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Across Five Aprils is a Newbury Honor-winning novel by Irene Hunt that was first published in

Study Questions 1 What does Ross Milton mean when he says peace will not be a "perfect pearl? What Milton
means is that just because the war is over does not mean that everything will go back to the way it once was.
Hundreds of thousands of soldiers are deadâ€”hundreds of thousands of husbands, fathers, and brothers will
not come home, including Tom. Also, there is much reconstruction to do. Even though the Union won, the
country is still divided and deeply wounded. Hunt does not seem to be anti-war or pro-war. She represents the
death and destruction of war but does not suggest that the Civil War was unnecessary. She does represent the
war as an imperfect solution to a problemâ€”a problem that seems to have no real answer. Hunt does not extol
the virtues of either side of the war and even has a character fight for the South in order to represent the
legitimacy of both sides. In many ways, the war is understandableâ€”both sides have legitimacy grievances,
and while in the wake of history it is easier to sympathize with the Union cause, Hunt fairly represents the
complaints of the Confederacy throughout the text. It pillages homes, farmsteads, and land in a way that is
disrespectful not just to the enemy, but to honor and to life itself. Hunt represents those acts in a tone of
disgust, but she withholds such sentiment at other times throughout the text. Indeed, for the Creightons at
home, the war is as hard if not harder on them as it is on the soldiers actually fighting in it. They can only wait
and hope. President Lincoln is as much of a teacher and role model for Jethro as Shadrach, but in a very
different way. Lincoln is steadfast and remains consistent under mounting pressure and responsibility, much
like Jethro. Throughout the text Jethro feels a kinship with the president that develops during their written
correspondence and then cuts like a knife when the president is killed. The president and Jethro also share the
same faith that everything, in the end, will turn out okay. With someone like Lincoln in charge of the country,
there was a safety net or kind of protection. With Lincoln gone, it seems much more difficult for the wounds
of the country and its people to heal.
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Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt is a bittersweet book that reminds you that war is never tied up with a tidy bow. People
die or are injured or can't come home for various reasons. The story is told very well with the focus on how the war
affected those left at home.

Background[ edit ] Hunt published her first book, Across Five Aprils, at age She researched the historical
facts and integrated stories that were told to her by her grandfather. The Creighton family was documented in
those stories and in letters and records. Ellen has twelve children from which four died the year Jethro was
born. Ellen is worried that a war will break out and she anxiously awaits her husband to come back home
bearing news. Jethro then thinks about his older sister who was killed by a wagon. When Ellen and Jethro
come home, Wilse Graham arrives as well and they begin to talk about the imminent war between the South
and the North. Wilse and Matt begin to argue until Ellen point out that now it is not the time. When Shadrach
comes home, he tells them that there has been firing not too far from where they live and even if the war was
not official declared, it had already begun. The summer goes by and news about battles taking place reaches
the family. Tom and Eb leave their homes and they enroll into the army at the end of summer and Bill thinks
about joint the army as well even though he considers the war to be pointless. Because of his different view,
Bill enters into conflict with other farmers and ends up beaten. In February , the war continues to become
more violent and the family worries about Eb and Tom. At the end of the month, a letter from Tom arrives
home and there he describes the harsh conditions on the battlefront and how many soldiers have died because
they froze to death. Shadrach leaves for the service as well so Ellen visits him. That night, Shadrach confesses
that he fears he will never get the chance to marry Jenny if he goes on the battlefield and Ellen feels the same.
That night during dinner, they talk about war and how it will probably not end too soon. After diner, Shadrach
tells Jenny that if he will return from the war, they will get married, take Jethro to live with them make sure
that he will receive a proper education. Jethro behaves admirably and when he arrives home he tells his
parents what happened in town. Jenny receives a letter from Shadrach telling them that he is fine. After the
attack, men from all over the country try to help the Creighton family with what they can. When the news
about the battle of Shiloh reaches the Craightons, they find that Tom died during the battle. Later that summer,
the man who attacked Jethro is wounded while he tried to rob a shop and he ceased to cause troubles after the
incident. Battles continue to be won by both sides and towards the end of the year , many soldiers deserted.
The general population is split into two while on the battlefield the generals are worshiped like gods. A few
bad decisions made the troops to lose faith in their leaders and desert even more. The men who deserted were
still armed and they soon started to cause troubles. In spring, while Jethro is working in the fields, he discovers
Eb hiding. He tells Jethro that Point Prospect is an awful place and that he regrets that he deserted but that now
there is nothing he can do. To solve his dilemma, Jethro decides to write a letter to President Lincoln and ask
about the fate the deserters will have. A few weeks later, Jethro receives a response telling him that the
deserters will not face any punishment if they decide to join again the army. Shadrach remains safe on the
battlefield and even though he takes part in battles, he remains unharmed. Eb joined the army as well and he
sent letter home telling them that he was fine. The battle of Gettysburg takes place and the Union wins.
Shadrach is badly injured and they fear that will not survive. Jenny goes to visit him and despite his injuries,
Shadrach leaves. The battle between the North and the South continues and it seems that the North is having
the upper hand. That year in December, Lincoln announces that he will pardon every Confederate who
promises to be a member of the Union. Lincoln is reelected president while the North continues to win battle
after battle. The last chapter of the novel presents the victory of the Union and the defeat of the south. The war
ends in April and the sons they had on the battlefield returned home. Jethro recovers when Shadrach comes
home with Jenny and promises to take Jethro to live with them. The book ends with Shadrach and Jethro
returning from the fields to meet with Jenny. Awards and nominations[ edit ] - the Charles W. Award A
Newbery Honor Book.
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Across Five Aprils is a novel by Irene Hunt, published in and winner of the Newbery Honor, set in the Civil War era. Hunt
was close to her grandfather who.

Chapter 4 : SparkNotes: Across Five Aprils: Study Questions
Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt manages to turn the thrilling action and gruesome turmoil of war into threadbare
monotony. Despite its detailed descriptions of familial discords, the book has no central plot.

Chapter 5 : Across Five Aprils | Free Essays - blog.quintoapp.com
Technically speaking, Across Five Aprils is a work of fiction. It even says so in all that teeny, tiny fine print in the
beginning of the book. It even says so in all that teeny, tiny fine print in the beginning of the book.

Chapter 6 : SparkNotes: Across Five Aprils
Across Five Aprils is an all time classic novel that is full of aspiring characters that come close to heart. It is a beautifully
written book filled with hate, love, and tears. Jethro Creighton is a brave boy who comes of age during the hardship of
the Civil War.

Chapter 7 : Across Five Aprils Questions and Answers - blog.quintoapp.com
What Milton means is that just because the war is over does not mean that everything will go back to the way it once
was. Hundreds of thousands of soldiers are deadâ€”hundreds of thousands of husbands, fathers, and brothers will not
come home, including Tom.
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Deeper Sleep Music: Sleeping Meditation Music, 24/7 The Vortex, Deep relaxation and sleep music Jason Stephenson Sleep Meditation Music watching Live now.

Chapter 9 : Across Five Aprils - Irene Hunt - Google Books
Across Five Aprils is a powerful classic from Newbery Medal-winning author Irene Hunt. Tom Stechschulte's homespun
narration brings out the spirit and courage of a boy who shoulders a tremendous load - and becomes a young man in
the process.
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