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One of the ironies of our society at the present time is that, as political passions rise, the knowledge of
American history is in decline. Particularly, how our system of constitutional government works. Or is
supposed to. The evidence of this decline is all around us. Recently, the Woodrow Wilson National
Fellowship Foundation conducted a multiple choice poll using questions used on the test administered by U.
Citizenship and Immigration Services and found a shocking lack of knowledge. We are witnessing the death
of the rule of law in favor of loud, disruptive political passion. The Foundation says passing the citizenship
test requires a score of at least 60 percent. The poll found older Americans did better, with 74 percent of
seniors answering enough questions correctly to pass. Fewer than 1 in 5 Americans under 45 cleared the
threshold. It would be an error to view these findings as merely an embarrassment. Knowledge of the history
of our country is fundamental to maintaining a democratic society. Which is imperiled today. Are you smarter
than a Texas Tech University student? Several years ago, a student group at Texas Tech University went
around campus and asked three questions: A study by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute surveyed more than
2, Americans and found that only half of adults could name the three branches of government. She was
particularly disturbed by the fact that only 2 percent of 12th graders correctly answered a question concerning
Brown v. Supreme Court in the past seven decades. Fewer than half of eighth graders knew the purpose of the
Bill of Rights on a recent national civics examination and only one in ten demonstrated an acceptable
knowledge of the checks and balances among the legislative, executive and judicial branches. The concept of
the Rule of Law or where it stems from is non-existent. Meanwhile, divisive rhetoric, and a culture of sound
bites threaten to drown our national dialogue. We cannot afford to continue to neglect the preparation of future
generations for active and informed citizenship. Freedom must be carefully cultivated and taught. Supreme
Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh 50, savage barbarians 48 If it is to endure, freedom is to be learned by one
generation then carefully taught one generation to another. As Cicero B. Constitution were careful students of
history, particularly the fate of early democracies in the ancient world, Athens and the Roman Republic. They
sought to learn lessons from the demise of those early democracies. As a result, they crafted a government of
limited power and divided that power between three separate branches, hoping that freedom would be
preserved in this way. The less we know of history, and we seem to know less each year, the further we move
away from what the Founding Fathers understood were the necessary prerequisites for freedom. As Thomas
Jefferson wrote in
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Because of his mother, Gibson retains dual Irish and American citizenship. In , Vincent Canby wrote that "Mr.
Gibson recalls the young Steve McQueen He expanded beyond acting into directing and producing, with:
Gibson turned down the role, reportedly because he feared being typecast. The students at NIDA were
classically trained in the British-theater tradition rather than in preparation for screen acting. Gurney , in
Telluride , Colorado. After Mad Max, Gibson also played a mentally slow youth in the film Tim. He appeared
in serial The Sullivans as naval lieutenant Ray Henderson, [31] in police procedural Cop Shop , [30] and in the
pilot episode of prison serial Punishment which was produced in , screened Following a one-year hiatus from
film acting after the birth of his twin sons, Gibson took on the role of Fletcher Christian in The Bounty in
Gibson earned his first million dollar salary for playing Max Rockatansky for the third time, in Mad Max
Beyond Thunderdome in Gibson then starred in the Gothic romance Mrs. Soffel for Australian director
Gillian Armstrong. In , after working on four films in a row, Gibson took almost two years off at his
Australian cattle station. Gibson next starred in three films back-to-back: Bird on a Wire , Air America , and
Hamlet ; all were released in In , Gibson appeared in Edge of Darkness , which marked his first starring role
since [38] and was an adaptation of the BBC miniseries, Edge of Darkness. On February 1, , Variety
confirmed that Gibson had been cast in the lead role of director S. Icon Productions After his success in
Hollywood with the Lethal Weapon series, Gibson began to move into producing and directing. Gibson has
also produced a number of projects for television, including a biopic on The Three Stooges and the PBS
documentary Carrier. Icon has grown from being just a production company to also be an international
distribution company and film exhibitor in Australia and New Zealand. Part II , [45] but he was removed from
the film after the cast and crew objected to his involvement. According to Robert Downey, Jr. Gibson had
long planned to direct a remake of Fahrenheit , but in the project was indefinitely postponed because of
scheduling conflicts. In , he directed the action-adventure film Apocalypto , his second film to feature sparse
dialogue in a non-English language. In addition to acting, Gibson has also directed four films, including
Braveheart and The Passion of the Christ; produced 11 films; and written two films. Mad Max series Main
article: The independently financed blockbuster helped to make him an international star. A fourth movie,
Mad Max: Fury Road , was made with Tom Hardy in the title role. They are sent to invade the Ottoman
Empire , where they take part in the Gallipoli Campaign. During the course of the movie, the young men
slowly lose their innocence about the war. Newcomer Mark Lee was recruited to play the idealistic Archy
Hamilton after participating in a photo session for the director. But thanks for coming in, I just wanted to meet
you. He had Mark Lee, the angelic-looking, ideal Australian kid, and he wanted something of a modern
sensibility. He thought the audience needed someone to relate to of their own time. The movie was both a
critical and commercial success, and the upcoming Australian actor was heavily marketed by MGM studio.
Gibson, then nothing will. He possesses both the necessary talent and the screen presence. My character was,
like the film suggests, a puppet. And I went with that. The resulting film The Bounty is considered to be the
most historically accurate version. Lethal Weapon film series Gibson moved into more mainstream
commercial filmmaking with the popular action comedy series Lethal Weapon, which began with the original.
Following the success of Lethal Weapon , director Richard Donner and principal cast revisited the characters
in three sequels, Lethal Weapon 2 , Lethal Weapon 3 , and Lethal Weapon 4 With its fourth installment, the
Lethal Weapon series embodied "the quintessence of the buddy cop pic ". He compared working with Scofield
to being "thrown into the ring with Mike Tyson ". Braveheart In , Mel Gibson directed, produced, and starred
in Braveheart , a biographical film of Sir William Wallace , a Scottish nationalist who was executed in for "
high treason " against King Edward I of England. In winning the Academy Award for Best Director, Gibson
became only the sixth actor-turned-filmmaker to do so. Gibson, who had previously been reported making
several homophobic statements, [69] now replied, "The fact that King Edward throws this character out a
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window has nothing to do with him being gay We cut a scene out, unfortunately The Passion of the Christ
Gibson directed, produced, co-wrote, and funded the film The Passion of the Christ , which chronicled the
passion and death of Jesus Jim Caviezel. The film was shot exclusively in Aramaic , Latin , and Hebrew.
Although Gibson originally intended to release the film without subtitles; he eventually relented for theatrical
exhibition. The film sparked divergent reviews, ranging from high praise to criticism of the violence. The
priests have big noses and gnarly faces, lumpish bodies, yellow teeth; Herod Antipas and his court are a
bizarre collection of oily-haired, epicene perverts. The Papacy has condemned racism in any form I want his
intestines on a stick I want to kill his dog. In a interview with Diane Sawyer , Gibson stated that he feels that
his "human rights were violated" by the often vitriolic attacks on his person, his family, and his religious
beliefs which were sparked by The Passion. Apocalypto Gibson received further critical acclaim for his
directing of the action-adventure film Apocalypto. The sparse dialogue is spoken in the Yucatec Maya
language by a cast of Native American descent. The opening weekend in 22 theaters was considered a flop:
Doss , played by Andrew Garfield. I just like telling stories. Like The Passion of the Christ and Apocalypto,
he wants this speculative film to feature dialogue in period languages. The film is to be distributed by Warner
Brothers Pictures. The announcement generated significant controversy. Although written as a private letter, it
was subsequently published on a film industry website. He explained that he was drawn to the Biblical
account of the uprising due to its similarity to the American Old West genre. It will be based on the heroic
story of the crew belonging to USS Laffey DD , who defended their ship from 22 kamikaze attacks. In a joint
statement, the Gibsons declared, "Throughout our marriage and separation we have always strived to maintain
the privacy and integrity of our family and will continue to do so. In an interview with Deadline Hollywood ,
Gibson expressed gratitude to longtime friends Whoopi Goldberg and Jodie Foster , both of whom had spoken
publicly in his defense. You have to put it all in the proper context of being in an irrationally, heated
discussion at the height of a breakdown, trying to get out of a really unhealthy relationship. But in my case,
the prosecutors and the judge agreed that it was the right thing to do. I could have continued to fight this for
years and it probably would have come out fine. But I ended it for my children and my family. This was going
to be such a circus. In , Grigorieva sued her attorneys accusing them of advising her to sign a bad agreement,
including a term that taking legal action against Gibson would compromise her financial settlement.
Descendants of the original native inhabitants of Mago, who were displaced in the s, have protested the
purchase. Gibson stated it was his intention to retain the pristine environment of the undeveloped island. His
former wife Robyn was president of the charity. Gibson and his former wife have contributed a substantial
amount of money to various charities, one of which is Healing the Children. According to Cris Embleton, one
of the founders, the Gibsons gave millions to provide lifesaving medical treatment to needy children
worldwide. Which is not always the healthiest thing for your psyche or anything else. Put it this way. My wife
is a saint. Episcopalian, Church of England. She prays, she believes in God, she knows Jesus, she believes in
that stuff. But that is a pronouncement from the chair. I go with it.
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Flipboard Produced By Lisa Freed, Doug Longhini and Steven Reiner Kathy Augustine was a rising star in the
Nevada Republican party, known for both her ambition and controversial tactics, when she mysteriously died
in She was a typical "Type A" personality, according to close friend Nancy Vinnick. All of her clothes were
all color coordinated. All of her suits were in order. She was a perfectionist to the T in everything that she did.
But when it came to men she had a soft spot. She could not make good decisions," her mother Kay explains.
By , after years of leading separate lives, the marriage was over. But before the separation agreement was
finalized, Charles suffered a stroke. He died five weeks later, with Kathy by his side. Kathy retreated to
Hawaii where, three weeks later, she stunned family and friends by getting married again. She married
year-old Chaz Higgs, her fourth husband. Eight years her junior, he was a registered nurse living in Nevada.
To many, they seemed an unlikely couple. In a matter of days, she was dead. As Kathy was laid to rest,
suspicion was growing about the cause of her death. In fact, the year-old had just been given a complete
physical, and her mother says Kathy was a picture of health. In fact, the preliminary autopsy found no
evidence of a heart attack, and no other obvious cause of death. But the medical examiner did find an
unexplained mark on her buttocks. And Reno police had received a tip suggesting Kathy may have been
poisoned. Detective Dave Jenkins launched an investigation. But Jenkins needed evidence that a crime had
been committed. Urine samples taken when Kathy arrived at the hospital were sent to the FBI. Two months
later, toxicology reports confirmed the presence of a powerful paralytic drug called succinylcholine. Proof,
Jenkins says, that Kathy had been murdered. Asked who killed Kathy, Det. Jenkins tells Roberts, "I believe to
the core of my being it was Chaz Higgs. After all, Kathy was known for being a controversial politician, with
a lot of enemies. But were they deadly enemies?
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Paperback Hello, potential readers. While some critics have said the book reads like a grad school thesis or
dissertation, this it was not. I actually wrote it while I was in college, but it was a labor of love that I produced
on the side. Most of it was written when I was around years old, though it took me a couple years to edit it and
get it published. I really do feel this is a unique look at the Death Metal subculture from an insider angle. I
spent many years penetrating every part of the scene shows, "metalfests", labels, zine-producers, touring
bands, radio stations, etc. I was surprised at how fully I was able to embrace and enjoy the music as well as all
of the social aspects of the subculture. At the same time, I did plenty of research on what had already been
published about metal heads, horror fans, and similar groups. With that said, a lot of the research done for this
book was very informal. Because nothing had really been published on death metal in particular with the
exception of some pretty unreliable sources , I relied to an unusual extent on "authorities" in the scene. I built
a rough history of the scene through extensive interviews with death metal fans and musicians who lived
through it. Quotes from these scene personalities and authorities are scattered throughout. These are not the
most reliable sources, but they were definitely the best available. I feel confident that I ended up with a
thorough and accurate sketch of the Death Metal scene. One of the readers who criticizes my book on this
page points out what he feels are three small but worrisome errors. In one case, he interprets a lyric differently
from me. In another case, he has found an editing error ["19th century author" should have read "19th
century-style author"]. And in a third case, he justifiably worries that I grouped one band with a series of other
bands from a different decade. In the larger paragraph, I was trying to illustrate the similarities in lyrical
content among these bands, but I phrased this particular sentence in such a way that drew attention to the time
period, and this was a mistake. For me the biggest failing in this book is the section where I report survey
results. But at the same time, the way I write about this group throughout the section seems to ignore my own
warning. In some ways, I wish I could go back and re-edit this, now that I know much more about conducting
social-scientific research. So what does my book offer? It also provides a nice broad sketch of scene dynamics
and the ways in which this subculture has functioned and changed over time. But most fundamentally and
most importantly, I do feel that the book really gives voice to the fans and musicians of death metal. It
provides a strong a challenge to some stereotypes about metal heads and the music they love. Later chapters
also discuss in detail the value and function of subcultures like the death metal scene, and the significance of
the lyrical themes and pervasive dark imagery of metal. To me, these are the heart of the analysis. Because it
was published by an academic press, the price tag is pretty steep. Thanks for taking the time to read this,
natalie.
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Billions of people across the globe have worn the cross as a symbol of faith. We read about the crucifixion in
the Gospels but we need history to fill out the gaps. Its meaning lives in these places still. Stephen found it
fascinating. His research intensified in with a trip to Israel and consultation with scholars and experts. This
book, Killing Jesus: Today, the millennial generation wants to know everything. Stephen says the somethings
need to hear about the real crucifixion. Stephen believes we are ready for it now. Evidence â€” There is proof
of Jesus and His crucifixion. This helped document what crucifixion was truly like. The Reason Why Jesus
was Crucified â€” He threatened a corrupt system and political system, much like threatening the mafia. The
temple was the NY Stock Exchange of its day â€” a global marketplace, an international hub. It was the only
place gentiles could pray in Jerusalem. Stephen says the temple was bigger than the U. Capitol Building and
the high priests were getting a cut of all the money that passed through the temple. High priests valued this
international trade. Jesus challenged the Jewish belief system and the corrupt ruling establishment. Stephen
says these are the three things Jesus did: Scourging in those days was whipping with an iron ring that had
leather straps with bone and metal attached at the ends to rip flesh away. Then the punisher would pull back
hard and tear pieces of flesh. This would expose bones, and sometimes organs. Josephus writes about this in
his accounts. This would cause a pulling on the chest so the person would have a hard time breathing and have
spasms. They would have to push down on their feet to breathe â€”rising and falling, gasping for air. The
masses and other leaders loved Jesus. Historical facts reveal the majority of Jewish people showed support of
Jesus. Even Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin, needed permission to bury Jesus at a great risk
and sacrifice to himself.
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Death, Passion, and Politics: Van Dyck's Portraits of Venetia Stanley and George Digby by Anthony Van Dyck starting at
$ Death, Passion, and Politics: Van Dyck's Portraits of Venetia Stanley and George Digby has 1 available editions to buy
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Chapter 7 : â€˜Antony and Cleopatraâ€™ Review: Ralph Fiennes Stars at the National â€“ Variety
The monument is not designed to put grief away, but stands like an angry gash in the heart of the U.S. capital. These
displays of mourning have in common the desire to keep grief alive They remind us that grief is not a "passionless" state
it is the opposite of depression The grief-stricken are intensely alive.
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'Death Metal Music: the Passion and Politics of a Subculture' is an excellent book to read while you've got some Nile,
Rotten Sound or Incantation pounding & grinding in the background. It compliments the music and reminds you of what's
unique and inspiring about the entire death metal genre.
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Poldark series 4 episode 1 review: Passion, politics and a tragic death sees the new run off to a flyer There is more
heartbreak and heroism in Cornwall as Aidan Turner's Ross sizes up a seat in.
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