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Chapter 1 : Operation Downfall - Wikipedia
The invasion of Japan never became a reality because on August 6, , an atomic bomb was exploded over Hiroshima.
Three days later, a second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. Within days the war with Japan was at a close.

On the other hand, Japan, bogged down in a seemingly interminable war with China and with diplomatic
relations with the United States rapidly deteriorating, sought an accommodation with the Soviet Union that
would improve its international standing and secure the northern frontier of Manchukuo against possible
Soviet invasion. This briefing was based on the belief that if such an attack occurred, the Soviet Union would
be too preoccupied with fighting Germany , thus making Japan feel less threatened by any possible Soviet
invasion of Manchukuo, allowing Japan to have enough provisions and capabilities to start a war with the
United States. This treaty would allow both Japan and the Soviet Union to avoid fighting on multiple fronts.
Stalin believed that his "problems can be solved in a natural way if the Soviets and the Japanese cooperate".
After concluding the nonaggression treaty, Stalin, in an unprecedented gesture, saw Foreign Minister Yosuke
Matsuoka off at the train station. This was symbolic of the importance Stalin attached to the treaty; it also
provided him with the occasion â€” in the presence of the entire diplomatic corps â€” to invite negotiations
with Germany while flaunting his increased bargaining power. On the same day, the same people also signed a
declaration regarding Mongolia and Manchuria. Later in , Japan, as a signatory of the Tripartite Pact ,
considered denouncing the Sovietâ€”Japanese Neutrality Pact, especially after Germany invaded the Soviet
Union Operation Barbarossa , but made the crucial decision to keep it and to expand southwards invading the
European colonies in Southeast Asia instead. It is possible that had Stalingrad fallen, Japan would have
invaded Siberia. General Tomoyuki Yamashita , known for his achievements in the Battle of Singapore , was
sent to Manchuria in July , and he may have been tasked with organizing the troops for the invasion. When
pressed by the Japanese Ambassador Naotake Sato , Molotov confirmed that the treaty did remain in force
until April The declaration of war followed nearly six hours later. Because of the time zone difference of 7
hours, [8] the declaration of war could be still dated August 8, , being presented to the Japanese ambassador in
Moscow at 11 p. Both Contracting Parties undertake to maintain peaceful and friendly relations between them
and mutually respect the territorial integrity and inviolability of the other Contracting Party. Should one of the
Contracting Parties become the object of hostilities on the part of one or several third powers, the other
Contracting Party will observe neutrality throughout the duration of the conflict. The present Pact comes into
force from the day of its ratification by both Contracting Parties and remains valid for five years. In case
neither of the Contracting Parties denounces the Pact one year before the expiration of the term, it will be
considered automatically prolonged for the next five years. The present Pact is subject to ratification as soon
as possible. The instruments of ratification shall be exchanged in Tokyo, also as soon as possible. In
confirmation whereof the above-named Representatives have signed the present Pact in two copies, drawn up
in the Russian and Japanese languages, and affixed thereto their seals. Done in Moscow on April 13, , which
corresponds to the 13th day of the fourth month of the 16th year of Showa.
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Chapter 2 : World War II | Facts, Summary, Combatants, & Causes | blog.quintoapp.com
Anonymous said SK has big bunch of US supporters. They want to invade NK. Bear in mind, SK needs US to approve if
they can delay a war game during winter Olympic Games.

Only a few Americans in were aware of the elaborate plans that had been prepared for the Allied Invasion of
the Japanese home islands. Even fewer today are aware of the defenses the Japanese had prepared to counter
the invasion had it been launched. Operation Downfall was finalized during the spring and summer of It
called for two massive military undertakings to be carried out in succession and aimed at the heart of the
Japanese Empire. In the first invasion - code named Operation Olympic - American combat troops would land
on Japan by amphibious assault during the early morning hours of November 1, - 50 years ago. Fourteen
combat divisions of soldiers and Marines would land on heavily fortified and defended Kyushu, the
southernmost of the Japanese home islands, after an unprecedented naval and aerial bombardment. With the
exception of a part of the British Pacific Fleet, Operation Downfall was to be a strictly American operation.
The second invasion on March 1, - code named Operation Coronet - would send at least 22 divisions against 1
million Japanese defenders on the main island of Honshu and the Tokyo Plain. Casualties were expected to be
extremely heavy. Admiral William Leahy estimated that there would be more than , Americans killed or
wounded on Kyushu alone. General Charles Willoughby, chief of intelligence for General Douglas
MacArthur, the Supreme Commander of the Southwest Pacific, estimated American casualties would be one
million men by the fall of During the summer of , America had little time to prepare for such an endeavor, but
top military leaders were in almost unanimous agreement that an invasion was necessary. While naval
blockade and strategic bombing of Japan was considered to be useful, General MacArthur, for instance, did
not believe a blockade would bring about an unconditional surrender. The advocates for invasion agreed that
while a naval blockade chokes, it does not kill; and though strategic bombing might destroy cities, it leaves
whole armies intact. The target date was after the typhoon season. Two days later, the United Nations issued
the Potsdam Proclamation, which called upon Japan to surrender unconditionally or face total destruction.
Three days later, the Japanese governmental news agency broadcast to the world that Japan would ignore the
proclamation and would refuse to surrender. During this sane period it was learned -- via monitoring Japanese
radio broadcasts -- that Japan had closed all schools and mobilized its schoolchildren, was arming its civilian
population and was fortifying caves and building underground defenses. Operation Olympic called for a four
pronged assault on Kyushu. Its purpose was to seize and control the southern one-third of that island and
establish naval and air bases, to tighten the naval blockade of the home islands, to destroy units of the main
Japanese army and to support the later invasion of the Tokyo Plain. The preliminary invasion would began
October 27 when the 40th Infantry Division would land on a series of small islands west and southwest of
Kyushu. At the same time, the th Regimental Combat Team would invade and occupy a small island 28 miles
south of Kyushu. On these islands, seaplane bases would be established and radar would be set up to provide
advance air warning for the invasion fleet, to serve as fighter direction centers for the carrier-based aircraft and
to provide an emergency anchorage for the invasion fleet, should things not go well on the day of the invasion.
As the invasion grew imminent, the massive firepower of the Navy - the Third and Fifth Fleets -- would
approach Japan. The Third Fleet, under Admiral William "Bull" Halsey, with its big guns and naval aircraft,
would provide strategic support for the operation against Honshu and Hokkaido. They would not cease the
bombardment until after the land forces had been launched. During the early morning hours of November 1,
the invasion would begin. Thousands of soldiers and Marines would pour ashore on beaches all along the
eastern, southeastern, southern and western coasts of Kyushu. Waves of Helldivers, Dauntless dive bombers,
Avengers, Corsairs, and Hellcats from 66 aircraft carriers would bomb, rocket and strafe enemy defenses, gun
emplacements and troop concentrations along the beaches. The Eastern Assault Force consisting of the 25th,
33rd and 41st Infantry Divisions would land near Miyaski, at beaches called Austin, Buick, Cadillac,
Chevrolet, Chrysler, and Ford, and move inland to attempt to capture the city and its nearby airfield. On
November 4, the Reserve Force, consisting of the 81st and 98th Infantry Divisions and the 11th Airborne
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Division, after feigning an attack of the island of Shikoku, would be landed -- if not needed elsewhere -- near
Kaimondake, near the southernmost tip of Kagoshima Bay, at the beaches designated Locomobile, Lincoln,
LaSalle, Hupmobile, Moon, Mercedes, Maxwell, Overland, Oldsmobile, Packard and Plymouth. Olympic was
not just a plan for invasion, but for conquest and occupation as well. It was expected to take four months to
achieve its objective, with the three fresh American divisions per month to be landed in support of that
operation if needed. If all went well with Olympic, Coronet would be launched March 1, Coronet would be
twice the size of Olympic, with as many as 28 divisions landing on Honshu. All along the coast east of Tokyo,
the American 1st Army would land the 5th, 7th, 27th, 44th, 86th, and 96th Infantry Divisions along with the
4th and 6th Marine Divisions. At Sagami Bay, just south of Tokyo, the entire 8th and 10th Armies would
strike north and east to clear the long western shore of Tokyo Bay and attempt to go as far as Yokohama. The
assault troops landing south of Tokyo would be the 4th, 6th, 8th, 24th, 31st, 37th, 38th and 8th Infantry
Divisions, along with the 13th and 20th Armored Divisions. Following the initial assault, eight more divisions
- the 2nd, 28th, 35th, 91st, 95th, 97th and th Infantry Divisions and the 11th Airborne Division -- would be
landed. If additional troops were needed, as expected, other divisions redeployed from Europe and undergoing
training in the United States would be shipped to Japan in what was hoped to be the final push. During the sea
battle at Okinawa alone, Japanese kamakaze aircraft sank 32 Allied ships and damaged more than others. But
during the summer of , American top brass concluded that the Japanese had spent their air force since
American bombers and fighters daily flew unmolested over Japan. What the military leaders did not know was
that by the end of July the Japanese had been saving all aircraft, fuel, and pilots in reserve, and had been
feverishly building new planes for the decisive battle for their homeland. Click Image for a larger view It will
come up in a new window so you can keep it handy for reference As part of Ketsu-Go, the name for the plan
to defend Japan -- the Japanese were building 20 suicide takeoff strips in southern Kyushu with underground
hangars. They also had 35 camouflaged airfields and nine seaplane bases. On the night before the expected
invasion, 50 Japanese seaplane bombers, former carrier aircraft and 50 land based army planes were to be
launched in a suicide attack on the fleet. The Japanese had 58 more airfields in Korea, western Honshu and
Shikoku, which also were to be used for massive suicide attacks. Allied intelligence had established that the
Japanese had no more than 2, aircraft of which they guessed would be deployed in suicide attacks. In August ,
however, unknown to Allied intelligence, the Japanese still had 5, army and 7, navy aircraft, for a total of 12,
planes of all types. Every village had some type of aircraft manufacturing activity. Hidden in mines, railway
tunnels, under viaducts and in basements of department stores, work was being done to construct new planes.
Additionally, the Japanese were building newer and more effective models of the Okka, a rocket-propelled
bomb much like the German V-1, but flown by a suicide pilot. When the invasion became imminent,
Ketsu-Go called for a fourfold aerial plan of attack to destroy up to Allied ships. While Allied ships were
approaching Japan, but still in the open seas, an initial force of 2, army and navy fighters were to fight to the
death to control the skies over Kyushu. A second force of navy combat pilots were to attack the main body of
the task force to keep it from using its fire support and air cover to protect the troop carrying transports. While
these two forces were engaged, a third force of suicide planes was to hit the American transports. As the
invasion convoys approached their anchorages, another 2, suicide planes were to be launched in waves of to ,
to be used in hour by hour attacks. By mid-morning of the first day of the invasion, most of the American
land-based aircraft would be forced to return to their bases, leaving the defense against the suicide planes to
the carrier pilots and the shipboard gunners. Carrier pilots crippled by fatigue would have to land time and
time again to rearm and refuel. Guns would malfunction from the heat of continuous firing and ammunition
would become scarce. Gun crews would be exhausted by nightfall, but still the waves of kamikaze would
continue. With the fleet hovering Japanese planned to coordinate their air strikes with attacks from the 40
remaining submarines from the Imperial off the beaches, all remaining Japanese aircraft would be committed
to nonstop suicide attacks, which the Japanese Were the aircraft really there? With regard to the 12, Japanese
aircraft available to strike our Army and Navy forces. I would like to tell you of my first hand encounter with
the so called strike force. The only problem they were only fuselages, not a single engine anywhere to be
found Upon concentrated investigation it was determined Japan was unable to produce the raw materials to
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build any engines. Fred was a Counter Intelligence Corps agent who had a specialty background in
investigating aircraft accidents for sabotage, etc. The Navy -- some armed with Long Lance torpedoes with a
range of 20 miles -- when the invasion fleet was miles off Kyushu The Imperial Navy had 23 destroyers and
two cruisers which were operational. These ships were to be used to counterattack the American invasion. A
number of the destroyers were to be beached at the last minute to be used as anti-invasion gun platforms. Once
offshore, the invasion fleet would be forced to defend not only against the attacks from the air, but would also
be confronted with suicide attacks from sea. Japan had established a suicide naval attack unit of midget
submarines, human torpedoes and exploding motorboats The goal of the Japanese was to shatter the invasion
before the landing. The Japanese were convinced the Americans would back off or become so demoralized
that they would then accept a less-than-unconditional surrender and a more honorable and face-saving end for
the Japanese. See Trinity for more on this! The goal of the Japanese was to shatter the invasion before the
landing. But as horrible as the battle of Japan would be off the beaches, it would be on Japanese soil that the
American forces would face the most rugged and fanatical defense encountered during the war. Throughout
the island-hopping Pacific campaign, Allied troops had always out numbered the Japanese by 2 to 1 and
sometimes 3 to 1. In Japan it would be different. Facing the 14 American divisions landing at Kyushu would
be 14 Japanese divisions, 7 independent mixed brigades, 3 tank brigades and thousands of naval troops. On
Kyushu the odds would be 3 to 2 in favor of the Japanese, with , enemy defenders against , Americans. This
time the bulk of the Japanese defenders would not be the poorly trained and ill-equipped labor battalions that
the Americans had faced in the earlier campaigns. The Japanese defenders would be the hard core of the home
army. These troops were well-fed and well equipped. They were familiar with the terrain, had stockpiles of
arms and ammunition, and had developed an effective system of transportation and supply almost invisible
from the air. Many of these Japanese troops were the elite of the army, and they were swollen with a fanatical
fighting spirit. Coming ashore, the American Eastern amphibious assault forces at Miyazaki would face three
Japanese divisions, and two others poised for counterattack. Awaiting the Southeastern attack force at Ariake
Bay was an entire division and at least one mixed infantry brigade. On the western shores of Kyushu, the
Marines would face the most brutal opposition. Along the invasion beaches would be the three Japanese
divisions , a tank brigade, a mixed infantry brigade and an artillery command. Components of two divisions
would also be poised to launch counterattacks. If not needed to reinforce the primary landing beaches, the
American Reserve Force would be landed at the base of Kagoshima Bay November 4, where they would be
confronted by two mixed infantry brigades, parts of two infantry divisions and thousands of naval troops. All
along the invasion beaches, American troops would face coastal batteries, anti-landing obstacles and a
network of heavily fortified pillboxes, bunkers, and underground fortresses. As Americans waded ashore, they
would face intense artillery and mortar fire as they worked their way through concrete rubble and barbed-wire
entanglements arranged to funnel them into the muzzles of these Japanese guns. Click Image for a larger view
Image courtesy Wikopedia On the beaches and beyond would be hundreds of Japanese machine gun positions,
beach mines, booby traps, trip-wire mines and sniper units. Suicide units concealed in "spider holes" would
engage the troops as they passed nearby. In the heat of battle, Japanese infiltration units would be sent to reap
havoc in the American lines by cutting phone and communication lines. Some of the Japanese troops would be
in American uniform, English-speaking Japanese officers were assigned to break in on American radio traffic
to call off artillery fire, to order retreats and to further confuse troops. Other infiltration with demolition
charges strapped on their chests or backs would attempt to blow up American tanks, artillery pieces and
ammunition stores as they were unloaded ashore. Beyond the beaches were large artillery pieces situated to
bring down a curtain of fire on the beach. Some of these large guns were mounted on railroad tracks running
in and out of caves protected by concrete and steel.
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Chapter 3 : What If North Korea Had Won the Korean War?
For more than a half century scholars and nonscholars alike have debated the ethics of dropping the atomic bomb, but
rarely have they studied the American plan to invade Japan, the alternative to using the bomb to end the Second World
War.

Japan tried to suppress Korean traditions and culture and ran the economy primarily for its own benefit.
Korean resistance groups known as Dongnipgun Liberation Army operated along the Sino-Korean border,
fighting guerrilla warfare against Japanese forces. Some of them took part in allied action in China and parts
of South East Asia. One of the guerrilla leaders was the communist Kim Il-sung , who later became the first
leader of North Korea. Division of Korea â€” Main articles: Division of Korea and History of North Korea
Suspected communist sympathizers awaiting execution in May after the Jeju Uprising At the end of World
War II in , the Korean Peninsula was divided into two zones along the 38th parallel , with the northern half of
the peninsula occupied by the Soviet Union and the southern half by the United States. The drawing of the
division was assigned to two American officers, diplomat Dean Rusk and Army officer Charles Bonesteel ,
who chose the 38th parallel because it divided the country approximately in half but would place the capital
Seoul under American control. No experts on Korea were consulted. The agreement was incorporated into the
U. Landlords and Japanese collaborators fled to the South, where there was no land reform and sporadic
unrest. Shtykov nationalized key industries and led the Soviet delegation to talks on the future of Korea in
Moscow and Seoul. In April , an uprising of the Jeju islanders was violently crushed. The South declared its
statehood in May and two months later the ardent anti-communist Syngman Rhee [62] became its ruler.
Shtykov served as the first Soviet ambassador, while Kim Il-sung became premier. Soviet forces withdrew
from the North in , and most American forces withdrew from the South in The two successfully lobbied
Joseph Stalin to support a quick war against the South, which culminated in the outbreak of the Korean War.
Alleged American war atrocities against the Korean people are the main theme of the museum. The military of
North Korea invaded the South on 25 June , and swiftly overran most of the country. As they neared the
border with China, Chinese forces intervened on behalf of North Korea, shifting the balance of the war again.
Fighting ended on 27 July , with an armistice that approximately restored the original boundaries between
North and South Korea. More than one million civilians and soldiers were killed in the war. As a result of the
war, almost every substantial building in North Korea was destroyed. Since the war, the United States has
maintained a strong military presence in the South which is depicted by the North Korean government as an
imperialist occupation force. The North failed in several assassination attempts on South Korean leaders, such
as in , and the Rangoon bombing in ; tunnels were found under the DMZ and tensions flared over the axe
murder incident at Panmunjom in In , secret, high-level contacts began to be conducted culminating in the
July 4th North-South Joint Statement that established principles of working toward peaceful reunification. The
talks ultimately failed because in , South Korea declared its preference that the two Koreas should seek
separate memberships in international organizations. Some scholars believe that the August incident
demonstrated independence. In , relations with Japan had improved somewhat, and North Korea began
allowing the repatriation of Japanese citizens in the country. The same year, North Korea revalued the North
Korean won , which held greater value than its South Korean counterpart. Until the s, economic growth was
higher than in South Korea, and North Korean GDP per capita was equal to that of its southern neighbor as
late as The North began reestablishing trade relations with China shortly thereafter, but the Chinese could not
afford to provide enough food aid to meet demand. Kim Il-sung died of a heart attack in , in the midst of a
standoff with the United States over North Korean nuclear weapon development. North Korea promised to
halt its development of nuclear weapons under the Agreed Framework , negotiated with U. There is much
speculation about this policy being used as a strategy to strengthen the military while discouraging coup
attempts. In , the government accepted UN food aid. Since the outbreak of the famine, the government has
reluctantly tolerated illegal black markets while officially maintaining a state socialist economy. Corruption
flourished and disillusionment with the government spread. President Barack Obama adopted a policy of
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"strategic patience", resisting making deals with North Korea for the sake of defusing tension. His youngest
son Kim Jong-un was announced as his successor. Mount Kumgang North Korean coast near Hamhung Early
European visitors to Korea remarked that the country resembled "a sea in a heavy gale" because of the many
successive mountain ranges that crisscross the peninsula. Mount Kumgang in the Taebaek Range , which
extends into South Korea, is famous for its scenic beauty. A great majority of the population lives in the plains
and lowlands. According to a United Nations Environmental Programme report in , forest covers over 70
percent of the country, mostly on steep slopes. Winters bring clear weather interspersed with snow storms as a
result of northern and northwestern winds that blow from Siberia. Approximately 60 percent of all
precipitation occurs from June to September.
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Chapter 4 : Mongol invasion of Europe - Wikipedia
Japan signed a neutrality pact with the USSR in April , shortly before the German invasion of the latter country. The
agreement pledged the signatories not to go to war with one another regardless of of other circumstances, e.g. a
German-Soviet war.

The Mongols invaded Central Europe with three armies. A second army crossed the Carpathian mountains and
a third followed the Danube. The armies re-grouped and crushed Hungary in , defeating the Hungarian army at
the Battle of Mohi on April 11, Other elementsâ€”not part of the main Mongol forceâ€”saw difficulty near the
Polish-Galich border. Surprise gave the Poles an initial advantage and they managed to kill many Mongol
soldiers. When the invaders realized the actual numerical weakness of the Poles , they regrouped, broke
through the Polish ranks and defeated them. During the fighting, many Polish prisoners of war found ways to
escape and hide in the nearby woods. The Polish defeat was partly influenced by the initially successful Polish
knights having been distracted by looting. King Wenceslaus I of Bohemia fled back to protect his kingdom
after arriving late and discovering the devastation the Mongols caused in those places; gathering
reinforcements from Thuringia and Saxony as he retreated. Invasion of Hungary[ edit ] Main article: Some
Magyars Hungarians , left behind during the main migration to the Pannonian basin , still lived on the banks of
the upper Volga it is believed by some[ who? In this letter, Batu called upon the Hungarian king to surrender
his kingdom unconditionally to the Tatar forces or face complete destruction. The first, in , was sent by the
defeated Cuman tribes, who asked for and received asylum in Hungary. The second was sent in February by
the defeated Polish princes. He also asked the papacy and the Western European rulers for help. Foreign help
came in the form of a small knight-detachment under the leadership of Frederick II, Duke of Austria , but it
was too small to change the outcome of the campaign. The majority of the Hungarian magnates also did not
realize the urgency of the matter. Although the Mongol danger was real and imminent, Hungary was not
prepared to deal with it; in the minds of a people who had lived free from nomadic invasions for the last few
hundred years, an invasion seemed impossible, and Hungary was no longer a predominantly soldier
population. Only rich nobles were trained as heavy-armored cavalry. The Hungarians had long since forgotten
the light-cavalry strategy and tactics of their ancestors, which were similar to those now used by the Mongols.
The Hungarian army some 60, on the eve of the Battle of Mohi was made up of individual knights with
tactical knowledge, discipline, and talented commanders. However, the Cuman invitation proved detrimental
to the Hungarians because Batu Khan considered this acceptance of a group he considered rebels as
justifications for his invasion of Hungary. After rumors began to circulate in Hungary that the Cumans were
agents of the Mongols, some hot-headed Hungarians attacked the Cuman camp and killed Kotony. This led the
enraged Cumans to ride south, looting, ravaging the countryside, and slaughtering the unsuspecting Magyar
population. The Austrian troops retreated to Austria shortly thereafter to gain more western aid. The
Hungarians now stood alone in the defense of their country. Battle of Mohi in a Medieval-era depiction The
Mongol invasion first affected Moldavia and Wallachia situated east and south of the Carpathians. Tens of
thousands of Wallachians and Moldavians lost their lives defending their territories from the Golden Horde.
Crops and goods plundered from Wallachian settlements seem to have been a primary supply source for the
Golden Horde. The invaders killed up to half of the population and burned down most of their settlements,
thus destroying much of the cultural and economic records from that period. Neither Wallachians nor the army
of Hungary offered much resistance against the Mongols. In the end, however, the main target of the invasion
was the Kingdom of Hungary. The Mongols, having largely concealed their positions, began their attack the
next night; after heavier-than-expected losses inflicted by Hungarian crossbowmen, the Mongols adjusted their
strategy and routed the Hungarian forces rapidly. A major Hungarian loss was imminent, and the Mongols
intentionally left a gap in their formation to permit the wavering Hungarian forces to flee and spread out in
doing so, leaving them unable to effectively resist the Mongols as they picked off the retreating Hungarian
remnants. While the king escaped with the help of his bodyguard, the remaining Hungarian army was
mercilessly killed by the Mongols or drowned in the river as they attempted escape. Following their decisive
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victory, the Mongols now systematically occupied the Great Hungarian Plains , the slopes of the northern
Carpathian Mountains , and Transylvania. Where they found local resistance, they ruthlessly killed the
population. Where the locale offered no resistance, they forced the men into servitude in the Mongol army.
Still, tens of thousands avoided Mongol domination by taking refuge behind the walls of the few existing
fortresses or by hiding in the forests or large marshes along the rivers. The Mongols, instead of leaving the
defenseless and helpless people and continuing their campaign through Pannonia to Western Europe, spent the
entire summer and fall securing and pacifying the occupied territories. On Christmas day , the costly siege of
Esztergom destroyed the capital and economic center of the Kingdom of Hungary , forcing the capital to be
moved to Budapest. They eventually reached the Austrian borders and the Adriatic shores in Dalmatia. The
Mongols appointed a darughachi in Hungary and minted coins in the name of Khagan. Rogerius of Apulia , an
Italian monk and chronicler who witnessed and survived the invasion, pointed out not only the genocidal
element of the occupation, but also that the Mongols especially "found pleasure" in humiliating local women.
Learning from this lesson, fortresses came to play a significant role in Hungary. Facing a shortage of money,
he welcomed the settlement of Jewish families, investors, and tradesmen, granting them citizenship rights. The
King also welcomed tens of thousands of Kun Cumans who had fled the country before the invasion. Chinese
fire arrows were deployed by Mongols against the city of Buda on December 25, , which they overran. To
improve their defense capabilities for the future, they had to build forts, not only on the borders but also inside
the country. In the siege of Esztergom , the defenses managed to hold off the Mongolians despite the latter
having overwhelming numerical superiority and 30 siege machines which they had just used to reduce the
wooden towers of the city. Batu sent a few tumens roughly 20, men at arms under Khadan in pursuit of Bela.
The major objective was not the conquest but the capture of the Arpad king. The poorly fortified Zagreb was
unable to resist the invasion and was destroyed, its cathedral burned by Mongols. Due to the strong
fortifications of Klis, the Mongols dismounted and climbed over the walls using nearby cliffs. The defenders
were able to inflict a number of casualties on the Mongols, which enraged the latter and caused them to fight
hand to hand in the streets and gathered a sizable amount of loot from houses. As soon as they learned that
King Bela was elsewhere, they abandoned the attack and split off to attack Split and Trogir. Some historians
claim that the mountainous terrain of Croatian Dalmatia was fatal for the Mongols because of the great losses
they suffered from Croat ambushes set up in mountain passes. Using similar tactics during their campaigns in
previous Eastern and Central European countries, the Mongols first launched small squadrons to attack
isolated settlements in the outskirts of Vienna in an attempt to instill fear and panic among the populace.
Wiener Neustadt took the brunt of the attack and like previous invasions the Mongols committed horrible
atrocities on the relatively unarmed populace. Unlike in Hungary however, Vienna under the leadership of
Duke Frederick and his knights, together with their foreign allies, managed to rally quicker and annihilate the
small Mongolian squadron. Austrian knights also subsequently defeated the Mongols at the borders of the
River March in the district of Theben. Invasion of Bulgaria[ edit ] Main article: This is unlikely, but rumor of
it spread widely, being repeated in Palestine by Bar Hebraeus.
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Chapter 5 : When the US Invaded Russia â€“ Consortiumnews
An independent kingdom swallowed by imperial Japan, Okinawa was the site of a brutal battle as the United States
closed in on Japan in early Fears of a more dangerous North Korea and a.

It has happened before. But Soviet â€” and now Russian â€” memory is much more persistent. The wounds of
foreign invasions, from Napoleon to the Nazis, were still fresh in Russian public consciousness in â€” and
even in Russia today â€” in a way most Americans could not imagine. These were the 27th and 31st infantry
regiments, regular army units that had been involved in pacification of U. Eventually there were to be about 8,
U. Judging from his memoires, General Graves was puzzled by how different things looked on the ground in
Siberia than his vague instructions seemed to suggest. For one thing, the Czechs hardly needed rescuing. By
the Summer of they had easily taken control of Vladivostok and a thousand miles of the Trans-Siberian
Railway. For the next year and a half, General Graves, by all appearances an honest and non-political
professional soldier, struggled to understand and carry out his mandate in Siberia. He seems to have driven the
U. For his troubles, it was hinted, absurdly, that the General may have been a Bolshevik sympathizer, a charge
that in part motivated the publication of his memoirs. At first this was carried out discretely through the Red
Cross, but later it took the form of direct shipments of military supplies, including boxcars of rifles whose safe
delivery Graves was directed to oversee. Domestic Intervention But the prospects for a victory by Kolchak
soon faded and the Whites in Siberia revealed themselves to be a lost cause. The decision to remove the US
troops was made late in and General Graves, with the last of his staff, departed from Vladivostok on 1 April
In all, American soldiers were killed during the invasion of Russia. The Soviet Union was formed on Dec.
Interestingly, pressure to withdraw the U. It is notable that during a Congressional debate on the Russian
intervention one Senator read excerpts from the letters of American soldiers to support the case for bringing
them home. Then, as in later U. Letter home for U. You want to know how I like the people? They are the
most ignorant things I ever saw. These people have only one ambition and that is to drink more vodka than the
next person. The American public is notorious for its historic amnesia, even as similar military adventures
were repeated again and again over the years since then. It seems that we may need to be reminded every
generation or so of the perils of foreign military intervention and the simple truth asserted by General Graves:
The result is not only an injury to the prestige of the foreigner intervening, but is a great handicap to the
faction the foreigner is trying to assist.
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Chapter 6 : Surrender of Japan - Wikipedia
On the international front, Hideyoshi did have some expansionist ambitions; he planned to invade mainland Asia on
several fronts, demanded that the king of Spain come to Japan to pay him homage.

He is the first American known to have visited Japan. He apparently planted an American flag and claimed the
islands, but there is no Japanese account of his visit. Regardless, his demands for a trade agreement remained
unsuccessful. Upon his return to North America, Glynn recommended to the Congress that any negotiations to
open up Japan should be backed up by a demonstration of force; this paved the way for the later expedition of
Commodore and lieutenant Matthew Perry. In , American Commodore Matthew C. Perry embarked from
Norfolk, Virginia, for Japan, in command of a squadron that would negotiate a Japanese trade treaty. Aboard a
black-hulled steam frigate, he ported Mississippi , Plymouth , Saratoga , and Susquehanna at Uraga Harbor
near Edo present-day Tokyo on July 8, , and he was met by representatives of the Tokugawa Shogunate. They
told him to proceed to Nagasaki , where the sakoku laws allowed limited trade by the Dutch. Perry refused to
leave, and he demanded permission to present a letter from President Millard Fillmore, threatening force if he
was denied. The Japanese Embassy to the United States Pruyn served from to [14] and oversaw successful
negotiations following the Shimonoseki bombardment. In the late 19th century the opening of sugar
plantations in the Kingdom of Hawaii led to the immigration of large numbers of Japanese. Hawaii became
part of the U. There was some friction over control of Hawaii and the Philippines. The two nations cooperated
with the European powers in suppressing the Boxer Rebellion in China in , but the U. President Theodore
Roosevelt played a major role in negotiating an end to the war between Russia and Japan in â€”6. Vituperative
anti-Japanese sentiment especially on the West Coast soured relations in the â€”24 era. The Agreement
banned emigration of Japanese laborers to the U. The agreements remained effect until when Congress
forbade all immigration from Japan. By the close of his presidency it was a largely successful policy based
upon political realities at home and in the Far East and upon a firm belief that friendship with Japan was
essential to preserve American interests in the Pacific First Lady of the United States , Mrs. Helen Herron Taft
, and the Viscountess Chinda, wife of the Japanese Ambassador, planted the first two cherry trees on the
northern bank of the Tidal Basin. These two original trees are still standing today at the south end of 17th
Street. However they did set up organizations such as universities and civic groups. They wanted converts to
choose "Jesus over Japan". The Christians in Japan, although small minority, held a strong connection to the
ancient "bushido" tradition of warrior ethics that undergirded Japanese nationalism. These demands forced
China to acknowledge Japanese possession of the former German holdings and its economic dominance of
Manchuria, and had the potential of turning China into a puppet state. Tensions arose with the American
immigration law that prohibited further immigration from Japan. Militarism and tension between the wars[
edit ] By the s, Japanese intellectuals were underscoring the apparent decline of Europe as a world power, and
increasingly saw Japan as the natural leader for all of East Asia. Japan took control of Manchuria in over the
strong objections of the League of Nations, Britain and especially the United States. In , it seized control of the
main cities on the East Coast of China, over strong American protests. Japanese leaders thought their deeply
Asian civilization gave it a natural right to this control and refused to negotiate Western demands that it
withdraw from China. American outrage focused on the Japanese attack on the US gunboat Panay in Chinese
waters in late Japan apologized , and the atrocities of the Rape of Nanking at the same time. The United States
had a powerful navy in the Pacific, and it was working closely with the British and the Dutch governments.
When Japan seized Indochina now Vietnam in â€”41, the United States, along with Australia, Britain and the
Dutch government in exile , boycotted Japan via a trade embargo. Under the Washington Naval treaty of and
the London Naval treaty, the American navy was to be equal to the Japanese army by a ratio of The foremost
important factor in realigning their military policies was the need by Japan to seize British and Dutch oil
wells. On July 26, the U. However, Tokyo saw it as a blockade to counter Japanese military and economic
strength. Accordingly, by the time the United States enforced the Export Act, Japan had stockpiled around 54
million barrels of oil. Headed to war[ edit ] Allied supply routes to China and India and attack lines against
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Japan, â€” President Roosevelt imposed increasingly stringent economic sanctions intended to deprive Japan
of the oil and steel, as well as dollars, it needed to continue its war in China. Japan reacted by forging an
alliance with Germany and Italy in , known as the Tripartite Pact , which worsened its relations with the US.
In July , the United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands froze all Japanese assets and cut off oil
shipmentsâ€”Japan had little oil of its own. The United States was firmly and almost unanimously committed
to defending the integrity of China. The isolationism that characterized the strong opposition of many
Americans toward war in Europe did not apply to Asia. The United States had not yet declared war on
Germany, but was closely collaborating with Britain and the Netherlands regarding the Japanese threat. United
States started to move its newest B heavy bombers to bases in the Philippines, well within range of Japanese
cities. The goal was deterrence of any Japanese attacks to the south. Furthermore, plans were well underway to
ship American air forces to China, where American pilots in Chinese uniforms flying American warplanes,
were preparing to bomb Japanese cities well before Pearl Harbor. When the war did start in December ,
Australian soldiers were rushed to Singapore, weeks before Singapore surrendered, and all the Australian and
British forces were sent to prisoner of war camps. Their role was to delay the Japanese invasion long enough
to destroy the oil wells, drilling equipment, refineries and pipelines that were the main target of Japanese
attacks. Decisions in Tokyo were controlled by the Army, and then rubber-stamped by Emperor Hirohito; the
Navy also had a voice. However the civilian government and diplomats were largely ignored. The Army saw
the conquest of China as its primary mission, but operations in Manchuria had created a long border with the
Soviet Union. Informal, large-scale military confrontations with the Soviet forces at Nomonhan in summer
demonstrated that the Soviets possessed a decisive military superiority. The solution was to send the Navy
south, to seize the oilfields in the Dutch East Indies and nearby British colonies. Some admirals and many
civilians, including Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro , believed that a war with the U. The alternative was loss
of honor and power. However, they did not speak for the Army leadership that made the decisions. In
response, the United States declared war on Japan. The conflict was a bitter one, marked by atrocities such as
the executions and torture of American prisoners of war by the Imperial Japanese Army and the desecration of
dead Japanese bodies. Both sides interred enemy aliens. Superior American military production supported a
campaign of island-hopping in the Pacific and heavy bombardment of cities in Okinawa and the Japanese
mainland. The strategy was broadly successful as the Allies powers, who gradually occupied territories and
moved toward the home islands, intending massive invasions beginning in fall Japanese resistance remained
fierce. The Pacific War lasted until September 1, , when Japan surrendered in response to the American atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki â€” among the most controversial acts in military history â€” and the
Soviet entry into the Asian theater of war following the surrender of Germany. The official Instrument of
Surrender was signed on September 2, and the United States subsequently occupied Japan in its entirety. The
Fat Man mushroom cloud resulting from the nuclear explosion over Nagasaki rises 18 km 11 mi, 60, ft into
the air from the hypocenter. He presents the oil crisis of as the confrontation of two diametrically opposed
concepts of Asian Pacific order. Japan was militaristic, and sought to create and control a self-sufficient
economic region in Southeast Asia. Franklin D Roosevelt and his successors were internationalists seeking an
open international economic order. The war reflected the interplay of military, economic, political, and
ideological factors. The postwar era led to a radical change in bilateral relations From stark hostility to close
friendship and political alliance. Japan under American tutelage , but then entirely on its own, rejected
militarism, embraced democracy and became dedicated to two international policies: Postwar relations
between the two countries reached an unprecedented level of compatibility that peaked around Since then,
Japan has become an economic superpower while the United States lost its status as the global economic
hegemon. Consequently, their approaches to major issues of foreign policy have diverged. China now is the
third player in East Asia, and quite independent of both the United States and Japan. Nevertheless, the strong
history of close economic and political relations, and increasingly common set of cultural values continues to
provide robust support for continued bilateral political cooperation. This was the first time since the
unification of Japan that the island nation had been occupied by a foreign power. The San Francisco Peace
Treaty , signed on September 8, , marked the end of the Allied occupation, and when it went into effect on
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April 28, , Japan was once again an independent state, and an ally of the United States. After the occupation[
edit ] Main articles: This equality, the legal basis of which was laid down in the peace treaty signed by
forty-eight Allied nations and Japan , was initially largely nominal. A favorable Japanese balance of payments
with the United States was achieved in , mainly as a result of United States military and aid spending in Japan.
Self-confidence grew as the country applied its resources and organizational skill to regaining economic
health. This situation gave rise to a general desire for greater independence from United States influence.
During the s and s, this feeling was especially evident in the Japanese attitude toward United States military
bases on the four main islands of Japan and in Okinawa Prefecture, occupying the southern two-thirds of the
Ryukyu Islands. Recognizing the popular desire for the return of the Ryukyu Islands and the Bonin Islands
also known as the Ogasawara Islands , the United States as early as relinquished its control of the Amami
group of islands at the northern end of the Ryukyu Islands. But the United States made no commitment to
return Okinawa, which was then under United States military administration for an indefinite period as
provided in Article 3 of the peace treaty. Popular agitation culminated in a unanimous resolution adopted by
the Diet in June , calling for a return of Okinawa to Japan. Military alliance and return of territories[ edit ]
Bilateral talks on revising the security pact began in , and the new Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security
was signed in Washington on January 19, When the pact was submitted to the Diet for ratification on
February 5, it became the subject of bitter debate over the Japanâ€”United States relationship and the occasion
for violence in an all-out effort by the leftist opposition to prevent its passage. It was finally approved by the
House of Representatives on May Japan Socialist Party deputies boycotted the lower house session and tried
to prevent the LDP deputies from entering the chamber; they were forcibly removed by the police. Massive
demonstrations and rioting by students and trade unions followed. These outbursts prevented a scheduled visit
to Japan by President Dwight D. Eisenhower and precipitated the resignation of Prime Minister Kishi
Nobusuke , but not before the treaty was passed by default on June 19, when the House of Councillors failed
to vote on the issue within the required thirty days after lower house approval. It was understood, however,
that Japan could not come to the defense of the United States because it was constitutionally forbidden to send
armed forces overseas Article 9.
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Japan invaded China twice, once beginning in , and again beginning in In the latter case, Imperial Japan was beginning
an attempt to expand its control throughout Asia and the Pacific.

From Detroit Museum of African American slaves. This is the land of the free, free slave labour and free
native Indian land, and printing free money for petrol dollars. From who, from North Korea? When have the
North Koreans attacked or threatened to attack Japan? What did the North Koreans do that is posing the
greatest threat to Japan? Building and testing their own weapons to protect themselves from the Americans
threat of an invasion is a threat to Japan? Which country had invaded North Korea? Which country had
colonized North Korea? Which country had turned Korean women into comfort women to satisfy the sexual
lust of the Japanese soldiers? The country that invaded, colonized and ruled North Korea is crying out loud
that North Korea is a threat. And it is using this very excuse to remilitarize Japan, the most cruel invader of
Asia and South East Asia, today pretending to be angels and a nation of peace, a nation threatened, exactly
like the Americans across the Pacific Ocean. A peaceful nation does not need to armed itself like Japan today
and wanting to have bigger armed forces when it is already the second biggest armed forces in Asia. The
Japanese armed forces and military capability dwarfed what the North Koreans have. A peaceful nation does
not need to rewrite its pacifist constitution so that it can go to war. The pacifist constitution is already good
enough for Japan to go to war when attack. Who is going to attack Japan? It was the Japanese that were
attacking everyone else in Asia, wanting to conquer Asia and the world. The slimy Japanese is following the
example of the evil empire, just find some excuses, or provoke another country and then demonise that
country as the provocateur or aggressor, then invade. They still believe they could run wild in Korea,
butchered the Koreans, turned them into slaves, their women into sex slaves. The Americans have divulged
their private discussion with the Japanese and revealed that the Japanese have plans to invade North Korea. So
by keep harping on a foreign threat, Japan would have good reasons to attack and invade North Korea again. It
would be nice to see how many Japanese big cities, including Tokyo, be flattened by the North Koreans just
like how the Americans flattened them. It would be nice to see a few nuclear bombs in Japan, bigger and more
powerful than the two dropped in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This is how mad the Japanese especially the likes
of Abe are. The victim countries of WW2 have changed and are as strong if not stronger than the Japanese
would want to believe. And the concentration of population in Japanese cities would mean the destruction
would be of unacceptable proportion. This is how devious the Japanese are, still thinking of going to war. A
leopard would not change its spot. The ugly and hostile and aggressive Japanese are up to their nonsense
again, to think of invading Korea and to colonise Korea, to have more Korean comfort women, to kick the
Koreans around. It is a pity that the South Koreans have forgotten the Japanese colonisation and humiliation
and would be on the side of the Japanese to kill their own brothers and sisters in the North.

Page 13

DOWNLOAD PDF DANGER TO THE LATTER IF THEY INVADE JAPAN 495
Chapter 8 : What China did and should learn from Japan
Operation Downfall was the proposed Allied plan for the invasion of Japan near the end of World War
blog.quintoapp.com planned operation was abandoned when Japan surrendered following the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Soviet declaration of war and the Soviet invasion of Manchuria.

The Invasion that never was It may be expected that the enemy will oppose the operation with full strength
Half a million American troops. More than ships. In the summer of , American military stratagists had begun
preparartions for Operation Causeway, the codename for a massive invasion of Taiwan by air, sea and land.
Chronicle of an invasion survivor Piles of books and historical texts about the Pacific war, sheaves of
declassified US government documents. Copies of military maps detailing the Taiwan invasion landing zone
as well as submarine and supply ship routes. Sheeks, the decades of interest and accumulation of data about
Operation Causeway is rooted in very personal reasons. Cancellation of Operation Causeway, Sheeks admits,
"greatly increased my chances of surviving to the end of the war. Sheeks was assigned to assist in the
interrogation of Japanese prisoners taken during the bloody island-hopping campaigns of Guadalcanal,
Tarawa, Saipan and Tinian Islands. On Saipan, Sheeks was awarded the Bronze Star for "heroic achievement"
due to his efforts in convincing hundreds of Japanese to surrender rather than fight to the death or commit
suicide. In spite of the brutality of the Pacific campaign, for Sheeks and his fellow officers, the prospect of an
invasion of Taiwan filled them with anticipation. Now working as a management consultant, Sheeks continues
to do research on the aborted invasion of Taiwan for a series of articles he plans to write on that part of WWII.
Fifty-three years ago, military planners in Washington and the Pacific Command were putting the final
touches to a plan to accelerate the defeat of Japan through the invasion of the Japanese home islands. From the
earliest days of the Pacific war, Taiwan had proven its worth to its colonial masters, making considerable
contributions to the Japanese war effort. From Taiwanese ports and airfields a reliable stream of men and
material for Japanese operations had poured into the Philippines, the Malayan Peninsula and Indonesia.
Manpower was also a significant contribution Taiwan made to the Japanese war effort. Taiwanese conscripts
were assigned to fight in the Pacific theater. Taiwanese aboriginal recruits in the Japanese Imperial Army
proved particularly valuable in the Japanese offensive against American forces in the Philippines in and In
spite of its role within the Japanese military machine, until mid , the Pacific war remained, for most
Taiwanese, a matter of newsreel footage and reports from Japanese troops in transit between combat areas.
However, by the second half of , events on the other side of the world had conspired to transform Taiwan from
its position of safe obscurity to a point of essential strategic importance for the Allied Command. For officers
in Washington and throughout the Pacific, Taiwan was increasingly perceived as a key jumping-off point for
the long-anticipated invasion of the Japanese home islands. While the American Joint Chiefs of Staff had
anticipated the necessity of an invasion of Taiwan in its "Strategic Plan for the Defeat of Japan" in the spring
of , Allied military successes in Europe had made the invasion of Taiwan appear far more realistic and
achievable. The result was "Operation Causeway," a detailed outline of the assumptions, objectives and
logistics of a massive land air, sea and land invasion of "Formosa and Amoy. The draft envisioned a
successful invasion of Taiwan as an essential component in the defeat of Japan. An attacking force of , US
Army troops and , marines supported by thousands more in planes and ships, matched even the huge force
which had taken part in the June 6 D-Day landings in France. However, later estimates regarding the scale of
the invasion indicate that the numbers of troops required would have been even higher. Estimates of the troop
numbers necessary for the invasion exceeded the number available in the entire Pacific area at the time,
requiring the invasion to be postponed until a massive transfer of troops from the European theater of the war
could be transferred to the Pacific. At the same time, one of the main strategic attractions and assumptions of
the proposed invasion - the access to Allied-controlled air bases on the East China coast - vanished, as the
result of a preemptive strike by Japanese forces. A copy of the original battle plan for the military assault
codenamed Operation Causeway, which would have sent hundreds of thousands of US Army, Navy and Air
Force personnel pouring into Taiwan in an attempt to overwhelm the occupying Japanese forces. This top
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secret document has recently been declassified by the US Government. A half century ago, however,
American military planners had very different plans for the beaches of Pingtung County. On detailed maps of
the island, American strategists plotted naval artillery barrages, strafing runs, napalm attacks and troop
landings in the heart of what is now the outdoor recreation center of Taiwan. Three days before the actual
landing of troops, ships stationed off the south coast of Taiwan would "initiate intensive attacks by aircraft
carrier-based planes in preparation for the assault. Air attacks would have been coordinated with
bombardments of naval gunfire by the hundreds of gunships around the coast. On the day of the invasion
itself, American army troops and marines would have hit the beaches at four different points. From each
beachhead, the American troops were assigned specific targets such as airfields and river crossings. Their
overall objective was the same, however. Troops that disembarked at Kenting would travel east to capture the
coastal town of Kung Kuan before heading south to help create a protective perimeter line from Kenting to
Tainan. Troops from this landing were assigned to move north before splitting into two groups. One group
would have continued north to capture the rail terminal at Kuan Hsing, while the other group would have
veered west to assist in the operations around Kaoshiung then known by its Japanese name of "Takao". After
disembarking, American troops would have rushed north to capture Pingtung City and its railhead. The task
force that landed at Talinpu was assigned to capture the City of Fengshan and then proceed on to take the port
city of Kaohsiung. After consolidating control of the southern third of the island, Navy "Seabee" engineering
units would have begun work on making the airfields suitable for fighter and bomber sorties on Northern
Taiwan and the home islands of Japan. Meanwhile, ground troops were assigned the grim task of pursuing the
Japanese northward in extensive "mop up" operations. In a seamless sequence unknown outside of a small
circle of military planners, the American strategists foresaw the landing of troops on Matsu and a further
invasion of nearby coastal regions of China, twenty and forty days respectively after the initial Taiwan D-Day.
Amidst the dry, technical phraseology of the American invasion plans for Taiwan, the unusually blunt warning
about the expected Japanese resistance to the attack stands out. But by mid, American military planners were
under no illusion about the ferocity of Japanese opposition to American landings. The thousands of American
lives lost on the blood-soaked beaches of Tarawa, Saipan, Tinian and Guadalcanal had vanquished the hopes
of even the most optimistic military planners that the Japanese would loosen their grip on their remaining
Pacific holdings without a fight. Throughout the American campaign to retake the Pacific islands lost to the
Japanese forces at the outset of the war, the invaders had learned hard, costly lessons on how the Japanese
could turn the most barren atolls into deathtraps that they were willing to defend to the last man. The intensity
of the Japanese defense of Taiwan would, military experts agree, have matched the savage fighting of earlier
Pacific campaigns. Unlike previous invasion sites, Taiwan had remained relatively unscathed by military
operations throughout much of the war. Unlike previous military engagements in the Pacific war, the duration
of the Japanese occupation on Taiwan had allowed the colonizers to develop valuable links with the local
Taiwanese population. Indeed, the size of the Japanese forces lying in wait on Taiwan for invading American
forces would have been exponentially higher than the relatively smaller groups of defenders encountered in
previous battles. In contrast; the Japanese defenders would have been able to count on reinforcements and
resupply from the relatively near home islands of Japan. Although Okinawa is much more concentrated in size
and closer to Japan than Taiwan; the Taiwan invasion could have been very similar," he says. As they did on
Okinawa, Sheeks says that defending Japanese forces on Taiwan, would probably have followed a "defense in
depth" strategy. Invading forces would have been allowed to land, relatively unopposed, then would have been
attacked in earnest as they gathered on the ground. Based on estimates extrapolated from the casualty figures
of the Saipan invasion, the US military predicted at least , American dead and wounded resulting from an
invasion of Taiwan. More tragic still would have been the even higher civilian casualties resulting from the
intense, extended bombardment the island would come under from both the sea and land. The effects of such a
large American presence so close to the Chinese mainland during the throes of the Chinese civil war could
very well have changed world history. Send email to BobSheeks aol.
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President Harry S. Truman, warned by some of his advisers that any attempt to invade Japan would result in horrific
American casualties, ordered that the new weapon be used to bring the war to a.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Both sides made legitimate arguments, but the debate also appears to have reflected
organizational competition. The report called for invasion of the Ryukyu island of Okinawa and the "home"
island of Kyushu in order to establish bases for a decisive ground invasion of the Tokyo Plain, the region
around the Japanese capital on the central island of Honshu. That pronouncement defined Allied military
objectives in the Pacific as "invading and seizing objectives in the heart of Japan," after "establishing [a] sea
and air blockade, conducting intensive air bombardment, and destroying Japanese air and naval strength. For
Admiral King and General Arnold, the Roosevelt-Churchill declaration was a commitment to continue and
even intensify their campaign of aerial destruction and naval strangulation. They saw an invasion of
Kyushu--if it should prove necessary--as a means of gaining bases from which to launch an even more
devastating air and sea campaign and thereby produce a surrender without having to mount a ground invasion
of the Tokyo Plain. The debate nonetheless continued through the rest of and the first few months of Admiral
King, while nominally sticking to the position that the end-game would be an invasion of the Japanese
homeland, advocated various operations to be undertaken between the seizure of Okinawa and the invasion of
Kyushu--for example, attacks on small islands and coastal areas of Japanese-occupied China between Formosa
Taiwan and Japan. Some analysts have postulated--plausibly--that these operations were seen by their
advocates as a way of creating more time for the bomb-and-blockade campaign to produce the surrender they
believed could be obtained without an invasion of the homeland. The strategic outline accepted by the Joint
Chiefs in July had specifically named Kyushu as the site for the initial invasion. But some planners--with
support from General Arnold--argued for attacking Hokkaido first. Although these discussions initially
focused on Hokkaido as an interim step between Okinawa and Kyushu, the debate evolved into an
examination of Hokkaido as an alternative to Kyushu. Nearly all members of the Joint War Plans Committee
see footnote 2 , however, strongly supported targeting Kyushu rather than Hokkaido. They also objected
strenuously to any diversion of resources toward an interim operation. Even at this stage, Admiral King and
Adm. William Leahy who was Chief of Staff for the President and who functioned as ex officio chairman of
the JCS remained reluctant to treat the invasion decision as a fait accompli. While not directly opposing an
invasion, they continued to advocate intermediate objectives along the China coast. But with the invasion of
Okinawa in early April , US military and civilian leaders clearly felt growing pressure to nail down the next
step in the Pacific strategy. By the end of April, agreement was reached that instructions would be formulated
for Pacific commanders to proceed with an invasion of Kyushu. While this was being worked out, MacArthur
and Nimitz issued a joint recommendation on one point on which they did agree--that the target date for
invading Kyushu should be 1 November The planning directive of 3 April had given 1 December as the
invasion date for Kyushu and 1 March for Honshu. Both MacArthur and Nimitz argued that scheduling the
invasion of Kyushu as late as 1 December would subject the operation to weather uncertainties that could
cause it to be set back to the spring of , creating a significant delay in ending the war.
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