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After several decades of varying usage often constructionism and constructivism, with or without the adjective
social, discursive construction, co-construction, joint construction; overlapping terms include interpretive
approaches, social approaches, constitutive, and constructive , social construction is the term of choice in the
21st century. SC is a theoretical approach used not only in communication but also in psychology, sociology,
philosophy, anthropology, linguistics, and education. As scholars in each of these disciplines tend to go in
different directions, and as there have been far more publications on this topic than could be included here if
all disciplines were considered , those within the discipline of communication are emphasized i. Although
clearly within the communication field, SC studies of media form a separate strand not included here. Two
conferences helped substantially in expanding the use of the concept within communication. CSC organized a
panel in evaluating the contribution of SC to the discipline, which was videotaped and analyzed in Robles
cited under General Overviews. Two nonprofit organizations have been established to pursue SC goals: There
have been several other relevant book series: As the combined product of a sociologist Berger and philosopher
Luckmann , this book set the stage early for the relevance of an SC approach to multiple disciplines and for
the emphasis on the role of language in shaping human understanding of the world. However,
second-generation publications frequently take Berger and Luckmann for granted and no longer even cite
them. Their ideas were obviously grounded in earlier work, and many authors have found it helpful to return
to those sources. Berger, Peter, and Thomas Luckmann. The social construction of reality: A treatise in the
sociology of knowledge. Still a good introduction, though the prose is dense; other overviews and
introductions are typically deemed more accessible. The communicative construction of reality and sequential
analysis: Qualitative Sociology Review 9. Users without a subscription are not able to see the full content on
this page. Please subscribe or login. How to Subscribe Oxford Bibliographies Online is available by
subscription and perpetual access to institutions. For more information or to contact an Oxford Sales
Representative click here.
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could be through their race, religion, and ethnicity or where they come from. Each one of these can have
similar or different ways to communicate. Social background It has been suggested by Laing and Chazan in
fontang that some children grow up within environmental and social circumstances which may restrict the
children to explore their environment and develop language and communication skills through positive and
stimulating interactions with others. Circumstances such as poverty, family size and parental background.
Research indicates that poverty and related problems may affect proving opportunity to stimulated language
environment such as, not having access to a local library or travel costs to places. It depends on how
individual families use language, some families see language and learning as very important and pass this on
to their children, where as other families have different priorities. Since communication is rapidly changing
due to increasing technology, things such as power points and visual aids can help in getting your point made.
When communicating with other adults when in a meeting, giving feedback etcâ€¦ it is important to avoid
using technical language unless you are sure they understand the meaning. With regards to meeting it is
important to prepare for them, this could be through reading the agenda or you may have been asked to
provide information. This can give you opportunity to contribute in the meeting, ensuring your contributions
are relevant and helpful to the staff team. When expressing your opinions it is important to be clear, official
and demonstrate respect for other contributions made. Also make notes during the meeting to remind yourself
of any action you need to take. Formal communication Formal communication includes all the instances
where communication has to occur in a set formal format. Typically this can include all sorts of business
communication. The style of communication in this form is very formal and official e. Formal communication
is generally straight forward, official, always precise and has a stringent and rigid tone. Informal
communication Informal communication includes instances of free unrestrained communication between
people who share a casual rapport with each other. Informal communication requires two people to have a
similar wavelength and hence occurs between family and friends. Informal communication does not have any
rigid rules and guidelines. Informal conversations need not necessarily have boundaries of time, place or even
subjects for that matter. It is important to think about the level of professionalism required. This could be
through the way you conduct yourself and through body language. For example, if in a meeting and an
important issue arises , you should take high interest at getting any issues dealt with but keep the situation
calm and none threatening.. Sarcasm, inappropriate jokes and other behaviour should be left to your social
time. This is not a place for informal attitudes, a professional stance is required with a level amount of
understanding and respect. Cultural background We live in a multiracial and multicultural society. Children
are brought up in a variety of different backgrounds for example, British society once considered that children
should not speak until spoken to. Whereas children from many non-English speaking backgrounds may be
used to be more adult patterns of speech and more direct instruction. More essays like this:
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Networks and outgroup communication competence Intracultural versus intercultural networks Acculturation
and adjustment[ edit ] Communication acculturation This theory attempts to portray "cross-cultural adaptation
as a collaborative effort in which a stranger and the receiving environment are engaged in a joint effort.
Assimilation , deviance , and alienation states Assimilation and adaption are not permanent outcomes of the
adaption process; rather, they are temporary outcomes of the communication process between hosts and
immigrants. Assimilation can be either forced or done voluntarily depending on situations and conditions.
Regardless of the situation or the condition it is very rare to see a minority group replace and or even forget
their previous cultural practices. Hajda, a representative theorist and researcher of social alienation says: A
common past reduces misunderstanding. Definition, metaphor, feedforward, and Basic English are partial
linguistic remedies for a lack of shared experience. Individuals sometimes view things similarly, but other
times have very different views in which they see the world. The ways in which they view the world are
shaped by the experiences they have and through the social group they identify themselves to be a part of.
Genderlect theory â€” "Male-female conversation is cross-cultural communication. Masculine and feminine
styles of discourse are best viewed as two distinct cultural dialects rather than as inferior or superior ways of
speaking. Marxism â€” aims to explain class struggle and the basis of social relations through economics.
History of assimilation[ edit ] Forced assimilation was very common in the European colonial empires the
18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. Colonial policies regarding religion conversion, the removal of children, the
division of community property, and the shifting of gender roles primarily impacted North and South
America, Australia, Africa, and Asia. Voluntary assimilation has also been a part of history dating back to the
Spanish Inquisition of the late 14th and 15th centuries, when many Muslims and Jews voluntarily converted to
Roman Catholicism as a response to religious prosecution while secretly continuing their original practices.
Another example is when the Europeans moved to the United States. Intercultural communication thus needs
to bridge the dichotomy between appropriateness and effectiveness: Valued rules, norms, and expectations of
the relationship are not violated significantly. Valued goals or rewards relative to costs and alternatives are
accomplished. Competent communication is an interaction that is seen as effective in achieving certain
rewarding objectives in a way that is also related to the context in which the situation occurs. As well as goal
attainment is also a focus within intercultural competence and it involves the communicator to convey a sense
of communication appropriateness and effectiveness in diverse cultural contexts. The capacity to avoid
ethnocentrism is the foundation of intercultural communication competence. People must be aware that to
engage and fix intercultural communication there is no easy solution and there is not only one way to do so.
Listed below are some of the components of intercultural competence. A judgment that a person is competent
is made in both a relational and situational context. This means that competence is not defined as a single
attribute, meaning someone could be very strong in one section and only moderately good in another.
Situationally speaking competence can be defined differently for different cultures. For example, eye contact
shows competence in western cultures whereas, Asian cultures find too much eye contact disrespectful. The
behaviours that lead to the desired outcome being achieved. This has to do with emotional associations as they
communicate interculturally. These two things play a part in motivation. Terms people use to explain
themselves and their perception of the world. Behaving in ways that shows one understands the point of view
of others Task role behaviour: Tolerance for unknown and ambiguity: The ability to react to new situations
with little discomfort. Responding to others in descriptive, non-judgmental ways.
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Communication context will, for example, be different for a television broadcaster than for a door-to-door
salesperson. A communications context can be thought of as the environment or human eco-system, in which
communication takes place. Determining the context of a particular instance of communication involves
considering the cultural, historical, psychological, social and physical factors at play. Historical Context The
historical context involves the expectation of the speaker and the audience in situations that happen regularly
or have happened in the past. If, for example, an individual does an annual sales presentation for a particular
client there will, over time, evolve certain expectations about what will happen and how things will go. That
does not mean that the same thing must happen every time, but the speaker should be aware of both their own
historical expectations and that of the audience. Psychological Context The psychological context refers to the
mood and emotions of the audience, as well as the speaker to a lesser extent. For example, if a speaker is
making a presentation at a conference with several days of various speakers doing presentations, the
psychology of the audience will be different in the morning of the first day than it will in the evening of the
last day. The mood following dinner will be different than the mood right before dinner. Cultural Context
Cultural context is one of the most obvious factors of communication, but it is also one of the most important.
Culture relates to the beliefs and values of a group. The way material is effectively presented to a group of
teenage boys will be different from the way it is effectively presented to a group of elderly women. The best
way to present information to a group of Wall Street stock brokers will be different than the best way to
present that same information to a group of California surfers. It is always critically important that a speaker
understand the cultural expectations of the audience. Social Context Social context is a personal matter. It
involves the relationship of the speaker and the audience and the expectations involved in that relationship.
The way an individual communicates with his employer will be different from the way he communicates with
a drinking buddy. The way a teacher makes a request to her students will be different from the way she
communicates the request to her spouse. Physical Context There is a time and place for everything, and that is
where physical context comes in. The physical context involves the actual location, the time of day, the
lighting, noise level and related factors. A speaker at a political rally might shout, pound the podium and use
inflammatory language to get an audience excited. At many political rallies, this type of behavior is expected.
Doing the same thing with a small group of friends around a fireplace late at night would produce a very
different reaction.
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Constructing ethnicity statistics in talk-in-interaction: Novek discusses how public and scholarly metaphors
used to talk about literacy associate it with personal attributes. The language itself, and its connotation, shape
how literacy is thought and talked about and constrain engagement with the economic, social and political
problems involved in literacy. The focus on social reality is perhaps why discussions of ontological or
epistemological relationships between social construction and reality do not come up. The articles emphasize
different aspects of social construction, but with overlapping meanings. The progressive understandings of
time and agency are not simply inherent in narrative or in human experience; rather, they are social
constructions we have overlearned and hence take to be somehow external to us, truly independent of our
interpretive processes. Nonetheless, it is mentioned in the content of the article and indeed informs much of
the article. But rather than focusing on the social construction perspective, as Russell and Babrow do in their
more theoretically oriented article, Wilkinson focuses more on how the constructions are achieved: The
conventions used in statistical data collection, analysis and reporting construct particular kinds of
representations of the world. In particular, official statistics are instrumental in constructing and reinforcing
the social categories. Socially constructed facts offer their own perspectives and ways of viewing the world
which are then taken as normal or real. This does not necessarily line up neatly with whether a paper is more
theoretical or more empirical. Empirical papers can reference social construction in a literature review without
the purpose of their paper being to talk about social construction in such cases the term is used as a sort of
starting point or background assumption. This question will be considered at the end of the paper. Uses of
social construction in communication are partly characterized, perhaps unsurprisingly, by discussions of
communication as the constructing activity. This may be part of what gives the concept capital in
communication in particular. They also each differ in their own implications. The multiplicity of these
meanings and their often-implicit nature can be quite valuable. This flexibility in interpretation makes the term
useful, but also may make its interpretations broad beyond the point of meaningfulness or could obscure
paradoxes in unarticulated assumptions. Sometimes the term is used to investigate an idea. Sometimes the
term is used as a reference to a starting assumption. Though this was not analyzed, ideas related to the term
can also be used without mentioning the term at all. These scholarly practices indicate that there is variation in
how the term is used and how important using it is assumed to be. Do similar practices in use occur in more
metadiscursive contexts which are explicitly about social construction? The next section focuses on such
contexts as well as exploring potential differences in spoken discourse in intellectual discussion. For this
reason, the remainder of this paper briefly discusses discourse about social construction in two
Communication Yearbook contributions the contribution from is a response to the contribution from and in
particular analyzes more naturally occurring discourse in a recorded special panel on social construction which
occurred at the National Communication Association in As Craig notes in his discussion of communication as
a practice, one indicator of the status of a practice is that a metadiscourse is generated about it with regard to
how it is or should be done and how it could be done better. They use the metaphor of conversation for their
approach, and their characterization of social construction is highly interpersonal and relational. Because both
scholars are associated with interpersonal communication and therapy research, this is not surprising. These
interpersonal and relational connections to social construction are still a couple of the many associations with
the concept, as will be shown in the analysis of the third context. Social construction is offered not as a theory
but as a metatheoretical approach. Social construction is dissociated from the ontological and epistemological
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concerns which have characterized its emerging use, and reconstituted as a practical theoretical orientation.
The authors work to broaden social construction perspectives beyond U. The chapter also looks at social
construction in context as a way to address the critique against social construction as relativist and nonrealist:
Bartesaghi and Castor use examples of ways in which social construction can be applied in order to get at
important questions of materiality, agency, and consequentiality. Their use of social construction indicates a
change insofar as social construction can be applied as a framework for improving communication practice.
Thus it is not just a descriptive or ontological theory about the world, nor a research approach which
implicates certain methodologies, but a practical theory with implications for application. These two published
contexts reviewed social construction in an explicit way. The term was explored as a theoretical and
metatheoretical concept with empirical and practical implications. The third context is in many ways the most
interesting for discourse analysis because it features spoken discourse albeit prepared and sometimes read
presentations. This context will be looked at in more detail than the previous two: At this panel, five
communication scholars shared thoughts on social construction before opening the discussion to the room:
Each participant took up a slightly different concern with the idea of social construction. Leeds-Hurwitz
focused on disciplinary implications and the need to expand on the resources scholars use to do social
construction research. She emphasized particularly the ways in which social constructions often mask their
constructedness, becoming normalized and reified within particular boundaries of their own making and
leaving less room for reflection. Witteborn took a similar tack, questioning the cultural basis of social
construction as a perspective. Bartesaghi took up concerns with the consequentiality, materiality and purported
relativism of taking a social constructionist approach. She recounted her experiences teaching a graduate
course and the varying emotional and intellectual responses to the idea of oppression as a social construct.
This highlighted the way in which critical concerns have often sought to challenge social construction:
Bartesaghi used this example to show how people construct the meanings of experiences based on the
consequences of interpreting experiences as social constructions. Black offered views on how social
construction has been put into practice in the context of public deliberation and dialogue and how practitioners
have brought people with differing worldviews together to socially construct new understandings in the face of
conflict. This addressed the potentially usefulness of social construction as an ordinary practice and not just a
metatheoretical approach. The panel participants tackled numerous ways of using and talking about social
construction in their presented material. These views on social construction can be associated with different
assumptions. Some for instance were more critical and others more practical. These assumptions point to some
of the aspects of social construction which are not routinely explicated, as demonstrated by how they were
responded to in the follow-up questions at the end of the panel. The question-and-answer session, which
comprised the last 14 minutes of the panel, included questions from the audience each of which were
responded to by most panel members. The analysis below looks at three moments during this period to look
into ways in which social constructionist concepts are constructed in ongoing talk. In response to the first
question Castor discusses multivocality and addresses the concern of relativism. Here, relationality is more
associated with a Bakhtinian sense of the interplay of ideologies. In this example, Castor draws on various
ideas related to social construction, but all are recognizable in ways that open them up for potential further
inquiry. Excerpt 1 In this exchange, the questioner in the audience draws attention to the concept of agency.
Though implicated in the concept of construction, this concept is not one which has often been explicitly
discussed in communication research. Though it would doubtless be acknowledged by most that participants
are both creative and constrained in doing constructions, the critical approach is marked by a tendency to
notice constraints. The participants align quite strongly with what was said lines 7, 8, 10, 11 but display some
hesitation to discuss it further the long delay of response in line 6, the teasing return of the question on line
This does not mean the topic was not going to be elaborated. In fact, conference panels seem to routinely do
this sort of thing with certain kinds of questions: Sometimes this will be followed by several or even all
members taking subsequent turns. It is possible that the panel might have responded eventually, but another
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member of the audience interjects during the laughter on line Excerpt 2 In the second excerpt, the question of
ontology returns and is linked explicitly to reality. This term is associated with the social constructionist
approach, which does not assume that one epistemology is better or more accurate than another. In these two
prior excerpts, there seems to be a tension between the way people refer to social constructionist concepts in
relation to commonly-delineated metatheoretical boundaries in communication research critical, positivist
social scientists, constructionist social scientists. In excerpt 1, constructionists are in a sense called to account
for a concept relevant to critical research: This concept is related to the meaning of social construction: In
excerpt 2, the questioner separates critical scholars from social scientists, but refers to social scientists to mean
positivistic social scientists. However, a critical approach can reignite the ontological reality question because
some critical scholars see social constructions as illusory perhaps part of the legacy of Marxist false
consciousness. What seems to be going on is that the audience is made up of differently-identified groups of
people: In the two excerpts discussed above, social constructionist concepts were linked to different
assumptions and different ways of categorizing intellectual commitments. But these terms are largely used
unproblematically, as if everyone will share the same interpretations of them. Unfortunately, not all
interpretations are explained or made explicit, even in situations where their use is visible and under
interrogation. The section highlighted differences in uses of the term in two state-of-the-art publications before
moving to an example of spoken discussions in the context of a conference panel about social construction.
Following a brief summary of how social construction was used differently in each panel presentation, I
analyzed talk during the question-and-answer phase of the panel to see what other uses of the term might
emerge. The next section summarizes the project and its conclusions, discusses implications for practice,
considers limitations, and offers directions for future research. This was followed by a look at two
state-of-the-art publications about social construction, and a convention panel on the theme. Across these
cases, social construction was referred to in different ways. Although many of its uses and meanings cohered
around similar themes, differences and contradictions arose. These meanings are certainly related as well as
valuable. On the other hand, this can cause potential interactional troubles. In the sense defined by Tracy and
colleagues e. One trouble with the multiplicity of social construction meanings is that people may not realize
they are talking about different things. Another trouble is that the different meanings implicated by a single
concept may sometimes contradict. This is highlighted by the ontological distinctions assumed to characterize
post-positivist social scientists, critical scholars, and social constructionists. This is different from seeing all
social life as constructed, and more different still from seeing everything in general as constructed. Indeed, the
quotation is representative of the analysis of the prior section and suggests a possible reason for how the
differing ideas about social construction in communication scholarship have come to be. As with scientific
thought experiments which often sound bizarre and feature extreme even impossible hypothetical scenarios e.
And by putting communication at the center of and as an answer to what constitutes the very fabric of human
society, communication scholars could better explain what they were doing, why, and how it was different
from what had come before. But of course a potential unintended consequence of this persuasive aim is that it
can be misinterpreted. Thomas in Merton, The realist ontology matters less to social construction if it is
enfolded within a practical metatheoretical perspective, as articulated in several examples in this paper; on the
other hand, it is very much alive in several areas of critical scholarship.
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Definition[ edit ] A social construct or construction concerns the meaning, notion, or connotation placed on an
object or event by a society, and adopted by the inhabitants of that society with respect to how they view or
deal with the object or event. A major focus of social constructionism is to uncover the ways in which
individuals and groups participate in the construction of their perceived social reality. It involves looking at
the ways social phenomena are developed, institutionalized , known, and made into tradition by humans.
Origins[ edit ] In terms of background, social constructionism is rooted in " symbolic interactionism " and
"phenomenology. More than four decades later, a sizable number of theory and research pledged to the basic
tenet that people "make their social and cultural worlds at the same time these worlds make them. Therefore, it
represented one of the first attempts to appreciate the constructive nature of experience and the meaning
persons give to their experience. Over the years, it has grown into a cluster of different approaches, [19] with
no single SC position. This way of conceptualizing this relationship is a logical result of the circumstantial
differences of their emergence. In subsequent analyses these differences between PCP and SC were framed
around several points of tension, formulated as binary oppositions: On the other hand, the reframing
contributes to PCP theory and points to new ways of addressing social construction in therapeutic
conversations. Social constructivism has been studied by many educational psychologists, who are concerned
with its implications for teaching and learning. For more on the psychological dimensions of social
constructivism, see the work of Ernst von Glasersfeld and A. Communication studies[ edit ] A bibliographic
review of social constructionism as used within communication studies was published in It features a good
overview of resources from that disciplinary perspective. There are opposing philosophical positions
concerning the feasibility of co-creating a common, shared, social reality, called weak and strong. Searle does
not elucidate the terms strong and weak in his book The Construction of Social Reality, [33] but he clearly
uses them in his Chinese room argument, where he debates the feasibility of creating a computing machine
with a sharable understanding of reality, and he adds "We are precisely such machines. But this computer is a
society of creative thinkers, or people albeit posthuman transhuman persons , having debates in order to
generate information, in the never-ending attempt to attain omniscience of this physicsâ€”its evolutionary
forms, its computational abilities, and the methods of its epistemologyâ€”having an eternity to do so. Strong
social constructivism says "none are able to communicate either a full reality or an accurate ontology,
therefore my position must impose, by a sort of divine right , my observer-relative epistemology", whereas
weak social constructivism says "none are able to know a full reality, therefore we must cooperate, informing
and conveying an objective ontology as best we can. Brute facts are all facts that are not institutional facts e.
The skeptic portrays the weak aspect of social constructivism, and wants to spend effort debating the
institutional realities. Harvard psychologist Steven Pinker [35] writes that "some categories really are social
constructions: Examples include money, tenure , citizenship , decorations for bravery, and the presidency of
the United States. The existence of language is itself constitutive of the social fact 37 , which natural or brute
facts do not require. Natural or "brute" facts exist independently of language; thus a "mountain" is a mountain
in every language and in no language; it simply is what it is. X counts as Y in C. Furthermore, because the
physical features brute facts specified by the X term are insufficient by themselves to guarantee the fulfillment
of the assigned function specified by the Y term, the new status and its attendant functions have to be the sort
of things that can be constituted by collective agreement or acceptance. Therefore, there is doubt that society
or a computer can be completely programmed by language and images, because there is a programmable,
emotive effect of images that derives from the language of judgment towards images. Finally, against the
strong theory and for the weak theory, Searle insists, "it could not be the case, as some have maintained, that
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all facts are institutional [i. To suppose that all facts are institutional [i. In order that some facts are
institutional, there must be other facts that are brute [i. This is the consequence of the logical structure of
institutional facts. John Searle [] argues vehemently and in my opinion cogently against universal
constructionism. Linguistic idealism is the doctrine that only what is talked about exists, nothing has reality
until it is spoken of, or written about. His book is titled the Construction of Social Reality, and as I explained
elsewhere [Hacking, ], that is not a social construction book at all. Hacking observes that his simplistic
dismissal of the concept actually revealed to many readers the outrageous implications of the theorists: Is child
abuse a real evil, or a social construct, asked Hacking? His dismissive attitude, "gave some readers a way to
see that there need be no clash between construction and reality," [39]: The disagreement lies in whether this
category should be called "socially constructed. To understand how weak social constructionism can conclude
that metaphysics a human affair is not the entire "reality," see the arguments against the study of metaphysics.
This inability to accurately share the full reality, even given time for a rational conversation, is similarly
proclaimed by weak artificial intelligence. History and development[ edit ] Berger and Luckmann[ edit ]
Constructionism became prominent in the U. Berger and Luckmann argue that all knowledge, including the
most basic, taken-for-granted common sense knowledge of everyday reality, is derived from and maintained
by social interactions. When people interact, they do so with the understanding that their respective
perceptions of reality are related, and as they act upon this understanding their common knowledge of reality
becomes reinforced. Since this common sense knowledge is negotiated by people, human typifications ,
significations and institutions come to be presented as part of an objective reality, particularly for future
generations who were not involved in the original process of negotiation. For example, as parents negotiate
rules for their children to follow, those rules confront the children as externally produced "givens" that they
cannot change. Narrative turn[ edit ] During the s and s, social constructionist theory underwent a
transformation as constructionist sociologists engaged with the work of Michel Foucault and others as a
narrative turn in the social sciences was worked out in practice. This particularly affected the emergent
sociology of science and the growing field of science and technology studies. In particular, Karin
Knorr-Cetina , Bruno Latour , Barry Barnes , Steve Woolgar , and others used social constructionism to relate
what science has typically characterized as objective facts to the processes of social construction, with the goal
of showing that human subjectivity imposes itself on those facts we take to be objective, not solely the other
way around. A Sociological History of Particle Physics. Davis , and philosophers including Paul Ernest have
published social constructionist treatments of mathematics. Postmodernism[ edit ] Social constructionism can
be seen as a source of the postmodern movement, and has been influential in the field of cultural studies.
Some have gone so far as to attribute the rise of cultural studies the cultural turn to social constructionism.
Within the social constructionist strand of postmodernism, the concept of socially constructed reality stresses
the ongoing mass-building of worldviews by individuals in dialectical interaction with society at a time. The
numerous realities so formed comprise, according to this view, the imagined worlds of human social existence
and activity, gradually crystallized by habit into institutions propped up by language conventions, given
ongoing legitimacy by mythology , religion and philosophy, maintained by therapies and socialization , and
subjectively internalized by upbringing and education to become part of the identity of social citizens. In the
book The Reality of Social Construction, the British sociologist Dave Elder-Vass places the development of
social constructionism as one outcome of the legacy of postmodernism. He writes "Perhaps the most
widespread and influential product of this process [coming to terms with the legacy of postmodernism] is
social constructionism, which has been booming [within the domain of social theory] since the s.
Consequently, critics have argued that it generally ignores biological influences on behaviour or culture, or
suggests that they are unimportant to achieve an understanding of human behaviour. In , to illustrate what he
believed to be the intellectual weaknesses of social constructionism and postmodernism, physics professor
Alan Sokal submitted an article to the academic journal Social Text deliberately written to be
incomprehensible but including phrases and jargon typical of the articles published by the journal. Philosopher
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Paul Boghossian has also written against social constructionism. He then states that social constructionists
argue that we should refrain from making absolute judgements about what is true and instead state that
something is true in the light of this or that theory. Countering this, he states: But it is hard to see how we
might coherently follow this advice. Given that the propositions which make up epistemic systems are just
very general propositions about what absolutely justifies what, it makes no sense to insist that we abandon
making absolute particular judgements about what justifies what while allowing us to accept absolute general
judgements about what justifies what. But in effect this is what the epistemic relativist is recommending. He
states that instead of believing that any world view is just as true as any other cultural relativism , we should
believe that: If we were to encounter an actual, coherent, fundamental, genuine alternative to our epistemic
system, C2, whose track record was impressive enough to make us doubt the correctness of our own system,
C1, we would not be able to justify C1 over C2 even by our own lights. Following this point, Thibodeaux [52]
argued that constructionism can both separate and combine a subject and their effective environment. To
resolve this he argued that objective conditions should be used when analyzing how perspectives are
motivated. Social constructionism has been criticized by psychologists such as University of Toronto
Professor Jordan Peterson and evolutionary psychologists, including Steven Pinker in his book The Blank
Slate.
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Here is an example of an appropriate context for an infant: In this video, Kara is playing a peek-a-boo game
with her mom and Janice. Kara has Down syndrome. In this footage, she is 13 months old. Kara is learning to
use an SGD computer to participate in the social game of peek-a-boo. She touches the screen on the computer
to select a photo of herself or of a member of her family e. The computer display is designed so that it is
engaging for Kara and easy for her to use. Kara loves this game! She is drawn to the photos of her family. She
anticipates the social routine and touches the computer screen when it is her turn to say "peek-a-boo". This
game is appropriate for Kara at this stage of her development. It provides her with lots of opportunities to use
the computer to participate and learn new communication skills. Kara is very young but she is already well on
the way to developing the important foundations for communication and language learning. Get the Flash
Player to see this player. Toddlers benefit from social contexts that involve simple shared activities.
Preschoolers benefit from social contexts that involve imaginative play with a partner. Here is an example of
an imaginative play context: In this video, Gareth, his mom, and Janice are playing "school. He has cerebral
palsy. He has a wonderful imagination and a great sense of humor. He loves to play imaginative games. In this
video, he is using a communication book with pictures to express himself while he plays school with his mom.
He points to the pictures: To tell the bus driver to drive the bus, "fast! Jackson is 32 months old. He has Down
syndrome. He loves to read books about animals, and he loves to learn new concepts. In this clip, Jackson
incorporates speech, signs, gestures, and his computer to count the ladybugs in the book. Janice reads the text.
Jackson says and signs the number on each page. He finds the number on the computer screen and touches it
in order to speak it out. In this example, the book reading context:
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