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Chapter 1 : What are the main characteristics of good research questions
Characteristics of a Good Research Question The research question is the uncertainty concerning something in the
population which the researcher wishes to deal with by making measurements on his/her study subjects.

Come to the interview well prepared with background knowledge of the subject, familiarity with your
recording equipment, a consent form that the interviewee will sign giving you permission to use the tape
recorded interview for research purposes. You should also mention that the interview will be archived as part
of a larger project documenting the lives of Latino migrants in the United States. Make the narrator as
comfortable as possible; polite, friendly behavior will put your interviewee at ease. Interviews should not
begin abruptly. Take the time to introduce yourself and to talk about your project. How are you today? Thanks
for taking time to let me interview you about your migration experiences for my oral history project. Where
would you like to sit to do the interview? How would you like to proceed with the interview? Take time to
find a quiet spot in which to conduct the interview. Set up the recorder between yourself and the interviewee.
Before you turn on the recorder, ask if the narrator is ready to begin. Begin the interview with a few simple
questions that the interviewee can answer easily and comfortably. Ask questions one at a time and do not rush
the interviewee to respond. Allow the interviewee time to think and respond. Do not become anxious by
silence. Silences will make for a better interview; pause at least ten seconds before asking a new question.
Speak clearly so that the interviewee can easily understand and hear you. Keep the questions as brief as
possible so that what you are asking will be clear to the interviewee. Repeat the question if you need to. Ask
as many open ended questions as possible. When constructing your questions, write them in clear, plain
English. Remember that your interviewees are not academics. For example, do not ask: And, in what ways or
how did they help you? Was that common practice? Respond appropriately to the interviewee. Do not
contradict or correct your interviewee and keep your personal opinions to yourself as much as possible. Do not
ask leading questions like: Do not rush the end of the interview. Have a good closing question that helps the
interviewee summarize or come to a conclusion. You might consider asking them if there is anything they
wish to say that they may not have already told you, before pausing the recorder. Always thank your
interviewee for the time and generosity in helping with your project. Remember to have the interviewee sign
the release form.
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Writing a Good Research Question Writing a Good Research Question The following unit will discuss the
basics of how to develop a good research questions and will provide examples of well-designed questions.
Identify the process for writing meaningful research questions. Developing a good research question is one of
the first critical steps in the research process. The research question, when appropriately written, will guide the
research project and assist in the construction of a logical argument. The research question should be a clear,
focused question that summarizes the issue that the researcher will investigate. How to Develop a Good
Research Question: Researchers should begin by identifying a broader subject of interest that lends itself to
investigation. For example, a researcher may be interested in childhood obesity. The next step is to do
preliminary research on the general topic to find out what research has already been done and what literature
already exists. How much research has been done on childhood obesity? What types of studies? Is there a
unique area that yet to be investigated or is there a particular question that may be worth replicating? The
following video may be helpful in learning how to choose appropriate keywords and search online databases:
For example, a researcher may want to consider the factors that are contributing to childhood obesity or the
success rate of intervention programs. Create a list of potential questions for consideration and choose one that
interests you and provides an opportunity for exploration. Finally, evaluate the question by using the following
list of guidelines: Is the research question one that is of interest to the researcher and potentially to others? Is it
a new issue or problem that needs to be solved or is it attempting to shed light on previously researched topic.
Is the research question researchable? Consider the available time frame and the required resources. Is the
methodology to conduct the research feasible? Is the research question measureable and will the process
produce data that can be supported or contradicted? Is the research question too broad or too narrow?
Considering the information above, the following provides examples of flawed research questions as well as
questions that are well-designed: This is too narrow because it can be answered with a simple statistic.
Questions that can be answered with a "yes" or a "no" should also typically be avoided. How does the
education level of the parents impact childhood obesity rates in Phoenix, AZ? This question demonstrates the
correct amount of specificity and the results would provide the opportunity for an argument to be formed.
Unfocused and too broad: What are the effects of childhood obesity in the United States? This question is so
broad that research methodology would be very difficult and the question is too broad to be discussed in a
typical research paper. How does childhood obesity correlate with academic performance in elementary school
children? This question has a very clear focus for which data can be collected, analyzed, and discussed. How
much time do young children spend doing physical activity per day? This question may allow the researcher to
collect data but does not lend itself to collecting data that can be used to create a valid argument because the
data is just factual information. What is the relationship between physical activity levels and childhood
obesity? This is a more subjective question that may lead to the formation of an argument based on the results
and analysis of the data. How are school systems addressing childhood obesity? This information can be
obtained without the need to collect unique data. The question could be answered with a simple online search
and does not provide an opportunity for analysis. What are the effects of intervention programs in the
elementary schools on the rate of childhood obesity among 3rd - 6th grade students? This question is more
complex and requires both investigation and evaluation which will lead the research to form an argument that
may be discussed.

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD RESEARCH QUESTION
Chapter 3 : Seven Important Criteria for a Good Research
A good research question is a question that hasn't already been answered, or hasn't been answered completely, or
hasn't been answered for your specific context. If the answer to the question is readily available in a good encyclopedia,
textbook, or reference book, then it is a homework question, not a research question.

It is necessary to avoid abstract topics and those, which are too broad. Our experts recommend following these
steps in order to write an excellent research paper: Choose an interesting research paper topic. It is advisable to
use a controversial research paper topic. Learn how to cite. This will help to avoid plagiarism. You may use
research paper foot notes or endnotes. Present your research paper ideas in a logical and comprehensive
manner. Follow a valid and chronological research paper format. Use a good research paper outline. Your
research paper should have an outline similar to this: Conclusion summary of the findings. It is very important
to choose an interesting problem for writing. For instance, you may write about the effects of smoking ,
obesity in America, health-care industry , etc. How Can We Help? If you still find yourself at a loss because of
your writing assignment contact ProfEssays. We will identify easily the basic points of your research paper.
With our wide range of products and skilled writers, our expertise in the field of custom research papers is
among the best you can find out there. Knowing the characteristics of a bad research paper could help you to
avoid pitfalls. The writing is considered bad if it has no logical structure and contains a plenty of grammatical
mistakes. If a writer does not stick to a required format and number of pages, the paper will be of a very low
quality. No arguments and improper citations are also the characteristics of a paper of low quality. Good
Research Paper Outline Writing One of the major characteristics of a nice research paper is a proper outline. It
is impossible to complete a perfect research paper without a proper outline. Everything is important while
writing it. That is why it is a good idea to start writing at a clear desk. Do not forget to consult your instructor
before getting down to work. So, it is necessary to read your assignment several times to understand the points
that are the most essential for the paper. A Funny Research Paper The characteristic of a funny research paper
is that it should be based on your imagination. You are required to choose some funny topic and discuss it in
the writing. For instance, you may write about the things men do not like in women. The most important thing
in this paper is not to confuse offensive remarks with just funny statements. Your ideas should be presented
with sparkles of irony and humor. A Research Paper on Food Sometimes students are to prepare a food
research paper. Characteristics of a food research paper are a good and pithy abstract , the information about
background research, the data about the current trends in the field, discussion section, conclusion, and
references. Each part of your writing is very important that is why pay attention and do not compromise with
the quality of your research paper. Research Paper Rubrics It is difficult to get a good research paper. It should
include good topics. They must be discussed and developed in a scholastic way. Aside from this, there are
several important f actors that must be considered to write an excellent paper. Unlike examinations, this type
of academic requirement does not have right or wrong answers. Since it is a subjective type of paper, many
teachers often provide research paper rubrics for their students. This is one of the best ways to distinguish the
characteristics of a good research paper because it addresses the requirements for this writing. We employ
only the best writers. They are experts in their field and highly capable of producing professional papers that
meet all of the academic requirements. Our customers may ask for revision as many times as it is necessary
until they are completely satisfied with the paper. There is no extra fee for this service. Our rates are quite
reasonable that is why ProfEssays. Looking for an exceptional company to do some custom writing for you?
Look no further than ProfEssays. You simply place an order with the writing instructions you have been
given, and before you know it, your essay or term paper, completely finished and unique, will be completed
and sent back to you. We understand students have plenty on their plates, which is why we love to help them
out. Let us do the work for you, so you have time to do what you want to do!
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When designing your research plan, ensure your research questions are created with the following in mind:
GroupQuality software to assist you with your market research or social research project.

Negligence in any step can affect the complete study and not just that part. There are certain characteristics
that are necessary in every research, these characteristics make the research a valid and generalizable study.
Having just information and data is not enough for good research paper, You must know qualities of good
research paper to present it in proper way. Research is all about deep investigation to unearth the truth
Rigorous Research is a laborious and hard work in reality and it requires great patience and control. Research
paper requires rigorousness to maintain its quality. There can be several factors that can effect the quality and
the outcome of the research, the researcher should have a control over these factors. Some factors will effect
the research positively while other factors can negatively effect the research. Negative factors can decrease the
validity of the research, so these factors should be kept in control by the researcher. Example For example in a
study conducted on the effect of humidity on the tensile strength of viscose fabrics the researcher has to test
the performance of the fabric under great humidity, less humidity and under standard humidity. The humidity
will be kept in control by the researcher to get valid and generalizable results. In another study the researcher
has to study the effect of socioeconomic class on the performance of children in school, the researcher will see
that no other factors are influencing the performance of the children. There can be many other factors like
parenting style, peer group influence or siblings rivalry that is effecting the performance of the child but the
researcher should have a strict control over these extraneous factors. Controlled Another very important and
basic characteristic of a research paper is that it should have to be controlled or measured. Everything that you
add in a research paper is preplanned and cannot happen just by chance. The first step in conducting a research
is choosing a research topic, from that step till the end, writing the research paper the researcher should keep
control over the research study. He should measure the consequences of each step that he has planned to take
prior to taking it. Example A researcher is conducting a research on the effect of permanent press finishes on
hte durability characteristics of fabrics. In this research the researcher should accurately measure the effectof
permanent press finishes and there should not be any other finishes on the fabric. Accurate Accuracy is
important because without accuracy the research paper cannot be valid and generalizable. In every step of the
research the researcher has to check the accuracy. When the researcher is reviewing literature he should write
down the references along with the literature review so that when writing those reviews he can accurately
write the reference of each review. While testing the hypothesis the researcher should write down the results
of the tests accurately so that there is no error. In research the researcher should leave no chances of error by
himself. He should ensure the accuracy of his research to percent. Example Suppose a researcher is conducting
a research on the impact of physical disabilities in children on the peer group acceptance. The researcher is
using interview as a tool of data collection the researcher should record the responses of the interviewees
accurately and he should not invest bias in any way. Clear A research paper should have to be free of
ambiguities and it should have great clarity. Clarity is one of the main essences of research and without clarity
the research paper is useless. Example A researcher should be cautious about the clarity of the research. The
researcher should first develop a clear research question or research problem and once the research problem is
clear and understandable the researcher can conduct the research without hurdles. Suppose the researcher
makes the research problem that how media influences child development, in this research question the
researcher needs to clarify which development, social, mental, physical or motor. The researcher cannot
undertake the study unless he brings clarity to the research problem. Concise As a researcher you do not need
to add a lot to the research paper to make it unique or interesting rather you should add only relevant and
original content. The readers will be able to understand a concise research more easily, there should not be
unnecessary details in the research. Example The researcher can write details and lots of explanations but
these details and explanations should be of value to the research the researcher should not add unnecessary
details in the research. The research paper is more concise in nature than dissertations and thesis. Valid
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Validity is the most important concern in writing and conducting a research. The actual strength of the
research paper is its validity. A valid research is applicable to various situations in general or it can be applied
to any specific situation, people or society. Example The constructs you are using, to measure attitudes,
behavior or other phenomenon, whether they really measure what you want to measure or they measure
something else. Verifiable The data the researcher adds in the research paper should have to be verifiable and
provable. The researcher should be able to demonstrate the research paper and there should not be any
loopholes in the information. Example The researcher should know from where the data has been taken and
how it has been analyzed. Suppose another researcher is trying to repeat similar study to make it more valid he
should be able to get information from the previous research, if previous research will be invalid or
unverifiable the new research will also get effected. Research is an ongoing process and not only research
helps in the general development of the humanity but it more specifically is used by the new researchers to
generate more information. Sequential The research should have to be conducted and written in a logical
manner. The researcher should follow a sequence so that he cannot get troubled in the end as to how to
compile this research. It is better if you start writing the research paper as you are conducting it. Example You
cannot write the analysis before writing about the data collection and data processing. You have to follow a
procedure and sequence. Precise Preciseness means that the research paper should have completeness and it
should contain detailed investigation of the research topic. Example The research should contain exact
answers to the research questions. It is not possible that the researcher formulates a specific research question
about women injustice in underdeveloped countries but answers the question about more general topic like
gender biases. Original The research paper should contain only original content and copy work should be
completely avoided. You can add literature from other sources in various forms like in the form of literature
review but you should never compromise on the originality of the research paper. Example Suppose a
researcher is conducting a research on the impact of financial resources in family on the personality
development of children. He has to use truly original data that has been collected from truly representative
sample. Coherent Coherence is necessary because it makes the research paper a complete and one unit. Every
part of the research paper should be so linked that it makes a whole. Example The researcher should stick to
one theme and should not wander from one topic to another. Academic style of writing Writing a research
paper is the last step of the research and writing requires rigorousness. The researcher should follow an
academic style of writing and any ostentatiousness in writing should be avoided. The language of the research
paper should have to be simple and easy to understand. Example A research paper, thesis or dissertation
should have decency and there should have to be least ornamentation. The purpose of the research is to bring
into light facts and figures. The researcher should avoid the use of double baralled sentences, complex
language or unnecessary details. The research should have to be concise and precise in nature. Generalizable
The research paper findings should be generalizable and the findings should be applicable to the society in one
way or other. Sometimes the purpose of the research is to develop new research tools, techniques or data
collection instruments. Such research may not be useful for the society in general but in the long run
researchers will be bale to use these tools or techniques to conduct more researches. Example The researcher
is conducting a study on the life of transgender class in the society. He has to collect data from different
people who belong to this class, the researcher should understand that he cannot generalize his findings untill
he has selected an unbiased and truly representative sample. He cannot select a sample from one area of the
population rather he should select sample from every area of the population to make it representative of the
whole population.
Chapter 5 : What are the Qualities of a Good Research Paper - Reading Craze
Characteristics of a Research Problem on Sep 4, by KhaLid Betani Generally speaking, whether a research problem is
historical, descriptive, and experimental or ease study, the characteristics.
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Academic Research is defined as a process of collecting, analyzing and interpreting information to answer questions or
solve a problem. But to qualify as good research, the process must have certain characteristics and properties: it must,
as far as possible, be controlled, rigorous, systematic, valid and verifiable, empirical and critical.

Chapter 7 : 10 Distinctive Qualities of Qualitative Research | Research Design Review
A research question is the fundamental core of a research project, study, or review of literature. It focuses the study,
determines the methodology, and guides all stages of inquiry, analysis, and reporting.

Chapter 8 : Characteristic of a Good Research Paper
12/30/ 1 Quantitative Research Questions Prepared by: Amanda J. Rockinson-Szapkiw Liberty University Research
Question: 6 Characteristics of a Good Research Question.

Chapter 9 : Top 10 Qualities of Good Academic Research Â« Guide 2 Research
An exploratory question that makes an individual to seek within their thoughts and experience these thoughts, is a
question with good characteristics. 5 Recommendations Rose Nkechi Uchem.
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