. Levert, Special Education Employment
Supervisor This book is appropriate as a resource for educational practitioners and as a textbook book for
preservice teachers. The book offers realistic advice that is grounded in detailed, comprehensive, and practical
action for culturally responsive instruction. Brief Reviews, December Teaching reading is a very complex
task. This book dispels the myths regarding culturally diverse learners and provides concrete strategies that
any teacher can easily implement. It contains current research from the most reputable sources in the field of
education and is a must-read for every teacher.
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Preface W e wrote this book to address a longstanding and growing need. Many students have reading
difficulties, and, among these, students with culturally and linguistically diverse CLD backgrounds are a
disproportionate group. Teaching foundational literacy skills is necessary to impart to these students that
which they missed in the early grades that is necessary to lifelong, literary learning and success. By combining
best practices supported by research with instruction that is culturally responsive, we believe teachers and
other professionals will improve reading outcomes for students. Recent advances in research and practice
pertaining to literacy acquisition skills and the performance of students on national assessments, combined
with federal policy mandates e. For students who struggle with reading, some or even all of these curricular
elements are addressed through systematic and explicit instruction. A 7-year-old or a year-old student who
cannot decode words rapidly enough to allow for text comprehension requires instruction in decoding and
word attack strategies, along with continuous practice reading connected text. Struggling readers need
increased instructional time and scientifically validated methods if they are to close the achievement gap and
become proficient. Diverse students from CLD backgrounds who do not possess the foundational reading
skills needed to comprehend written language often score poorly on literacy assessments. These students are
reading considerably below grade level and are far from meeting the proficiency requirements mandated by
federal legislation like NCLB. In the face of these widespread reading problems, experts in the field
continuously have called for a more informed approach to reading instruction. Culturally responsive
instruction is responsive to students of CLD backgrounds both in content and in process. Learning materials
take advantage of multicultural literature, themes, and topics. This helps to ensure that students see themselves
and their families reflected in the classroom environment. Additionally, instructional practices themselves can
be culturally responsive and reflect what we know about the learning preferences, familiar speech patterns,
and way of life of diverse groups. Culturally responsive professionals create classroom contexts that reflect
cultural values, such as interdependence and communalism, through cooperative learning activities and
peer-to-peer interaction. Research has demonstrated that small-group strategies for instruction, along with a
schoolwide climate of acceptance and respect for diversity, more closely match the natural learning patterns
that tend to occur in culturally diverse communities. Culturally responsive instruction helps students connect
their own cultural knowledge and language experiences to the language and literacy tasks required of them in
school. For example, families of bilingual young people often select them to carry out the hard work of
interpreting and translating to mediate communication with the outside worldâ€”between minority and
majority communities. The experiences of these young interpreters and the skills they develop to fulfill this
role can be utilized to support classroom learning. Culturally Responsive Literacy Instruction aims to help
professionals support the growing number of students from CLD backgrounds. It gives practical advice to
professionals. We provide a detailed, comprehensive, and practical treatment of culturally responsive literacy
instruction. We discuss and illustrate a range of interventions, which support the five critical areas of reading
instruction. In particular, we explore classroom contexts and learning strategies that are likely to be effective
for students from CLD backgrounds at all grade levels, from primary grades through high school. We begin
the book with an introductory chapter framing the importance of culturally responsive instruction and setting
the stage for the practical chapters that follow; here we describe how to teach critical literacy skills to students
with diverse backgrounds. In Chapter 2, we address phonological processing and its relation to learning to
read. Chapter 3 is about teaching skills that are fundamental to sounding out and recognizing words i. We
focus on fluency in Chapter 4, vocabulary in Chapter 5, and comprehension in Chapter 6. Within each of these
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chapters, we discuss the importance and empirical base for the key literacy skill and describe ways to integrate
culturally responsive activities into elementary, middle, and high school classrooms. We end with a chapter
reframing the importance of focused instruction to meet the needs of students with culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds. These contributing colleagues all have extensive experience with cultural and linguistic
diversity, reading, and special education that has greatly informed the content of our book. General educators,
special educators, school administrators, related service professionals, and teacher assistants will benefit from
the concepts presented. For professionals in preparation, we believe Culturally Responsive Literacy
Instruction will be an enlightening supplementary text in upper-level undergraduate- and graduate-level
methods courses at colleges and universities. The text puts a broad emphasis on the various levels of general
education i. We hope professionals in school administration programs as well as those taking courses in
programs for related disciplines that serve diverse students, such as reading, school counseling, school
psychology, social work, physical and occupational therapy, speech and hearing, medicine, PREFACE and
physical education, will also benefit from our book. Finally, Culturally Responsive Literacy Instruction should
be helpful in community college programs where teacher assistants are prepared for careers in education. Our
book highlights effective practices to help professionals plan, implement, manage, and evaluate instruction for
students with culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. It will be useful for practitioners who directly
use scientifically based literacy practices in classrooms with diverse groups of students. The book, too, is an
appropriate guide for professional development workshops intended to increase the knowledge, skills, and
dispositions of teachers working with problem readers, including students from CLD backgrounds, readers for
whom English is not their primary language, readers with learning disabilities, and readers never provided
appropriate literacy opportunities. We hope you enjoy our book. A vision for action and research in middle
and high school literacyâ€”A report to Carnegie Corporation of New York. Alliance for Excellent Education.
Increasing reading achievement of students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. Preventing
School Failure, 50 1 , 41â€” Report of the National Reading Panel. Teaching students to read: An
evidence-based assessment of the scientific research literature on reading and its implications for reading
instruction NIH Publication No. Reading NCES â€” Available August 5, , at http: Preventing reading
difficulties in young children. We also acknowledge our reviewers, who provided outstanding supportive and
corrective feedback that greatly improved our book: It has been my good fortune to know and work with both
of them, and I probably have not told them this enough. I also acknowledge the ever-lasting support of Kate
Algozzine, who knows best what it takes to do what I do every day and who has always helped me in many
ways to do it. I thank the love of my life, Larry, for helping me to understand and do what really matters in
life. I want to thank my coauthors, Bob and Doris, for their dedication to excellence. Through this book, they
have proven that a White male, a White female, and an African-American male can collaborate, consult, and
cooperate together without stress! With 25 years of research experience and extensive firsthand knowledge of
teaching students classified as seriously emotionally disturbed, Algozzine is a uniquely qualified staff
developer, conference speaker, and teacher of behavior management and effective teaching courses. He is
active in special education practice as a partner and collaborator with professionals in the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools in North Carolina and as an editor of several journals focused on special
education. Algozzine has written more than manuscripts on special education topics, including many books
and textbooks on how to manage emotional and social behavior problems. Additionally, she worked as a
special education classroom teacher and school administrator for more than 11 years. During her year career,
Dr. A teacher, scholar, and consultant, he has served as a distinguished visiting professor at a variety of
universities and is the author or coauthor of more than publications, including books, articles, and essays.
Jones has been teaching kindergarten students for more than 18 years. She was known as an excellent teacher
in the school and had garnered support from parents, teachers, and principals. The interesting thing here was
that Ms. Jones, parents, teachers, and principals were all Anglo-Americans. Meanwhile, Chidi was
complaining that Ms. Jones never paid attention to him and how he hated going to school. He observed that
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Joe was also not called upon in class. Jones was an experienced teacher with more than 18 years of experience.
Jones noted that she was beginning to teach reading. Additionally, this child was quiet in class because he was
brought up to focus on tasks such as schooling. Jones if she had any book for second or third graders, and she
gave them the book. Right there, they asked Chidi to read, and he read fluently and superbly. They wanted to
know why she had assumed that their son could not read. When the case was brought to the principal, she
expressed surprise and continued to indicate that Ms. Jones was an excellent teacher. They sometimes do not
teach reading before making reading assumptions. But there are proven ways to teach reading or discover any
reading deficiency. The National Reading Panel identified five critical areas on which general and special
educators must focus. In its report, the group responded to a Congressional mandate to help parents, teachers,
and policy makers address the key skills and areas central to effective reading instruction and achievement: It
is a subcategory of phonological development, which includes other skills such as identifying and
manipulating phonemes, syllables, onsets, rimes, and words, as well as other aspects of sound such as
rhyming, alliteration, and tone. Phonemic awareness is not phonics. It teaches children to decode these
relationships to read and write words fluently. Fluent readers recognize words automatically. Because it is
difficult for children to understand what they are reading without knowing what most of the words mean,
vocabulary is critical for comprehension. In Putting Reading First, Armbruster, Lehr, and Osborne
summarized what researchers have discovered about how to teach each of these skills successfully. Using the
findings of the National Reading Panel , they defined each area, reviewed research supporting it, summarized
classroom implications, described teaching strategies, and addressed frequently asked questions. In this
chapter, we summarize their work as a basis for the content we have included in our book. We also provide an
overview of effective teaching and introduce the foundations of culturally responsive teaching to support the
use of effective early literacy instruction for learners from diverse backgrounds. Teaching Phonemic
Awareness Phonemic awareness is the skill of using the individual sounds in spoken words. Before learning to
read, children must understand how the sounds in words work. Phonemic awareness is essential for them to do
this. Children can show that they have phonemic awareness in several ways, including recognizing which
words in a set of words begin with the same sound, isolating and saying the first or last sound in a word,
combining or blending the separate sounds in a word to say the word, and breaking, or segmenting, a word
into its separate sounds. Often, phonemic awareness is confused with phonics. Another misconception is that
phonemic awareness has the same meaning as phonological awareness. Phonemic awareness is a subset of
phonological awareness. The focus of phonological awareness includes identifying and manipulating larger
parts of spoken language while also encompassing awareness of other aspects of sound.
Chapter 4 : United States: Charlotte
Improving Phonological Processing 19 Dorothy J. O'Shea and Jodi Katsafanas 3. Improving Decoding and Structural
Analysis Skills 46 Dorothy J. O'Shea, Jodi Katsafanas, and Kelly Lake 4. Improving Fluency 76 Michelle McCollin and
Dorothy J. O'Shea 5.
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