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The English Poetic Mind has 5 ratings and 1 review. Jeremiah said: Charles Williams certainly had a brilliant mind;
unfortunately, the reason this member.

The English Poetic Mind Here we are with another book summary. The English Poetic Mind. It was published
in by the Clarendon Press. Yet I would imagine the actual content of the lectures would have been a bit hard to
follow. The ideas in this volume are very profound. I have written about this idea before: It is that in which
every nerve of the body, every consciousness of the mind, shrieks that something cannot be. Entire union and
absolute division are experienced at once: It is about which English poets are good, better, and best. Williams
rates poets based on quantity, quality, and complexity of verse, and on how well they express and solve the
Crisis in their verse. Towards the very end of the volume, CW finally gives his thesis: Better late than never.
But it is a very rigorous standard: Only one poet passes. Indeed, CW includes this astonishing statement: I
suppose we each have our favorite minor poet whom we elevate above his or her deserving. He seems to have
read The Complete Works of each poet he discusses in this bookâ€”not only that, but to have read them in
chronological order, analyzed, understood, digested, and remembered the entire contents. Then he is able to
make huge, sweeping generalizationsâ€”such as this one: Always is a lot. Poetry, particularly the mature
Arthurian poetry, is of course another matter. But [there is a] large bulk of literary criticism compared to the
small bulk of mature poetry. Not only did CW write lots of literary criticism; these writings also contain many
extremely important ideas. Williams makes a bold claim to originality in his critical approach: He is more in
tune with the tide of his times than many readers realize, and anticipates huge movements that were just about
to begin in literary theory. For instance, he does not commit the intentional fallacy ; he is interested in the
personality, consciousness, etc. I could quote many passages to illustrate this. Here are a few: Love poetry is
poetry, not love; patriotic poetry is poetry, not patriotism; religious poetry is poetry, not religion. But good
poetry does something more than allude to its subject; it is related to it, and it relates us to itâ€¦. It reminds us
of a certain experience, and by its style it awakes a certain faculty for that experienceâ€¦. This sensuous
apprehension of our satisfied capacities for some experience or other is poetry of the finest kind. And there are
many, many more points I could take from this book. Yet I am writing a blog post, not an academic paper.
There is a theme of imagination and power running through this book. All throughout this book, he equates
imagination with power, which might explain his drive to read, study, and write great poetry: It was a means
to power. Power over nature, over people, over self, over the spiritual realm? Of this, I am unclear. If poetry
refers to nothing outside of itself, how then could the power be power over anything but over poetry itself?
Perhaps that is all. Perhaps that is enough. And yet CW ascribed real meaning to poetry, after all. How the
pattern is marred, the symmetry destroyed, the interrelated systems thrown out of synchronization. In closing,
let me quote Stephen Barber again. The fundamental idea behind these books is to treat English poetry as if it
were a single individual. And how does he sum up that single mind? What does that one psyche think about?
Well, here it is: Think about that for a minute.
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Fresh ideals came to the fore; in particular, the ideal of freedom, long cherished in England , was being
extended to every range of human endeavour. As that ideal swept through Europe , it became natural to
believe that the age of tyrants might soon end. The most notable feature of the poetry of the time is the new
role of individual thought and personal feeling. To Particularize is the alone Distinction of Merit. Poetry was
regarded as conveying its own truth; sincerity was the criterion by which it was to be judged. But feeling had
begun to receive particular emphasis and is found in most of the Romantic definitions of poetry. Another key
quality of Romantic writing was its shift from the mimetic, or imitative, assumptions of the Neoclassical era to
a new stress on imagination. Samuel Taylor Coleridge saw the imagination as the supreme poetic quality, a
quasi-divine creative force that made the poet a godlike being. Imagination, the Divine Vision. A further sign
of the diminished stress placed on judgment is the Romantic attitude to form: Hand in hand with the new
conception of poetry and the insistence on a new subject matter went a demand for new ways of writing. It
could not be, for them, the language of feeling, and Wordsworth accordingly sought to bring the language of
poetry back to that of common speech. Nevertheless, when he published his preface to Lyrical Ballads in , the
time was ripe for a change: Poetry Blake, Wordsworth, and Coleridge Useful as it is to trace the common
elements in Romantic poetry, there was little conformity among the poets themselves. It is misleading to read
the poetry of the first Romantics as if it had been written primarily to express their feelings. Their concern was
rather to change the intellectual climate of the age. William Blake had been dissatisfied since boyhood with
the current state of poetry and what he considered the irreligious drabness of contemporary thought. His early
development of a protective shield of mocking humour with which to face a world in which science had
become trifling and art inconsequential is visible in the satirical An Island in the Moon written c. His desire
for renewal encouraged him to view the outbreak of the French Revolution as a momentous event. In works
such as The Marriage of Heaven and Hell â€”93 and Songs of Experience , he attacked the hypocrisies of the
age and the impersonal cruelties resulting from the dominance of analytic reason in contemporary thought.
Here, still using his own mythological characters, he portrayed the imaginative artist as the hero of society and
suggested the possibility of redemption from the fallen or Urizenic condition. William Wordsworth and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge , meanwhile, were also exploring the implications of the French Revolution.
Wordsworth, who lived in France in â€”92 and fathered an illegitimate child there, was distressed when, soon
after his return, Britain declared war on the republic, dividing his allegiance. For the rest of his career, he was
to brood on those events, trying to develop a view of humanity that would be faithful to his twin sense of the
pathos of individual human fates and the unrealized potentialities in humanity as a whole. His investigation of
the relationship between nature and the human mind continued in the long autobiographical poem addressed to
Coleridge and later titled The Prelude â€”99 in two books; in five books; in 13 books; revised continuously
and published posthumously, The Prelude constitutes the most significant English expression of the Romantic
discovery of the self as a topic for art and literature. Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early
Childhood. Simultaneously, his poetic output became sporadic. In Wordsworth dedicated a number of sonnets
to the patriotic cause. The death in of his brother John, who was a captain in the merchant navy , was a grim
reminder that, while he had been living in retirement as a poet, others had been willing to sacrifice themselves.
From this time the theme of duty was to be prominent in his poetry. Both Wordsworth and Coleridge benefited
from the advent in of the Regency, which brought a renewed interest in the arts. A Vision; The Pains of Sleep
was published in Biographia Literaria , an account of his own development, combined philosophy and literary
criticism in a new way and made an enduring and important contribution to literary theory. His later religious
writings made a considerable impact on Victorian readers. Sir Walter Scott , by contrast, was thought of as a
major poet for his vigorous and evocative verse narratives The Lay of the Last Minstrel and Marmion Other
verse writers were also highly esteemed. Another admired poet of the day was Thomas Moore , whose Irish
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Melodies began to appear in His highly coloured narrative Lalla Rookh: An Oriental Romance and his
satirical poetry were also immensely popular. Charlotte Smith was not the only significant woman poet in this
period. He differs from the earlier Augustans, however, in his subject matter, concentrating on realistic,
unsentimental accounts of the life of the poor and the middle classes. He shows considerable narrative gifts in
his collections of verse tales in which he anticipates many short-story techniques and great powers of
description. His antipastoral The Village appeared in After a long silence, he returned to poetry with The
Parish Register , The Borough , Tales in Verse , and Tales of the Hall , which gained him great popularity in
the early 19th century.
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Germany[ edit ] German Romanticism was the dominant intellectual movement in the philosophy , the arts ,
and the culture of German-speaking countries in the lateth and early 19th centuries. Compared to English
Romanticism, German Romanticism developed relatively late, and, in the early years, coincided with Weimar
Classicism â€” ; in contrast to the seriousness of English Romanticism, the German variety of Romanticism
notably valued wit, humour, and beauty. Sturm und Drang , literally "Storm and Drive", "Storm and Urge",
though conventionally translated as "Storm and Stress" [6] is a proto-Romantic movement in German
literature and music that took place from the late s to the early s, in which individual subjectivity and, in
particular, extremes of emotion were given free expression in reaction to the perceived constraints of
rationalism imposed by the Enlightenment and associated aesthetic movements. Heidelberg Romanticism[ edit
] Heidelberg was the centre of the epoch of Romantik Romanticism in Germany. Philosophenweg , a scenic
walking path on the nearby Heiligenberg, overlooking Heidelberg. The Romantik epoch of German
philosophy and literature, was described as a movement against classical and realistic theories of literature, a
contrast to the rationality of the Age of Enlightenment. It elevated medievalism and elements of art and
narrative perceived to be from the medieval period. It also emphasized folk art, nature and an epistemology
based on nature, which included human activity conditioned by nature in the form of language, custom and
usage. The latter event ushered in a new era in Polish culture known as Positivism. Romanticism permitted a
flowering of especially poetic talent: Pushkin is credited with both crystallizing the literary Russian language
and introducing a new level of artistry to Russian literature. His best-known work is a novel in verse, Eugene
Onegin. Russian critics have traditionally argued that his works represent a path from neo-Classicism through
Romanticism to Realism. An alternative assessment suggests that "he had an ability to entertain contrarities
[sic] which may seem Romantic in origin, but are ultimately subversive of all fixed points of view, all single
outlooks, including the Romantic" and that "he is simultaneously Romantic and not Romantic". In Imperial
times the Russian aristocracy were so out of touch with the peasantry that Burns, translated into Russian ,
became a symbol for the ordinary Russian people. A new translation of Burns, begun in by Samuil Marshak ,
proved enormously popular selling over , copies. The poetry of Burns is taught in Russian schools alongside
their own national poets. Burns was a great admirer of the egalitarian ethos behind the French Revolution.
Whether Burns would have recognised the same principles at work in the Soviet State at its most repressive is
moot. The Swedish version was very much influenced by German literature. During this relatively short
period, there were so many great Swedish poets, that the era is called the Golden Age. The important
periodical Iduna, published by the Gothic Society , presented a romanticised version of Gothicismus , [15] a
17th-century cultural movement in Sweden that had centered on the belief in the glory of the Swedish Geats or
Goths. The early 19th-century Romantic nationalist version emphasised the Vikings as heroic figures.
Romanticism in Spanish literature Germany and England were major influences on Romantic Spanish poetry.
During the late 18th century to the late 19th century, Romanticism spread in the form of philosophy and art
throughout Western societies , and the earlier period of this movement overlapped with the Age of
Revolutions. The idea of the creative imagination was stressed above the idea of reason, and minute elements
of nature, including as insects and pebbles, were now considered divine. Nature was perceived in many
different ways by the Spanish Romantics, and Instead of employing allegory , as earlier poets had done, these
poets tended to use myth and symbol. The power of human emotion furthermore is emphasised during this
period. It was also influenced by Indian religions , especially the Upanishads. The movement was a reaction to
or protest against the general state of intellectualism and spirituality. Poet Walt Whitman â€” , whose major
work Leaves of Grass was first published in , was influenced by transcendentalism. However, much like
Emerson, Whitman does not diminish the role of the mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the human form and
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the human mind, deeming both worthy of poetic praise. Edgar Allan Poe â€” is best known for his poetry and
short stories, and is widely regarded as a central figure of Romanticism in the United States and American
literature as a whole. Poe, however, strongly disliked transcendentalism.
Chapter 4 : The English Poetic Mind by Charles Williams
The English Poetic Mind "Williams's deeper interest was in the way the nature of the act of poetic creation could be
grasped from the reading of the poems themselves and the means by which the artists reached into and spoke from the
hidden places of their imaginative power.
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