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Chapter 1 : Eric Voegelin's Dialogue with the Postmoderns: Searching for Foundations by Peter A. Petrakis
"Eric Voegelin's Dialogue with the Postmoderns will appeal to Voegelin scholars who wish to see the fruitful application
of his philosophy to a variety of thinkers who, like him, seek an alternative both to traditional essentialist metaphysics
and to modernist naturalism, subjectivism, and foundationalism. The variety of essays is enriching.

Over time the works of these thinkers have become mainstreamed in American Political Science with their
legacies preserved by their students who continue to find new and relevant insights in their writings. Having
their students and admirers placed in prominent positions in American universities, Adorno, Arendt, Marcuse,
Morgenthau, and Strauss have secured their place in American Political Science. There is not even really a
Voegelinian school of thought per se: Various reasons have been offered to explain this phenomenon: The
former oversees academic panels each year at the American Political Science Conference. Finally, Sandoz has
served as the dissertation supervisor for numerous students, some of whom are now employed in academia.
Voegelin provided this insight and Sandoz sought to test it with the American Republic as his case study. For
Sandoz, in addition to examining the religious and philosophical foundation of American democracy,
Voegelin also makes a contribution to American Political Science by asking scholars to conceptualize human
nature in a historical context that is open to transcendence. This openness to transcendence as a viable variable
in political analysis is another distinguishing contribution Voegelin makes to American Political Science. This
concept can be adopted to analyze both normatively and descriptively religious radicalism, political
ideologies, and social pathologies such as racism. It is only in this manner that political scientists for Voegelin
can correctly analyze reality while at the same time providing a normative path for human thought and action.
These three topics that I have identified â€” a normative political science with concepts like Gnosticism; a
philosophical anthropology that incorporates historical context and transcendent experiences; and a defense of
American democracy â€” are not the only areas that Voegelin has contributed to American Political Science,
but they are certainly the ones most recognized in the discipline. But if Voegelin is to remain relevant to
Political Science, those examining his work must move past the research already done on American
democracy, philosophical anthropology, and Gnosticism and proceed down new paths of inquiry. Some of this
work already is emerging, whether it involves an exploration of his views on law or his place in postmodern
thought; hopefully it will continue in confronting questions like religious tolerance, contemporary liberalism,
and understanding non-western civilizations. This flexibility allows scholars to transcend their specific
disciplines and engage in a shared conversation with colleagues from other fields instead of sealing themselves
off in a corner of specialization. However, this is not necessarily unfortunate: Thus, the responsibility for those
who study Voegelin is to seek new subjects where his work may be relevant in illuminating their
understanding of reality. University of Missouri Press, University of Chicago Press, , Although Voegelin is
supportive of American democracy, he does not elaborate greatly on this topic. New City Press, McAllister,
Revolt Against Modernity: Petrakis and Cecil L. Searching for Foundations Columbia, MO: The Luminosity
of Experience Cambridge: For literature, refer to Charles R. Embry, The Philosopher and the Storyteller:
University of Missouri Press, ; Jeffrey C. University of Missouri Press, ; John J. McKnight and Geoffrey L.
He is author and editor of several books and also is the editor of VoegelinView present and editor of
Lexington Books series Politics, Literature, and Film present.
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Eric Voegelin's Dialogue with the Postmoderns has 4 ratings and 0 reviews. Edited with an Introduction by Peter A.
Petrakis and Cecil L. Eubanks.
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"This collection of essay endeavors to generate a dialogue between Eric Voegelin and other prominent twentieth-century
thinkers and explore some of the more perplexing issues in contemporary political theory.

Petrakis and Cecil L. Voegelin, Eric, â€”Contributions in political science. Voegelin, Eric, â€” JC Stephanie
Foley Jacket design: Given that this work is a dialogue in the fullest sense of the term, thanks is due to those
settings vital to the creation of this manuscript. The idea, a dim one at the beginning, took shape and some
form in a typical manner. In September , several of the authors in this collection met in Washington, D. Thus,
without the quiet and consistent dedication of the individuals responsible for organizing those meetings, this
idea likely would have failed to take shape. In this context and many more, special appreciation is afforded to
the Eric Voegelin Society generally and most especially to Ellis Sandoz, the Hermann Moyse Jr. Cultivating a
culture of learning and scholarship devoted to intellectual integrity, Ellis and the society have forged an
important institutional shelter where scholars can, with hard and serious work, find their voice. Most of the
voices in this manuscript owe considerable debt to the Department of Political Science at LSU and its political
theory faculty. Four of the five authors and both editors have considerable ties to that venerable program. With
three full-time tenured faculty in political theory, numbers unheard of in most contemporary political science
departments, James Stoner, professor of political science and current member of the National Council on the
Humanities, the aforementioned Ellis Sandoz, and Cecil Eubanks, alumni professor of political science,
conducted superlative graduate seminars, sponsored or facilitated superb guest lectures, and generally
endeavored to foster a deep appreciation for the vocation of political theorist. Without their efforts, this
manuscript and many other contributions would not have been possible. These factors and many more created
a haven for young scholars; and with increasing awareness, we know how truly rare such communities have
come to be. Southeastern Louisiana University is also owed considerable debt. Two of the contributors, Peter
Petrakis and Jeffrey Bell, owe their current sustenance, both material and intellectual, to SLU; and without the
assistance and support of William Robison, head of the Department of History and Political Science, this work
would not have been possible. Jeffrey Bell has a prodigious mind and wonderful spirit, and his friendship has
been most sustaining. Renner, marketing manager, Beth Chandler, publicity and exhibits manager, and copy
editor Julie Schorfheide, all of whom have been extremely supportive and helpful. Similarly, the anonymous
reviewers used by the press were very gracious in their criticisms and helpful in their suggestions. Needless to
say, the editors and authors are also grateful to the University of Missouri Press for permission to quote
extensively from The Collected Works of Eric Voegelin, most especially for selections from volumes 12 and
Copyright c by the Curators of the University of Missouri. Copyright c by the Louisiana State University
Press. Finally, portions of several essays in this collection were published elsewhere: Eubanks and Peter A.
Lexington Books, ; and revised portions of Edward F. We are indebted to all of the aforementioned publishers
for permission to include these excerpts in this collection of essays. No praise of settings, however, would be
complete without mentioning our families. Judy Eubanks is and has been a source of enormous strength, joy,
and love. Equally, Angela Petrakis and Tyler have fortified beyond the power of words. Their love and
support, so vital to Peter Petrakis given the loss of both of his parents since this project began, provide ample
testament to the heroic efforts required of families. This manuscript is small but sincere testament to all of our
families and is offered, humbly, in memory of Helen and Gene Petrakis. The modern experiments of the
Enlightenment and positivism, and their associated faith in the power of reason and science, have proven to be
incomplete at best, illusory at worst. In good measure, that is why the continuing conversation over whether
there can be foundations is termed postmodernism. In that conversation two dominant voices have emerged:
Every serious participant in the dialogue over foundations and foundationalism, from Heidegger to Rorty, as
well as the subject of this collection, Eric Voegelin, has had to come to terms with the challenges presented by
these two thinkers. Platonism, Christianity, and science. There is no foundation on which to base a true
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foundationalism, no metaphysical system that is not a human artifice. The existential consequence of these
observations for human beings may be a sense of meaninglessness, even of tragedyâ€”unless, of course,
human beings of a future age are possessed of the power and courage to seek a different perspective, one that
values life as opposed to those perspectives, notably Christianity and Platonism, that do not. If the cosmos is
fundamentally undifferentiated chaos, then the will-topower is that which gives it form and substance, shape
and meaning. Nietzsche has embraced a creative nihilism that is dependent upon an instinctual or
psychological constructâ€”the will-to-powerâ€”and in which 1. A Book for Free Spirits, trans. Cambridge
University Press, See Karl Jaspers, Nietzsche: Wallraff and Frederick J. Henry Regnery Company, Danto,
Nietzsche as Philosopher New York: Columbia University Press, , especially chap. Thus, his writings are
psychoanalytic, historical, polemical, and prophetic; and their form varies from the autobiographical to the
aphoristic. As he wrote in his autobiographical essay, Ecce Homo: Questions about the proper role of
language, as well as its form, continue to be a part of the debate over foundations 2. See, for example, Jacques
Derrida, Spurs: David Farrell Krell New York: Harper and Row, Walter Kaufmann New York: For an
excellent discussion of the many styles of Nietzsche, see Alexander Nehamas, Nietzsche: Life as Literature
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, , especially chap. In a much neglected set of pronouncements,
largely from Daybreak, Nietzsche anticipates Husserl and the phenomenologists. Rejecting the Cartesian
separation of subject and object, consciousness and world, Nietzsche explored the interior of the psyche, the
unconscious, and discovered its intimate relationship with the so-called exterior world. Consciousness of both
of these phenomena represents a vast and often disconnected array of images, descriptions, and insights, as
well as, of course, of a sense of the interactive relationship between these interior and exterior phenomena. In
this eruptive and episodic journey of consciousness, Nietzsche made two important discoveries: Or must we
go so far as to say: To experience is to invent? We are none of us that which we appear to be in accordance
with the states for which alone we have consciousness and words. The systematic task of exploring
consciousness and intentionality fell to that other, more subtle voice, Edmund Husserl, although Husserl
would not countenance philosophical uncertainty. The lack of a true philosophical science was a crisis of
immense proportion, and Husserl spent his life addressing the weaknesses of a philosophy that could not
deliver the truth. Thoughts on the Prejudices of Morality, ed. Maudemarie Clark and Brian Leiter, trans. A
Philosophical Biography, trans. Shelley Frisch New York: Norton, , especially chap. True to his vocation and
to his propensity for constant revision, Husserl turned the crises lectures into a major treatise, his final
philosophical work of the same name, but with the added, and again typical, afterthought subtitle: An
Introduction to Phenomenological Philosophy. In fact, Husserl had such admiration for the renewing effort to
found a primal philosophy, he would engage in such a venture himself. Yale University Press, , 4. An
Introduction to Phenomenological Philosophy, trans. Northwestern University Press, Kolakowski, Husserl
and the Search for Certitude, 4. This will open the gates to the new dimension we have repeatedly referred to
in advance. By transcendental, Husserl meant both a knowing that transcends the objects of experience and a
knowing that transcends individual subjectivities. As Quentin Lauer puts the matter: The human mind, in turn,
can do this only if the essences it seeks are available to it in the experiences it has. Yet, transcendental
subjectivity has the capability of discovering the essences that are given in the experience of reality and of
taking that essentially intuitive knowledge that appears to the mind and expressing it in rational terms. Lauer
describes this process very nicely: Husserl, Crisis of European Sciences, 7â€”9, 48â€”49, 52, 54, It is a world
at all, however, only if the essences of what it contains are not contingent, and knowledge of the world is truly
knowledge only if these essences, without contingency, are discernible by the human mind at work. Thus,
Husserl spends considerable attention, indeed a lifetime, exploring, elucidating, and defending a process of
inquiry, the phenomenological method, that will train the mind to recognize and make apparent the essence of
what has been revealed in experience. This method of eidetic reduction, purifying our consciousness of the
habits of accepting the conventional as true and of experiencing universals in the contingent world, is most
controversial. As some argue, it may be a very useful form of criticismâ€”indeed, in some ways it suffices as a
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radical form of self-criticismâ€”but as a method in which universal truths are discovered and agreed upon, it
has failed to deliver. It may be the case that universals can be discovered in some experience color, shape,
even movement ; it may also be the case that the essential character of those things that matter most to
humansâ€”the divine, freedom, purposeâ€”are elusive to the phenomenological method. An Introduction to
Transcendental Phenomenology, 2nd ed. Fordham University Press, , xvi. See also xiâ€”xxiii and â€” For
Voegelin epistemology is not philosophy, certainly not the foundation of philosophy. He attributes that
hesitancy to the study of the classics, whose presuppositions about philosophy and political order are radically
different from those of phenomenology. What motivated Voegelin to move beyond the notion of parallel
views of social action and political order was his gradual awareness of the need for a theory that connected the
experiences of everyday existence and the symbols that articulated those experiences. On the Theory of
History and Politics, trans. University of Missouri Press, , 45â€”46, 60â€”
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Postmoderns Searching for Foundations.

Biography[ edit ] Although he was born in Cologne in , his parents moved to Vienna in , and Eric Voegelin
eventually studied at the University of Vienna. The advisers on his dissertation were Hans Kelsen and Othmar
Spann. After his habilitation there in he taught political theory and sociology. He published two books on race
theory in Contrary to what Voegelin later suggested in his Autobiographical Reflections, [7] these books do
not criticise the race ideology as such â€” they merely criticise certain variants of race ideology while
advocating others. Both books were well received in Nazi Germany. Only from did Voegelin begin to see
National Socialism as a real danger. As a result of the Anschluss of Austria with Germany in Voegelin was
fired from his job. Narrowly avoiding arrest by the Gestapo, and after a brief stay in Switzerland, he arrived in
the United States. He was a member of the Philadelphia Society. Voegelin published scores of books, essays,
and reviews in his lifetime. An early work was Die politischen Religionen ; The Political Religions , on
totalitarian ideologies as political religions due to their structural similarities to religion. He wrote the
multi-volume English-language Order and History, which began publication in and remained incomplete at the
time of his death 29 years later. His Charles Walgreen lectures, published as The New Science of Politics, is
sometimes seen as a prolegomenon to this series, and remains his best known work. He left many manuscripts
unpublished, including a history of political ideas, which has since been published in eight volumes. The first
three volumes, Israel and Revelation, The World of the Polis, and Plato and Aristotle, appeared in rapid
succession in and and focused on the evocations of order in the ancient Near East and Greece. Voegelin then
encountered difficulties which slowed down the publication. This, combined with his university administrative
duties and work related to the new institute, meant that seventeen years separated the fourth from the third
volume. His new concerns were indicated in the German collection Anamnesis: Zur Theorie der Geschichte
und Politik. The fourth volume, The Ecumenic Age, appeared in It broke with the chronological pattern of the
previous volumes by investigating symbolizations of order ranging in time from the Sumerian King List to
Hegel. Although transcendence can never be fully defined or described, it may be conveyed in symbols. A
particular sense of transcendent order serves as a basis for a particular political order. A philosophy of
consciousness can therefore become a philosophy of politics. Insights may become fossilised as dogma.
Voegelin is more interested in the ontological issues that arise from these experiences than the epistemological
questions of how we know that a vision of order is true or not. For Voegelin, the essence of truth is trust. All
philosophy begins with experience of the divine. Since God is experienced as good, one can be confident that
reality is knowable. As Descartes would say, God is not a deceiver. Given the possibility of knowledge,
Voegelin holds there are two modes: Visions of order belong to the latter category. The truth of any vision is
confirmed by its orthodoxy, by what Voegelin jokingly calls its lack of originality. Voegelin often invents
terms or uses old ones in new ways. However, there are patterns in his work with which the reader can quickly
become familiar. He defined gnosis as "a purported direct, immediate apprehension or vision of truth without
the need for critical reflection; the special gift of a spiritual and cognitive elite. Relying as it does on a claim to
gnosis, gnosticism considers its knowledge not subject to criticism. Gnosticism may take transcendentalizing
as in the case of the Gnostic movement of late antiquity or immanentizing forms as in the case of Marxism. He
identified the root of the Gnostic impulse as alienation , that is, a sense of disconnection from society and a
belief that this lack is the result of the inherent disorder, or even evil, of the world. This alienation has two
effects: The first is the belief that the disorder of the world can be transcended by extraordinary insight,
learning, or knowledge, called a Gnostic Speculation by Voegelin the Gnostics themselves referred to this as
gnosis. The second is the desire to implement and or create a policy to actualize the speculation, or
Immanentize the Eschaton , i. According to Voegelin the Gnostics are really rejecting the Christian eschaton
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of the kingdom of God and replacing it with a human form of salvation through esoteric ritual or practice. This
stands in contrast to a notion of redemption that is achieved through the reconciliation of mankind with the
divine. Marxism therefore qualifies as "gnostic" because it purports that we can establish the perfect society on
earth once capitalism has been overthrown by the "proletariat". Likewise, Nazism is seen as "gnostic" because
it posits that we can achieve utopia by attaining racial purity, once the master race has freed itself of the
racially inferior and the degenerate. In the two cases specifically analyzed by Voegelin, the totalitarian
impulse is derived from the alienation of the individuals from the rest of society. As a result, there is very little
regard for the welfare of those who are harmed by the resulting politics, which ranges from coercive to
calamitous e. Immanentize the eschaton One of his most quoted passages by such figures as William F. The
problem of an eidos in history, hence, arises only when a Christian transcendental fulfillment becomes
immanentized. Such an immanentist hypostasis of the eschaton , however, is a theoretical fallacy. As it is later
then immanentized or manifest in modernity in the wake of Joachim of Fiore and in the various ideological
movements outlined in his works. Which is to have an understanding and control over reality that makes
Mankind as powerful as the role of God in reality. Voegelin was arguing from a Hellenistic position that good
gnosis is derived from pistis faith and that the pagan tradition made a false distinction between faith and
noesis. Furthermore, this dualist perspective was the very essence of gnosticism via the misuse of Noema and
caused a destructive division between the internal and external world in human consciousness. To reconcile
the internal subjective and external objective world of consciousness was the restoration of order. The belief
that the disorder of the world can be transcended by extraordinary insight, learning, or knowledge, called a
Gnostic Speculation by Voegelin the Gnostics themselves referred to this as gnosis. The desire to create and
implement a policy to actualize the speculation, or as Voegelin described it, to Immanentize the Eschaton , to
create a sort of heaven on earth within history by triggering the apocalypse [ citation needed ]. However,
interspersed in his writings is the idea of a spiritual recovery of the primary experiences of divine order. He
did not speculate on the institutional forms in which a spiritual recovery might take place, but expressed
confidence that the current year cycle of secularism would come to an end because, as he stated, "you cannot
deny the human forever. Later at an informal talk given at University College, Dublin, Ireland in , [25]
Voegelin suggested the Soviet Union might collapse by because of its failure to succeed in its domestic
commitments and external political challenges. Bermann Fischer , Stockholm
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