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In "A Book of Country Things," Walter Needham describes what he learned growing up from his grandfather. "Gramps"
was born near Brattleboro, VT in , at a time when Vermont had the material culture (according to Barrows Mussey, who
wrote down Needham's account) that was similar to Connecticut in the s.

Sumerian clay tablet , currently housed in the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago , inscribed with
the text of the poem Inanna and Ebih by the priestess Enheduanna , the first author whose name is known [1]
Clay tablets were used in Mesopotamia in the 3rd millennium BC. The calamus, an instrument in the form of a
triangle, was used to make characters in moist clay. People used to use fire to dry the tablets out. At Nineveh ,
over 20, tablets were found, dating from the 7th century BC; this was the archive and library of the kings of
Assyria , who had workshops of copyists and conservationists at their disposal. This presupposes a degree of
organization with respect to books, consideration given to conservation, classification, etc. Tablets were used
right up until the 19th century in various parts of the world, including Germany, Chile, Philippines and the
Saharan Desert. Many clay tablets have been found that show cuneiform writing used to record legal contracts,
create lists of assets, and eventually to record Sumerian literature and myths. Scribal schools have been found
by archaeologists from as early as the second millennium BCE where students were taught the art of writing.
Papyrus Egyptian Papyrus After extracting the marrow from the stems of Papyrus reed, a series of steps
humidification, pressing, drying, gluing, and cutting produced media of variable quality, the best being used
for sacred writing. The script of Egyptian scribes was called hieratic , or sacerdotal writing; it is not
hieroglyphic , but a simplified form more adapted to manuscript writing hieroglyphs usually being engraved or
painted. Egyptians exported papyrus to other Mediterranean civilizations including Greece and Rome where it
was used until parchment was developed. Some books, such as the history of the reign of Ramses III , were
over 40 meters long. Books rolled out horizontally; the text occupied one side, and was divided into columns.
The title was indicated by a label attached to the cylinder containing the book. Many papyrus texts come from
tombs, where prayers and sacred texts were deposited such as the Book of the Dead , from the early 2nd
millennium BC. East Asia[ edit ] A Chinese bamboo book Before the introduction of books, writing on bone ,
shells, wood and silk was prevalent in China long before the 2nd century BC, until paper was invented in
China around the 1st century AD. The format of the book evolved with intermediate stages of scrolls folded
concertina -style, scrolls bound at one edge "butterfly books" and so on. Although there is no exact date
known, between and ADâ€”The period of the Tang Dynastyâ€”the first printing of books started in China.
This process was incredibly time-consuming. These were thought to have existed since the time of the
Classical Period between the 3rd and 8th centuries, CE. Many of these codices were thought to contain
astrological information, religious calendars, knowledge about the gods, genealogies of the rulers,
cartographic information, and tribute collection. Many of these codices were stored in temples but were
ultimately destroyed by the Spanish explorers. The Maya, along with several other cultures in Mesoamerica ,
constructed concertina-style books written on Amatl paper. Nearly all Mayan texts were destroyed by the
Spanish during colonization on cultural and religious grounds. One of the few surviving examples is the
Dresden Codex. Florentine Codex[ edit ] There are more than 2, illustrations drawn by native artists that
represent this era. The Florentine Codex speaks about the culture religious cosmology and ritual practices,
society, economics, and natural history of the Aztec people. The manuscript are arranged in both the Nahuatl
language and in Spanish. The English translation of the complete Nahuatl text of all twelve volumes of the
Florentine Codex took ten years. Anderson and Charles Dibble had a decade of long work but made it an
important contribution to Mesoamerican ethnohistory. Years later, in , the Mexican government published a
full-color volume of the Florentine Codex. Now, since , it is available digitally and fully accessible to those
interested in Mexican and Aztec History. The Florentine Codex is a 16th century ethnographic research study
brought about by the Spanish Franciscan friar Bernardino de Sahagun. The Florentine Codex consist of twelve
books. It is pages long but divided into the twelve books by categories such as; The Gods, Ceremonies,
Omens, and other cultural aspects of Aztec people. Wax tablets[ edit ] Woman holding wax tablets in the form
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of the codex. Wall painting from Pompeii , before 79 AD. Romans used wax-coated wooden tablets or
pugillares upon which they could write and erase by using a stylus. One end of the stylus was pointed, and the
other was spherical. Usually these tablets were used for everyday purposes accounting, notes and for teaching
writing to children, according to the methods discussed by Quintilian in his Institutio Oratoria X Chapter 3.
Several of these tablets could be assembled in a form similar to a codex. Also the etymology of the word
codex block of wood suggest that it may have developed from wooden wax tablets. Parchment Parchment
progressively replaced papyrus. Legend attributes its invention to Eumenes II , the king of Pergamon , from
which comes the name "pergamineum," which became "parchment. Made using the skins of animals sheep,
cattle, donkey, antelope, etc. It was a very expensive medium because of the rarity of material and the time
required to produce a document. Vellum is the finest quality of parchment. Greece and Rome[ edit ] The scroll
of papyrus is called "volumen" in Latin, a word which signifies "circular movement," "roll," "spiral,"
"whirlpool," "revolution" similar, perhaps, to the modern English interpretation of "swirl" and finally "a roll of
writing paper, a rolled manuscript, or a book. It is called codex by way of metaphor from the trunks caudex of
trees or vines, as if it were a wooden stock, because it contains in itself a multitude of books, as it were of
branches. This design allows only sequential usage; one is obliged to read the text in the order in which it is
written, and it is impossible to place a marker in order to directly access a precise point in the text. It is
comparable to modern video cassettes. Moreover, the reader must use both hands to hold on to the vertical
wooden rolls and therefore cannot read and write at the same time. The only volumen in common usage today
is the Jewish Torah. Anyone could have a text recopied, and even alter its contents. Scribes earned money and
authors earned mostly glory, unless a patron provided cash; a book made its author famous. This followed the
traditional conception of the culture: The status of the author was not regarded as absolutely personal. From a
political and religious point of view, books were censored very early: Generally, cultural conflicts led to
important periods of book destruction: Some Christians later burned libraries, and especially heretical or
non-canonical Christian texts. These practices are found throughout human history but have ended in many
nations today. A few nations today still greatly censor and even burn books. But there also exists a less visible
but nonetheless effective form of censorship when books are reserved for the elite; the book was not originally
a medium for expressive liberty. It may serve to confirm the values of a political system, as during the reign of
the emperor Augustus , who skillfully surrounded himself with great authors. This is a good ancient example
of the control of the media by a political power. However, private and public censorship have continued into
the modern era, albeit in various forms. Proliferation and conservation of books in Greece[ edit ] Little
information concerning books in Ancient Greece survives. Several vases 6th and 5th centuries BC bear images
of volumina. There was undoubtedly no extensive trade in books, but there existed several sites devoted to the
sale of books. The spread of books, and attention to their cataloging and conservation, as well as literary
criticism developed during the Hellenistic period with the creation of large libraries in response to the desire
for knowledge exemplified by Aristotle. These libraries were undoubtedly also built as demonstrations of
political prestige: It contained , volumes in the Museion section and 40, at the Serapis temple Serapeion. All
books in the luggage of visitors to Egypt were inspected, and could be held for copying. The Museion was
partially destroyed in 47 BC. The Library at Pergamon , founded by Attalus I ; it contained , volumes which
were moved to the Serapeion by Mark Antony and Cleopatra , after the destruction of the Museion. The
Serapeion was partially destroyed in , and the last books disappeared in CE following the Arab conquest. The
Library at Rhodes , a library that rivaled the Library of Alexandria. The Library at Antioch , a public library of
which Euphorion of Chalcis was the director near the end of the 3rd century. The libraries had copyist
workshops, and the general organisation of books allowed for the following: Conservation of an example of
each text Translation the Septuagint Bible , for example Literary criticisms in order to establish reference texts
for the copy example: The Iliad and The Odyssey A catalog of books The copy itself, which allowed books to
be disseminated Book production in Rome[ edit ] Book production developed in Rome in the 1st century BC
with Latin literature that had been influenced by the Greek. Conservative estimates places the number of
potential readers in Imperial Rome at around , people. Atticus was the editor of his friend Cicero. However,
the book business progressively extended itself through the Roman Empire ; for example, there were
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bookstores in Lyon. The spread of the book was aided by the extension of the Empire, which implied the
imposition of the Latin tongue on a great number of people in Spain, Africa, etc. Libraries were private or
created at the behest of an individual. Julius Caesar , for example, wanted to establish one in Rome, proving
that libraries were signs of political prestige. In the year , there were 28 libraries in Rome, and it is known that
there were many smaller libraries in other cities. Despite the great distribution of books, scientists do not have
a complete picture as to the literary scene in antiquity as thousands of books have been lost through time.
History of paper Papermaking has traditionally been traced to China about AD , when Cai Lun , an official
attached to the Imperial court during the Han Dynasty BC â€” AD , created a sheet of paper using mulberry
and other bast fibres along with fishnets , old rags, and hemp waste. An important development was the
mechanization of paper manufacture by medieval papermakers. Papermaking centres began to multiply in the
late 13th century in Italy, reducing the price of paper to one sixth of parchment and then falling further.
Manuscript culture and Illuminated manuscript The codex Manesse , a book from the Middle Ages By the end
of antiquity, between the 2nd and 4th centuries, the scroll was replaced by the codex. The book was no longer
a continuous roll, but a collection of sheets attached at the back. It became possible to access a precise point in
the text quickly. The codex is equally easy to rest on a table, which permits the reader to take notes while he or
she is reading. The codex form improved with the separation of words, capital letters, and punctuation, which
permitted silent reading. Tables of contents and indices facilitated direct access to information. This form was
so effective that it is still the standard book form, over years after its appearance.
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A Book of Country Things has 12 ratings and 0 reviews. For those of us who yearn for simpler times, this is a book that
reminds us how difficult the simp.

An easy to understand Online Writing Guide for beginning writers. Here you will find a list of various writing
models, general tips and hints to help guide you to writing success. The kind of thinking you need to use in
writing reviews is the kind of thinking you need to make intelligent choices in life. Before you begin Step
One: Decide What To Look At The first thing you need to do before you start your review is decide what
aspects of the item you are going to evaluate. What I mean is this: Those are all items you can examine and
decide if they are well or poorly done. With a book, you can look at the plot, the characters, and the way that
the author puts words together. With a restaurant, you can look at the food, the service, and the setting. In fact,
everything has qualities you can analyze and evaluate; you just need to sit down and figure out what they are.
Decide What Makes Things Good or Bad Before you can decide whether something is good or bad, you have
to figure out what you mean by "good" and "bad. Do you like authors to use a lot of complicated words, or
very simple words? Whatever you like, apply those standards to the thing you are reviewing. How to do it It is
now time to start putting your essay together. Open with an introduction paragraph that does the following
things: Write a full paragraph about each of the aspects you want to examine, making sure each paragraph
does these things: End with a conclusion paragraph that does the following: An example by Gordon Korman
book review by Mr. The story shows us just how hard it can be to follow this one simple direction. One great
thing about the book is the way Korman developed the characters. Each person has a definite personality. The
Peach is an engineering genius who needs to improve everything he sees. Jason, our hero, seems to be allergic
to work, and while his roommates spend the summer slaving away at a variety of jobs, Jason finds ways to
avoid job interviews. At the same time, he becomes a genius in the kitchen, which helps him later on in the
story. Rootbeer spends the summer with the boys, taking turns getting the boys into and out of trouble between
bouts of Manchurian Bush Meditation and pursuing some of the strangest hobbies in the world. Another great
thing about the book is the plot. Just as it seems that the boys are going to finally solve their problems and
have a great summer, another problem arises that they have to solve, or else they will have to go back home to
Owen Sound as the total failures that their parents expect: The story is hilarious and keeps you on the edge of
your seat, and the characters are strange and interesting enough to make you want to know more about what
will happen to them next. Out of four stars, I would give this book at least three and a half. Return to the
Online Writing Guide Index. Contact a custom review writing service. Copyright by Michael Klingensmith
Last Modified: Tuesday, January 3, If you are interested in becoming a member or if you would just like to
contribute something of interest, please read the membership and submission guidelines , and then send us off
a note via our Contact Us form.
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A book of country things. by Walter Needham. Published by S. Greene Press in Brattleboro, Vt. Written in English.

In the nameless city that is the setting for In the Country of Last Things, a building that stands one day is gone
the next, whole streets mysteriously disappear, thousands sleep in the gutters, prey to inclement weather and
the vicious toll gatherers who charge for the privilege of crossing the rubble. Food is scarce, and some people
are so thin that three or four will chain themselves together so as not to be blown away. Long lines may gather
for merely the rumor of food or a newspaper to keep one warm. Even the weather is erratic and uncertain,
sunny and hot one day and snowing the next, then fog, then several days of rain. The only sure thing is death,
whose stench fills the streets. Into this slowly disintegrating city comes Anna Blume, a young girl in search of
her brother William, a journalist who has disappeared. The novel is her letter back home to an unnamed friend.
She describes her education in the art of survival, how she avoids the dangers of the toll gatherers or the
trickery of vendors who sell painted cardboard for food. There is an undue reverence for the past and a
prevalent sense that no matter how bad it was yesterday, it was surely better then than it is going to be today.
This bleak vision is what one might expect from an end-of-the-world novel, but there are some startling
omissions. The narration, though vivid in description, is very abstract. Neither does she spend much time
grieving over the irrevocable loss of life as we know it, nor offer a moral warning on how it could have been
avoidedâ€”something that a reader will usually find in a book with an apocalyptic vision. Like Dorothy in Oz
or Alice in Wonderland, she is a temporary visitor to the country of last things, a world not meant to be fixed
to a particular time or placeâ€”even to something so vague as an apocalyptic future. As strange as this world
is, there is a nagging familiarity to it, suggesting that Auster is up to more than simply an end-of-the-world
novel. Part of the richness of this excellent book is that it can be read as an allegorical commentary on
numerous levels. The plight of the homeless, gang violence, governments as repressive regimes and purveyors
of misinformation, large-scale starvationâ€”these are not simply outlandish visions of the future, but
present-day realities. It is as though Anna, like Alice, has gone through the looking glass and seen not the
future but the twentieth century itself in a heightened way. The strategies for personal survival that Anna sees
around her become ironic commentaries on contemporary society. There is the imaginative suicide of the
Runners, who submit to a rigorous discipline of physical training so that on the appointed day they may run in
packs at full tilt toward their death. Others, with money, join Euthanasia Clinics, where after a few days or
weeks of drug-induced euphoria they can pass out of the world with memories of bliss. There are the starving,
who pack their clothes with newspaper to give themselves the appearance of being well fed so that no one will
know their shame. There are the Smilers, who believe that everything, from the economy to the weather,
would get better if people simply held positive thoughts. The message here is not the nobility and
indomitability of the human spirit surviving under difficult conditions; rather, it is a picture of human
powerlessness converted into strategies of denial or self-preserving ways out. At one point, Anna must escape
from a human slaughterhouse. Again, this is not an outlandish vision of the future; in Nazi Germany human
slaughterhouses were a reality. Here Auster is suggesting by what mechanisms the human race The entire
section is 1, words.
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The "good old days" certainly weren't easy, as this memoir from Walter Needham's grandfather shows. Barrows
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sugaring, logging, etc. a century ago in southeast Vermont.
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