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Chapter 1 : Godliness â€” Elizabethton Church of Christ
Conclusion: what do you want to see at a conference? Over the course of my time as a Christian I have been to many
conferences, both as a church-goer and as a pastor. I do not believe I have ever been to a conference dominated by the
theme of godliness.
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Chapter 2 : Essay conclusion about refugees
"Flee the evil desires of your youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart." 2 Timothy c. In all his counsels to Timothy, Paul's counsels boils down to one
wordâ€”Godliness.

But by itself, a commitment to mentoring is incomplete. Such a commitment needs to be undergirded and
supplemented by attention being given to the importance of pursuing a series of Christian virtues. Take the
following two examples: It is not enough for Timothy merely to watch his doctrine closely; he must watch his
life as well, and first and foremost. This will have positive consequences not only for him personally but also
for others to look to him as their leader and example. This is true even for those who, like Timothy, are young.
We should aspire to excel in our words, in love and faith, and in purity. Love Pride of place belongs to the
virtue of love. Believers are to love strangers but not money 1 Tim 3: Faith and Faithfulness Another virtue
Paul stressors in his letters to Timothy and Titus is faithfulness. Faithfulness is the virtue of being able to be
trusted, of being reliable in carrying out a task or mission. This calls for humility. The world, even the
scholarly world, prizes innovation and fresh ideas; God is looking for those who are willing to submit
themselves to the gospel God has already given. Thus, the gospel is a sacred stewardship with which we have
been entrusted; this calls for humble, quiet faithfulness. Godliness Godliness was a virtue also in the
Greco-Roman world where it referred to religious piety the Latin word is pietas. The Old Testament features
comparable vocabulary only in the book of Proverbs and Isaiah. He urges Timothy to pursue spiritual
discipline and godliness which, unlike mere physical discipline, holds promise in both the present life and the
life to come 1 Tim 4: Self-Control A closely related virtue is that of self-control. This is a way of thinking and
living we should seek to cultivate in young people, and it is way of thinking and living that should characterize
more experienced Christians as well. It encompasses and describes a sensible life-style lived according to the
values and within the plan of God. At times, however, the focus may be more on activities Christians ought to
pursue, whether going on a short-term mission trip nothing wrong with that, of course , reading the Bible
certainly vital, especially if we are doers of the Word and not hearers only, Jas 1: In this regard, the letters to
Timothy and Titus make a vital contribution. For any true disciple of Christ, Paul urges, what is paramount is
growth in godly character, resulting in the performance of a variety of good works e. How does one grow in
such virtues? The way you make progress in these areas is by pursuing a series of virtues such as love,
faithfulness, godliness, and self-control in your own personal life aided by the Spirit of God as well as in
community with others, especially in your church. No matter where you are in your growth in Christian
maturity, remember this: No one is perfect, and all of us are sinful; and yet, because of our relationship with
God in Christ, we each have the Holy Spirit living inside of us who is eager to help us become more like
Christ as we continue to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God: Both posts are edited slightly.
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Chapter 3 : A Critical Call By God To Holy Living
The Building Block of Godliness. In short, eusebeia is a call to be like God. In 1 Tim , Paul quoted an ancient creedal
hymn: Conclusion. About three.

Related Media My ninth-grade English teacher pulled off a phenomenal feat: I think I could score on a test on
those words today, almost fifty years later! I still know the meaning of sesquipedalian a person who uses long
words , erudite scholarly , osculate to kiss , pensive thoughtful , and many more. How did she do it? She used
several methods. For one thing, she would use the words in a humorous way, so that you had to know the
meaning of the word to understand the joke. If she used your name, you wanted to know what she was saying
about you: Also, she had the equivalent of a contest, where we had to find all words in print, cut the sentences
out this was before the copy machine was invented! So we all competed with one another to find
sesquipedalian, osculate, cogitate, petulant, and all the other words. Years later, in my thirties, I went over to
her house and thanked her for being such a great teacher. She knew that motivation is a key to learning and
she was a master motivator! Why expend the energy and discipline to set your alarm early enough to get out of
bed and spend time with the Lord each morning? Why say no to temptation when yielding would feel so
good? In short, what motivation is there to be diligent to grow in godliness? But Peter asked essentially the
same thing and the Lord did not rebuke him. In our text, Peter is spelling out the benefits of growing in
godliness to motivate us to persevere in the process. In verses , Peter sets before us the resources that God has
graciously provided for us: He has given us everything pertaining to life and godliness through knowing Christ
and through His precious and magnificent promises. Then in verses , he shows our responsibility to grow in
godliness, as summarized by seven qualities that we are to add to our faith. Now he shows the results or
benefits of growing in godliness to motivate us to hang in there when it would be easier to go with the flow of
the world and the flesh. If we grow in godliness, we will have the satisfaction of knowing that our lives are
fruitful in light of eternity. We will enjoy the assurance of knowing that God has called and chosen us as His
own. We will not fall away from the faith. And, when we step into eternity, there will be a grand welcome!
Growing in godliness results in fruitfulness in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 1: There is a direct link
between growth in godliness and fruitfulness. Peter states his point negatively to call attention to what happens
if you do not grow in godliness: I plan to live so selfishly and with such disregard for others that I will shred
all of my relationships. Also, I plan to spend far more than I earn so that I will run up huge debts. And yet,
many people end up that way! But, to put it positively, how can I be useful and fruitful in my Christian life?
But there are thousands of faithful, fruitful men and women whose names are known only to God. What
distinguished these faithful saints to God and made them fruitful was that they devoted themselves to growing
in godliness. In , I read the two-volume autobiography of C. He was an amazing man whom God used
mightily. John Spurgeon was the father of the famous Charles. He was a faithful pastor in England for many
years. He actually outlived his famous son. If it had not been for the famous Charles Spurgeon, no one would
have ever heard of John Spurgeon. Yet, he and thousands of others like him were godly, fruitful servants of
the Lord. If you truly know Christ, you will want to be useful and fruitful in serving Him. There could be
some of both here. Peter later talks about growing to know Christ more deeply 2 Pet. You will be growing in
the godly character qualities that Peter lists 1: And you will be seeking to make your life useful and fruitful to
the Master who shed His blood to redeem you. Life is a vapor James 4: If you are not growing in godliness,
you are short-sighted, forgetting your purification from your former sins. Some understand verse 9 to be
referring to those who are not truly saved, who may have been following the false teachers. But to say that
those in verse 9 are not truly saved, you must say that they were never really purified from their former sins;
they only claimed to be purified, perhaps through baptism. I think, rather, that Peter was talking about some in
the church who truly had been purified from their sins, but now they were drifting. But if his word of warning
applied to some, they should take heed. They had become virtually blind to what Christ had done for them in
cleansing them from their sins. This forgetful and willful blindness, due to their temporal focus, quenched
their motivation to be diligent to grow in godliness. So Peter brings us back to motivation. Growth in
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godliness requires hard work and discipline over the long haul. What motivates you to keep at it? Remember
what Christ did for you! He shed His blood on the cross to purify you from your sins. Without keeping the
cross in view, you will drift into ungodly living and will waste your life in light of eternity. So the first benefit
of growing in godliness is fruitfulness in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Growing in godliness
requires diligence and results in assurance of salvation 1: Growing in godliness requires diligence. We will
look at assurance next. But here, Peter again is emphasizing that growth in godliness requires diligence. The
way you do that is to be diligent to grow in godliness. Growing in godliness results in assurance of salvation.
There are a lot of mistaken notions about assurance of salvation in our day. Most evangelicals think that if you
prayed to receive Christ, you are eternally secure and should never doubt that fact. But they overlook the clear
biblical truth that new life in Christ always manifests itself in the fruit of godliness. As a result, there are
thousands of professing Christians who are not growing in godliness, but they think that they are eternally
secure in Christ. In verse 10, Peter brings together two things that we often separate: This means that we heard
the gospel and God opened the eyes of our darkened understanding and imparted new life to us so that we
believed in Christ 1 Pet. Then, after believing in Christ, through His Word we come to understand that the
reason God called us to salvation is that He first chose us before the foundation of the world Eph. Our
salvation is totally from God. If He had not chosen us and called us, we would still be lost in our sins. How,
then, do we gain the assurance that God has called and chosen us? First, have you heard the call to repent of
your sins and believe in Christ and did you obey that call? Second, how do you know that your repentance and
faith were genuine? The answer is, God changed your heart so that now you desire to grow in godliness so that
you will grow to know Him better. You desire to please and obey the Lord who gave Himself on the cross to
rescue you from judgment. As 1 John 2: Growing in godliness results in perseverance in the faith 1: Peter
further explains the idea from 1: But, does Peter mean that if you are diligent to practice these qualities you
will never sin? So Peter does not mean that we can attain to sinless perfection if we practice these things.
Believers who are cultivating the godly qualities listed in verses are walking closely with the Lord. They are
seeking to know Him better and to please Him every day. As they practice these things, it will safeguard them
from stumbling in the sense of falling away from the faith. Verse 10 also teaches us that moral failure is
almost always at the heart of false teaching. False teachers come up with their wrong doctrine to justify their
immoral lifestyles. Whenever someone starts teaching weird doctrine, almost always something is wrong
morally in his life. Finally, Peter gives us an eternal benefit: Growing in godliness results in eternal blessings
1: Peter means that if we are diligent to grow in godliness, God will welcome us into our eternal dwelling with
Him in heaven. Thomas Schreiner explains ibid. He insisted that people cannot enter it without living in a
godly way. Maybe, like those in verse 9, you have forgotten what Christ did for you at the cross. If so, confess
your sin and take steps to grow in godliness. Conclusion So Peter is motivating us to be diligent to grow in
godliness by showing us the benefits.
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Chapter 4 : Essay on Cleanliness is next to Godliness for Students
In opposition to such a thought Paul sets the converse, that godliness with contentment is the only true gain. The
contentment is not of course self-contentment, but the satisfaction which comes to those whose minds are stayed upon
God, bringing the peace which surpasses natural man's understanding.

It is a very terrible list. The like have appeared in other days, but we are led by his warning to apprehend that
they will appear in greater numbers in the last days than in any previous age. Lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. We are nearing that period at this very time. There are sanguine
brethren who are looking forward to everything growing better and better and better, until, at last, this present
age ripens into a millennium. They will not be able to sustain their hopes, for Scripture gives them no solid
basis to rest upon. We who believe that there will be no millennial reign without the King, and who expect no
rule of righteousness except from the appearing of the righteous Lord, are nearer the mark. Apart from the
second Advent of our Lord, the world is more likely to sink into a pandemonium than to rise into a
millennium. As an aside Spurgeon did believe in the millennium [see Millennium 1 - Millennium 2 Millennium 3 ] even though he did not speak of it that much. Here is a quote from Spurgeon Context is
reference to the Second Coming will be post-millennialâ€”that is, after the thousand years of His reign. I
cannot think so. I conceive that the advent will be pre-millennialâ€”that He will come first, and then will come
the millennium as the result of His personal reign upon earth. A divine interposition seems to me the hope set
before us in Scripture, and, indeed, to be the only hope adequate to the occasion. We look to the darkening
down of things; the state of mankind, however improved politically, may yet grow worse and worse
spiritually. Certainly, we are assured in verse thirteen that evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived. We may call these hard times, if we will, but we have hardly yet come to the
border of those truly harder times when it will go hard with the church, and she shall need, even more than
to-day, to cry mightily unto the Lord to keep her alive. With this cloud upon our spirit, we come to the text
itself. Let us consider it carefully, and may the Holy Spirit help us! Man Is A Spiritual Creature True religion
is a spiritual thing, but it necessarily embodies itself in a form. In each of us there is the form or body, and the
soul or power. It is so with religion: Christian people fall into a certain outward method of procedure, a
peculiar outward mode of uttering their faith, which becomes to true godliness what the body is to the soul.
The form is useful, the form is necessary, the form ought to be vitalized; just as the body is useful, and is
necessary, and is vitalized by the soul. If you get both the form, as modeled in the Word of God, and the
power, as bestowed by the Spirit of God, you do well, and are living Christians. If you get the power alone,
without the ordained form, you somewhat maim yourself; but if you get the form without the power, then, you
dwell in spiritual death. The body without the spirit is dead; and what follows upon death with flesh? The raw
material of a devil is an angel bereft of holiness. You cannot make a Judas except out of an apostle. The
eminently good in outward form, when without inward life, decays into the foulest thing under heaven. One
Judas is an awful weight for this poor globe to bear, but a tribe of them must be a peril indeed. Yet, if not of
the very worst order, those are enough to be dreaded who have the shadow of religion without its substance.
Of such I have to speak at this time: May none of us ever be spots in our feasts of love, or clouds without
water carried about of winds Jude 1: With great solemnity of soul I approach this subject, seeking from the
Lord the aid of his Spirit, Who makes the Word to be a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart Heb
4: First, I shall speak of the men, and secondly, of their folly, and when I have done that, I shall have some
words of instruction to give by way of conclusion. First, let us talk awhile of "the men": They had the form of
godliness, but denied the power thereof. Note what they had, and then observe what they had not. They had a
form of godliness. What is the form of godliness? It is, first of all, attention to the ordinances of religion.
These, so far as they are Scriptural, are few and simple. Those who have obeyed the Lord in these two
ordinances have exhibited in their own persons the form of godliness. That form is every way instructive to
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others, and impressive to the man himself. Where there is not the life of God in the soul, neither holiness nor
godliness follows upon the ordinances; and thus we may have around us baptized worldlings, and men who go
from the table of the Lord to drink the cup of devils. It is sad that it should be so. Such persons are guilty of
presumption, falsehood, sacrilege, and blasphemy. We sit beside such every Sabbath-day! Those who have
professed Christ are accustomed to come together at certain times for worship, and, in their assemblies, they
join in common prayer and common praise. They listen to the testimony of God by his servants whom he calls
to preach his Word with power. They also associate together in church fellowship for purposes of mutual help
and discipline. This is a very proper form, full of blessing both to the church and to the world, when it does
not die down into mere form. A man may go to heaven alone, but he will do better if he travels thither with
Mr. Greatheart, and Father Honest, and Christiana, and the children. Dogs do very well separately, but sheep
do best in company. The sheep of Christ love to be together in the same pasture, and to follow in a flock the
footsteps of the good Shepherd. Those who constantly associate in worship, unite in church-fellowship, and
work together for sacred purposes, have the form of godliness, and a very useful and proper form it is. Some
go further than public worship, for they use a great deal of religious talk. They freely speak of the things of
God in Christian company. They can defend the doctrines of Scripture, they can plead for its precepts, and
they can narrate the experience of a believer. They are fondest of talking of what is doing in the church: They
flavor their speech with godly phrases when they are in company that will relish it. I do not censure them; on
the contrary, I wish there were more of holy talk among professors. That religion which comes from the lips
outward, but does not well up from the deep fountains of the heart, is not that living water which will spring
up unto eternal life Jn 7: More than this, some have a form of godliness upheld and published by religious
activity. It is possible to be intensely active in the outside work of the church, and yet to know nothing of
spiritual power. One may be an excellent Sunday-school teacher after a fashion, and yet have need to be taught
what it is to be born again. One may be an eloquent preacher, or a diligent officer in the church of God, and
yet know nothing of the mysterious power of the Spirit of truth upon the heart. When we have done all the
work our position requires of us, we may only have displayed the form of godliness; unless we hearken to our
Lord, and from His presence derive power cp Jn Brethren, I speak to myself and to each one of you in solemn
earnestness; if much speaking, generous giving, and constant occupation could win heaven, we might easily
make sure of it; but more than these are needful. He that is not willing to search himself should stand
self-suspected by that unwillingness to look at his affairs. If you are right, you will not object to be weighed in
the balances. If you are indeed pure gold Job You all know what a form of godliness is, and most of us who
are here present hold fast that form: I trust we are anxious to make that form accurate according to Scripture,
so that our form of godliness may be that into which the earliest saints were delivered. But do not become
sticklers for the form and neglect the inner life: But now, as these people had not the power of godliness, how
did they come to hold the form of it? This needs several answers. Their ancestors were always godly people,
and they almost naturally take up with the profession of their fathers. This is common, and where it is honest,
it is most commendable. It is a great mercy when, instead of the fathers, shall be the children; and we may
hopefully anticipate that our children will follow us in the things of God, if by example, instruction, and
prayer, we have sought it before the Lord. We are unhappy if we do not see our children walking in the truth.
Yet the idea of birthright membership is an evil one, and is as perilous as it is unscriptural. You are not
Christians because you can trace a line of fleshly descent throughout twenty generations of children of God;
but you must, yourselves, be born again; for except a man be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of
God Jn 3: Many, no doubt, lay hold naturally on the form of godliness because of family ties: Grace does not
run in the blood. If you have no better foundation for your religion than your earthly parentage, you are in a
wretched case. This accounts for their form of godliness. Many persons are the creatures of their surroundings;
religion or irreligion is with them the result of circumstances. Such persons were led to make a profession of
faith Ed: As in Titus 1: The deep searching of heart, which they ought to have exhibited, was slurred over, and
they were found among the people of God without having to knock for entrance at the wicket-gate. I do not
wish any one to condemn himself because he was guided to the Savior by godly friends-far from it; but,
nevertheless, there is danger lest we fail to have personal repentance and personal faith, and are content to lean
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upon the opinions of others. So have I seen the form of godliness taken up on account of friendships. Many a
time courtship and marriage have led to a formal religiousness, lacking heart. Godliness should never be put
on in order that we may put a wedding ring upon the finger: Other kinds of friendship, also, have led men and
women to profess a faith they never had, and to unite themselves visibly with the church, while in spirit and in
truth they were never truly a part of it. I put these things to you that there may be great searchings of heart
among us all, and that we may candidly consider how we have come by our form of godliness.
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Chapter 5 : Cleanliness - Wikipedia
Whereas some look at godliness as a means for getting gain, Paul says that godliness with contentment is gain in and of
itself (1 Timothy ). C. In many ways godliness is one of the great mysteries of the Gospel (1 Timothy ) and evidence of
God's extraordinary power.

Ablution in Christianity and Lavabo The Bible has many rituals of purification relating to menstruation ,
childbirth , sexual relations , skin disease , death , and animal sacrifices. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church prescribes several kinds of hand washing for example after leaving the latrine, lavatory or bathhouse,
or before prayer, or after eating a meal. The Church also built public bathing facilities that were separate for
both sexes near monasteries and pilgrimage sites; also, the popes situated baths within church basilicas and
monasteries since the early Middle Ages. The Bhagavad Gita repeats this word in five slokas at Srimad
Bhagavatam also recognises cleanliness as one of the thirty qualities which one must acquire to obtain the
grace of God [11] and identifies internal and external cleanliness among the twelve regular duties. As stated
by many Hindu scriptures that cleanliness is a way of relative to God. Hinduism extols not only external
cleanliness but also internal cleanliness or purity. Since their minds are constantly absorbed in the all-pure
Lord, devotees become internally cleansed from the defects of lust, anger, greed, envy, ego, etc. In this state of
mind, they naturally prefer to keep the external body and environment pure as well. Bathing in these rivers
will purify the mind and increase their good merits. Therefore, to invoke the presence of the holy rivers, the
following Mantra is chanted before daily bath: All Hindus must have taken a bath before entering temples in
order to seek blessings. They also wash their feet before entering the temple. In some Orthodox Hindu
households, taking a bath after visiting a funeral is required as some hindus believe that it is an inauspicious
thing to witness and the in-auspiciousness would follow. This is also related to the pollution of the River
Ganges. Hindus also clean their homes particularly well in preparing to celebrate Diwali each year as they
believe that it brings good luck. Most Hindus also believe that keeping your house clean and great devotion
are gestures to welcome the Goddess Lakshmi to their abode to stay. Some orthodox Hindus refrain from
cleaning their houses on a Friday as it is a day dedicated to Goddess Lakshmi and cleaning homes on that day
is considered inauspicious, so they are allowed to clean their homes on the rest of the days. Tamil people also
keep their homes clean in preparation for Diwali, Pongal or Bhol. Hinduism also gives a deeper meaning to
cleanliness. In Srimad Bhagavatam Muslim hygienical jurisprudence There are many verses in the Quran
which discuss cleanliness. First lessons in Islamic manuals of catechism are matters of cleanliness. Subjects
taught first in the book of cleanliness include: Muslims are required to perform ablution wudu before every
prayer, and are recommended to stay in the state of ablution at all times. A ritual bath ghusl is performed on
Fridays before the Friday Prayer Juma. Ritual baths are recommended for spiritual purity, also after
committing a sin, and are necessary for those who have washed a funeral. Special attention is given to
cleaning homes before the arrival of guests or before feasts Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha , and holy days and
nights. Hygiene Since the germ theory of disease , cleanliness has come to mean an effort to remove germs
and other hazardous materials. A reaction to an excessive desire for a germ-free environment began to occur
around , when David Strachan put forth the " hygiene hypothesis " in the British Medical Journal. In essence,
this hypothesis holds that environmental microbes play a useful role in developing the immune system; the
fewer germs people are exposed to in early childhood, the more likely they are to experience health problems
in childhood and as adults. The valuation of cleanliness, therefore, has a social and cultural dimension beyond
the requirements of hygiene for practical purposes. Industry[ edit ] In industry, certain processes such as those
related to integrated circuit manufacturing, require conditions of exceptional cleanliness which are achieved
by working in cleanrooms. Cleanliness is essential to successful electroplating , since molecular layers of oil
can prevent adhesion of the coating. The industry has developed specialized techniques for parts cleaning , as
well as tests for cleanliness. The most commonly used tests rely on the wetting behaviour of a clean
hydrophilic metal surface. Cleanliness is also important to vacuum systems to reduce outgassing. Cleanliness
is also crucial for semiconductor manufacturing. Look up cleanliness in Wiktionary, the free dictionary.
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Chapter 6 : The Form of Godliness - Spurgeon | Precept Austin
Its call to godliness (a) CONCLUSION: doxology (b) Swindoll: The three themes of 2 Peter fit together like the feathers,
shaft, and point of an arrow.
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Chapter 7 : 1 and 2 Timothy; Titus - Called To Teach
THE FORM OF GODLINESS WITHOUT THE POWER NO. give by way of conclusion. I. First, let us talk awhile of THE
MEN. He calls to preach His word with power.

January 6, Introduction We have considering the ways that we can practice godliness to be more fitting to the
character of God. Humility, contentment, self-control, and peace are all important characteristics that we must
add to our faith and way of living. This morning I would like for us to consider another important part of the
fruit of the spirit that is easy for us to neglect. Patience is another needed trait in our lives. Then you will be
perfect and complete and will have everything you need. In fact, we are called to show patience in everything
we do. I think there are five areas where the scriptures call for us to show patience. Longsuffering One aspect
of patience is the ability to endure mistreatment. The occasions where longsuffering is necessary are
numerous. There are times when we must suffer through ridicule, scorn, insults, and undeserved rebukes. By
not being cut throat or because we refuse to work the long hours that a boss demands, we can be overlooked
for promotion and raises. How many times our helpful acts of kindness are forgotten, turned into our face, or
even used against us. It is a great challenge to suffer under the mistreatment from others. Yet Paul repeatedly
admonished the people of God to suffer long. Paul told the Corinthians that love suffers long. The Galatians
were told the fruit of the spirit consists of longsuffering. The Ephesians were told that a worthy walk with God
required longsuffering. The Colossians were told to clothe themselves with longsuffering. Rely on the justice
of God When we talk about suffering mistreatment, no one knows better than Jesus. He was declared innocent
of all the charges laid against him, yet still suffered mockery, beatings, scourging, and death. How did Jesus
deal with mistreatment? What did he do and then we can follow in his steps? Peter tells us how Jesus handled
mistreatment. The opposite of retaliation is to entrust ourselves to God. God has promised in Romans We
want them to get what they deserve and we take it upon ourselves to be the executer of that justice. We fear
that the person will not receive the punishment deserved and so instead of practicing patience, we practice
retaliation and vengeance. But God says he will judge justly. This is something we can rely on. Justice will be
served. Paul says the Lord will take vengeance with flaming fire upon those who afflicted us and give rest to
the afflicted. God will remain faithful in his promises toward us. But we must continue to do good and not
retaliate evil for evil. Joseph is an amazing example of this faithfulness toward God in the face of suffering
mistreatment. After being abused by his brothers and sold into slavery, Joseph was able to confront his
brothers in Egypt. Would we have made our brothers suffer, send them away with no food, or put them in
prison, taking half of their lifespan away as they had done to him? God can take the harmful acts of others and
use them for His own purposes. God can turn the malicious acts of others and turn them into acts of good in
our lives and in the lives of others. Responding to Provocation A. Acts that tend to arouse our anger Another
area where we must exercise patience is when certain events or circumstances arise that arouse our anger.
There are things that happen in life on a daily basis that has the tendency to cause us to lose our temper.
People at work frustrate us to anger. Our family relationships with our spouses, parents, and children can
arouse our wrath. Most of the time we are dealing with verbal provocation, but there are certainly times when
those close to us act in such a way to provoke us. Whatever it is that takes place against us, it sets us off. We
yell, we slam, we shout, we stomp, or we even give the silent treatment as our way of venting anger at those
who have deliberately done something that we do not like. But exercising patience while under provocation is
emulating the character of God. Every day, God exercises great patience with us as we provoke him to anger
through our rebellion and contempt for his law. Despite our provocation, God continues to show his love and
patience toward us. Therefore, we have been given a high standard and a great example to emulate. We must
put into our hearts the need to become slow to anger James 1: Paul tells us that love is not easily angered 1
Corinthians We get so upset at others because we forget how much we have been forgiven by God. Jesus
taught us this lesson in Matthew The master has forgiven us an immense debt that could never be repaid. We
must be just as patient toward others who have done wrong toward us. However, in the parable we see the
servant had no patience for the person who had accumulated the debt. Because of this the master put the
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servant in prison for life because of his lack of patience and mercy. We are not just ignoring the provocations
against us, but we are responding properly. Do not excuse our quick temper Another way to become slow to
anger is to stop making excuses for our quick temper and flashes of anger. Instead of saying to ourselves and
to others that our quick temper is just the way we are, we need to acknowledge the sinfulness of what we are
doing. There is no doubt that our bad habits are not easily broken. If we have been quick tempered for our
whole lives, it will be difficult to stop. If we have lacked the ability to be slow to anger because of what our
parents taught us because they also were quick tempered, it will be a great challenge to change. But it is
possible to change. We must recognize when we have these moments of quick temper and apologize. Realize
what we have done is wrong, do not make excuses, and simply tell those affected at that moment that we are
sorry. We have that kind of control if we will hold ourselves responsible for our emotions. We have
inconsiderate neighbors, people driving too slowly, or other annoying behaviors that challenge our patience.
Even more so, we must deal with the faults and failures of our family members and of other Christians. Too
overlook the faults of our brethren is a great difficulty and challenge that each of us face. We think we are
smarter or more capable than another person so we make snide comments and rude remarks about the actions
of others. But the scriptures call us to patience in these circumstances also. We usually speak of putting up
with someone in a negative sense, but that is not how Paul meant the word to be used. We are bearing with the
shortcomings of others kindly. Realize our arrogance Why do we feel like we are superior such that we are
allowed to pass such crude judgments upon others? Do we really know what is going on with the other
person? Are we the only ones who have had a bad day and will not tolerate if others have a bad day? We are
full of pride. We think that we can do everything better and that things ought to be done our way. Do you have
faults? Then quit acting like you are the only one who does not have faults? Have you failed before? Then stop
acting like you have been successful at every venture you have tried. How rarely do we try to understand the
other person? Instead we quickly pass judgments based upon our perceptions and limited knowledge and look
down on others based on those poor judgments. We need to remember that we have shortcomings and have
likely done the same thing that another person has done. We must also quit thinking that every shortcoming is
a personal assault on us. We take too many actions personally, as if the person was thinking about harming
you. Like the guy not looking at the light was trying to make you late to the doctor. People do stupid things.
But we need to quit thinking the world revolves around us and that people are trying to work evil against us in
such situations. Waiting On God A. Patience for God to work We also must exercise patience in prayer. There
may be things that we have been praying about for many years to take place and we have not seen the result
yet. Perhaps we have prayed for the resolution to some problem, the fulfillment of a long awaited desire, or the
salvation of others. Abraham is a great example of this. But Abraham and Sarah could not wait any longer and
took matters into their own hands. So how can we have this kind of patience.
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Chapter 8 : Godliness - A Forgotten Christian Virtue
"Exercise thyself unto godliness" is the call. May godliness be a precedent in all of our actions. Even down to old age,
when the body is declining, may we ever be pursuing godliness right down to the last moment of life on this earth, when
even at that late hour God will be stripping away the final shreds of hindrance to bring us to the.

And the knowledge of the truth that is in accordance with godliness. Godliness and Lifestyle The spread of
false doctrine at Ephesus is producing ungodliness, ungodly behavior, unrighteousness. Rather, he is adamant
that healthy doctrine produces healthy behavior. Unhealthy teaching produces a kind of lifestyle that is only a
"form of godliness," a kind of outward religion and religious belief, but one which lacks its real essence and
power 2 Timothy 3: Fearing the Lord and Godliness The idea that best expresses the idea of godliness in the
Pastoral Epistles is the Old Testament expression, "to fear the Lord," which was almost a synonym of
"believer" under the Old Covenant. Someone who fears the Lord does not live in terror of God, but has a
healthy respect for God and seeks in both heart and in action to "love God" and not be offensive to God. I have
friends who have grown up in the church, who have even graduated from seminary, but who joke about God
and holy things in a way that demonstrates a profound disrespect. I did that myself for a while when I was
young, until God brought me up short. Our respect for God shows not only in the way we joke, but by how we
live. Godly people live in such a way as to please God. Hypocrites lead double lives -- one for others to see,
alongside a secret life that is unseen -- except by God. Godliness fulfills the first great commandment: This is
why godliness can only be the fruit of love for God -- not an outward obedience or legalism, but an inward
seeking of God in love. Examples of Godly Living What does godliness look like in action? Consider in 1
Timothy 3 the qualities one is to look for in an overseer or deacon. The spiritual fruit that comes from a
pattern of yielding again and again to the Holy Spirit within us. Against such things there is no law. Godliness,
Training, and Discipleship Do we sometimes fall short of these qualities? But when we do, we repent, ask
forgiveness, and get up to follow our Lord once again, washed in the forgiveness of God 1 John 1: He uses the
athletic analogy 9 of "going to the gym" to make his point: For physical training is of some value, but
godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. The root is
gumnos, "naked. The noun form of the word, gymnasia, "training" appears in verse 8. Available in Kindle and
PDF e-book formats The idea of physical training is to so practice something that you get good at it in two
ways. First, your muscles become stronger. Second, you develop muscle memory so that your throwing, for
example, becomes accurate and repeatable. Physical training may have some value, 11 Paul says, but spiritual
training, training in godliness, is of value both in this life and the next. Are you a top spiritual athlete? Not yet,
perhaps, but you are a disciple in training, learning how to love and please God -- learning how to be godly.
Werner Forester, sebomai, ktl. The noun asebeia is used "vertically as a lack of reverence for deity and
hallowed institutions as displayed in sacrilegious words and deeds: Eusebia and related words are used
elsewhere in the New Testament at Acts 3: Eusebeia suggests an abundance of awe, while theosebeia suggests
awe towards God in particular. Paul often uses examples from athletics Acts
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Chapter 9 : Intermediate 2 biology marking scheme for essay
Growing in godliness results in eternal blessings (). Verse 11 explains ("for") verse "for in this way the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you." "Supplied" is the same word
that we saw in verse 5, which meant to richly supply as a philanthropist would.

But in the following excerpt from his new NavPress book The Practice of Godliness, Jerry Bridges helps us to
see the importance of this foundational spiritual attribute, and to commit ourselves to building it into our lives
now. NO higher compliment can be paid to a Christian than to call him a godly person. He might be a
conscientious parent, a zealous church worker, a dynamic spokesman for Christ, or a talented Christian leader;
but none of these things matters if, at the same time, he is not a godly person. The words godly and godliness
actually appear only a few times in the New Testament; yet the entire Bible is a book on godliness. And when
those words do appear they are pregnant with meaning and instruction for us. When Paul wants to distill the
essence of the Christian life into one brief paragraph, he focuses on godliness. Paul especially emphasizes
godliness in his first letter to Timothy. We are to pray for those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. We are to train ourselves to be godly. We are to pursue
godlinessâ€”the word "pursue" indicating unrelenting, persevering effort. Godliness with contentment is held
forth as great gain; and finally, godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and
the life to come. When Peter, in looking forward to the, day of the Lord when the earth and everything in it
will be destroyed, asks what kind of people we ought to be, he answers that we are to live holy and godly lives
2 Peter 3: Here Peter uses the most momentous event of all history to stir us up to our Christian dutyâ€”holy
and godly living. Surely, then, godliness is no optional spiritual luxury for a few quaint Christians of a bygone
era or for some group of supersaints of today. It is both the privilege and duty of every Christian to pursue
godliness, to train himself to be godly, to study diligently the practice of godliness. God has given to each one
of us "everything we need for life and godliness" 2 Peter 1: The most ordinary Christian has all that he needs,
and the most talented Christian must use those same means in the practice of godliness. What then is
godliness? What are the marks of a godly person? How does a person become godly? I have asked a number
of people, "What do you think of when you think of godliness? There is another, even more fundamental
aspect of godliness than godly character. It is the foundation, in fact, on which godly character is built.
Devotion in Action The Bible gives us some clues about godliness in its earliest pages. He describes him as
"one who pleased God. Enoch walked with God, and Enoch pleased God. Enoch walked with God; he enjoyed
a relationship with God; and he pleased God. We could accurately say he was devoted to God. This is the
meaning of godliness. The New Testament word for godliness, in its original meaning, conveys the idea of it,
a personal attitude toward God that results in actions that are pleasing to him. This personal attitude toward
God is what we call devotion to God. But it is always devotion in action. It is not just a warm, emotional
feeling about God, the kind of feeling we may get while singing some grand old hymn of praise or some
modern-day chorus of worship. Neither is devotion to God merely a time of private Bible reading and prayer,
a practice we sometimes call "devotions. Focused On God Devotion is not an activity; it is an attitude toward
God. This attitude is composed of three essential elements: Note that all three elements focus upon God. The
practice of godliness is an exercise or discipline that focuses upon God. From this Godward attitude arises the
character and conduct that we usually think of as godliness. So often we try to develop Christian character and
conduct without taking the time to develop God-centered devotion. We try to please God without taking the
time to walk with him and develop a relationship with him. This is impossible to do. Law uses the word
devotion in a broader sense to mean all that is involved in godlinessâ€”actions as well as attitude: Devotion
signifies a life given, or devoted, to God. He therefore is the devout [godly] man who lives no longer to his
own will, or the way and spirit of the world, but to the sole will of God; who considers God in everything,
who serves God in everything, who makes all the parts of his common life parts of piety [godliness], by doing
everything in the name of God, and under such rules as are conformable to his Glory. God is at the center of
his thoughts. It is obvious that such a God-centered lifestyle cannot be developed and maintained apart from a
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solid foundation of devotion to God. Only a strong personal relationship with the living God can keep such a
commitment from becoming oppressive and legalistic. Devotion to God, then, is the mainspring of godly
character. And this devotion is the only motivation for Christian behavior that is pleasing to God. This
motivation is what separates the godly person from the moral person, or the benevolent person, or the zealous
person. The godly person is moral, benevolent, and zealous because of his devotion to God. And his life takes
on a dimension that reflects the very stamp of God. It is sad that many Christians do not have this aura of
godliness about them. Because they are not devoted to God. They may be devoted to a vision, or to a ministry,
or to their own reputation as Christians, but not to God. Godliness is more than Christian character: It is
Christian character that springs from a devotion to God. But it is also true that devotion to God always results
in godly character. The essential elements of devotion must express themselves in a life that is pleasing to
God. So godliness can be defined as devotion to God which results in a life that is pleasing to him. His walk
with God speaks of his relationship with God, or his devotion to God; his pleasing God speaks of the behavior
that arose from that relationship. It is impossible to build a Christian behavior pattern without the foundation
of a devotion to God. The practice of godliness is first of all the cultivation of a relationship with God, and
from this the cultivation of a life that is pleasing to God. Our concept of God and our relationship with him
determine our conduct. We have already seen that devotion to God consists of three essential elements: Think
of a triangle representing devotion to God, with these three elements as each of its three points. The fear of
God and the love of God form the base of the triangle, while the desire for God is at the apex. As we study
these elements individually, we will see that the fear of God and the love of God form the foundation of true
devotion to God, while the desire for God is the highest expression of that devotion. Some of our aversion to
the phrase "fear of God" may be due to a misunderstanding of its meaning. The Bible uses the term "fear of
God" in two distinct ways: When Adam sinned he hid from God because he was afraid. But the Christian has
not been delivered from the discipline of God against his sinful conduct, and in this sense he still fears God.
He works out his salvation with fear and trembling Philippians 2: For the child of God, however, the primary
meaning of the fear of God is veneration and honor, reverence and awe. Murray says this fear is the soul of
godliness. It is the attitude that elicits from our hearts adoration and love, reverence and honor. It focuses in
awe not upon the wrath of God but upon the majesty, holiness, and transcendent glory of God. We see this
same awe in Isaiah himself and in Peter when they each realized they were in the presence of a holy God. We
see it most vividly in the reaction of the beloved disciple John in Revelation 1: It is this profound sense of
veneration and honor, reverence and awe that draws forth from our hearts the worship and adoration that
characterizes true devotion to God. The reverent, godly Christian sees God first in his transcendent glory,
majesty, and holiness before he sees him in his love, mercy, and grace. One of the more serious sins of
Christians today may well be the almost flippant familiarity with which we often address God in prayer. None
of the godly men of the Bible ever adopted the casual manner we often do. They always addressed God with
reverence. The same writer who tells us that we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place, the throne
room of God, also tells us that we should worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, "for our God is a
consuming fire" Hebrews Paul, who tells us that the Holy Spirit dwelling within us causes us to cry "Abba
Father," also tells us that this same God lives in "unapproachable light" Romans 8: In our day we must begin
to recover a sense of awe and profound reverence for God. We must begin to view him once again in the
infinite majesty that alone belongs to him who is the Creator and Supreme Ruler of the entire universe. There
is an infinite gap in worth and dignity between God the Creator and man the creature, even though man has
been created in the image of God. The fear of God is a heartfelt recognition of this gapâ€”not a putâ€”down of
man, but an exaltation of God. Even the redeemed in heaven fear the Lord. Great and marvelous are your
deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and
bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your
righteous acts have been revealed. It is these attributes, which particularly set forth the majesty of God, that
should elicit from our hearts a reverence for him. This same reverence was drawn forth from the children of
Israel when they saw the great power the Lord displayed against the Egyptians.
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