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Outside Organizations Infinite Learning Lab â€” supporting character education VDOE and the Professor
Garfield Foundation collaborate to create resources for teachers and parents to support character education and
instruction in the appropriate and safe use of technology. Join Garfield and his friends at the Infinite Learning
Lab for lessons and activities about tolerance, self esteem, peer pressure, cyberbullying, online safety and
related topics. The Board of Education Criteria for Character Education PDF The Character Education
Partnership CEP , a nonprofit, nonpartisan and nonsectarian organization that supports and promotes social,
emotional and ethical development in youth defines character education as "the deliberate effort by schools,
families, and communities to help young people understand, care about, and act upon core ethical values. It is
the intentional, proactive effort by schools, districts, and states to instill in their students important core,
ethical values such as respect for self and others, responsibility, integrity, and self-discipline. It provides
long-term solutions that address moral, ethical, and academic issues that are of growing concern about our
society and the safety of our schools. Character education may address such critical issues as student
absenteeism, discipline problems, drug abuse, gang violence, teen pregnancy, and poor academic performance.
Parents are the primary moral educators of their children. An effective character education program in the
schools supports the home by encouraging positive character development. At its best, character education
integrates positive values into every aspect of the school day. A Comprehensive Approach Thomas Lickona in
Educating for Character states there are 9 classroom strategies and 3 school-wide strategies for an effective
comprehensive approach to character education. The teacher as caregiver, model, and ethical mentor: Treating
students with love and respect, encouraging right behavior, and correcting wrongful actions. A caring
classroom community: Training students to respect and care about each other. Using rules and consequences
to develop moral reasoning, self-control, and generalized respect for others. A democratic classroom
environment: Using the class meeting to engage students in shared decision making and in taking
responsibility for making the classroom the best it can be. Teaching values through the curriculum: Using the
ethically rich content of academic subjects as vehicles for values teaching. Developing the cognitive side of
character through reading, research, writing, and discussion. Teaching students how to solve conflicts. Caring
beyond the classroom: Using role models to inspire altruistic behavior and providing opportunities for school
and community service. Creating a positive moral culture in the school: Developing a caring school
community that promotes the core values. Parents and community as partners: Helping parents and the whole
community join the schools in a cooperative effort to build good character. How to Begin Strategies to start,
evaluate and enhance your school-based character education programs: Form a leadership group, including
students, parents, teachers, counselors, and administrators. Develop a knowledge base: Conduct a survey that
gets input from staff, students, and parents. Use the data to discover areas of strength and weakness. Involve
all staff custodians, cafeteria workers, administrators, bus drivers, etc. Brainstorm ways you currently promote
character development and consider an additional approach to expand or enhance your focus. Identify target
virtues for your program. Design an action plan for implementation to include evaluation points. Hold regular
meetings to evaluate and reflect on progress. It begins with a short history of character education development
within Virginia, including a discussion of the Code of Virginia, which requires character education within all
schools.
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Drake and Rebecca C. Burns Table of Contents Chapter 1. What Is Integrated Curriculum? Innovative
educators concerned with improving student achievement are seeking ways to create rigorous, relevant, and
engaging curriculum. They are asking questions such as these: Can making wind and rain machines improve
the reading comprehension and writing scores of elementary students on the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test? Do students really learn math by learning to clog dance? When students spend after-school
time participating in a microsociety that reflects the roles of real life, will their test scores in math and reading
improve? In Florida, Okhee Lee, an education professor at the University of Miami, engages elementary
students in making little wind and rain machines. Their success in language is particularly impressive because
many of the students come from different ethnic backgrounds, and many of them speak English as their
second language. Lee claims that when she teaches science concepts she also teaches students to think and
write in the structured, coherent ways required on standardized tests Barry, In public schools in Asheville and
Buncombe, North Carolina, students learn math skills through clog dancing and explore the solar system
through modern dance. In these schools, teachers deliver the core curriculum through the arts. This approach is
based on the research report Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning Fiske, This report
offers clear evidence that sustained involvement in particular art formsâ€”music and theaterâ€”is highly
correlated with success in mathematics and reading. Furthermore, at-risk students do particularly well both
academically and personally in these types of programs Blake, Students participate in a microsociety in an
after-school program at Amistad Academy in New Haven, Connecticut. This program prepares middle school
students from a poor minority population for colleges, careers, and citizenship. They attend traditional classes
during the regular school day, and after school for a few hours a week, they belong to a
microscocietyâ€”holding jobs, paying taxes, running businesses, making laws, and punishing lawbreakers.
The purpose of the program is to make school more relevant and fun while building transferable life skills.
The school raised its average test scores two and a half levels in math and one and a half levels in reading. In ,
a study of 15 microsociety schools in six states found that at two-thirds of the schools, students posted gains
on standardized reading and math tests that were as much as 21 percent greater than those of their peers
Wilgoren, In these three examples, student achievement is a primary focus. Teachers maintain accountability
while designing learning experiences that are relevant to student interests. Interestingly, two of the schools
serve populations of diverse students. In each case, teachers have developed intriguing curriculum that pushes
beyond the boundaries of traditional disciplines to produce positive results. Comprehension, for example, is
comprehension, whether taught in a language class or a science class. When students are engaged in learning,
whether they are taking part in the arts or role playing in a microsociety, they do well in seemingly
unconnected academic arenas. These are only a few of the countless examples of students involved in
interdisciplinary studies at all grade levels. The examples highlight the potential of integrated curriculum to
act as a bridge to increased student achievement and engaging, relevant curriculum. Defining Integrated
Curriculum What exactly is integrated curriculum? In its simplest conception, it is about making connections.
What kind of connections? Are the connections skill-based or knowledge-based? Defining integrated
curriculum has been a topic of discussion since the turn of the 20th century. Over the last hundred years,
theorists offered three basic categories for interdisciplinary work; they defined the categories similarly,
although the categories often had different names. Integration seemed to be a matter of degree and method.
Correlation may be as slight as casual attention to related materials in other subject areas. Fusion designates
the combination of two subjects, usually under the same instructor or instructors. At the time, we were
unaware of the long history of educators with similar concerns. In our separate locations, we defined three
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approaches to integrationâ€”multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary. Our definitions of these
categories emerged from our personal experiences in the field. We noticed that people seemed to approach
integrating curriculum from three fundamentally different starting points. In looking back, we see that our
definitions closely aligned with the definitions proposed by other educators over the decades. The three
categories offer a starting point for understanding different approaches to integration. Multidisciplinary
Integration Multidisciplinary approaches focus primarily on the disciplines. Teachers who use this approach
organize standards from the disciplines around a theme. There are many different ways to create
multidisciplinary curriculum, and they tend to differ in the level of intensity of the integration effort. The
following descriptions outline different approaches to the multidisciplinary perspective. The Multidisciplinary
Approach Intradisciplinary Approach. When teachers integrate the subdisciplines within a subject area, they
are using an intradisciplinary approach. Integrating reading, writing, and oral communication in language arts
is a common example. Teachers often integrate history, geography, economics, and government in an
intradisciplinary social studies program. Through this integration, teachers expect students to understand the
connections between the different subdisciplines and their relationship to the real world. The program reports
a positive impact on achievement for students who participate. In this multidisciplinary approach, teachers
fuse skills, knowledge, or even attitudes into the regular school curriculum. In some schools, for example,
students learn respect for the environment in every subject area. Students begin each week promising to be
peaceful, respectful, and responsible. They follow a list of responsibilities and learn about peace in their
classes. In reading, for example, students analyze positive characteristics of people in stories; in social studies,
they learn the importance of cultures working together. Teachers wear peace signs, and students greet each
other with the peace sign. Fusion can involve basic skills. Many schools emphasize positive work habits in
each subject area. Educators can fuse technology across the curriculum with computer skills integrated into
every subject area. Literacy across the curriculum is another example of fusion. To prepare students for the
compulsory 10th grade literacy test, 9th grade teachers at North Park Secondary School in the Peel District
School Board in Ontario developed subject-specific tasks for literacy skills. For example, students practiced
skills related to developing supported opinions on disposal of hazardous waste in science, immigration
policies in geography, correct approaches to problem solving in math, the influence of peer pressure in family
studies, and part-time employment and its impact on teens in business studies. Teaching literacy skills across
the curriculum facilitated a low-risk environment for the eventual testing in the next year Patten, Service
learning that involves community projects that occur during class time falls under the category of
multidisciplinary integration. In one project, they distributed 20 tons of food, clothing, medicine, and
household products to needy new arrivals in the area with the fastest-growing Hispanic population Glenn, At
Topa Topa Elementary School at Ojai, California, 5th and 6th grade students created pamphlets on the pros
and cons of pesticides to explain how crop pickers can protect themselves against the substances. Students
passed out the brochure, written in Spanish and English, to workers and consumers throughout the Ojai
Valley. Through the project, students fulfilled state-required standards for language arts, science, and social
studies Ragland, Glenn found that more than 80 percent of the schools that integrate service learning into the
classroom report an improvement in grade point averages of participating students. For example, when
teachers integrated service learning into the curriculum in a Springfield, Massachusetts, high school, the
dropout rate dropped from 12 percent to 1 percent, the number of students going to college increased by 22
percent, and those achieving a grade point average of 3. A popular way to integrate the curriculum is to
address a topic or theme through the lenses of several different subject areas. In an elementary classroom,
students often experience this approach at learning centers. As students move through the learning centers to
complete the activities, they learn about the concept of patterns through the lenses of various disciplines. In
the higher grades, students usually study a topic or theme in different classrooms. This may take the form of
parallel disciplines; teachers sequence their content to match the content in other classrooms. Students often
experience American literature and American history as parallel disciplines. They study a particular period of
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history and read literature from that period. Students usually must make the connections themselves. Some
educators go beyond sequencing content and plan collaboratively for a multidisciplinary unit. A theme-based
unit involving the whole school may be independent of the regular school schedule. Curriculum planning
required eight half-hour sessions. Teachers grouped students into five multiage classes representing grades 4,
5, 6, and 7. The multiage groups met for one hour daily for nine days. In these groups, students devised a
performance task that they presented on the final day of the unit. The teachers observed numerous benefits,
such as the following: Students exhibited excellent on-task behavior. Multiage teams formed within the
multiage classes. Students were engrossed both as presenters and as the audience for the half-day performance
task presentations. Students used a wide range of presentation products, such as video, debate, sculpture, and
so on. Students demonstrated depth of understanding of topics as a result of their sustained interest around
various questions e. Does the Olympic creed stand the test of time? Fewer recess problems occurred during
this two-week period. Teachers enjoyed the process and the results.
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Its role in human health was quickly recognized. By the turn of the 20th century, personal hygiene and
exercise for bodily health were incorporated in the physical education curriculum as the major learning
outcomes for students Weston, The exclusive focus on health, however, was criticized by educator Thomas
Wood ; Wood and Cassidy, as too narrow and detrimental to the development of the whole child. During the
past 15 years, physical education has once again evolved to connect body movement to its consequences e.
This perspective is also emphasized by Siedentop , who states that physical education is education through the
physical. Sallis and McKenzie stress two main goals of physical education: These goals represent the lifelong
benefits of health-enhancing physical education that enable children and adolescents to become active adults
throughout their lives. This goal dictates a learning environment in which seated learning behavior is
considered appropriate and effective and is rewarded. Physical education as part of education provides the
only opportunity for all children to learn about physical movement and engage in physical activity. As noted,
its goal and place in institutionalized education have changed from the original focus on teaching hygiene and
health to educating children about the many forms and benefits of physical movement, including sports and
exercise. With a dramatic expansion of content beyond the original Swedish and German gymnastics programs
of the 19th century, physical education has evolved to become a content Page Share Cite Suggested Citation:
Educating the Student Body: The National Academies Press. To understand physical education as a
component of the education system, it is important to know that the education system in the United States does
not operate with a centralized curriculum. Physical education is influenced by this system, which leads to great
diversity in policies and curricula. These expanded waiver and substitution policies discussed in greater detail
later in the chapter increase the possibility that students will opt out of physical education for nonmedical
reasons. Curriculum Models Given that curricula are determined at the local level in the United States,
encompassing national standards, state standards, and state-adopted textbooks that meet and are aligned with
the standards, physical education is taught in many different forms and structures. Various curriculum models
are used in instruction, including movement education, sport education, and fitness education. In terms of
engagement in physical activity, two perspectives are apparent. First, programs in which fitness education
curricula are adopted are effective at increasing in-class physical activity Lonsdale et al. A paucity of
nationally representative data is available with which to demonstrate the relationship between the actual level
of physical activity in which students are engaged and the curriculum models adopted by their schools.
Movement Education Movement has been a cornerstone of physical education since the s. Exemplary works
and curriculum descriptions include those by Laban himself Laban, and others e. Over time, however, the
approach shifted from concern with the inner attitude of the mover to a focus on the function and application
of each movement Abels and Bridges, In the s, the intent of movement education was to apply four movement
concepts to the three domains of learning i. The four concepts were body representing the instrument of the
action ; space where the body is moving ; effort the quality with which the movement is executed ; and
relationships the connections that occur as the body movesâ€”with objects, people, and the environment;
Stevens-Smith, These standards emphasize the need for children to know basic movement concepts and be
able to perform basic movement patterns. It is imperative for physical educators to foster motor success and to
provide children with a basic skill set that builds their movement repertoire, thus allowing them to engage in
various forms of games, sports, and other physical activities see also Chapter 3. Sport Education One
prevalent physical education model is the sport education curriculum designed by Daryl Siedentop Siedentop,
; Siedentop et al. The model entails a unique instructional structure featuring sport seasons that are used as the
basis for planning and teaching instructional units. Students are organized into sport organizations teams and
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play multiple roles as team managers, coaches, captains, players, referees, statisticians, public relations staff,
and others to mimic a professional sports organization. Depending on the developmental level of students, the
games are simplified or modified to encourage maximum participation. In competition, students play the roles
noted above in addition to the role of players. A sport education unit thus is much longer than a conventional
physical education unit. Siedentop and colleagues recommend 20 lessons per unit, so that all important
curricular components of the model can be implemented. Findings from research on the sport education model
have been reviewed twice. In a more recent review, Hastie and colleagues report on emerging evidence
suggesting that the model leads to improvement in cardiorespiratory fitness only one study and mixed
evidence regarding motor skills development, increased feeling of enjoyment in participation in physical
education, increased sense of affiliation with the team and physical education, and positive development of
fair-play values. The only study on in-class physical activity using the model showed that it contributed to
only Hastie and colleagues caution, however, that because only 6 of 38 studies reviewed used an experimental
or quasi-experimental design, the findings must be interpreted with extreme caution. Fitness Education Instead
of focusing exclusively on having children move constantly to log activity time, a new curricular approach
emphasizes teaching them the science behind why they need to be physically active in their lives. The
curriculum is designed so that the children are engaged in physical activities that demonstrate relevant
scientific knowledge. The goal is the development and maintenance of individual student fitness. The
conceptual framework for the model is designed around the health-related components of cardiorespiratory
fitness, muscular strength and endurance, and flexibility. A recent meta-analysis Lonsdale et al. Several
concept-based fitness education curriculum models exist for both the middle school and senior high school
levels. They include Fitness for Life: Middle School Corbin et al. Stokes and Schultz, ; Personal Fitness:
Activities in the curriculum are designed for health benefits, and the ultimate goal for the student is to develop
a commitment to regular exercise and physical Page Share Cite Suggested Citation: It is assumed that all
children can achieve a health-enhancing level of fitness through regular engagement in vigorous- or
moderate-intensity physical activity. Randomized controlled studies on the impact of a science-based fitness
curriculum in 15 elementary schools showed that, although the curriculum allocated substantial lesson time to
learning cognitive knowledge, the students were more motivated to engage in physical activities than students
in the 15 control schools experiencing traditional physical education Chen et al. Longitudinal data from the
study reveal continued knowledge growth in the children that strengthened their understanding of the science
behind exercise and active living Sun et al. It is suggested that through this proposed comprehensive
framework, fitness education be incorporated into the existing physical education curriculum and embedded in
the content taught in all instructional units. The entire framework, highlighted in Box , can be viewed at http:
Accordingly, fitness education in school physical education programs is being enhanced through the
incorporation of active video games, also known as exergaming. These active games have been incorporated
into school wellness centers as high-tech methods of increasing student fitness levels to supplement the
traditional modes for attaining vigorous- or moderate-intensity physical activity Greenberg and Stokes,
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Teaching the Dance Class: Abstract Effective teaching of dance skills is informed by a variety of theoretical
frameworks and individual teaching and learning styles. The purpose of this paper is to present practical
teaching strategies that enhance the mastery of skills and promote self-esteem, self-efficacy, and positive
self-image. The predominant thinking and primary research findings from dance pedagogy, education,
physical education and sport pedagogy, and psychology are distilled into 16 guidelines for teaching dance.
Subsequently, theoretically and empirically informed strategies for best teaching practices are explored by
reference to three broad categories: Effective teaching of dance skills is informed by a variety of theoretical
frameworks, strategies, and individual styles. Critical pedagogy identifies a range of teaching styles from a
command style authoritarian , in which the teacher makes all the decisions, to a student-centered style,
directed by student decision-making. In addition to various teaching styles there are multiple ways to structure
a dance class, ranging from classes devoted exclusively to skill acquisition to classes with a primary focus on
developing personal and inter-personal skills. Just as dance educators have varied strengths, abilities, values,
personalities, and constraints that influence how they teach, students also differ in ability, talent, personality,
and learning styles. Can we identify styles of teaching and learning that optimize both skill acquisition and the
development of high self-esteem and personal growth in dancers? Are there methods for designing and
delivering dance class that can simultaneously enhance mastery of skills while promoting self-esteem and
positive self-image? A variety of disciplines and numerous theories within each discipline provide insight and
knowledge that inform best teaching practices. These include dance pedagogy, education, physical education
and sport pedagogy, and psychology. It was based on two processes: In the original model, the ultimate goal
for teachers and teaching was fostering independent thinking and decision-making. In other words, there is no
one best method. Similarly, the study of the learning process has resulted in numerous taxonomies and
inventories,[] and no one classification system is thought better than any other; psychologists and educators
have yet to identify the best method for learning despite numerous attempts to identify various styles or
approaches to the learning process. To date, there has been no comprehensive attempt to integrate the
literature from these various disciplines with respect to teaching and learning to create a model for dance
pedagogy. Currently, there is no integrated theoretical or evidence-based model for teaching dance that
encompasses theories and principles from a broad range of disciplines. Therefore, the main points from
contemporary research on teaching and learning styles have been distilled into 16 guidelines for teachers and
are presented in Table 1. The guidelines are then discussed by means of practical strategies, and specific
examples are described. There are many strategies teachers can employ to achieve the goals established by the
guidelines in Table 1. These goals are to encourage students to learn and develop mastery while they develop
positive self-esteem and remain passionate about dancing. The ability of a dancer to master a particular skill or
technique depends on many factors: One of the most comprehensive and prominent theories of how humans
acquire mastery, learn values, regulate themselves, and are motivated is Social Cognitive Theory. Its main
tenets state that people learn by observing others; learning is an internal process that may, or may not, change
behavior; people behave in ways to attain goals; behavior is self-directed; and reinforcement effects behavior
and learning. Encourage students to set specific, measureable, age-appropriate, realistic, and timetargeted
goals 2. Provide variety in decision-making aspects of class and identify the objectives to be met by each task
3. Optimizing the Self Within Community: Recognize individual differences and optimize individual
potential; encourage students to work in collaboration with peers 4. Foster an environment of mutual,
reciprocal and self-respect in and out of the classroom Influences Affecting the Dancer 5. Embody the
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qualities of a positive leader and role model 6. Provide positive reinforcement and constructive criticism in
ways the student can develop skill mastery and comprehension of principles 7. Creating Fun and Challenges
for All: Foster an enjoyable, challenging atmosphere for learning and experience 8. Recognize and positively
reinforce the dancer for personal qualities and contributions to the class; empower students to feel good about
their bodies and their self development 9. Focusing on the Task: Encourage students to focus on the task at
hand and not the outcome or social or inter-personal comparisons Build foundations of domain specific
knowledge in progressive sequence and with complementary background information Provide opportunities
to learn or process information in various ways across learning tasks and situations, including somatic and
analytic strategies, and contextual variety Provide somatic experiences, information and opportunities
Provide opportunities to discuss and reinforce healthy body image and supportive strategies in terms of
nutrition and conditioning Embracing the Safe and Sound: Provide constructive feedback and incorporate
appropriate repetition Teachers can enhance the learning environment for skill mastery with the enhancement
of selfesteem and self-efficacy. Teachers can promote these positive psychological qualities by 1. The teacher
can expand and enhance the class content through a better understanding of related fields such as dance
science, including anatomy, kinesiology, biomechanics, motor learning, and dance psychology. Process and
Goals of the Dance Class SMART Planning From the first day, the teacher needs to establish clear goals and
expectations so that there is no confusion or uncertainty about the class objectives. Students respond well to
goals that are specific, and they benefit from being able to assess measurable results such as increased stamina
in jumping and improved control in one-legged balances. The teacher needs to understand what is
age-appropriate in designing the class, and establish a process over time that acknowledges both physical and
motor development for that age group. By stating the daily and long-term goals, the teacher provides a context
that determines how students can realistically succeed and observe their improvement. This process of
establishing and expressing personal goals can be self-empowering as well as motivating. Asking students to
write down their personal goals or keep a journal can highlight this process of clarity and self-direction. In
addition to motivating dancers to identify their goals, the teacher can provide opportunities for individual and
group decision making. For example, when learning new material the class can be given a choice of whether
they wish to review the material presented or whether they wish to add sequences or complexity. Even if the
class wishes to add complexity, an individual student can be given the choice to continue working on the
simpler phrase. As dancers learn about their unique qualities and potential, both physical and artistic, they can
direct their energy toward optimal development. For example, the highly flexible dancer who lacks strength
and core support can understand that investing time in enhancing those attributes, rather than stretching all the
time, will result in far more progress. As dancers become more self-reliant and peer-reliant, they are less likely
to become overly dependent on teacher approval and more appreciative of peer feedback. The teacher can
allow time for personal exploration and for students to work in pairs or small groups to review and discuss
material and to give feedback to each other. Appreciating that not all the answers lie with the teacher, but that
the students can discover information through self-exploration and work with peers, can build self-confidence
as well as enhance learning. It can also assist in encouraging students to be both leaders and listeners and
embrace the benefits of collaborative work. Ritualizing Respect It is useful to clarify class etiquette from the
perspective of an atmosphere that optimizes concentration and mutual respect, rather than autocratic rules and
good behavior. This approach can assist students in learning to balance self-involvement with group
sensitivity. An atmosphere of concentration and focus promotes optimal learning, and creates a sense of
community rather than competition. The work on motivational climate is particularly relevant to this
discussion of class atmosphere. Motivational climate describes the context in which teaching and learning
occur within the classroom, including teaching style, type of task, modes of feedback, recognition of students
and their work, class groupings, and pacing or timing associated with skill learning. In the traditional class
model, teachers represent authority. In the current environment of expanding pedagogy, teachers may choose a
more authoritarian or a student-directed style. Regardless of teaching style, the teacher is perceived as a role
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model. Rather than trying to avoid this role, teachers can recognize that they are powerful influences. They
can maintain a disciplined and driven atmosphere while inspiring and encouraging the dancers through
energetic and constructive criticism and praise. They can serve as positive role models in terms of respecting
the whole person and recognizing individual needs and differences. Nurturing the Learner Optimal
development of a young mind and body occurs with healthy experiences, both inside and outside the
classroom, and the dance class offers a particularly enriching environment and experience for the development
of skill mastery and of the whole person. Students come to class with a desire to develop dance skills; the
training will be enhanced if the teacher provides a larger conceptual context and a thorough understanding of
movement principles. There are various methods that the teacher can use to explore viewing dance from a
broader conceptual perspective. Initially, the teacher can construct and present specific set material, followed
by an open time period for reflection and questions. These questions can be posed by both the teacher and the
students, and can encourage not merely inquiry about form and details i. As dancers learn to observe material
and think about it conceptually, their understanding improves, and hence they develop more self-confidence in
approaching new material. Another goal of dance class is expanding learning styles and strategies. Individuals
tend to have preferred methods of learning, such as visual seeing a demonstration , aural analytic hearing an
explanation of how to do a phrase or execute a skill , or kinesthetic learning through touch or sensation. As
learning of material and skills improves, students becoming increasingly motivated to examine material from a
variety of perspectives. Finally, looking to the psychological realm, dance class can incorporate methods to
enhance self-esteem and self-efficacy. Dancers need encouragement to nurture self-esteem and to instill
selfbelief. When students are struggling to achieve the material, teacher confidence in student abilities can
provide the encouragement and motivation needed for continued effort. The teacher can provide praise when
improvement is demonstrated, and constructive criticism when changes and corrections are needed. Positive
reinforcement can both inspire and motivate the dancer in class. Creating Fun and Challenges for All As the
teacher presents the material and influences how the students absorb and refine the work, the teacher is
simultaneously establishing the atmosphere or motivational climate. If the pace of the class is too slow or the
goals are too easy, students can become bored and unmotivated. In the other extreme, if the pace is too
pressured or the goals too difficult, students can become frustrated and anxious. Empowering the Self It is
important to discuss beliefs and attitudes regarding what determines a good dancer, with a focus on the whole
person and not merely the body. If the only attributes discussed are physiquerelated such as extreme
flexibility, perfect proportions, or low body weight dancers can begin to feel overwhelmed and hopeless, that
they have little control over their progress. Physique comments can be balanced with discussions of
performance skills, musicality, and artistic qualities. Students can be encouraged to develop all aspects of
artistic and technical skills, and begin to value personal attributes as well as understand areas that need
improvement. Additionally, there are other influences that may be less obvious, but equally powerful. While it
is the nature of dance training to develop self-critical skills, constant negative thoughts and belief systems
interfere with concentration and the willingness to take risks. It is also essential to allow discussion of external
influences that affect internal dialogue, such as media, dance culture expectations, and previous learning
experiences. For example, some dancers have experienced insulting corrections and public humiliation in
previous learning environments, and these events can leave lasting inhibitory impact on future progress. In
contrast, focusing on comparisons to others can lead to the fixation on proving oneself superior in order to feel
competent, and distract from the task at hand. Teachers can encourage students to focus on the task through a
variety of strategies.
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Chapter 6 : VDOE :: Character Education
This video provides an overview to the question, "What is a comprehensive approach to literacy instruction in an
elementary classroom".

Frequently Asked Questions What is the relationship between syntax and grammar? Grammar refers to a set of
rules for a language, including how words and sentences are formed and standards for correct usage. Syntax is
the arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences. How important is it to teach the proper
names of the parts of speech? As previously described, teachers should begin grammar instruction with young
children by talking about the function of words. Eventually, however, it is important to teach the proper
grammatical terms e. When students are explicitly taught the names for the various parts of speech using
child-friendly language and subsequently given practice applying these terms in oral language activities, there
is a common language of instruction. These labels enable the teacher and students to refer to the sentences that
they are reading and writing during classroom discussions. What is the difference between spoken and written
sentences? In contrast to spoken sentences, where a variety of strategies such as intonation, facial expression,
and gesture are used to convey a message, written sentences especially in expository text tend to be longer and
more complex in their organization of clauses and phrases. Furthermore, the need to express abstract
relationships and higher-level thoughts in academic texts often results in increased sentence length. For this
reason, students must be explicitly taught how to meet the unique processing demands of complex written
syntax. Targeted instruction regarding complex sentences also improves sentence-level writing skills.
Sentence Completion ages 4. See descriptions on page 2. The following offer sentence-level items that
measure skill in written syntax as part of the overall test: An understanding of sentence structure is important
for writing fluency. Sentence fluency is achieved by using a variety of sentence types and lengths, which helps
writing to flow smoothly from sentence to sentence. The ability to quickly deconstruct a sentence helps the
reader to simultaneously construct meaning while reading fluently. Verbs are the key to the meaning of
sentences. Verbs are the only part of speech that can form single-word sentences and express complete
thoughts Wait! After producing these errors in their spoken and written English for years, these students
cannot hear or see their mistakes, nor can they identify them in their own written work. Numerous
grammatical differences between two languages result in examples of negative transferâ€”e. Beginning
learners of English may have limited opportunities to modify their output because teachers tend to model
correct productions and not allow for student mistakes. The student then only has to acknowledge the correct
model. Thus, teachers need to model less and allow for students to practice their speaking. Word order is more
important in English than it is in many other languages. It is not uncommon for DLL students to produce
sentences that sound strange or awkward because the order of the words in the sentences is wrong. Thus,
instruction in word order and grammar is critical to enable DLLs to make sense of what they hear and to
communicate ideas in ways that make sense. Students with Learning Disabilities Syntactic difficulties are a
core feature in the profiles of children with specific language impairment SLI. Whether or not a student has a
documented language disorder, sentence-level problems should also be suspected in students who have
difficulty with both listening comprehension and reading Scott, Tips for Principals Work with your staff to
examine the language arts curriculum and determine if adequate time is spent on sentence-level instruction. In
addition, it is important to ascertain whether teachers have the knowledge and resources needed to support this
teaching. Provide adequate PD time for teachers to learn how to recognize observable classroom behaviors in
oral and written expression that signal syntactic weakness and, equally important, have the ability to support
struggling students accordingly. Use common planning or workshop time to help teachers learn how to
examine samples of student writing to gather information about the exact sentence types requiring support.
Observing Syntax Instruction in the Classroom Notice some of the following as evidence that the teacher is
stimulating syntactical behaviors: When observing classroom instruction, note the level of sentence
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complexity used by the teacher. Does the language of the classroom seem to be at the right level for students?
During a reading activity, does the teacher anticipate sentences that are likely to pose a challenge and ask
students to paraphrase to check their understanding? During a writing lesson, does the teacher begin with
sentence-level instruction before progressing onto paragraph writing and beyond?
Chapter 7 : NW Dance Project | Overview
Get this from a library! Modern arranging technique: a comprehensive approach to arranging and orchestration for the
contemporary stage band, dance band, and studio orchestra.
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