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Chapter 1 : [USC10] 28 USC Findings and declaration of purpose
Amending the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of to Better Accommodate Non-Market Economies J. Thomas Cristy* I.
INTRODUCTION Foreign sovereign immunity is the principle of international law under which.

Your note is for you and will not be shared with anyone. Because you are a member of panel, your positions
on legislation and notes below will be shared with the panel administrators. In international law, government
protection against lawsuits in foreign courts is known as state immunity; government immunity in domestic
courts is known as sovereign immunity. It also establishes specific procedures for service of process,
attachment of property and execution of judgment in proceedings against a foreign state. It was signed into
law by President Gerald Ford on October 21, Since the passage of the FSIA in , numerous legal issues have
arisen in regards to the manifold interpretations of the Act, leading to the formation of an American Bar
Association working group that seeks to reform FSIA. This summary is from Wikipedia. Last updated Oct 11,
Wikipedia The summary below was written by the Congressional Research Service, which is a nonpartisan
division of the Library of Congress. Reported to House from the Committee on the Judiciary with amendment,
H. States that, in all such cases, district courts shall have personal jurisdiction over a foreign state where the
prescribed service of process is made. Relates the Congressional finding that determination by the United
States courts of the claims of foreign states to immunity would serve the interests of justice and would protect
the rights of both foreign states and litigants in U. Defines "foreign state," "commercial activity," and other
terms for purposes of this Act. Provides that, subject to existing international agreements to which the U.
Declares that a foreign state is not immune from the jurisdiction of U. Exempts from the last category claims
based upon discretionary functions and claims arising out of malicious prosecution, abuse of process, libel,
slander, misrepresentation, deceit, or interference with contract rights. Declares that foreign states are not
immune from the jurisdiction of U. Provides, however, that proper notice must be given to the person, or his
agent, having possession of the vessel or cargo against the lien asserted and to the foreign state. States that the
lien shall thereafter be deemed an in personam claim against the foreign state and that the court may not award
judgment greater than the value of the vessel or cargo. Denies a foreign state, which brings or intervenes in an
action in a U. Stipulates procedures for service of process, time to answer, and default. Provides that, subject
to existing agreements to which the U. Excepts from such immunity specified U. Excludes from attachment or
any other judicial process the property of those organizations designated by the President as entitled to fall
within the provisions of the International Organizations Immunities Act. Immunizes also, from attachment and
execution, property: Specifies the proper district for bringing civil actions against a foreign state. Provides for
removal of such cases from State to U. Declares that these provisions shall take effect 90 days after enactment.
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Chapter 2 : Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act - WikiVisually
The Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (FSIA) of is a United States law, codified at Title 28, Â§Â§ , , (f), (d), and of the
United States Code, that establishes the limitations as to whether a foreign sovereign nation (or its political subdivisions,
agencies, or instrumentalities) may be sued in U.S. courts.

The information relating to the legal requirements of specific foreign countries is provided for general
information only and may not be totally accurate in a particular case. Questions involving interpretation of
specific foreign laws should be addressed to foreign attorneys. This circular seeks only to provide information;
it is not an opinion on any aspect of U. Department of State does not intend by the contents of this circular to
take a position on any aspect of any pending litigation. What is the role of the Department of State assist in
effecting service on a foreign government? C a 4 and implementing regulations, 22 C. In addition, the
Department provides assistance under Sec. News ; 22 C. What is the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act?
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of l, Pub. The FSIA codifies the restrictive theory of immunity,
incorporating criteria, which the courts had developed in applying the theory, while codifying and applying
international law. The Act prescribes the means of service for suits against a foreign state or agency and
instrumentality in Section. What is the restrictive theory of sovereign immunity? A party to a lawsuit,
including a foreign state or its agency or instrumentality, is required to present defenses such as sovereign
immunity directly to the court in which the case is pending. The immunity of a state from the jurisdiction of
the courts of another state is an undisputed principle of customary international law. Until the twentieth
century, sovereign immunity from the jurisdiction of foreign courts seemed to have no exceptions. However,
as governments increasingly engaged in state-trading and various commercial activities, it was urged that the
immunity of states engaged in such activities was not required by international law, and that it was
undesirable: Immunity deprived private parties that dealt with a state of their judicial remedies, and gave states
an unfair advantage in competition with private commercial enterprise. The restrictive principle of immunity
spread rapidly after the Second World War. Under the restrictive theory of sovereign immunity, a state or state
instrumentality is immune from the jurisdiction of the courts of another state, except with respect to claims
arising out of activities of the kind that may be carried on by private persons. Under the restrictive theory, a
state is immune from any exercise of judicial jurisdiction by another state in respect of claims arising out of
governmental activities de jure imperii ; it is not immune from the exercise of such jurisdiction in respect of
claims arising out of activities of a kind carried on by private persons de jure gestionis. What are the general
exceptions to the jurisdictional immunity of a foreign state? Since the enactment of the FSIA in , the general
exceptions to the jurisdictional immunity of a foreign state have expanded, moving beyond the realm of
"commercial activity. What is the difference between a foreign state, political subdivision, agency or
instrumentality? Section a of the FSIA gives federal district courts original jurisdiction in personam against
foreign states, which are defined as including political subdivisions, agencies, and instrumentalities of foreign
states. In order to serve the defendant, the claimant must determine into which category the defendant falls. If
in doubt, a claimant may wish to serve the defendant according to both sets of provisions. The term "political
subdivisions" includes all governmental units beneath the central government, including local governments.
Section b defines an "agency or instrumentality" of a foreign state as an entity 1 which is a separate legal
person, corporate or otherwise, and 2 which is an organ of a foreign state or political subdivision thereof, or a
majority of whose shares or other ownership interest is owned by a foreign state or political subdivision
thereof, and 3 which is neither a citizen of the a state of the United States as defined in Sec. An instrumentality
of a foreign state includes a corporation, association, or other juridical person a majority of whose shares or
other ownership interests are owned by the state, even when organized for profit. News , states in part: Is there
a hierarchical order in which service must be attempted on a foreign state under the Act? The legislative
history of and court cases concerning the FSIA are extensive. The FSIA clarifies the circumstances in which a
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foreign state will be immune from suit and embodies a federal long-arm statute pursuant to which in personam
jurisdiction can be obtained over a foreign state, political subdivision, agency or instrumentality, provided that
service of process is effected in compliance with its service provisions. Service must be performed in a
hierarchical manner if service cannot be made in accordance with a 1 , then service is attempted pursuant to a
2 and so forth until the various methods are exhausted. Are the methods described in section a exclusive? The
FSIA provides the exclusive methods for effecting service of process on a foreign state, political subdivision,
agency or instrumentality. How much time does the foreign state have to reply once service has been effected?
The 60 day response period must be included in both the summons and the notice of suit where required. Do I
have to have documents translated? Section a 3 and 4 require translation of the summons, complaint and
notice of suit. Section b 3 requires translation of the summons and complaint and letters rogatory where
applicable. Section e requires translation of the default judgment and the notice of default judgment. How do I
effect service on a foreign state or political subdivision? The FSIA provides the following hierarchical steps
for effecting service: Service Pursuant to Special Arrangement, 28 U. Service by sending a copy of the
summons and complaint and a notice of suit, together with a translation of each into the official language of
the foreign state, by any form of mail requiring a signed receipt, to be addressed and dispatched by the clerk of
the court to the head of the ministry of foreign affairs of the foreign state concerned, 28 U. Service via
Diplomatic Channels: The Department of State will not accept a request for service under Section a 4 if the
other methods for service in Section a have not been exhausted, if the documents are incomplete, or if
requisite translations are not provided. If service is attempted pursuant to Section a 2 , by applicable
international convention, and service is denied by a foreign central authority for the convention, a copy of the
denial should be furnished. What is a Notice of Suit? There is no pre-printed form. How should a request for
service under Section a 4 be transmitted to the State Department? The Department of State accepts requests
under Section a 4 received under cover of a letter from either the clerk of court or counsel for the plaintiffs.
What is Proof of service via the diplomatic channel under Section a 4? How do I effect service on a foreign
state with which the United States does not have diplomatic relations? The FSIA makes no provision for
service of process through diplomatic channels where there are no diplomatic relations between the United
States and the foreign state. In practice, service has been accomplished where a protecting power arrangement
exists, unless the protecting power was restricted to emergency consular protection services.

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF AMENDING THE FOREIGN SOVEREIGN IMMUNITIES
ACT OF 1976
Chapter 3 : Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act - Wikipedia
The Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of (the "FSIA"), principally governs when and how parties can maintain an action
against a foreign state or its agencies or instrumentalities in the courts of the United States and when a foreign state is
entitled to sovereign immunity.

History[ edit ] Sovereign immunity has long been the norm in U. In an early case, The Schooner Exchange v.
In that case, the Supreme Court concluded that a plaintiff cannot sue a foreign sovereign claiming ownership
to a warship which had taken refuge in Philadelphia. Relying on common law principles, U. In addition, courts
generally relied on suggestions of immunity filed by the U. State Department in actions against foreign
sovereigns. In , the U. The United States was the first nation to codify the law of foreign sovereign immunity
by statute. The FSIA had three broad objectives: For the most part, it indicates what conditions must be met in
order for a lawsuit against a foreign state to be instituted, not what conduct by a foreign sovereign is
actionable. The applicability of an exception to immunity is a matter of subject-matter jurisdiction , meaning if
there is no exception to immunity, a court cannot hear the claim and must dismiss the suit. Central Bank of
Nigeria , defendant challenged the jurisdiction of the district court, saying that FSIA could not give
jurisdiction to the district court since it was not a case "arising under" federal law. The exceptions define both
the types of actions as to which immunity does not attach and the territorial nexus required for adjudication in
U. The Act creates a form of long-arm statute establishing jurisdiction over claims that meet the criteria. The
exceptions are listed at 28 U. In addition, exceptions for torture , extrajudicial killing , aircraft sabotage , and
hostage-taking were added by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year Altmann , U. That case
involved a claim by the descendants of owners of famous paintings against the Austrian government for return
of those paintings, which were allegedly seized during the Nazi era. Amerada Hess Shipping Corp. In that
case, a Liberian -owned oil tanker which was traveling outside of the "war zones" designated by the United
Kingdom and Argentina during the Falklands War in was struck by an air to surface rocket fired by an
Argentine jet. Because the Court found that the FSIA provided the exclusive means of suing the foreign
sovereign, the Court determined that the plaintiffs were not permitted to bring suit under the Alien Tort Statute
or general admiralty law. Definition of "foreign state"[ edit ] This article needs to be updated. Please update
this article to reflect recent events or newly available information. A foreign state A political subdivision of a
foreign state An "agency or instrumentality" of a foreign state 28 U. Has a separate legal identity and is either:
An "organ of a foreign state or political subdivision" Has a "majority of [ Patrickson , U. The Supreme Court
concluded that because the Israeli government did not directly own a majority of the companies shares, the
corporations could not be considered "Foreign States" and the FSIA therefore did not apply. In reaching its
conclusion the court also held that the determination as to whether a defendant qualifies as a Foreign State is
made at the time the plaintiff files the complaint. There had been disagreement among the courts as to whether
an individual government official is covered by the FSIA, and therefore immune to suit according to its
provisions or whether traditional pre-FSIA common law rules of immunity apply. Samantar , F. However, the
Supreme Court in decided that the Act does not extend immunity to a government official acting on behalf of
a state. In the case of Samantar v. Yousuf decided in June , the Supreme Court found that there is nothing to
suggest that "foreign state" within the FSIA should be read to include an official acting on behalf of that state.
Moreover, the potential of the FSIA to undermine foreign policy goals of the Executive branch has been an
ongoing concern. That section provides three bases on which a plaintiff can sue a foreign state: For example,
the operation of a fee-based transportation system would likely be a commercial act, while imposing fines for
parking tickets would be a public act, even if the former was undertaken to provide a public service, and the
latter was initiated to raise revenue. Republic of Argentina v. Weltover , U. Under the terms of the bonds, the
bond-holders were given the option of having the bonds paid in London , Frankfurt , Zurich , or New York.
Because the case concerned a default in Argentina on bonds issued in Argentina i. Argentina made two
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primary arguments as to why the FSIA commercial activity exception should not apply: In a unanimous
opinion written by Justice Antonin Scalia , the Supreme Court held that Argentina was not entitled to
sovereign immunity. Because New York was the place where payment was supposed to be made, the Court
concluded that the effect was direct, notwithstanding the fact that none of the plaintiffs were situated in New
York. Sachs that the purchase of a rail ticket from an authorized agent in the US does not fall within the
commercial activity exception when the lawsuit concerns a rail accident in a foreign country. She used the
pass to board a train operated by the Austrian national railway, OBB Personenverkehr AG OBB , but during
the process she fell onto the tracks and her legs were crushed by the moving train, requiring the amputation of
both of her legs. She reasoned that the suit was not barred by the FSIA because it was "based upon" the sale of
the ticket by the US-based travel agent. The court ruled that the suit did not fall within the commercial
activities exception. It was appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit , which
reversed the judgment, holding that the purchase of the ticket from a US-based travel agent established
agency. The Supreme Court looked at the "particular conduct on which the [lawsuit] is based" and held that,
because that conduct occurred in Austria, the case did not fall within the commercial activities exception. Holy
See , a lawsuit against the Holy See in cases related to child abuse incidents in various U. Supreme Court ruled
in Republic of Argentina v. September On March 25, , U. However, commercial activity in which foreign
governments are engaged does not have immunity in federal courts.

Page 5

DOWNLOAD PDF AMENDING THE FOREIGN SOVEREIGN IMMUNITIES
ACT OF 1976
Chapter 4 : Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act
The Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (FSIA) is a United States federal law that was into law by President Gerald Ford
on October 21, Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act provides the sole basis for obtaining jurisdiction over a foreign state.

Prior to this he served eight months as the 40th Vice President of the United States, before his appointment to
the vice presidency, Ford served 25 years as U. Representative from Michigans 5th congressional district, the
nine of them as the House Minority Leader. Domestically, Ford presided over the worst economy in the four
decades since the Great Depression, with growing inflation, one of his most controversial acts was to grant a
presidential pardon to President Richard Nixon for his role in the Watergate scandal. During Fords presidency,
foreign policy was characterized in procedural terms by the increased role Congress began to play, in the
Republican presidential primary campaign of , Ford defeated former California Governor Ronald Reagan for
the Republican nomination. Arthur not to be elected in his own right, following his years as President, Ford
remained active in the Republican Party. After experiencing health problems, he died at home on December
26,, Ford lived longer than any other U. Dorothy and King divorced in December , she gained custody of her
son. Fords paternal grandfather Charles Henry King paid child support until shortly before his death in , Ford
later said his biological father had a history of hitting his mother. Ford later told confidantes that his father had
first hit his mother on their honeymoon for smiling at another man. The future president was never adopted,
and did not legally change his name until December 3, Ford also had three half-siblings from the marriage of
Leslie King, Sr. United States â€” Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district are contiguous and
located in North America between Canada and Mexico. The state of Alaska is in the northwest corner of North
America, bordered by Canada to the east, the state of Hawaii is an archipelago in the mid-Pacific Ocean. It is
one of the worlds most ethnically diverse and multicultural nations, paleo-Indians migrated from Asia to the
North American mainland at least 15, years ago. European colonization began in the 16th century, the United
States emerged from 13 British colonies along the East Coast. On July 4,, during the course of the American
Revolutionary War, the war ended in with recognition of the independence of the United States by Great
Britain, representing the first successful war of independence against a European power. The current
constitution was adopted in , after the Articles of Confederation, the first ten amendments, collectively named
the Bill of Rights, were ratified in and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties. During the
second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War led to the end of slavery in the country. By the end of
century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean. The end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in left the United States as the sole superpower. It ranks highly in several measures of
performance, including average wage, human development, per capita GDP. Terrorism â€” Terrorism is, in its
broadest sense, the use of intentionally indiscriminate violence as a means to create terror or fear, in order to
achieve a political, religious, or ideological aim. It is classified as fourth-generation warfare and as a violent
crime, in modern times, terrorism is considered a major threat to society and therefore illegal under
anti-terrorism laws in most jurisdictions. It is also considered a war crime under the laws of war when used to
target non-combatants, such as civilians, neutral military personnel, a broad array of political organizations
have practiced terrorism to further their objectives. It has been practiced by both right-wing and left-wing
political organizations, nationalist groups, religious groups, revolutionaries, and ruling governments, there is
no universally agreed upon definition of the term, and many definitions exist. According to data from the
Global Terrorism Database, more than 61, incidents of non-state terrorism, Terrorism comes from the French
word terrorisme, and originally referred specifically to state terrorism as practiced by the French government
during the â€” Reign of Terror. The French word terrorisme in turn derives from the Latin verb terrere
meaning to frighten, the Jacobins, coming to power in France in , are said to have initiated the Reign of Terror.
After the Jacobins lost power, the word terrorist became a term of abuse, although terrorism originally referred
to acts committed by a government, currently it usually refers to the killing of innocent people for political
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purposes in such a way as to create a spectacle. This meaning can be traced back to Sergey Nechayev, who
described himself as a terrorist, Nechayev founded the Russian terrorist group Peoples Retribution in It is a
form of state-terrorism, the concept was however developed long before the Second Gulf War by Harlan
Ullman as chair of a forum of retired military personnel. The definition of terrorism has proven controversial,
various legal systems and government agencies use different definitions of terrorism in their national
legislation. Moreover, the community has been slow to formulate a universally agreed. These difficulties arise
from the fact that the term terrorism is politically and emotionally charged, in this regard, Angus Martyn,
briefing the Australian parliament, stated, The international community has never succeeded in developing an
accepted comprehensive definition of terrorism. The international community has adopted a series of
conventions that define. Bruce Hoffman, a scholar, has noted, experts and other long-established scholars in
the field are equally incapable of reaching a consensus. Four years and a second later, Schmid was no closer to
the goal of his quest. Walter Laqueur despaired of defining terrorism in both editions of his work on the
subject, maintaining that it is neither possible to do so nor worthwhile to make the attempt. Hoffman believes
it is possible to some key characteristics of terrorism. A definition proposed by Carsten Bockstette at the
George C, such acts are meant to send a message from an illicit clandestine organization 4. Torture â€”
Torture is the act of deliberately inflicting physical or psychological pain on an organism in order to fulfill
some desire of the torturer or compel some action from the victim. Torture, by definition, is a knowing and
intentional act, in other cases, the torturer may be indifferent to the condition of the victim. Alternatively,
some forms of torture are designed to inflict pain or leave as little physical injury or evidence as possible
while achieving the same psychological devastation. The torturer may or may not kill or injure the victim,
depending on the aim, even a form of torture that is intentionally fatal may be prolonged to allow the victim to
suffer as long as possible. Although torture is sanctioned by some states, it is prohibited under international
law, although widely illegal and reviled there is an ongoing debate as to what exactly is and is not legally
defined to be torture. Torture is also prohibited for the signatories of the United Nations Convention Against
Torture, despite these findings and international conventions, organizations that monitor abuses of human
rights report widespread use condoned by states in many regions of the world. Amnesty International
estimates that at least 81 world governments currently practice torture, the United Nations Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which is currently in force since
June 26,, provides a broad definition of torture. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from,
inherent in, or incidental to and this definition includes torture as part of domestic violence or ritualistic abuse,
as well as in criminal activities. The treaty was adopted at a conference in Rome on 17 July The Rome Statute
provides a simplest definition of torture regarding the prosecution of war criminals by the International
Criminal Court, since , Amnesty International has adopted the simplest, broadest definition of torture. Title 18
of the United States Code contains the definition of torture in 18 U. The Torture Victim Protection Act of
provides remedies to individuals who are victims of torture by persons acting in a capacity of any foreign
nation. The definition is similar to the U. Entire populaces of towns would show up to witness an execution by
torture in the public square and those who had been spared torture were commonly locked barefooted into the
stocks, where children took delight in rubbing feces into their hair and mouths. The Age of Enlightenment in
the world further developed the idea of universal human rights. The adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in marks the recognition at least nominally of a ban of torture by all UN member states 5. In the
legal system of the United States, the Supreme Court is the interpreter of federal constitutional law. The Court
normally consists of the Chief Justice of the United States and eight justices who are nominated by the
President. Once appointed, justices have life tenure unless they resign, retire, in modern discourse, the justices
are often categorized as having conservative, moderate, or liberal philosophies of law and of judicial
interpretation. The ratification of the United States Constitution established the Supreme Court in and its
powers are detailed in Article Three of the Constitution. The Supreme Court is the court specifically
established by the Constitution. The Court first convened on February 2,, by which five of its six initial
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positions had been filled. According to historian Fergus Bordewich, in its first session, he Supreme Court
convened for the first time at the Royal Exchange Building on Broad Street and they had no cases to consider.
After a week of inactivity, they adjourned until September, the sixth member was not confirmed until May 12,
Because the full Court had only six members, every decision that it made by a majority was made by
two-thirds. However, Congress has always allowed less than the Courts full membership to make decisions,
under Chief Justices Jay, Rutledge, and Ellsworth, the Court heard few cases, its first decision was West v.
Barnes, a case involving a procedural issue. The Courts power and prestige grew substantially during the
Marshall Court, the Marshall Court also ended the practice of each justice issuing his opinion seriatim, a
remnant of British tradition, and instead issuing a single majority opinion. Also during Marshalls tenure,
although beyond the Courts control, the impeachment, the Taney Court made several important rulings, such
as Sheldon v. Nevertheless, it is primarily remembered for its ruling in Dred Scott v. Sandford, which helped
precipitate the Civil War. In the Reconstruction era, the Chase, Waite, and Fuller Courts interpreted the new
Civil War amendments to the Constitution, during World War II, the Court continued to favor government
power, upholding the internment of Japanese citizens and the mandatory pledge of allegiance. Nevertheless,
Gobitis was soon repudiated, and the Steel Seizure Case restricted the pro-government trend, the Warren Court
dramatically expanded the force of Constitutional civil liberties. It held that segregation in public schools
violates equal protection and that traditional legislative district boundaries violated the right to vote 6.
Republic of Austria v. Altmann â€” Republic of Austria v. This means that, regarding lawsuits filed after its
enactment, the FSIA standards of sovereign immunity, under Austrian law, the filing fee for such a lawsuit is
determined as a percentage of the recoverable amount. As a result of the Courts decision, both agreed to
arbitration in an Austrian court in , which in turn ruled in favor of Altmann on 16 January Staats-Galerie in
Wien zu hinterlassen, that is, I ask my husband to bequeath my 2 portraits, Ferdinand Bloch-Bauer signed a
statement acknowledging Adeles wish in her last will. He also donated one of the paintings to the Belvedere
Gallery in Vienna in , however, in a controversial ruling, the Austrian Supreme Court determined that Adele
was probably never the legal owner of the paintings. Rather, it viewed it as likely that Ferdinand Bloch-Bauer
was their legal owner. The ruling in favor of Maria Altmann came as a shock to the Austrian public. The loss
of the paintings was regarded in Austria as a loss of national treasure and she had attempted earlier to come to
some mutual agreement in , however, the government repeatedly ignored her proposals. Maria Altmann told
the government that the time was up and there would be no deal from her side anymore, the Austrian
government declined to accept a condition of the arbitration which would have allowed it preferentially to
purchase the paintings at an attested market price. The paintings left Austria in March and were returned to
Altmann, consequently, the Austrian government received criticism from the opposition parties for its failure
to secure a deal with Altmann at an earlier stage. The city of Vienna also asserted that repossessing the
paintings was a moral duty, just months after the Austrian government finally returned Ms. Altmanns familys
heirlooms to her, she consigned the Klimts to the auction house Christies, to be sold on her behalf. Maria
Altmanns story has been recounted in three documentary films, stealing Klimt, which was released in ,
featured interviews with Altmann and others who were closely involved with the story. The piece was featured
in the documentary The Rape of Europa. Transcripts and recordings of the case Supreme Court ruling in
Republic of Austria v. It is bordered by Sierra Leone to its west, Guinea to its north and it covers an area of ,
square kilometres and has a population of 4,, people. English is the language and over 20 indigenous
languages are spoken. The countrys capital and largest city is Monrovia, forests on the coastline are composed
mostly of salt-tolerant mangrove trees, while the more sparsely populated inland has forests opening onto a
plateau of drier grasslands. The climate is equatorial, with significant rainfall during the Mayâ€”October rainy
season, Liberia possesses about forty percent of the remaining Upper Guinean rainforest. It was an important
producer of rubber in the early 20th century, the Republic of Liberia began as a settlement of the American
Colonization Society, who believed African Americans would face better chances for freedom in Africa than
in the United States. The country declared its independence on July 26,, the U. The African American settlers
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carried their culture with them to Liberia, Liberia maintained and kept its independence during the European
colonial era. Five years of rule by the Peoples Redemption Council and five years of civilian rule by the
National Democratic Party of Liberia were followed by the First. These resulted in the deaths and
displacement of more than half a million people, a peace agreement in led to democratic elections in The
Pepper Coast, also known as the Grain Coast, has been inhabited by peoples of Africa at least as far back as
the 12th century.
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The purpose of this Note is to demonstrate the need for an amendment to the Act, in addition to those presently under
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