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Homicide is the act of one human killing another. A homicide requires only a volitional act by another person that results
in death, and thus a homicide may result from accidental, reckless, or negligent acts even if there is no intent to cause
harm.

Criminal homicide[ edit ] Criminal homicide takes many forms including accidental killing or purposeful
murder. Criminal homicide is divided into two broad categories, murder and manslaughter , based upon the
state of mind and intent of the person who commits the homicide. The intentional, unlawful killing of another
person, but without any premeditation. In the United States , this is known as the felony murder rule. The
penalty for manslaughter is normally less than the penalty for murder. The two broad categories of
manslaughter are: The act that results in death may be intentional, such as pushing somebody in anger, but
their death such as by their subsequently falling, striking their head, and suffering a lethal head injury is not.
Another form of manslaughter in some jurisdictions is constructive manslaughter, which may be charged in
the event that a person causes a death without intention, but as the result of violating an important safety law
or regulation. Others may occur under circumstances that provide the defendant with a full or partial defense
to criminal prosecution. A defendant may attempt to prove that they are not criminally responsible for a
homicide due to a mental disorder. In some jurisdictions, mentally incompetent killers may be involuntarily
committed in lieu of criminal trial. Mental health and development are often taken into account during
sentencing. For example, in the United States, the death penalty cannot be applied to convicted murderers with
intellectual disabilities. Instead, the individual is placed under the category of " insane ". Defense of infancy Small children are not held criminally liable before the age of criminal responsibility. A juvenile court may
handle defendants above this age but below the legal age of majority , though because homicide is a serious
crime some older minors are charged in an adult justice system. Age is sometimes also taken into account
during sentencing even if the perpetrator is old enough to have criminal responsibility. Justifiable homicide or
privilege: Due to the circumstances, although a homicide occurs, the act of killing is not unlawful. The
availability of defenses to a criminal charge following a homicide may affect the homicide rate. For example,
it has been suggested that the availability of " stand your ground " defense has resulted in an increase in the
homicide rate in U. Domestic law International law to which the government has agreed by treaty Peremptory
norms which are de facto enforced as obligatory on all countries, such as prohibitions against genocide, piracy,
and slavery Types of state killings include: Capital punishment , where the judicial system authorizes the
death penalty in response to a severe crime, though some countries have abolished it completely Lawful
killing during war , such as the killing of enemy combatants Lawful use of deadly force by law enforcement
officers to maintain public safety in emergency situations Extrajudicial killing , where government actors kill
people typically individuals or small groups without judicial court proceedings War crimes that involve killing
war crimes not authorized by the government may also be committed by individuals who are then subject to
domestic military justice Widespread, systematic killing by the government of a particular group, which
depending on the target, could be called genocide , politicide , or classicide. In some cases these events may
also meet definitions of crimes against humanity. Scholars study especially large homicide events typically 50,
deaths in five years or less as mass killings. Some medium- and large-scale mass killings by state actors have
been term massacres , though not all such killings have been so named. The term " democide " has been
coined by Rudolph Rummel to describe "murder by government" in general, which includes both extrajudicial
killings and widespread systematic homicide. Killing by government might be called "murder" or "mass
murder" in general usage, especially if seen by the commentator as unethical, but the domestic legal
definitions of murder, manslaughter, etc. Examples of widespread systematic government killing[ edit ].

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF HOMICIDE : MURDER
Chapter 2 : List of countries by intentional homicide rate - Wikipedia
Homicide itself is not necessarily a crimeâ€”for instance, a justifiable killing of a suspect by the police or a killing in
self-defense. Murder and manslaughter fall under the category of unlawful homicides.

Murder and manslaughter are both severe accusations, and any charges or investigation will require you to
work with the best possible defense lawyer. The criminal defense lawyer you choose will make a decisive
difference in your homicide case, and our qualified team will assuredly do everything necessary to earn you a
great outcome in your Michigan case. We are experienced in all homicide charges including first-degree
murder , second-degree murder , felony murder, voluntary manslaughter , involuntary manslaughter , and
negligent homicide. Contact us right now to defend against criminal accusations. We defend clients at every
stage of the criminal process, including pre-file, trial, and post-conviction stages. We know exactly what the
prosecution needs to convict you and will work to defend your rights and protect your freedom, ensuring every
legal action helps you achieve your legal goals. We will provide you with valuable insight into the aggressive
investigative tactics commonly employed by police and prosecutors, and work to expose any mistakes made
by police or prosecuting attorneys throughout your case. You need a homicide defense lawyer to speak on
your behalf and ensure that you do not compromise your results when faced with coercive and forceful police
tactics. Anything you say could be used against you in your homicide trial, so do not speak with anyone
concerning any detail of your murder case. Politely decline to answer police questions and cooperate with the
guidance of your attorney. It is crucial that you meet with your lawyer as quickly as possible if you have just
been arrested or believe you may be under investigation. Contact us to gain an edge in your Michigan murder
or manslaughter case. Michigan First or Second Degree Murder Charge If you are accused of first-degree
murder , prosecuting attorneys usually need to prove that the murder involved premeditation. This is an
extremely serious criminal charge, and a conviction will put you behind bars for life. Second-degree murder is
also a serious charge, though a prosecutor is not required to prove the murder was pre-meditated. This criminal
charge could also result in a life sentence, so be sure to contact our criminal defense firm quickly and begin
defending against conviction. Manslaughter Attorney in Michigan If you unlawfully kill another person
without pre-determined intent, you could be convicted of manslaughter. In a voluntary manslaughter case, the
accused has intentionally killed a person in the heat of the moment, and could be sentenced to 15 years in
prison. In an involuntary manslaughter case, the accused has killed another person without intending death,
but could also be sentenced to 15 years in prison. Our experienced lawyers know how to fight against
wrongful convictions and unjust sentences in manslaughter cases, and will work together with you to
determine the best legal course of action. Contact us right away if you or a loved one is facing manslaughter
accusations. We never base our defense off the police report, and will dedicate ample time to investigating
every aspect of your case. We are committed to doing everything necessary to defend against a criminal
conviction and will structure our defense approach around the result you want to achieve. We know that every
homicide case is unique and deserves the complete, individual attention of a talented attorney. Your lawyer
will work with you at every stage of your case and constantly consult with you to align our strategy with your
needs. Our approach has been proven throughout the state of Michigan, and our proven results demonstrate
why we are regarded as a first-rate Michigan defense firm. Additionally, contact us to set up a free
consultation with trial attorney Scott Grabel. Our aggressive defense will give you an advantage in your
homicide case. The stakes are high in any murder or manslaughter case, and our attorneys understand that your
future is on the line.
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Although the term homicide is sometimes used synonymously with murder, homicide is broader in scope than murder.
Murder is a form of criminal homicide; other forms of homicide might not constitute criminal acts. These homicides are
regarded as justified or excusable.

Murder Rates in U. The vast majority of urban homicides are the product of gun violence. But the cities with
the highest rates may surprise you. Chicago falls in the middle of the list. Are Americans more or less safe
than last year, when it comes to their odds of meeting a violent end? Long-term murder rates are down, despite
recent increases The data is clear: America is a much less murderous place than it once was. Between and , the
murder rate ticked up. According to newly released FBI data , rates dropped slightly in , to 5. Email address
The Canon Sent every Saturday. The Daily Bulletin Sent weekday mornings. The upward trend in the national
murder rate is attributed to sharp increases in crime in a handful of American cities. In Chicago, for example,
the murder rate nearly doubled between and Milwaukee and Louisville, Kentucky, saw comparable spikes.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation tracks murder rates through its annual Uniform Crime Report UCR ,
which draws on data that cities and other jurisdictions send to the bureau. The report will not be public until
the Fall of Overall, Brennan projects that the national violent crime rate for will come in at the second-lowest
level since When you look at murders by how they were committed, the data shows that Chicago has a much
higher rate of gun homicides, specifically, than Los Angeles or New York. Mass shootings, though comprising
less than 2 percent of all gun deaths, can skew a local murder rate so drastically that some cities decline to
include fatalities from gun rampages when reporting their annual numbers to the FBI. Las Vegas, for example,
has decided to exclude victims of the Mandalay Bay massacre from the homicide counts that they provide to
the FBI. An ignored crime metric: Travel a few city blocks, and rates of violence can fluctuate dramatically.
Writing for The Trace , Hertz stressed that looking at smaller geographical areas paints a more accurate
picture of the relative threat of violence that individual Americans face and can make prevention strategies
more effective. Two Chicago neighborhoods, Burnside and Fuller Park, counted a rate of more than killings
per , people. The problem of murder inequality is not unique to Chicago. Last year in St. The same disparities
exist for gun violence overall. Forty percent of non-fatal shooting incidents in occurred in only 10 of St. You
can sort the rankings by year, and search for your own city to see where it ranks. Murder Rates of Major U.
But because homicides comprise only roughly a third of all gun deaths, it is important to know the data on gun
suicides, which account for the other two-thirds firearms fatalities, and are rising in 20 states.
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List of countries by intentional homicide rate per year per , inhabitants. The reliability of underlying national murder rate
data may vary. UNODC data is used in the main table below.

Back to top What is Homicide Homicide is the broad term for the killing of one person by another. At
common law, homicide broke down into three general categories: A justifiable homicide is permitted under
the law to stop or prevent a crime. When a homicide is determined to have resulted from a lawful act of
self-defense or defense of others, it is deemed justifiable. A homicide may be deemed excusable if it is the
unintentional result of lawful activity. For example, if a person who is being threatened pushes an attacker
away in what is otherwise a reasonable act of self-defense, but the person falls down a flight of stairs and dies
from a head injury, even though the harm is disproportionate to the threat, the homicide would likely be
deemed excusable. Criminal homicide involves the unlawful killing of another person, and is normally broken
down into charges of murder and manslaughter. Back to top What are the Types of Murder The most serious
homicides are classified as murder. First Degree Murder First degree murder involves the intentional killing of
another person with malice aforethought. A first degree murder charge usually involves the direct effort to kill
a specific victim, but at times the charge may be based upon an intentional act that carries a high risk of
causing death. For example, in the drive-by shooting of a house, a first degree murder charge is appropriate if
a person inside the house is killed. It does not matter if the intent was to only cause an injury or to put
somebody in fear, as shooting somebody is an act likely to result in grievous bodily injury or death. The
period of premeditation required to support a charge of first degree murder may be very brief. Due to the
element of premeditation, a first degree murder may be described as having been committed in cold blood.
The defendant has time to think about the murder, reflect on the plan, and reconsider before making the
decision to proceed to kill the victim. Second Degree Murder Second degree murder is a category of
intentionally caused murder, but where the defendant does not premeditate or deliberate before committing the
murder. Second degree murder charges typically involve one of the following three circumstances: An act that
is intended to kill, but is committed without premeditation. The defendant intends to cause serious bodily harm
to another person, and the harm that is inflicted results in death. Depraved Indifference to Human Life: The
intentional commission of an act that by its nature is likely to cause serious bodily harm or death, even if there
is no intent to cause injury. Depraved indifference to human life might occur, for example, if a person in a fit
of rage fires a gun into the wall or ceiling of an apartment building, striking and killing somebody in another
unit. Most often, a second degree murder is committed impulsively, or in a fit of rage. The act that results in
death need not be intended to cause death, but must be of a nature that would create a serious risk of death. For
example, hitting somebody in the head with a baseball bat may not be done with the intention of killing that
person, but the risk of death is so great that the act will support a murder charge if death results from the blow.
Felony Murder Felony murder is a charge that may be brought against a person who commits a dangerous
felony, if a death results in the course of the felony. For example, if a person is committing a robbery and
accidentally causes a death while in the course of committing the robbery, the person may be charged with
felony murder. When more than one person is involved in the crime, all participants in the crime may be
charged with felony murder based upon the acts of any of the others. For example, a getaway driver who never
enters a store may be charged with felony murder for acts committed by a co-defendant within the store. In
some jurisdictions, felony murder charges may even result from the acts of a third party, such as a store clerk
who attempts to shoot an armed robber but accidentally hits a bystander, a police officer who kills an innocent
person while exchanging gunfire with the defendant, or even where the person who is killed was another
participant in the crime. Felony murder usually carries a significant penalty, often the same as first degree
murder, such as a potential life sentence with no parole for the first twenty years, or even life without parole.
Absent evidence of intent to kill or proof that the defendant was a major participant in the underlying felony
and acted with reckless indifference to human life, under Supreme Court case law a defendant may not be
sentenced to death for a felony murder. Back to top What is Manslaughter Manslaughter involves an action
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that results in death, but where the defendant did not intend to cause death. Voluntary Manslaughter Voluntary
or intentional manslaughter involves the killing of another person without prior intent to kill. Voluntary
manslaughter can be divided into two general categories: Killing in the Heat of Passion - The defendant
commits a homicide in a context in which an ordinary person might lose their ability to control themselves:
The provocation must cause the defendant to actually lose control; The amount of time between the
provocation and the act causing death must be brief; The defendant must not have had time to regain his
composure between the time of the provocation and the time of the killing; and The defendant must not
actually have regained his composure before committing the killing. The question of whether a defendant
committed an act of voluntary manslaughter or of second degree murder can at times be tricky. The
determination of whether an act that causes a death was committed with or without the intent to kill can be
very subjective. A person whose actions would otherwise support a murder charge claims extenuating
circumstances that, although not constituting self-defense so as to make the killing a justifiable homicide,
nonetheless partially excuse the act that caused death. For example, a person might claim imperfect
self-defense when responding with deadly force to a threat that did not justify that level of force. Involuntary
Manslaughter Involuntary or unintentional manslaughter involves the killing of another person without the
intent to kill, but where a death occurs through the negligent or reckless actions of the defendant. For example,
a person who engages in a drag race and drives through a red light during the race, striking a car and killing its
driver, may be charged with involuntary manslaughter. Similarly, a person who drives while intoxicated and
causes an accident that kills another person could be charged with involuntary manslaughter. No portion of
this article may be reproduced without the express written permission of the copyright holder. If you use a
quotation, excerpt or paraphrase of this article, except as otherwise authorized in writing by the author of the
article you must cite this article as a source for your work and include a link back to the original article from
any online materials that incorporate or are derived from the content of this article. This article was last
reviewed or amended on Apr 19,
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Murder rates â€” and especially the neighborhood-level rates that yield murder inequality â€” are one metric for
understanding America's gun violence crisis. But because homicides comprise only roughly a third of all gun deaths, it is
important to know the data on gun suicides, which account for the other two-thirds firearms fatalities, and are rising in 20
states.

But, under the law, it is not murder to kill an animal, a tree, or any living thing except a human being. A
person cannot murder a kitten, no matter how cute the kitten nor how mean the human. Although the killing of
a human by a human sounds pretty simple, there are many types of such killing and some are not even
criminal, while others may lead to the gravest penaltyâ€”execution. Homicide is not itself criminal, but is
simply the definition of the killing of one human being by another human being. Homicide encompasses
lawful killing such as a killing in self-defense , intentional killing murder , state sanctioned killing during war,
and negligent killing manslaughter. Homicide even describes what happens when the state executes
someone--another instance of state sanctioned killing. The crime of murder is the killing of one human being
by another that is: Although the law on murder varies from state to state, most states recognize common
degrees of murder. Murder includes premeditated murder first degree murder , unpremeditated murder where
the defendant intended to inflict grievous bodily harm second degree murder , and felony murder death caused
during the commission of a dangerous felony. Here are some examples of these common types of murder: A
deliberate, premeditated killing is generally considered a first degree murder. Where the defendant planned the
killing as in a poisoning , she will usually be charged with first degree murder. The Los Angeles district
attorney charged O. Simpson with two first degree murder counts in the deaths of his ex-wife Nicole Simpson
and another person. The district attorney brought the first degree murder charges based on crime scene
evidence, including a bloody glove, and on evidence that Simpson allegedly spied on his wife prior to the
killings. Such evidence could have indicated a plan or premeditation to commit the crimes. In the
widely-reported shooting death of Florida teen Trayvon Martin, the prosecutor in Seminole County, Florida,
charged neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman with second degree murder. The reason that the
prosecutor charged Zimmerman with second degree murder is that Zimmerman shot Martin and there is no
evidence that the killing was premeditated. To win a conviction of Zimmerman on the charge, the prosecutor
will have to prove to the jury that Zimmerman intended to inflict grievous bodily harm on Martin. Clyde
shoots and kills the guard during a confrontation. After the robbery, Clyde jumps into the car and Bonnie
speeds off, accidentally hitting and killing a pedestrian. Both Bonnie and Clyde are charged with felony
murder, again because they accidentally killed the pedestrian while committing a dangerous felony. Murder
committed under certain circumstances, such as by laying in wait, or murder targeting a person in a particular
position, such as a police officer, judge, or firefighter, can lead to a more severe sentence, including the death
penalty. Manslaughter is the unlawful killing of one human being by another without malice aforethought.
There are several types of manslaughter, including: This often refers to unintentional homicide from
criminally negligent or reckless conduct. It can also refer to an unintentional killing through commission of a
crime other than a felony. In November , a Las Vegas jury found a man guilty of involuntary manslaughter for
a single punch to a fellow casino patron who died when he hit his head as he fell. When a murder charge is
reduced to manslaughter due to mitigating circumstances, such as heat of passion or diminished capacity, the
reduced charge is sometimes voluntary manslaughter. This charge can include accidental killing by a drunk
driver. If the accidental death occurred during the commission of a felony, the charge may be raised to felony
murder discussed above. Intoxication no defense to manslaughter. Where an intoxicated person acts with
criminal negligence and causes the death of another, the intoxicated person may be charged with
manslaughter. The fact that the person was too intoxicated to intend to kill or even seriously injure another is
no defense, because manslaughter does not require intent to kill. Common Defenses to Murder Here are some
common defenses to murder. If he persuades the jury that he was genuinely defending himself against a
life-threatening attack by Trayvon Martin, he may be acquitted. Mental disorder may be a defense. Impairment
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may be a defense. A person with an impaired mental state, such as that caused by intoxication, mental illness,
or head trauma, can offer his diminished capacity as a defense to a charge of murder. Success in making a
showing of diminished capacity can lead to a lesser charge or even acquittal, depending on the circumstances.
A defendant who is a minor may receive a lesser charge. The age of the defendant may also be considered in
charging and trying him or her for murder or manslaughter. This is because children and adolescents may lack
a full appreciation of the consequences of their actions. Heat of passion As mentioned above, where a
defendant lashes out in the heat of passion, he may be charged with voluntary manslaughter instead of murder,
or may avoid charges altogether. Earlier this year, a Texas grand jury convened to consider whether to file
charges against a father who caught a man sexually abusing his 4-year-old daughter and beat the assailant so
severely that he died. How Is Murder Punished? The precise punishment for murder varies from state to state,
although murder carries a sentence of imprisonment often for many years in all states. In general, sentences for
first degree murder range from life in prison without the possibility of parole to life with the possibility parole
to many years in prison. Second degree murder almost always carries a lesser penalty than first degree murder
less than life in prison. In certain states, aggravated first degree murder is punishable by the death penalty. The
death penalty is on the books in 33 states, the federal government, and the U. Five states have abolished the
death penalty in the last five years. The District of Columbia abolished the death penalty in How Is
Manslaughter Punished? The punishment for manslaughter is generally less than for any degree of murder,
although the penalties vary from state to state. An individual convicted of involuntary manslaughter under
certain circumstances may not receive a prison sentence, while one convicted of voluntary manslaughter likely
would. Consult With an Attorney Murder and manslaughter are very serious and complex crimes. If you have
questions about murder or manslaughter, or find yourself investigated for or charged with either crime, speak
with a lawyer experienced in criminal defense law in the state in which you were charged immediately.
Chapter 6 : What Are Homicide and Murder | ExpertLaw
Murder vs Homicide. Homicide is a word that is increasingly being used in magazines, newspapers, and websites these
days. This is, in fact, a word found in American English, and it refers to the act of killing of a human being just like
murder does.

Chapter 7 : Chicago Crime | Chicago Murder, Crime & Mayhem | HeyJackass!
MANCHESTER, Ky. (WTVQ) - A Clay County man was sentenced to years in prison in a murder-fetal homicide case,
according to court records. Samuel Cornett was found guilty in September.

Chapter 8 : Los Angeles Murders and Homicides - The Homicide Report - Los Angeles Times
Homicide When someone takes the life of another, regardless of intent or other details surrounding the incident, it is
called a homicide. Homicide is not always a crime, such as in cases of self-defense or the state-sanctioned execution of
certain convicted criminals.
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In that program, homicides include murder and non-negligent manslaughter but exclude suicides, accidents, justifiable
homicides and deaths caused by negligence.
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