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By donning the Springboks jersey, Mandela took a critical step to unifying his riven country, and proved that a
sport once seen as the exclusive preserve of white people could also be embraced by the black population. In a
similar way, the drastic shift in South African perceptions of classical music â€” particularly opera â€” also
represents the shattering of a previously unassailable barrier. A decade later in , the company dazzled both
local and international audiences with a new production of the same work â€” and every single major role was
sung by a black South African artist, many of whom were born, raised and still live in the townships. Such
progress would be a notable achievement for any country. For one that enjoys no direct government subsidy
for an artform that, after apartheid, has invariably been viewed as a symbol of white, European culture, it is
remarkable. So what was it that finally busted the stereotype of opera as something for rich white folks? Not
just because these South African men and women were singing so powerfully, but because of what they were
singing about. The director had relocated the action from Catfish Row in the s to Soweto in the s â€” a critical
juncture in apartheid-era South Africa â€”and it packed a serious punch. Where do they live? Once that was
the catchphrase, the ideas just poured forth. So many things just fell into place: We go all over the country,
doing workshops and performances, and kids seem to instinctively recognise the music and want to sing like
that too. Sometimes we find young people singing opera because two years ago we happened to go past there.
He hails from the Inanda township outside Durban and was first inspired by his grandmother, a domestic
worker who used to sing Zulu folksongs and lullabies at home. View image of Rex Credit: Rex Unlike in the
West, where opera might conceivably be seen as mere entertainment, the stakes in Africa are far higher. And it
is also an education. When you sing Puccini, Wagner, Massanet, you have to handle such big ideas: Opera
draws on such heightened emotion. I really believe it can help free us from the brutality of our past. He sang
Shosholoza, a traditional Southern African folksong, historically sung by workers in the goldmines but also
taken up by the prison population in apartheid-era South Africa as a kind of anthem. Nelson Mandela himself
used to sing Shosholoza whilst imprisoned on Robben Island.
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landing of Jan Van Riebeeck and the founding of Cape Town, South Africa.

Apartheid legislation NP leaders argued that South Africa did not comprise a single nation, but was made up
of four distinct racial groups: Such groups were split into 13 nations or racial federations. White people
encompassed the English and Afrikaans language groups; the black populace was divided into ten such
groups. The state passed laws that paved the way for "grand apartheid", which was centred on separating races
on a large scale, by compelling people to live in separate places defined by race. This strategy was in part
adopted from "left-over" British rule that separated different racial groups after they took control of the Boer
republics in the Anglo-Boer war. This created the black-only "townships" or "locations", where blacks were
relocated to their own towns. In addition, "petty apartheid" laws were passed. The principal apartheid laws
were as follows. This Act put an end to diverse areas and determined where one lived according to race. Each
race was allotted its own area, which was used in later years as a basis of forced removal. Under the
Reservation of Separate Amenities Act of , municipal grounds could be reserved for a particular race, creating,
among other things, separate beaches, buses, hospitals, schools and universities. Signboards such as "whites
only" applied to public areas, even including park benches. The Suppression of Communism Act of banned
any party subscribing to Communism. The act defined Communism and its aims so sweepingly that anyone
who opposed government policy risked being labelled as a Communist. Since the law specifically stated that
Communism aimed to disrupt racial harmony, it was frequently used to gag opposition to apartheid.
Disorderly gatherings were banned, as were certain organisations that were deemed threatening to the
government. Education was segregated by the Bantu Education Act , which crafted a separate system of
education for black South African students and was designed to prepare black people for lives as a labouring
class. Existing universities were not permitted to enroll new black students. The Afrikaans Medium Decree of
required the use of Afrikaans and English on an equal basis in high schools outside the homelands. So-called
"selfâ€”governing Bantu units" were proposed, which would have devolved administrative powers, with the
promise later of autonomy and self-government. It also abolished the seats of white representatives of black
South Africans and removed from the rolls the few blacks still qualified to vote. The Bantu Investment
Corporation Act of set up a mechanism to transfer capital to the homelands to create employment there.
Legislation of allowed the government to stop industrial development in "white" cities and redirect such
development to the "homelands". It changed the status of blacks to citizens of one of the ten autonomous
territories. The aim was to ensure a demographic majority of white people within South Africa by having all
ten Bantustans achieve full independence. Interracial contact in sport was frowned upon, but there were no
segregatory sports laws. The government tightened pass laws compelling blacks to carry identity documents,
to prevent the immigration of blacks from other countries. To reside in a city, blacks had to be in employment
there. Until women were for the most part excluded from these pass requirements, as attempts to introduce
pass laws for women were met with fierce resistance. The Senate Act was contested in the Supreme Court, but
the recently enlarged Appeal Court, packed with government-supporting judges, upheld the act, and also the
Act to remove Coloured voters. Since Asians had never been allowed to vote, this resulted in whites being the
sole enfranchised group. A study in the Journal of Politics suggests that disenfranchisement in South Africa
had a significant negative impact on basic service delivery to the disenfranchized. Once South Africa became
a republic, Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd called for improved relations and greater accord between people
of British descent and the Afrikaners. The ethnic division would no longer be between Afrikaans and English
speakers, but between blacks and whites. Most Afrikaners supported the notion of unanimity of white people
to ensure their safety. White voters of British descent were divided. Many had opposed a republic, leading to a
majority "no" vote in Natal. Although Verwoerd tried to bond these different blocs, the subsequent voting
illustrated only a minor swell of support, [76] indicating that a great many English speakers remained
apathetic and that Verwoerd had not succeeded in uniting the white population.
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This blog covers a wide array of topics, because, as I told someone this week, "everything is related. People
knew that Aparteid was fundamentally wrong and they persisted - mainly younger folks who got their
universities to divest from companies doing business in South Africa. The basic point is that companies should
not be making money by supporting oppression or other things that cause serious harm to humans or to the
planet they live on. We have laws against prostitution and drugs basically for the same reason - some moral
values trumps the capitalist goal of making as much money as possible. The underlying principle is that we
value certain things above money. Slavery was abolished even though it hurt slave owners economically not to
mention morally and spiritually. They do this by taking resources and creating products or services they can
sell. The same with exploiting customers. Think banking late fees and punishing interest rates or airline fees
for changing reservations. Think the housing crisis. When companies make big profits while violating more
important human values, they have to pay their employees well to keep them doing their damaging work.
Much higher salaries and benefits than the prevailing salaries get professionals to sell their souls for morally
questionable business. We know that people are able to believe any stories that justify their right to get what
they want, even when it is morally reprehensible. German soldiers justified their work at concentration camps
with stories of Jews undermining pure German culture. Slaveowners used the bible and their beliefs that
Africans werea lesser form of human. Roosevelt allowed internment camps for Japanese-Americans because
American prejudices saw them as threats to our security. Civil Rights leaders discriminated against women in
their movement. Often short term benefits and costs are cited as trumping long term and uncertain benefits.
Future human survival as global climate change causes more severe weather events, shifts in geographic
ranges of flora and fauna leading to diseases to spread to new areas and crop destabilization and drought.
Those are just a few of the impacts we are already starting to see. Fighting this with the same sort of
arguments used to fight the Aparteid boycotts are the biggest traditional energy corporations - mainly oil, gas,
and coal. Business would be crippled. The standard of living of the next generation must take care of itself is
the implication. Privatization and Chemicalization of Our Food. Large corporations destroy our long term food
growing environments through factory agriculture - high fertilizer and pesticide use - in the name of
shareholder profit. And patent seeds to gain a monopoly on food. Why are we responsible to bring peace
around the world? And then if people persist with personal arsenals, we can give them the mental health care
they obviously need. Corporatized media, used not as watchdogs, but as attack dogs. Our ability to know
about and understand how well or poorly governments, corporations, and other institutions of great power
operate, is dependent on getting accurate information about their performance. It also requires an ability to
understand what they report. So education that raises free and thinking citizens needs to replace education that
produces obedient consumers and employees. Instead our media and corporate culture distract us from the real
problems with sports, celebrities, and other trivia. Even movies, some, but not all. Not film festival movies.:
Everything is Related American consumerism fuels our need for oil that is destroying our environment and
making the pursuit of money or credit our paramount reason for living. Our failures to earn enough to feed this
insatiable consumption leads to crime, addictions besides consumption , family break ups, and the justification
to work for companies and industries we should all be boycotting. And the film festival gives us a different
way to see how these things interact. Films take us into the lives of people we otherwise would never know.
Here is a list of just a few films at the festival that raise the issues to greater or lesser degrees. All give us one
more piece of the puzzle to understand the interconnections among us all. OK, I realize that each of us will see
these movies with our own filters and many will come away with far different conclusions than do I. Tales of
the Organ Trade looks at the illegal buying and selling of human kidneys. Fatigued was filmed by soldiers in
Afghanistan who told us they were there for different reasons, but mostly to get things like health insurance or
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to escape unemployment and poverty. Gold Star Children talked about the tens of thousands of US children
who have lost a parent in the Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan wars, and how little attention is given to their
huge losses. Lion Ark looks at the mistreatment of animals in illegal Bolivian circuses and the rescue of 27
lions. Backyard - looks at how the world view of a conservative couple was changed when their neighborhood
was fracked. De Nieuwe Wereld The New World looks at one tiny part of the human disruption caused by
economic exploitation and the arms industry, by looking at asylum seekers in a detention center in
Amsterdam. Everything Is Fine Here - shows us the impact of rape on a young Iranian woman. We will never
have perfect, problem-free societies. But I believe we can do significantly better than what we have now.
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ISBN 0 3. David Philip, Cape Town. ISBN 2. In the decade since South Africa has undergone the typical
post-independence period of reworking official histories and memories, ranging from renegotiating
commemorative days to rewriting history books and school syllabi. Within this context this book can be read
as another fascinating contribution to the various narratives and counter-narratives of renegotiated memory.
This introduction focuses more on the processes of producing history than the products thereof. Further
contradictions and tensions arose from trying to invoke white supremacy while denying ties to Europe and the
colonial endeavour; and trying to balance Afrikaner nationalist ideals of family and church against the need to
draw in English speaking South Africans, while both groups were still distrustful of one another following the
South African war. The rest of the book is divided into five sections, each tracing a specific aspect of the
complex journey towards constructing a coherent past and a united white national identity. The first in 19th
century, and becomes country and political more than the DEIC. Witz demonstrates the many, varied and even
contestatory visions of van Riebeeck in comparing visual representations of him to accounts looks at the
choice of van Riebeeck as a figure, possible alternatives and the reasons for finally settling on what is finally
an ambivalent figure. He also traces the shifts in focus from the 18th to 20th centuries, where the emphasis
moves from a focus on God and Company in 18th century, to justification for territorial appropriation in
history text-books and the three different editions of his diaries. Each of these cultural products was
specifically constructed and edited in such a way as to justify the present, as opposed to representing any
actual past figure or events. The rest of the book looks at the planning, staging and reception of the
tercentenary celebrations. Chapters 2 and 3 plot the tensions between the state and predominantly Afrikaner
nationalist organizers, and the complexities of drawing in the English into this celebration. The impact of
cultural organisations like the Afrikaans Taal en Kultuur Vereniging Afrikaans Language and Cultural
Association came as a surprise to me, and was a powerful reminder of the impact culture can make in political
moments of a nation. It finally it takes a closer look at two selected events: Chapter 3 considers the
contestation of these memories and their performance by organisations like the African National Congress and
the South African Indian Congress. Thus educational organisations â€” schools and universities alike â€” took
their place in either participating in or boycotting this event. A problematic response was staging contestatory
plays at schools, which held the danger of reproducing rather than undermining these images. Another point of
contestation was to challenge the historical authority of the printed word. Thus newspapers ran images directly
inverting some of the historical representations of the festival. The fourth chapter looks at the actual festival
and responses to it in detail, with maps of the layout and descriptions of the progress through the event. The
fifth and final chapter was most interesting for me. It focussed on the intersections between the aspiration for a
national festival, encapsulating a coherent sense of an authorised history and identity; and the local
understanding and performance of the same. In order to make van Riebeeck spatially national, and not specific
to the Cape, the organisers expanded the festival to include the journeys of seven mail coaches starting from
their respective places, travelling through nearly 60 major towns in South Africa, covering some 11, miles,
and converging on Cape Town on 30th March. As the coaches passed through the cities and towns, local
festivals would great them. Interesting choices of inclusion and omission were made in these local festivities,
which demonstrate preferred memory. But one of the most interesting and controversial is the mail coach
processions, which did not all conform to the unified vision of the organisers. For example the East London
float disputed the vision prescribed, acknowledging immigrants, like the Germans. The float in Cape Town
depicted the Commonwealth of Nations. However, Witz argues that the date and figure is so much part of how
the history and nation has been constituted, that the contestations must and will continue. Witz offers an
unprecedented study of the van Riebeeck tercentenary, with the influences and conditions that shaped the
event. While touching on the comparison with the Great Trek centenary celebrations, and the Pageant of
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Union in , these could perhaps have been fleshed out a little more. The notes, maps, and reproductions of
photographs are thorough and excellent as reference material and the bibliography comprehensive. The
comparisons to reenactments of comparable Australian and American Founders days was fascinating and
enough to provoke interest and further reading in this area of contested histories and the construction of
national memory. This is a significant contribution to the work around creating and contesting histories and
narratives in South Africa and a valuable addition to the resources of students of history, museum, theatre and
cultural studies.
Chapter 5 : BBC - Culture - Music heals apartheidâ€™s wounds in South Africa
The ultimate irony for Witz is that the festival finally was a 'producerly text', seen through a multitude of eyes and bodily
experiences and thus open to a myriad interpretations and meanings. The fifth and final chapter was most interesting for
me.

Chapter 6 : Apartheidâ€™s Festival: Contesting South Africaâ€™s national paths Â» Centre for African Stu
Get this from a library! Apartheid's festival: contesting South Africa's national pasts. [Leslie Witz].

Chapter 7 : Project MUSE - Apartheid's Festival: Contesting South Africa's National Pasts (review)
South Africa's first postapartheid decade () has seen competing attempts by educational institutions from schools to
museums to neighborhood tour guides to create compelling histories of the present out of the conflicting pasts offered by
colonial, neocolonial, apartheid, and resistance narratives.

Chapter 8 : What Do I Know?: Today's Apartheids
The reaction of the outside world to the development of apartheid was widespread, and by the s posed a sustained
challenge to the South African regime, which, facing myriad internal and external threats, eventually capitulated to make
way for a new, democratic dispensation.
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To send this article to your Kindle, first ensure no-reply@blog.quintoapp.com is added to your Approved Personal
Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your
Amazon account.
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