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Chapter 1 : The Story of Our Country Every Child Can Read by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut - Free at Loyal Books
But wherever the grave of the great sailor may be, his memory will live in every heart capable of respecting a brave
man; for he first dared to cross the "Sea of Darkness", and he discovered America.

Early Life of Columbus. Christopher Columbus was born in the Republic of Genoa. The honor of his
birth-place has been claimed by many villages in that Republic, and the house in which he was born cannot be
now pointed out with certainty. But the best authorities agree that the children and the grown people of the
world have never been mistaken when they have said: It has frequently been said that he himself assumed this
form, because Columba is the Latin word for "Dove," with a fanciful feeling that, in carrying Christian light to
the West, he had taken the mission of the dove. Thus, he had first found land where men thought there was
ocean, and he was the messenger of the Holy Spirit to those who sat in darkness. It has also been assumed that
he took the name of Christopher, "the Christ-bearer," for similar reasons. But there is no doubt that he was
baptized "Christopher," and that the family name had long been Columbo. The coincidences of name are but
two more in a calendar in which poetry delights, and of which history is full. This name means Red-fountain.
He bad two brothers, Bartholomew and Diego, whom we shall meet again. Diego is the Spanish way of
writing the name which we call James. It seems probable that Christopher was born in the year , though some
writers have said that he was older than this, and some that he was younger. The record of his birth and that of
his baptism have not been found. His father was not a rich man, but he was able to send Christopher, as a boy,
to the University of Pavia, and here he studied grammar, geometry, geography and navigation, astronomy and
the Latin language. But this was as a boy studies, for in his fourteenth year he left the university and entered,
in hard work, on "the larger college of the world. From this time, for fifteen years, it is hard to trace along the
life of Columbus. It was the life of an intelligent young seaman, going wherever there was a voyage for him.
He says himself, "I passed twenty-three years on the sea. I have seen all the Levant, all the western coasts, and
the North. I have seen England; I have often made the voyage from Lisbon to the Guinea coast. Again he says,
"I went to sea from the most tender age and have continued in a sea life to this day. Whoever gives himself up
to this art wants to know the secrets of Nature here below. It is more than forty years that I have been thus
engaged. Wherever any one has sailed, there I have sailed. The latter of the two was a captain in the fleets of
Louis XI of France, and imaginative students may represent him as meeting Quentin Durward at court.
Christopher Columbus seems to have made several voyages under the command of the younger of these
relatives. He commanded the Genoese galleys near Cyprus in a war which the Genoese had with the
Venetians. Between the years and the Genoese were acting as allies with King John of Calabria, and
Columbus had a command as captain in their navy at that time. The Southern part of Iceland is in the latitude
of sixty-three and a half degrees. When I was there the sea was not frozen, but the tides there are so strong that
they rise and fall twenty-six cubits. He was no longer an adventurous sailor-boy, glad of any voyage which
offered; he was a man thirty years of age or more. He married in the city of Lisbon and settled himself there.
His wife was named Philippa. She was the daughter of an Italian gentleman named Bartolomeo Muniz de
Perestrello, who was, like Columbus, a sailor, and was alive to all the new interests which geography then
presented to all inquiring minds. This was in the year , and the King of Portugal was pressing the expeditions
which, before the end of the century, resulted in the discovery of the route to the Indies by the Cape of Good
Hope. The young couple had to live. Neither the bride nor her husband had any fortune, and Columbus
occupied himself as a draftsman, illustrating books, making terrestrial globes, which must have been curiously
inaccurate, since they had no Cape of Good Hope and no American Continent, drawing charts for sale, and
collecting, where he could, the material for such study. Such charts and maps were beginning to assume new
importance in those days of geographical discovery. The value attached to them may be judged from the
statement that Vespucius paid one hundred and thirty ducats for one map. This sum would be more than five
hundred dollars of our time. Columbus did not give up his maritime enterprises. He made voyages to the coast
of Guinea and in other directions. It is said that he was in command of one of the vessels of his relative Colon
el Mozo, when, in the Portuguese seas, this admiral, with his squadron, engaged four Venetian galleys

Page 1

DOWNLOAD PDF CHAPTER I.COLUMBUS, THE GREAT SAILOR
returning from Flanders. A bloody battle followed. The ship which Christopher Columbus commanded was
engaged with a Venetian vessel, to which it set fire. There was danger of an explosion, and Columbus himself,
seeing this danger, flung himself into the sea, seized a floating oar, and thus gained the shore. He was not far
from Lisbon, and from this time made Lisbon his home for many years. He says himself, "I was constantly
corresponding with learned men, some ecclesiastics and some laymen, some Latin and some Greek, some
Jews and some Moors. We must not suppose that the idea of the roundness of the earth was invented by
Columbus. Although there were other theories about its shape, many intelligent men well understood that the
earth was a globe, and that the Indies, though they were always reached from Europe by going to the East,
must be on the west of Europe also. There is a very funny story in the travels of Mandeville, in which a
traveler is represented as having gone, mostly on foot, through all the countries of Asia, but finally determines
to return to Norway, his home. In his farthest eastern investigation, he hears some people calling their cattle by
a peculiar cry, which he had never heard before. Now all the geographers of repute supposed that there was
not nearly so large a distance as there proved to be, in truth, between Europe and Asia. Had Columbus
believed there was any such immense distance, he would never have undertaken his voyage. Almost all the
detailed knowledge of the Indies which the people of his time had, was given by the explorations of Marco
Polo, a Venetian traveler of the thirteenth century, whose book had long been in the possession of European
readers. It is a very entertaining book now, and may well be recommended to young people who like stories of
adventure. Marco Polo had visited the court of the Great Khan of Tartary at Pekin, the prince who brought the
Chinese Empire into very much the condition in which it now is. He had, also, given accounts of Japan or
Cipango, which he had himself never visited. Columbus knew, therefore, that, well east of the Indies, was the
island of Cipango, and he aimed at that island, because he supposed that that was the nearest point to Europe,
as in fact it is. And when finally he arrived at Cuba, as the reader will see, he thought he was in Japan. He,
therefore, was interested in western explorations, and probably from him Columbus collected some of the
statements which are known to have influenced him, with regard to floating matters from the West, which are
constantly borne upon that island by the great currents of the sea. The historians are fond of bringing together
all the intimations which are given in the Greek and Latin classics, and in later authors, with regard to a land
beyond Asia. Perhaps the most famous of them is that of Seneca, "In the later years there shall come days in
which Ocean shall loose his chains, and a great land shall appear. In writing to Columbus, he says, "I see that
you have a great and noble desire to go into that country of the East where the spices come from, and in reply
to your letter I send you a copy of that which I addressed some years ago to my attached friend in the service
of the most serene King of Portugal. He had an order from his Highness to write me on this subject. If I had a
globe in my hand, I could show you what is needed. But I prefer to mark out the route on a chart like a marine
chart, which will be an assistance to your intelligence and enterprise. On this chart I have myself drawn the
whole extremity of our western shore from Ireland as far down as the coast of Guinea toward the South, with
all the islands which are to be found on this route. Opposite this [that is, the shores of Ireland and Africa] I
have placed directly at the West the beginning of the Indies with the islands and places where you will land.
You will see for yourself how many miles you must keep from the arctic pole toward the equator, and at what
distance you will arrive at these regions so fertile and productive of spices and precious stones. Toscanelli
gives the exact distance which Columbus will have to sail: And from Antilia to Japan it will be two hundred
and twenty-five leagues. You would be sure of this if you met as many people as I do who have been in the
country of spices. This man was Christopher Columbus. But he knew well that he could not do it alone. He
must have money enough for an expedition, he must have authority to enlist crews for that expedition, and he
must have power to govern those crews when they should arrive in the Indies. In our times such adventures
have been conducted by mercantile corporations, but in those times no one thought of doing any such thing
without the direct assistance and support of some monarch. It is easy now to see and to say that Columbus
himself was singularly well fitted to take the charge of the expedition of discovery. He was an excellent sailor
and at the same time he was a learned geographer and a good mathematician. He was living in Portugal, the
kings of which country had, for many years, fostered the exploration of the coast of Africa, and were pushing
expeditions farther and farther South. In doing this, they were, in a fashion, making new discoveries. For
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Europe was wholly ignorant of the western coast of Africa, beyond the Canaries, when their expeditions
began. But all men of learning knew that, five hundred years before the Christian era, Hanno, a Carthaginian,
had sailed round Africa under the direction of the senate of Carthage. The efforts of the King of Portugal were
to repeat the voyage made by Hanno. In , Gonzales and Tristam sailed as far as Sierra Leone. They brought
back some blacks as slaves, and this was the beginning of the slave trade. In the Portuguese took possession of
the Azores, the most western points of the Old World. Step by step they advanced southward, and became
familiar with the African coast. Bold navigators were eager to find the East, and at last success came. Diaz
was himself brave enough to be willing to go on to the Red Sea, after he made the great discovery of the Cape
of Good Hope, but his crews mutinied, after he had gone much farther than his predecessors, and compelled
him to return. He passed the southern cape of Africa and went forty miles farther. He called it the Cape of
Torments, "Cabo Tormentoso," so terrible were the storms he met there. But when King John heard his report
he gave it that name of good omen which it has borne ever since, the name of the "Cape of Good Hope. If the
world was round, as the sun and moon were, and as so many men of learning believed, India or the Indies
must be to the west of Portugal. The value of direct trade with the Indies would be enormous. Europe had
already acquired a taste for the spices of India and had confidence in the drugs of India. The silks and other
articles of clothing made in India, and the carpets of India, were well known and prized. Marco Polo and
others had given an impression that there was much gold in India; and the pearls and precious stones of India
excited the imagination of all who read his travels.
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Chapter 2 : Columbus, The Indians, and Human Progress
Christopher Columbus died in in his homeland, Spain. Columbus's cause of death was gout or Reiter's Syndrome.
Through his work, he proved that he was one of the World's great explorer and sailor.

First Voyage to the Americas: Columbus Guided by the Spirit With a hand that could be felt, the Lord opened
my mind to the fact that it would be possible to sail from here to the Indies. This was a fire that burned within
me who can doubt that this fire was not merely mine, but also of the Holy Spirit. Inasmuch as Columbus sailed
33 continuous days into the unknown, with a crew on the verge of mutiny in the final stages, it is apparent that
every decision he made was crucial to both the success of his expedition and the survival of his small fleet. It
is amazing, said George E. The answers to these questions lie in the several accounts of the journey that have
endured the five centuries since that stunning expedition. Most secular historians, however, have placed little
emphasis on the most important theme of allâ€”the fact that Columbus was guided by the Spirit of God.
Before , other navigators had tried unsuccessfully to explore westward from the Azores Islands miles west of
the coast of Portugal , assuming that this was the best place from which to set sail Morison 1: Although the
Azores were the western-most islands known in the Atlantic, Columbus chose to sail from Palos, Spain, to the
Canary Islands off the west coast of Africa and from there, to launch his voyage into the vast unknown. By
doing so, he caught the tradewinds blowing from the northeast to the southwest and avoided the headwinds
which blow from the west to the east in the vicinity of the Azores Nunn 37â€”38, The route Columbus chose
has stood the test of time: Columbus, however, gave credit to the Lord. Inspirational Junctures Columbus
experienced relatively easy sailing during the entire outward voyage; had he not done so, he likely would not
have reached America before his crew mutinied. There was one occasion, however, on 23 September, when
the sea became calm, and the ships were stalled for part of the day. Columbus noted in his journal that the
crew, which had not seen land for some days, began to complain that since there were no heavy seas in the
region, the wind would never blow hard enough to return to Spain. Soon thereafter, the sea mysteriously rose
without wind, astonishing the crew Dunn and Kelly The Admiral considered this a divine miracle. On the way
to America, Columbus changed course only twice during the entire 33 days at sea. The first alteration was on 7
October. Until that time, Christopher had sailed due west for 28 days. Then he noted in his journal that a great
multitude of birds passed over, going from north to southwest. That extra day would have been critical, since
two days before the eventual sighting of land, the crew threatened mutiny. The story of the threatened mutiny
is one of the most dramatic episodes of the first voyage. The incident took place on Wednesday, 10 October ,
after they had been at sea for over 31 days without seeing land. The sailors, who had been concealing their
discontent, now openly threatened insurrection. They had come to believe that Columbus, the foreigner from
Genoa, had deceived them; they supposed he was leading them on a journey from which they would never
return. Others have stated, after the fact, that at this juncture, Columbus promised the men that they would
return if they did not sight land within two or three days Morison 1: The second instance in which the Admiral
altered his route was after sunset on 11 October, just a few hours before land was sighted. For no apparent
reason, he gave orders to change direction from west southwest back to the original course of due west Dunn
and Kelly He gave no explanation for the change, but it was, nevertheless, an excellent choice. Had he
continued on the west southwest course instead of steering due west, he would have missed the island of San
Salvador, and would likely have ended up on the deadly reefs along the coast of Long Island in the Caribbean ,
perhaps never returning to Spain Morison 1: Having made this second course correction, Columbus was then
right on target, and Justin time to meet with his destinyâ€”to discover the New Land. He commanded the night
watch to keep an especially sharp lookout because he was confident that land was nearby. In addition to an
annuity of 10, maravedis guaranteed by the Sovereigns, the Admiral also promised to give a silk jacket to the
first sailor who sighted land Dunn and Kelly He did, however, bring it to the attention of Pedro Gutierrez,
who also acknowledged seeing the flickering light. Rodrigo Sanchez was also called on to observe the light,
but he claimed he could see nothing from where he was Phillips and Phillips One can only imagine the
gratitude and relief they all must have felt, after more than a month of anxious days at sea, when their eyes
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first saw this obscure little island in the middle of the tropical Caribbean Sea. It goes without saying that the
crews were ecstatic and their respect and admiration for the Admiral soared, literally, overnight. For
Columbus, this historic sighting was a rendezvous with destiny. He had proven, in spite of mounting
opposition and a lack of faith on the part of his crew, that it was possible to sail westward across the great
Atlantic. According to his agreement with the monarchs, Columbus officially became Admiral of the Ocean
Sea, simultaneously gaining the titles of Viceroy and Governor of this island at the moment he discovered it.
Professor Hugh Nibley aptly put this celebrated moment into proper perspective when he said: The aim and
purpose of all his work and suffering was what happened at 2 a. Impatient and anxious to explore their new
discovery, the crew waited through the night, and sailed excitedly to shore at daybreak. Upon reaching dry
ground, the landing party knelt, kissed the sand with tears of joy, and offered prayers of thanks to God. Rising
from his knees, the Admiral named the island San Salvador Holy Savior , thus beginning a personal tradition
of giving names of religious significance to many newly discovered lands Ferdinand In deference to the
crown, Columbus dedicated San Salvador, which lay off the northern coast of Cuba, to the Spanish monarchs.
Exploring the Wonders of the Caribbean The arrival of the ships did not go unnoticed by the inhabitants of the
island. And all those that I saw were young people, for none did I see of more than 30 years of age. They are
very well formed, with handsome bodies and good faces. Later in his journal, Columbus noted: He determined
to take six of the islanders with him in order to educate them in Spanish and in the ways of European life.
After three days of exploring on San Salvador, the Admiral set sail southward, passing various islands en route
to an eventual landing at Cuba on 28 October. An astonishing reception awaited the Spanish explorers at this
port. Arriving at a village of about inhabitants 12 leagues from the shore, the men had been greeted with great
reverence and adoration: When it came time for the two Spaniards to leave, hundreds of the natives wanted to
go with them. This account of native Americans giving reverence to the fair-skinned men whom they believed
had come from heaven is intriguing to those who believe in the Book of Mormon. Virtually all tribes teach of
him. He announced to the people that he was born of a virgin. Christopher was so impressed with the spiritual
potential of the Indians that he made an immediate plea on their behalf in his journal that day: Columbus spent
the entire month of November exploring the northeast coast of Cuba; then, on 5 December , he sailed across
the windward passage and safely made his way to the island of Hispaniola. The climate and trees of this new
land reminded him so much of Spain that he decided to name it Espanola Dunn and Kelly However, as early
as , Peter Martyr, the first New World historian, began referring to the island as Hispaniola, its Latin name, by
which it is still known today Morison 1: Haiti and the Dominican Republic are the two countries currently on
the island. This island would soon become the home of the first Spanish colony in the New World.
Unfortunately, it would also be the scene of much frustration, tribulation, and humiliation for Columbus.
Instead, it was the date of a major calamity on this historic voyage. On the days just prior to Christmas, while
the fleet was exploring the shores of Hispaniola, the weather had been turbulent making it difficult for the
crew to sleep. Then on Christmas Eve the weather finally turned calm. Unfortunately, the helmsman was also
sleepy and turned the tiller over to a boy, even though Columbus had specifically ordered the crew not to
allow a boy to steer the ship Dunn and Kelley Disaster struck just before midnight on Christmas Eve as the
Santa Maria slid upon a coral reef so gently that the crew was not even aware that they were aground.
Nevertheless, the boy knew what had happened as soon as he felt the rudder lodge in the coral Taviani, The
Great Adventure, â€” Even though it was not a tumultuous wreck and no lives were lost, the resulting leakage
was so severe that the ship was unsalvageable. The accident forced Columbus to abandon the wreckage, and
he was obliged to leave 39 of his crew in a make-shift fort built from what was left of the ship. This fort,
named La Navidad because of their arrival on Christmas day, became the first Spanish colony in the New
World, although it came about quite by chance. The Homeward Voyage After exploring the islands of the
Caribbean for three months, Columbus prepared to return to Europe in his substitute flagship, the Nina. The
route the Admiral chose for his homeward journey is yet another example of his being inspired of God.
Columbus did not return to Spain by the same southern sea passage that had carried him to America. Instead,
he sailed northeast and caught winds coming out of the west that took him back across the Atlantic to the
Azores. With no prior trans-Atlantic sailing experience, how did Christopher enjoy such good fortune on both
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legs of the trip? On 16 January the Admiral began his homeward trek. The unknown winds served him well at
first; he experienced relatively smooth sailing for the first four weeks. Then, all of a sudden, it seemed as if the
devil himself was attempting to prevent Columbus from achieving his providential destiny. On 12 February,
the fleet was overtaken by a violent tempest, perhaps more perilous than any of the other storms the sailors
had experienced in their lives. The storm was so terrible that none of the men thought they would live through
it In the midst of this nightmare at sea, Columbus assembled the crew and called on the Lord for help. He
ordered all the men on the ship to draw lots to choose one of the crew to take a pilgrimage to Santa Maria de
Guadalupe if the Lord would save their lives and allow them to return to Spain. For the drawing, Christopher
put a chick-pea into a hat for each member of the crew, with one pea marked with a cross. Columbus drew
first and, as fate would have it, he picked the pea with the cross on it. When the storm raged on, Christopher
ordered another drawing, this time for a pilgrimage to Santa Maria de Loreto in Italy. The lot fell on a sailor
named Pedro de Villa, and Columbus promised to give him money for his journey. The storm intensified so
the Admiral ordered a third drawing, this time for a pilgrimage to Santa Clara de Moguer. Surprisingly, the lot
fell once again to him, but the storm did not subside. That evening the storm began to subside and the next
morning they spotted landâ€”they had reached the Azores, miles off the coast of Portugal. However, the
raging sea had not yet finished with the battered ships. Once again the crew drew lots, this time to send a
pilgrim in his shirt-sleeves to Santa Maria de la Cinta in Huelva. Amazingly the lot fell to Columbus again.
The next morning the storm blew them into the mouth of the Lisbon River, and they made their way to a dock.
Finally, they arrived at Palos, Spain, on 15 March ; and the Pinta sailed into the same port just a few hours
later. This reception was a striking contrast from the scene played out the year before, when Columbus left the
court in despair after these same monarchs had rejected his proposal.
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Chapter 3 : The Top 25 Restaurants in Columbus of | blog.quintoapp.com
The year will see schoolchildren everywhere celebrating Christopher Columbus's fantastic journey to uncharted lands.
This illustrated storybook is a compilation of passages taken from a translation of the actual journal that Columbus kept
on his travels--a book to stir all who read it.

When Columbus and his sailors came ashore, carrying swords, speaking oddly, the Arawaks ran to greet them,
brought them food, water, gifts. He later wrote of this in his log: They willingly traded everything they owned
They were well-built, with good bodies and handsome features They do not bear arms, and do not know them,
for I showed them a sword, they took it by the edge and cut themselves out of ignorance. They have no iron.
Their spears are made of cane They would make fine servants With fifty men we could subjugate them all and
make them do whatever we want. These Arawaks of the Bahama Islands were much like Indians on the
mainland, who were remarkable European observers were to say again and again for their hospitality, their
belief in sharing. These traits did not stand out in the Europe of the Renaissance, dominated as it was by the
religion of popes, the government of kings, the frenzy for money that marked Western civilization and its first
messenger to the Americas, Christopher Columbus. As soon as I arrived in the Indies, on the first Island which
I found, I took some of the natives by force in order that they might learn and might give me information of
whatever there is in these parts. The information that Columbus wanted most was: Where is the gold? He had
persuaded the king and queen of Spain to finance an expedition to the lands, the wealth, he expected would be
on the other side of the Atlantic-the Indies and Asia, gold and spices. For, like other informed people of his
time, he knew the world was round and he could sail west in order to get to the Far East. Spain was recently
unified, one of the new modern nation-states, like France, England, and Portugal. Its population, mostly poor
peasants, worked for the nobility, who were 2 percent of the population and owned 95 percent of the land.
Spain had tied itself to the Catholic Church, expelled all the Jews, driven out the Moors. Like other states of
the modern world, Spain sought gold, which was becoming the new mark of wealth, more useful than land
because it could buy anything. There was gold in Asia, it was thought, and certainly silks and spices, for
Marco Polo and others had brought back marvelous things from their overland expeditions centuries before.
Now that the Turks had conquered Constantinople and the eastern Mediterranean, and controlled the land
routes to Asia, a sea route was needed. Portuguese sailors were working their way around the southern tip of
Africa. Spain decided to gamble on a long sail across an unknown ocean. In return for bringing back gold and
spices, they promised Columbus 10 percent of the profits, governorship over new-found lands, and the fame
that would go with a new title: Admiral of the Ocean Sea. He set out with three sailing ships, the largest of
which was the Santa Maria, perhaps feet long, and thirty-nine crew members. Columbus would never have
made it to Asia, which was thousands of miles farther away than he had calculated, imagining a smaller world.
He would have been doomed by that great expanse of sea. But he was lucky. One-fourth of the way there he
came upon an unknown, uncharted land that lay between Europe and Asia-the Americas. It was early October
, and thirty-three days since he and his crew had left the Canary Islands, off the Atlantic coast of Africa. Now
they saw branches and sticks floating in the water. They saw flocks of birds. These were signs of land. Then,
on October 12, a sailor called Rodrigo saw the early morning moon shining on white sands, and cried out. It
was an island in the Bahamas, the Caribbean sea. The first man to sight land was supposed to get a yearly
pension of 10, maravedis for life, but Rodrigo never got it. Columbus claimed he had seen a light the evening
before. He got the reward. So, approaching land, they were met by the Arawak Indians, who swam out to greet
them. The Arawaks lived in village communes, had a developed agriculture of corn, yams, cassava. They
could spin and weave, but they had no horses or work animals. They had no iron, but they wore tiny gold
ornaments in their ears. This was to have enormous consequences: He then sailed to what is now Cuba, then to
Hispaniola the island which today consists of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. There, bits of visible gold in
the rivers, and a gold mask presented to Columbus by a local Indian chief, led to wild visions of gold fields.
On Hispaniola, out of timbers from the Santa Maria, which had run aground, Columbus built a fort, the first
European military base in the Western Hemisphere. He called it Navidad Christmas and left thirty-nine
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crewmembers there, with instructions to find and store the gold. He took more Indian prisoners and put them
aboard his two remaining ships. At one part of the island he got into a fight with Indians who refused to trade
as many bows and arrows as he and his men wanted. Two were run through with swords and bled to death.
Then the Nina and the Pinta set sail for the Azores and Spain. When the weather turned cold, the Indian
prisoners began to die. He insisted he had reached Asia it was Cuba and an island off the coast of China
Hispaniola. His descriptions were part fact, part fiction: Hispaniola is a miracle. Mountains and hills, plains
and pastures, are both fertile and beautiful There are many spices, and great mines of gold and other metals
The Indians, Columbus reported, "are so naive and so free with their possessions that no one who has not
witnessed them would believe it. When you ask for something they have, they never say no. To the contrary,
they offer to share with anyone The aim was clear: They went from island to island in the Caribbean, taking
Indians as captives. On Haiti, they found that the sailors left behind at Fort Navidad had been killed in a battle
with the Indians, after they had roamed the island in gangs looking for gold, taking women and children as
slaves for sex and labor. Now, from his base on Haiti, Columbus sent expedition after expedition into the
interior. They found no gold fields, but had to fill up the ships returning to Spain with some kind of dividend.
In the year , they went on a great slave raid, rounded up fifteen hundred Arawak men, women, and children,
put them in pens guarded by Spaniards and dogs, then picked the five hundred best specimens to load onto
ships. Of those five hundred, two hundred died en route. The rest arrived alive in Spain and were put up for
sale by the archdeacon of the town, who reported that, although the slaves were "naked as the day they were
born," they showed "no more embarrassment than animals. And so Columbus, desperate to pay back dividends
to those who had invested, had to make good his promise to fill the ships with gold. In the province of Cicao
on Haiti, where he and his men imagined huge gold fields to exist, they ordered all persons fourteen years or
older to collect a certain quantity of gold every three months. When they brought it, they were given copper
tokens to hang around their necks. Indians found without a copper token had their hands cut off and bled to
death. The Indians had been given an impossible task. The only gold around was bits of dust garnered from
the streams. So they fled, were hunted down with dogs, and were killed. Trying to put together an army of
resistance, the Arawaks faced Spaniards who had armor, muskets, swords, horses. When the Spaniards took
prisoners they hanged them or burned them to death. Among the Arawaks, mass suicides began, with cassava
poison. Infants were killed to save them from the Spaniards. In two years, through murder, mutilation, or
suicide, half of the , Indians on Haiti were dead. When it became clear that there was no gold left, the Indians
were taken as slave labor on huge estates, known later as encomiendas. They were worked at a ferocious pace,
and died by the thousands. By the year , there were perhaps fifty thousand Indians left. By , there were five
hundred. A report of the year shows none of the original Arawaks or their descendants left on the island. The
chief source-and, on many matters the only source-of information about what happened on the islands after
Columbus came is Bartolome de las Casas, who, as a young priest, participated in the conquest of Cuba. For a
time he owned a plantation on which Indian slaves worked, but he gave that up and became a vehement critic
of Spanish cruelty. In it, he describes the Indians. They are agile, he says, and can swim long distances,
especially the women. They are not completely peaceful, because they do battle from time to time with other
tribes, but their casualties seem small, and they fight when they are individually moved to do so because of
some grievance, not on the orders of captains or kings. Women in Indian society were treated so well as to
startle the Spaniards. Las Casas describes sex relations: Marriage laws are non-existent men and women alike
choose their mates and leave them as they please, without offense, jealousy or anger. They multiply in great
abundance; pregnant women work to the last minute and give birth almost painlessly; up the next day, they
bathe in the river and are as clean and healthy as before giving birth. The Indians, Las Casas says, have no
religion, at least no temples. They live in large communal bell-shaped buildings, housing up to people at one
time They prize bird feathers of various colors, beads made of fishbones, and green and white stones with
which they adorn their ears and lips, but they put no value on gold and other precious things.
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History Chapter Columbus believed that he could sail west around the world from Spain to reach China. A Portugese
sailor who was the first European to.

Cruelty and Slavery Why do we honor a man who, if he were alive today, would almost certainly be sitting on
Death Row awaiting execution? Yet, the stunning truth is: If Christopher Columbus were alive today, he
would be put on trial for crimes against humanity. Why do we honor a man who, if he were alive today, would
almost certainly be sitting on Death Row awaiting execution? We teach our school kids a cute little song that
goes: Surprisingly, the true story of Christopher Columbus has very little in common with the myth we all
learned in school. Columbus Day , as we know it in the United States, was invented by the Knights of
Columbus , a Catholic fraternal service organization. Back in the s, they were looking for a Catholic hero as a
role-model their kids could look up to. In , as a result of lobbying by the Knights of Columbus, Congress and
President Franklin Roosevelt signed Columbus Day into law as a federal holiday to honor this courageous
explorer. Or so we thought. There are several problems with this. As we all know, the Viking, Leif Ericson
probably founded a Norse village on Newfoundland some years earlier. But if you think about it, the whole
concept of discovering America is, well, arrogant. After all, the Native Americans discovered North America
about 14, years before Columbus was even born! Surprisingly, DNA evidence now suggests that courageous
Polynesian adventurers sailed dugout canoes across the Pacific and settled in South America long before the
Vikings. Writing in his diary, Columbus said they were a handsome, smart and kind people. He noted that the
gentle Arawaks were remarkable for their hospitality. The Arawaks had no weapons ; their society had neither
criminals, prisons nor prisoners. They were so kind-hearted that Columbus noted in his diary that on the day
the Santa Maria was shipwrecked, the Arawaks labored for hours to save his crew and cargo. The native
people were so honest that not one thing was missing. Columbus was so impressed with the hard work of these
gentle islanders, that he immediately seized their land for Spain and enslaved them to work in his brutal gold
mines. Within only two years, , half of the population of the original natives on the island were dead.
Shockingly, Columbus supervised the selling of native girls into sexual slavery. Young girls of the ages 9 to
10 were the most desired by his men. In , Columbus casually wrote about it in his log. Slavery was so
intolerable for these sweet, gentle island people that at one point, of them committed mass suicide. Catholic
law forbade the enslavement of Christians, but Columbus solved this problem. He simply refused to baptize
the native people of Hispaniola. On his second trip to the New World, Columbus brought cannons and attack
dogs. If a native resisted slavery, he would cut off a nose or an ear. If slaves tried to escape, Columbus had
them burned alive. Other times, he sent attack dogs to hunt them down, and the dogs would tear off the arms
and legs of the screaming natives while they were still alive. If the Spaniards ran short of meat to feed the
dogs, Arawak babies were killed for dog food. But the King and Queen of Spain, their treasury filling up with
gold, pardoned Columbus and let him go free. According to De Las Casas, the men made bets as to who, with
one sweep of his sword, could cut a person in half. In a single day, De Las Casas was an eye witness as the
Spanish soldiers dismembered, beheaded, or raped native people. But after a while, there were no more natives
to protect. Experts generally agree that before , the population on the island of Hispaniola probably numbered
above 3 million. Within 20 years of Spanish arrival, it was reduced to only 60, Within 50 years, not a single
original native inhabitant could be found. In , Spanish historian Peter Martyr wrote: In fact, Columbus was the
first slave trader in the Americas. As the native slaves died off, they were replaced with black slaves. Are you
surprised you never learned about any of this in school? Why do we have this extraordinary gap in our
American ethos? Columbus himself kept detailed diaries, as did some of his men including De Las Casas and
Michele de Cuneo. The REAL question is: Why do we celebrate a holiday in honor of this man? Take three
deep breaths. Sometimes the truth hurts. Call me crazy, but I think holidays ought to honor people who are
worthy of our admiration, true heroes who are positive role models for our children. Foremost among them are
school kids. Let me tell you about some school kids who are changing the world. I think they are worthy of a
holiday. She recently visited Kenya. Nan says there are 33 million people in Kenya Can you imagine that? She
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went to Kibera, the slum outside Nairobi, and a boy walked up to her and handed her a baby. Here, take my
sister. If I die, they will throw her into the street to die. There are so many orphans in Kenya, the baby girls are
throwaways! Nan visited an orphanage for girls. The girls were starving to death. They had one old cow that
only gave one cup of milk a day. After this heartbreaking experience, Nan went home to her school in
Minnesota and asked the kids The kids got the idea to make homemade paper and sell it to buy a cow. So they
made a bunch of paper, and sold the paper, and when they were done they had enough money to buy If a
6-year-old could do that These kids are heroes. Let me ask you a question: Would we celebrate Columbus Day
if the story of Christopher Columbus were told from the point-of-view of his victims? The truth about
Columbus is going to be a hard pill for some folks to swallow. All the Catholics I know are wonderful people.
How about Mother Teresa day? Francis of Assisi day? These men and women are truly heroes of peace, not
just for Catholics, but for all of us. Martin Luther King, and John F. These people were not adventurers who
"discovered" an island in the Caribbean. They were noble souls who discovered what is best in the human
spirit.
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Our first step, in this regard, cannot but be the investigation of Columbus' life in Genoa, the Ligurian city where according to tradition - the great navigator was born in with the name of Cristoforo Colombo and where he allegedly
spent part of his youth.

It gives a foretaste of salvation. It is easy then to imagine the joy aboard the Pinta two hours after midnight,
Oct. It was Guanahani, one of the islands of the Bahamas. They had left the Canary Islands on Sept. A people
who have lost the ability to recognize great achievements and great human beings will not discover much of
anything except that they will grow old and die despite their incessant complaining and neurotic fears. One of
the more unattractive features of the post-modern American empire is how easily nonentities who are indeed
fortunate to be living in a welfare state dismiss the great figures of the past. Christopher Columbus was a great
man, a man who endured much and achieved much, and his voyage of discovery deserves the celebration it
once had. Like all men, great or not great, he had his faults, but they by no means detract from his
achievement. He was born in Genoa, Italy, though he always wrote and spoke in Spanish, and he first went to
sea at In a battle off the coast of Portugal, his ship caught fire, and he had to swim ashore with the help of an
oar. He persisted nearly nine years before persuading the king and queen of Spain to sponsor his voyage. Here
is a valuable lesson in itself. It takes great faith to believe in an idea in the face of rejection and
disappointment. Tall, red-headed and with a very light complexion, Columbus died May 10, , in Valladolid,
Spain. Many of his dreams and hopes had been frustrated, in part by his lack of ability as a governor and other
faults, but who today remembers those who were good at governing what he discovered? We remember the
great dreamer, the great doer, the great navigator, the great sailor, the great discoverer. We remember this
human being who, despite his failings, accomplished a great feat. There was no Paradise. Human beings,
including Indians, were the same in the 15th century as they were in the fifth and as they are now in the fading
20th. The isolation of the Indians was doomed without Columbus. And the outcome of the clash with a more
advanced civilization was also inevitable. If some evil grew out of his discovery, so, too, did much good.
Civilization is thin and fragile. But they arealso capable of great achievements. Wise civilizations remember
and learn from those few who soar above the crowd while foolish civilizations doom themselves by
disparaging every great man and every great accomplishment in a pathetic attempt to salve the ego of its
mediocre society. A long time ago I stood in the bow of an elegant ship, the Isle de France, looking at the
endless sea and feeling the power of the great Atlantic swells. I remember the joy I felt when England
appeared on the horizon, green and beautiful in the afternoon. I will always salute you, Admiral. I hope you
are with God.
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Many men now came to this conclusion, among them an Italian sailor named Christopher Columbus. The more
Columbus thought about his plan of sailing west to reach India, the more he believed in it, and the more he longed to set
out.

Birth and boyhood of Columbus. His father was a wool-comber. Columbus becomes a sailor. In those days the
Mediterranean4 Sea swarmed with war-ships and pirates. Every sailor, no matter if he was but a boy, had to
stand ready to fight his way from port to port. In this exciting life, full of adventure and of danger, Columbus
grew to manhood. The rough experiences he then had did much toward making him the brave, determined
captain and explorer5 that he afterwards became. Columbus has a sea-fight; he goes to Lisbon. The fight
lasted, it is said, all day. At length both vessels were found to be on fire. Columbus jumped from his blazing
ship into the sea, and catching hold of a floating oar, managed, with its help, to swim to the shore, about six
miles away. He then went to the port of Lisbon. There he married the daughter of a famous sea captain. For a
long time after his marriage Columbus earned his living partly by drawing maps, which he sold to
commanders of vessels visiting Lisbon, and partly by making voyages to Africa, Iceland, and other countries.
What men then knew about the world. At that time not half of the world had been discovered. Europe, Asia,
and a small part of Africa were the chief countries known. The maps of Columbus may have shown the earth
shaped like a ball; but he supposed it to be much smaller than it really is. No one then had sailed round the
globe. No one then knew what lands lay west of the broad Atlantic; for this reason we should look in vain, on
one of the maps drawn by Columbus, for the great continents of North and South America or for Australia or
the Pacific Ocean. The plan of Columbus for reaching the Indies by sailing west. He thought that, by doing so,
he could get directly to Asia and the Indies, which, he believed, were opposite Portugal and Spain. If
successful, he could open up a very profitable trade with the rich countries of the East, from which spices,
drugs, and silk were brought to Europe. The people of Europe could not reach those countries directly by
ships, because they had not then found their way round the southern point of Africa. Columbus tries to get
help in carrying out his plans. He asked the king of Portugal to furnish some money or vessels toward it, but
he received no encouragement. At length he determined to go to Spain and see if he could get help there.
Within sight of the village of Palos, and within plain sight of the ocean, there was a convent,6 â€”which is still
standing,â€”called the Convent of Saint Mary. Columbus begging at the Convent One morning a tall,
fine-looking man, leading a little boy by the hand, knocked at the door of this convent and begged for a piece
of bread and a cup of water for the child. The man was Columbus,â€”whose wife was now dead,â€”and the
boy was his son. It chanced that the guardian of the convent noticed Columbus standing at the door. He liked
his appearance, and coming up, began to talk with him. Columbus frankly told him what he was trying to do.
Columbus gets help for his great voyage. But Ferdinand and Isabella could not see him; and after waiting a
long time, the traveller was told that he might go before a number of learned men and tell them about his
proposed voyage across the Atlantic. After hearing what Columbus had to say, these men thought that it would
be foolish to spend money in trying to reach the other side of the ocean. People who heard what this captain
from Lisbon wanted to do, began to think that he had lost his reason; and the boys in the streets laughed at him
and called him crazy. Columbus waited for help seven years; he then made up his mind that he would wait no
longer. Just as he was about leaving Spain, Queen Isabella, who had always felt interested in the brave sailor,
resolved to aid him. Two rich sea captains who lived in Palos also decided to take part in the voyage. We may
be pretty sure that the guardian of the convent was one of those who watched the sailing of the little fleet.
From the upper windows of the convent he could plainly see the vessels as they left the harbor of Palos. What
happened on the first part of the voyage. He was obliged to stop at the Canaries from August 12 to September
6, or more than three weeks, in order to make a new rudder for one of his vessels and to alter the sails of
another. At length all was ready, and he again set out on his voyage toward the west. When the vessels got so
far out on the ocean that the sailors could no longer see any of the islands, they were overcome with fear. They
made up their minds that they should never be able to get back to Palos again. They were rough men, used to
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the sea, but now they bowed down their heads and cried like children. Columbus had hard work to quiet their
fears and to encourage them to go forward with the voyage which they already wanted to give up. What
happened after they had been at sea many days. To the crew every day seemed a year. From sunrise to sunset
nothing was to be seen but water and sky. At last the men began to think that they were sailing on an ocean
which had no end. They whispered among themselves that Columbus had gone mad, and that if they on with
him in command they should all be lost. Columbus refuses to turn back Twice, indeed, there was a joyful cry
of Land! Then some of the sailors said, Let us go to the admiral and tell him that we must turn back. What if
he will not listen to us? Then we will throw him overboard, and say, when we reach Palos, that he fell into the
sea and was drowned. But when the crew went to Columbus and told him that they would go no further, he
sternly ordered them to their work, declaring that, whatever might happen, he would not now give up the
voyage. The men had already noticed great flocks of land-birds flying toward the west, as if to guide them.
Now some of the men on one vessel saw a branch of a thorn-bush float by. It was plain that it had not long
been broken off from the bush, and it was full of red berries. But one of the crew on the other vessel found
something better even than the thorn-branch; for he drew out of the water a carved walking-stick. Every one
saw that such a stick must have been cut and carved by human hands. These two signs could not be doubted.
The men now felt sure that they were approaching the shore, and what was more, that there were people living
in that strange country. All was now excitement, and no man closed his eyes in sleep that night. Columbus
himself stood on a high part of his ship, looking steadily toward the west. He called to a companion and asked
him if he could see anything of the kind; yes, he, too, plainly saw the moving light; but presently it
disappeared. Two hours after midnight a cannon was fired from the foremost vessel. It was the glad signal that
the long-looked-for land was actually in sight. There it lay directly ahead, about six miles away. Then
Columbus gave the order to furl sails, and the three vessels came to a stop and waited for the dawn. When the
sun rose on Friday, October 12, , Columbus saw a beautiful island with many trees growing on it. That was his
first sight of the New World. Columbus lands on the island and names it; who lived on the island. When they
landed, all fell on their knees, kissed the ground for joy, and gave thanks to God. Columbus named the island
San Salvador7 and took possession of it, by right of discovery, for the king and queen of Spain. He found that
it was inhabited by a copper-colored people who spoke a language he could not understand. These people had
never seen a ship or a white man before. They wore no clothing, but painted their bodies with bright colors.
The Spaniards made them presents of strings of glass beads and red caps. In return they gave the Spaniards
skeins of cotton yarn, tame parrots, and small ornaments of gold. After staying here a short time Columbus set
sail toward the south, in search of more land and in the hope of finding out where these people got their gold.
Landing of Columbus Columbus names the group of islands and their people. He thought that they must be a
part of the Indies which he was seeking. Since he had reached them by coming west from Spain, he called
them the West Indies, and to the red men who lived on them he gave the name of Indians. Columbus discovers
two very large islands; his vessel is wrecked, and he returns to Spain in another. At first he thought that it must
be Japan, but afterward he came to the conclusion that it was not an island at all, but part of the mainland of
Asia. Here his ship was wrecked. He took the timber of the wreck and built a fort on the shore. Leaving about
forty of his crew in this fort, Columbus set sail for Palos in one of the two remaining vessels. Columbus
arrives at Palos; joy of the people; how Ferdinand and Isabella received him. More than seven months had
gone by since he sailed away from that port, and as nothing had been heard from him, many supposed that the
vessels and all on board were lost. Now that they saw their friends and neighbors coming back, all was joy. To
that city Columbus now went. He entered it on horseback, attended by the proudest and richest noblemen of
Spain. He brought with him six Indians from the West Indies.
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But all their sailings took them eastward. For it was from the east that all the trade and the riches came in
those days. To India and to far Cathay sailed the merchant through the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean, to return
with a rich and fragrant cargo of silks and spices, pearls and priceless gems. None thought of sailing westward.
There was nothing to be gained by venturing upon it, much to be dreaded. It was said that huge and horrible
sea-dragons lived there, ready to wreck and swallow down any vessel that might venture near. An enormous
bird also hovered in the skies waiting to pounce upon vessels and bear them away to some unknown eyrie.
Even if any foolhardy adventurers should defy these dangers, and escape the horror of the dragons and the
bird, other perils threatened them. For far in the west there lay a bottomless pit of seething fire. That was easy
of proof. Did not the face of the setting sun glow with the reflected light as it sank in the west? There would be
no hope nor rescue for any ship that should be drawn into that awful pit. The Sea of Darkness Again it was
believed that the ocean flowed downhill, and that if a ship sailed down too far it would never be able to get
back again. These and many other dangers, said the ignorant people of those days, threatened the rash sailors
who should attempt to sail upon the Sea of Darkness. So it was not wonderful that for hundreds of years men
contented themselves with the well-known routes which indeed offered adventure enough to satisfy the heart
of the most daring. But as time passed these old trade-routes fell more and more into the hands of Turks and
Infidels. Port after port came under their rule, and infidel pirates swarmed in the Indian Ocean and
Mediterranean until no Christian vessel was safe. At every step Christian traders found themselves hampered
and hindered, and in danger of their lives, and they began to long for another way to the lands of spice and
pearls. Turks and Infidels Then it was that men turned their thoughts to the dread Sea of Darkness. The less
ignorant among them had begun to disbelieve the tales of dragons and fiery pits. The world was round, said
wise men. Why then, if that were so, India could be reached by sailing west as well as by sailing east. Many
men now came to this conclusion, among them an Italian sailor named Christopher Columbus. The more
Columbus thought about his plan of sailing west to reach India, the more he believed in it, and the more he
longed to set out. But without a great deal of money such an expedition was impossible, and Columbus was
poor. His only hope was to win the help and friendship of a king or some other great and wealthy person.
Christopher Columbus, ; The Portuguese were in those days a sea-faring people, and their ships were to be
found wherever ships dared go. Indeed Prince Henry of Portugal did so much to encourage voyages of
discovery that he was called Henry the Navigator. And although he was by this time dead, the people still took
great interest in voyages of discovery. So at length Columbus determined to go to King John of Portugal to tell
him of his plans, and ask for his aid. King John listened kindly enough, it seemed, to what Columbus had to
say. But before giving him any answer he said that he must consult his wise men. These wise men looked
upon the whole idea of sailing to the west to reach the east as absurd. So King John refused to give Columbus
any help. But instead of helping Columbus he meanly resolved to send out an expedition of his own. This he
did, and when Columbus heard of it he was so angry that he left Portugal, which for more than ten years he
had made his home. He was poor and in debt, so he left the country secretly, in fear of the King, and of those
to whom he owed money. When Columbus thus fled from Portugal, penniless and in debt, he was a man over
forty. He was a bitterly disappointed man, too, but he still clung to his great idea. Bartholomew, however,
reached England in an evil hour for his quest. Christopher also arrived in Spain at an unfortunate time. For the
Spaniards were carrying on a fierce warfare against the Moors, and King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella had
little thought or money to spare for any other undertaking. Therefore, although Ferdinand listened to what
Columbus had to say, for the time being he could promise no help. Columbus remained in Spain. For in spite
of all his rebuffs and disappointments he did not despair. As the court moved from place to place he followed
it, hoping always that the day would come when the King and Queen would listen to him, and believe in his
great enterprise. Meanwhile he lived in want and misery, and just kept himself from starvation by making and
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selling maps. To the common people he seemed a madman, and as he passed through the streets in his worn
and threadbare garments children jeered and pointed fingers of scorn at him. Indeed it burned in him so
strongly that at length he made others share it too, and men who were powerful at court became his friends. At
last the war with the Moors ended victoriously for Spain. Then these friends persuaded Queen Isabella to
listen again to what Columbus had to say. To this the Queen consented, and when she heard how poor
Columbus was she sent him some money, so that he might buy clothes fit to appear at court. When Columbus
heard the good news he was overjoyed. As quickly as might be he bought new clothes, and mounting upon a
mule he rode towards Granada. But when Columbus arrived he found the court still in the midst of rejoicings
to celebrate victory. Among the light-hearted, gaily dressed throng there was no one who had a thought to
spare for the melancholy, white-haired dreamer who passed like a dark shadow amidst them. With his fate, as
it were, trembling in the balance, Columbus had no heart for rejoicing. So he looked on "with indifference,
almost with contempt. At length all the jubilation was over, and Ferdinand and Isabella turned their thoughts
to Columbus. He came before them and talked so earnestly of his great project that they could not but believe
in it. The day was won. Both King and Queen, but more especially the Queen, were willing to help the great
enterprise. Now however Columbus himself all but wrecked his chances. He had dreamed so long about this
splendid adventure, he was so filled with belief in its grandeur, that he demanded conditions such as would
hardly have been granted to the greatest prince in the land. He also demanded a tenth part of all the pearls,
precious stones, gold, silver and spices, or whatever else he might gain by trade or barter. This shabby
dreamer, this penniless beggar aspired to honour and dignities fit for a prince! It was absurd, and not to be
thought of. If this beggarly sailor would have Spain assist him he must needs be more humble in suit. But not
one jot would Columbus abate of his demands. So the Council broke up, and Columbus, with anger and
disappointment in his heart, mounted his mule and turned his face towards the Court of France. All the seven
long years during which he had waited, and hoped, and prayed, in Spain had been wasted. Now he would go to
the King of France, and make his last appeal there. They are refused He leaves Spain But Columbus had left
friends behind him, friends who had begun to picture to themselves almost as vividly as he the splendours of
the conquest he was to make. Now these friends sought out the Queen. In glowing words they painted to her
the glory and the honour which would come to Spain if Columbus succeeded. And if he failed, why, what
were a few thousand crowns, they asked. And as the Queen listened her heart beat fast; the magnificence of
the enterprise took hold upon her, and she resolved that, come what might, Columbus should go forth on his
adventure. Ferdinand, however, still looked coldly on. The war against the Moors had been long and bitter, his
treasury was empty. Whence, he asked himself, was money forthcoming for this mad scheme? Isabella,
however, had done with prudence and caution. But he only went a little way on his long journey. It was a
lonely and silent spot among the hills, where robbers lurked, and where many a man had been slain for the
money and jewels he carried. Columbus, however, had nothing to dread: He went forth from Spain a beggar,
even as he had come. But if fear he had any, it was soon turned to incredulous joy. For when the horsemen
came up they told Columbus that his friends had won the day for him, and that he must return. At first
Columbus hesitated. When, however, the messenger told him that the Queen herself bade him return, he
hesitated no longer. Joyfully turning his mule he hastened back to Granada. But now a new difficulty arose.
For it was out upon the terrible Sea of Darkness that Columbus wished to sail, and men feared to face its
terrors. Week after week went past and not a ship or a man could Columbus get. He persuaded and implored in
vain: Therefore as entreaty and persuasion proved of no avail, Columbus sought help from the King, who gave
him power to force men to go with him. Even then all sorts of difficulties were thrown in the way. Columbus,
however, overcame them all, and at length his three ships were ready. But it had taken many months. It was
February when he turned back so gladly to Granada; it was the third of August before everything was in order.
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Christopher Columbus was born in the Republic of Genoa. The honor of his birth-place has been claimed by many
villages in that Republic, and the house in which he was born cannot be now pointed out with certainty.

His mother was Susanna Fontanarossa. Bartolomeo worked in a cartography workshop in Lisbon for at least
part of his adulthood. In one of his writings, he says he went to sea at the age of In , the Columbus family
moved to Savona , where Domenico took over a tavern. Some modern historians have argued that he was not
from Genoa but, instead, from the Aragon region of Spain [12] or from Portugal. Later, he allegedly made a
trip to Chios , an Aegean island then ruled by Genoa. He docked in Bristol , England [17] and Galway ,
Ireland. In , he was possibly in Iceland. Columbus based himself in Lisbon from to Between and , Columbus
traded along the coasts of West Africa , reaching the Portuguese trading post of Elmina at the Guinea coast in
present-day Ghana. He returned to Portugal to settle her estate and take his son Diego with him. Columbus
recognized the boy as his offspring. Columbus entrusted his older, legitimate son Diego to take care of Beatriz
and pay the pension set aside for her following his death, but Diego was negligent in his duties. According to
historian Edmund Morgan , Columbus was not a scholarly man. Yet he studied these books, made hundreds of
marginal notations in them and came out with ideas about the world that were characteristically simple and
strong and sometimes wrong, For example, part of the argument that he submitted to the Spanish Catholic
Monarchs when he sought their support for his proposed expedition to reach the Indies by sailing west was
based on his reading of the Second Book of Esdras Ezra: Towards the end of his life, he produced a Book of
Prophecies in which his career as an explorer is interpreted in the light of Christian eschatology and of
apocalypticism. With the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in , the land route to Asia became much
more difficult and dangerous. Portuguese navigators tried to find a sea way to Asia. Afonso rejected his
proposal. Christian writers whose works clearly reflect the conviction that the Earth is spherical include Saint
Bede the Venerable in his Reckoning of Time, written around AD Alexandria and Syene modern-day Aswan.
He also believed that Japan which he called "Cipangu", following Marco Polo was much larger, farther to the
east from China "Cathay" , and closer to the equator than it is, and that there were inhabited islands even
farther to the east than Japan, including the mythical Antillia , which he thought might lie not much farther to
the west than the Azores. In this, he was influenced by the ideas of Florentine astronomer, Paolo dal Pozzo
Toscanelli , who corresponded with Columbus in [32] and who also defended the feasibility of a westward
route to Asia. The true figure is now known to be vastly larger: Most European navigators reasonably
concluded that a westward voyage from Europe to Asia was unfeasible. The Catholic Monarchs , however,
having completed an expensive war in the Iberian Peninsula , were eager to obtain a competitive edge over
other European countries in the quest for trade with the Indies. The precise first land sighting and landing
point was San Salvador Island. Instead, Columbus returned home by following the curving trade winds
northeastward to the middle latitudes of the North Atlantic, where he was able to catch the " westerlies " that
blow eastward to the coast of Western Europe. There, in turn, the winds curve southward towards the Iberian
Peninsula. The corresponding technique for efficient travel in the Atlantic appears to have been exploited first
by the Portuguese, who referred to it as the Volta do mar "turn of the sea". By sailing directly due west from
the Canary Islands during hurricane season , skirting the so-called horse latitudes of the mid-Atlantic,
Columbus risked either being becalmed or running into a tropical cyclone , both of which, by chance, he
avoided. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be
challenged and removed. October Learn how and when to remove this template message Columbus offers his
services to the King of Portugal; Chodowiecki , 17th c. Columbus also requested he be made "Great Admiral
of the Ocean", appointed governor of any and all lands he discovered, and given one-tenth of all revenue from
those lands. That meeting also proved unsuccessful, in part because not long afterwards Bartolomeu Dias
returned to Portugal with news of his successful rounding of the southern tip of Africa near the Cape of Good
Hope. Columbus before the Queen, as imagined [37] by Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze , Columbus traveled from
Portugal to both Genoa and Venice , but he received encouragement from neither. He had also dispatched his
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brother Bartholomew to the court of Henry VII of England to inquire whether the English crown might
sponsor his expedition, but also without success. Columbus had sought an audience from the monarchs
Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile , who had united several kingdoms in the Iberian Peninsula by
marrying and were ruling together. On 1 May , permission having been granted, Columbus presented his plans
to Queen Isabella, who, in turn, referred it to a committee. After the passing of much time, the savants of
Spain, like their counterparts in Portugal , replied that Columbus had grossly underestimated the distance to
Asia. They pronounced the idea impractical and advised their Royal Highnesses to pass on the proposed
venture. However, to keep Columbus from taking his ideas elsewhere, and perhaps to keep their options open,
the Catholic Monarchs gave him an annual allowance of 12, maravedis and, in , furnished him with a letter
ordering all cities and towns under their domain to provide him food and lodging at no cost. After continually
lobbying at the Spanish court and two years of negotiations, he finally had success in January Isabella turned
him down on the advice of her confessor. Columbus was leaving town by mule in despair when Ferdinand
intervened. Isabella then sent a royal guard to fetch him, and Ferdinand later claimed credit for being "the
principal cause why those islands were discovered". He had the right to nominate three persons, from whom
the sovereigns would choose one, for any office in the new lands. He would be entitled to 10 percent of all the
revenues from the new lands in perpetuity. Additionally, he would also have the option of buying one-eighth
interest in any commercial venture with the new lands and receive one-eighth of the profits. He and his sons,
Diego and Fernando, then conducted a lengthy series of court cases against the Castilian crown , known as the
pleitos colombinos , alleging that the Crown had illegally reneged on its contractual obligations to Columbus
and his heirs. Diego resumed litigation in , which lasted until , and further disputes continued until Voyages
of Christopher Columbus The voyages of Christopher Columbus Between and , Columbus completed four
round-trip voyages between Spain and the Americas, each voyage being sponsored by the Crown of Castile.
On his first voyage, he independently discovered the Americas and magnetic declination. The largest was a
carrack Spanish: The other two were smaller caravels. The name of one is lost: Exactly which island in the
Bahamas this corresponds to is unresolved. He called the inhabitants of the lands that he visited indios Spanish
for "Indians". I believe that people from the mainland come here to take them as slaves. They ought to make
good and skilled servants, for they repeat very quickly whatever we say to them. I think they can very easily
be made Christians, for they seem to have no religion. If it pleases our Lord, I will take six of them to Your
Highnesses when I depart, in order that they may learn our language. Columbus, for his part, continued to the
northern coast of Hispaniola , where he landed on 5 December. The wreck was used as a target for cannon fire
to impress the native peoples. Columbus left 39 men, including Luis de Torres , the converso interpreter , who
spoke Hebrew and Arabic ,[ citation needed ] and founded the settlement of La Navidad at the site of
present-day Bord de Mer de Limonade, Haiti.
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Chapter 9 : The Beginner's American History/Chapter 1 - Wikisource, the free online library
Chapter 2 - What People Thought of the Idea I do not wish you to think that Columbus was the first man to say that the
earth was round, or the first to sail to the West over the Atlantic Ocean.

Govt on toes to facilitate Tharparkar: He was an Italian explorer and sailor. Columbus was the oldest of five
children. He belonged to the poor family. Columbus made many voyages; as a result, he discovered many new
places. His adventure began, when he was 13 to 14 years old, he went to the sea. He found food such as corn,
sweet potatoes and pineapple. Soon after that, Columbus found sea journey very exciting and soon he became
a great sailor. It was about in , that Columbus wanted to discover a new route to China. He was with the view
that he could reach to China by sailing west but he was lacking money. He asked kings and queens for
financial support. In , Christopher Columbus set sail on his first voyage from Spain. At first, he had three
ships. He kept their names. They were called Nina, the Pinta and Santa Maria. His crew came from
surrounding villages such as Lepe and Moguer. He carried on his journey for 69 days. While, sailing, he saw
an island. He named the island San Salavador. In the region, he explored other islands as well. He discovered
Cuba and Hispaniola. He thought that he reached Asia. So he called the people that he met in the Indian
Islands. It was the year , when Christopher made his second voyage. That time he sailed with 17 ships and
over a crew member populating well over thousand men. He discovered a new island and called it Dominica.
He established the first Spanish colony in Hispaniola. In , he sailed back to Spain. This voyage proved to be
very successful. In , he did his third expedition. This time he had only six ships. During this voyage he
discovered the Trinity Island and the Coast of Venezuela. His fourth and last travel was in Having four ships
this time, but the voyage proved to be very fruitful. He discovered Central America. Christopher Columbus
died in in his homeland, Spain. Published in Young Nation magazine on October 22,
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